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Church Office Updates
•

Office hours:
Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm
Fri 9am-1pm

Follow our Facebook page to join into
live worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM

•

www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie
Check our website page for updates, live

and past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org
•

Yeshuwa Myers, Taylor Powell, Pastor Drew Himes, Dr. Sarah Kahl, Amy Fugate

COTC’s Gym—Session has updated the facility
and building use agreement. Please call the
office for updates or to apply for renting the
space. Gym is only available to those approved
by Session or the office through an application.
Please continue to mail in your contributions
or place them in the offering plate before or
after worship.

•

COTC will close at NOON on Nov. 23rd.

•

COTC will be closed on Nov. 24th and 25th.

2022 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Facebook (January 2nd—October 30th)
Total Reach of Videos: 5,487
Vanessa Cain—11/03

Yeshuwa Myers—11/19

Total Engagement w/videos: 2,841

Rebecca Wilson—11/07

Brett Swanson—11/20

Total Views of Videos: 4,154*

Marijane Dillon—11/08

Marjorie Ward—11/21

Average Reach of Video (weekly): 119

Carolyn Karle—11/09

Chelsey Miller—11/22

Average Engagement w/Video: 62

Darla Speranza—11/10

Sue Ohrn—11/22

Margaret Lindenberger—11/11

Jennifer Trott—11/22

John Wilson—11/11

David Kim—11/24

Diane Daeschner—11/12

Taylor Powell—11/24

Donovan Milie—11/12

Average In-Person: 48

Dawson Kahl—11/25

Gae Anderson-Miller—11/13

Total In-Person: 2,221

Linda O’Malley—11/29

Steven Trott—11/16

Cassius Milie—11/30

Average Views: 90*
Reach/Engagement percentage: 52% (goal is 25%)

In-Person:

Definition of Terms
Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.

Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)
Jim & Nancy Daniel—11/01
Jim & Laurie Law—11/03
Don & Lori Wolfe—11/26

Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any
number of people.
*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

Pastor’s Message
Happy November, friends! It’s that season of cooler weather, pie,
turkey, and gatherings of family and friends. We are, hopefully,
thankful, for what we have.
Thankful-ness is an interesting idea especially when we look at the
Bible. There are two main words used in the Bible for “thanksgiving”:
Hebrew: ha-todah (pronounced ha-toeduh) which is from the root word
yadah (pronounced yaduh) which means “thanks.” Ha-todah is literally
“the thanks” or “the thanksgiving.” Interestingly, these terms are related
to the word yada’ which means “intimacy.” So, to give thanks to God,
we must be intimate AND our intimacy to God causes us to give thanks.
This word appears over 100 times in the Old Testament.
Greek: Eucharisteo (pronounced you-caris-toe). We may recognize the
word “eucharist” which is one of the names of communion/Lord’s
supper. This word literally means “good or true kindness/mercy.” This
word appears about 140 times in the New Testament and is first
associated with the prayer of Jesus while eating with his disciples at the
Last Supper.
Giving thanks is a central aspect of our faith. We are, hopefully, so
overwhelmed by God’s love for us made real in Jesus that we can do
nothing but give thanks to God. Our giving thanks, however, is not
simply in prayer or words of thanks but also in how we structure our
lives. We slant toward God’s ways and seek to turn away from our own
selfishness and toward God’s all giving and all-consuming love.
I remember the words to the hymn by Don Moen in occasions like this,
“Give thanks with a grateful heart/Give thanks to the Holy One/Give
thanks because he’s given/Jesus Christ His Son.” We can give thanks to
God because God, yes, gave of God’s self on the cross for the salvation
of the world. But we also give thanks because this choice of God was so
intimate and so personal.

It always perplexes, astounds, and amazes me that God made the clear
choice to come into our time and space in the person (the flesh) of
Jesus Christ. God did not choose to remain removed from our life.
God did not elect to merely make pronouncements from on high.
Instead, God chose to lower God’s self to our status, to our world, to
our life, and to become like us.
This gives us great cause to give thanks because God desired to be
close (that is intimate) with us and to us and for us. Thus, our ways of
giving thanks to God should reflect this very same posture of desiring
to be intimate and close to God. And with God’s people.
God did not let time and space and metaphysical substance separate us
from God. Thus, we shouldn’t either. Nor should we allow human
conditions or labels or misguided beliefs to be the things that break
our intimacy with one another.
I’ve heard it said before, “It’s really hard to hate someone you pray
for.” There is so much truth in this statement. To be willing and to
readily pray for someone whom we hate and/or who may hate us
breaks down walls and allows a very intimate space to be created.
Our giving thanks has the same effect. Giving God thanks for our life
or our blessings, even when they’re very hard to see, allows us to step
outside of ourselves and see what God is up to. God came close to us
and our suffering and struggles by living them out as well. Thus, when
we give thanks, although it be hard, we can remember that God
understands our lives because God has lived them in Jesus.
Enjoy your time with family this month. Please don’t be alone; if you
or someone you know is lonely or in need of a welcoming table,
please speak up so that we can find members of your church family
who live near to welcome you to their homes.
Love one another; give thanks to God.
Peace and Joy,
The Rev. Drew Himes
Pastor

