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Return Service
Requested

“Just like the clay in the
potters hand, so are you
in my hand, O house of
Israel”
~Jeremiah 18:6

Church Office Updates
•

Office hours:

Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm
Fri 9am-1pm

Follow our Facebook page to join into
live worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM

•

www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie
Check our website page for updates, live

and past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org
•

•

•

Yeshuwa Myers, Taylor Powell, Pastor Drew Himes, Dr. Sarah Kahl, Amy Fugate

COTC’s Gym—Session has updated the facility
and building use agreement as well as an
update to the gym’s door system. Please call the
office for updates