RUMMAGE SALE UPDATE
Thanks so much to ALL who helped with the recent
rummage sale. We’re always amazed at the amount and
variety of things we have available for sale. Thanks too
for all the yummy baked goods that were donated. We
couldn’t have done it without so many people who
pitched in to help with set-up the week before, the people
who helped the day of the sale, and the people who
helped with tear-down the following Monday. We
enjoyed being a community – we worked, we laughed,
we ate together, we chatted. It was good – we were
blessed. Those who helped included:
Becky Beham

Jim Butts & Linda Houston

Marie Callahan

Jim & Nancy Daniel

Marijane Dillon

Bob Griffin

Kellee Heidt

Brady Himes

Min Kim

Carolyn Karle

Don & Lori Wolfe

Sue McConnell

Linda O’Malley

Rob & Lynne Ricart

Jack Rosenburg

John & Karen Schmitt

Sharon Sitter

Laurie Swanson

Sue Tibbits

Andy & Judy Wagner

Mary Trostle

Becky Wilson

Cheryl & Quinn Johnson

Our fall rummage sale for mission raised over
$5,200! Because of other gifts we have received
from rummage sales past, we will be able to
increase this to $6,000 and give $3,000 to two
different but very necessary causes.

The first $3,000 will go to “Embracing Our Veterans.”
As you may recall, this organization is run by
our very own Tina and Randy Schiefelbein.
They assist formerly homeless veterans by
providing them all of the comforts of a home.
When the veteran finds a home with the
assistance of the VA, they have nothing to fill
their home. Tina and Randy then jump in and
help to outfit the veteran with beds,
housewares, furniture, kitchenware, and the
like. We know that God will make this $3,000
even larger in the hands of Tina and Randy to
help these homeless men, women, and children
to have a home.
The second $3,000 will go to support Ellen
Smith, a PCUSA Mission Co-Worker who
currently lives and works in the border
regions of Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, and
Poland. As you can imagine from all of the
turmoil in that region Ellen stays busy! She is
currently and quite literally walking, and at
times carrying, refugees across the Polish
border from the war-torn regions of Ukraine,
Russia, and Belarus. Ellen works with a
support network established by the Polish
Lutheran Church to ensure that these refugees are met with the love of Jesus,
food, clothing, and shelter.
Just think: That old toaster or table or glassware set that you didn’t want
anymore is now going to become a couch, clothing, a loving guide, or food
that is desperately needed by God’s children here at home in Erie and all the
way over in Eastern Europe.
God is constantly at work doing brand new and amazing things in our midst
and we are blessed and humbled to be called into this amazing work. What
once was old and not necessary is now new life and hope.

Per Capita Update:
•

The Per Capita assessment for 2022
is $32.00 per member.
•

•

Total due for the year: $6,666

What COTC pays monthly: $555.50
•

Received so far: $1,375

Thank you for your help being such a blessing to others!

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of August 2022:

Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$306,746

$171,172

$191,722

Missions Budget

$41,569

$22,046

$9,699

One Great Hour of Sharing: $954
Pentecost: $275

Thanks to your generosity and love
80 thanksgiving meal-kit bags were
filled and will be delivered to the
Erie City Mission. This means that
80 families will be able to enjoy a
full thanksgiving meal come this November
24th. Please return all bags by Sunday,
November 6th.

The Blizzard of Blankets was a
huge success with 106 blankets!
The Erie homeless will be blessed by your
generosity! And it looks like the Thanksgiving
bags will be another huge success!

YeshuwaReviews
“HIGHLY FAVOURED”
by Savannah Rè
I hope your autumn has been full of colorful leaves, warm
drinks, soup, and love and togetherness as mine has; this
season has been a season of new beginnings for me too. It’s
important to embrace change, especially as people in an area
that experiences all four seasons. We are always subject to
the change in the seasons so it's important to look positively
upon the change; after all, change and God’s love are the
only things that are constant.
This November I’d like to share with you all a song I’ve had
on repeat for a few weeks by Savannah Ré, a rhythm and
blues artist from Scarborough, Ontario who has been getting
some recent buzz. Her song, “Highly Favored” from her
2020 debut album,“Opia” has become a recent addition to
my new found favorites. While the song is short, its
meaning is straight to the point. I enjoyed the simplistic
music video having a fresh set of vocals and an overall live
performance feel in comparison to the studio recording of
the song, which is incredibly capturing.
“I know it gets annoying when I ask if you still love me
Just a product of my experience
Learnin' to love myself through loving you”
In the opening line of the song we hear how Ré seems to
battle with receiving love and needing constant reassurance.
Being a “product of her experience” means that she has
experienced losing a love before, which is the reason why
she needs constant reassurance that the love is still there. We
also hear how she struggles with loving herself but is
finding out how to love herself through whom the song is to
by loving her with all her imperfections.

“Nothing before you exists
I'm convinced heaven exists”
In the bridge of the song Ré repeats the line “Nothing
before you exists” and we, as the listener, find out that this
song is like a prayer to God. In the chorus she even says the
line that she is “Asking God to let me see another day”.
“Know I'm not worthy, but I got a purpose
There ain't no other way
But to stay prayed up”
We too know that we’re not worthy of God’s unconditional
love, but it is poured out on us, even though it may not
always be the easiest to see. It's important that we keep our
faith and love in God, because there really “ain't no other
way but to stay prayed up.” God has always known our
purpose and our purpose is able to be revealed to us
through our Savior.
I’ve been loving this new track and all the blessings I’ve
found myself receiving. Simplicity is key and this song is
one of those songs that capture it perfectly. So, as the leaves
change and the hoodies and cardigans slowly turn into
jackets and coats I hope you all see that you are highly
favored, embrace the change, and grow further and closer
in your personal and spiritual relationships.

GOD BLESS

~Yeshuwa Myers

Adult Christian Ed
For November 6, 13, 20, we will work
together in small groups to read,
interpret, and teach the meaning of a
variety of Bible passages.

of Erie City
Mission
During September through October, COTC was happy to provide the gym
facility to Urban University of Erie City Mission for their students and
mentors to play and learn Pickle Ball. Urban University is a youth program
that hosts both after school and summer courses for middle school and high
school students in Erie, PA. Their programs offer students the opportunity
for leadership development through career exploratory, academic enrichment, athletic and youth commerce experiences. We thank RoseMarie
Croce for her dedication and communication to making these practices
happen and to all of the wonderful mentors including Don Wolfe and Dian
Tessauro for their time and efforts to watch and train the students. We look
forward to hosting this group again in the Spring of 2023!

Beginning November 27 and continuing
throughout advent, we will read and discuss
“Holy Disruption: Discovering Advent in the
Gospel of Mark” by The Rev. Tracy S. Daub,
a Presbyterian Minister serving in Buffalo,
NY.

For more information on this program please visit their website at
https://www.eriecitymission.org/our-programs/youth-ministries

2022 ERIE COUNTY CROP HUNGER WALK UPDATE
God cleared the rain and gave us a beautiful afternoon to walk on
Sunday, September 25! Thanks to all of our dedicated walkers and
generous sponsors for “being the hands and feet of Christ” to help
feed the hungry. When we shared the results of our collection with
CROP chairperson Jim Haas, he said that he was “dumbfounded.” As
one of the leading fundraisers each year, Jim was praying that COTC
might again be in the $11,000 range.
Once again, this church has gone above and beyond to raise money
for CROP. Not only did we top last year’s total, this is the most
money we have raised in our 7 years as your team captains. Are you
ready for this? (DRUM ROLL) --- $13,056 !!!! You folks are truly
amazing, and I know that you feel like we do that all glory goes to
God!
Please join us in thanking our wonderful Walkers:
Becky Beham

Yeshuwa Myers

Jim Boland & Tess Carlucci

Jim & Sue Ohrn

Linda Houston & Jim Butts

Rob Ricart

Marie Callahan
Marijane & Joe Dillon and
grandkids Collin & Everly

Tina & Randy Schiefelbein &
friends from Embracing Our
Veterans (Alex, Amber, Ellie,
LeAnn, Heather, Rob, Melissa,
Edin)

Bob Griffin

Diane Sheffer

Brady & Drew Himes

Sharon Sitter

Dennis & Carolyn Huzinec

Dian Tessauro

Min Kim

Sue Tibbits

Susan McConnell

John & Karen Kelly Schmitt

Barb Clark

And now for the moment you have been waiting for: who
raised the most money this year and took home the prestigious
Red Sneaker Award. With an outstanding total of $1,400,
please join us in congratulating Becky Beham! You may
remember that Becky and her late, beloved husband John also
won the Red Sneaker in 2019.
For those of you who like numbers and history, here is what
COTC has done over the last 7 years raising money for CROP:

2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022

$9,024
$10,172
$11,600
$8,975
$10,186
$11,830
$13,056

God is indeed good! And so are the people of COTC who
respond to Jesus’ command to feed the hungry.
We will provide an update on the total amount of money raised
for the Walk when all donations have been counted. Please
mark your calendars and plan to be part of our COTC CROP
Walk Team on Sunday, September 24, 2023!
Thanks again everybody! ~Karen & John Schmitt

CROP: WALK. GIVE.

CHANGE THE WORLD.

Thank You Letter
“My sincere appreciation for the get well cards
and well wishes sent to me for my recent knee
surgery. Very thankful for the concern!”
~Barb Clark

COTC Greeters!
There is a sign up clipboard for those who would like to greet
on Sunday mornings! All Sunday/holiday dates are listed.
Simply add your name and number.
This can be found on the table when you first walk in to the
church building (worship entrance). For questions, contact
Mary Trostle!

Employee Spotlight

Maddy Turk
Nursery Care Worker
Maddy is 16 years old and
was born and raised in
Erie, Pennsylvania. She
attends McDowell High
School and is currently in
her junior year. In the
future, Maddy plans to go
to college in-state at a big campus such as Pitt or
Penn State for either pre-med or psychology.
Birthday: January 3rd
Hobbies: Dances at Marguerites Dance Academy (hip-hop)
and Interns at Tracy Elementary School. She loves to read,
travel, and listen to music. She also enjoys hanging out with
her friends and visiting her cousins in New York. Her father,
Matthew Turk, is a football coach at Franklin High School
and she loves going and watching his games! Finally, she
got her license in August and driving is one of her favorite
things to do.
Favorite Sports Team: Pittsburgh Steelers
Favorite TV Series:

Pastor Drew Himes, Yeshuwa Myers, Taylor Powell, Dr. Sarah Kahl

Fun Fact: Maddy has danced since she was
three years old! She also has friends from all
over the world!

LET'S KEEP ON

FILLING THAT CART!
The West Millcreek Food Pantry sees a steady stream of cars (and
some people walking with wagons) for two hours, filled with
extremely appreciative people receiving food to help feed their
families, especially knowing that some have children who
otherwise may not get enough to eat. Many are senior citizens
trying to get by. We at COTC are a blessing to the Food Pantry by
helping them to feed these people, by bringing in a few food items
at a time! Please remember to pick up a couple of extra items
when you’re out shopping if you’re able!

November 6:

Jelly and flour and/or sugar

November 13:

Bar soap & canned meat

November 20:

Dish soap & instant potato flakes

November 27:

Toilet paper & pork and beans

Any/all donations are greatly appreciated!

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you!
The arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with items around the house.
The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:
Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10
on how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.
Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set
has an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a
picture format.
Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities
Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads
the weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children
can follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenck for getting this live on the COTC website.
Also to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information
and to Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

“Let no day slip over without some comfort received from the Word of God."
~John Knox (1514-1572)
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

Friday
3

Saturday
5

4
8:00 – AA

Choir 6-7:30 pm

Fill That Cart - Jelly and
flour and/or sugar

6

7

8

All-Ages Sunday
School—9am

9

Session—7pm

10

11

12
8 :00 – AA

Choir 6-7:30 pm

Fill That Cart - Bar soap
and canned meat

9:50am Worship
13

14

15

16

All-Ages Sunday
School—9am

17

18

19
8:00 – AA

Choir 6-7:30 pm

Fill That Cart - Dish
soap and potato flakes
(for Sunday)

9:50am Worship
20

21

22

All-Ages Sunday
School—9am

23

Closed at Noon

9:50am Worship
27

28

All-Ages Sunday
School—9am

29

24

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

25

Office
Closed

30

Faith Circle - 1pm
Contact Becky Beham
with questions

9:50am Worship

Contact Pastor Drew for Zoom
information!

COTC’s food pantry cart is always accepting items!
Donate your canned or boxed items at COTC!

26
8:00 – AA
Fill That Cart - Toilet
paper and pork & beans

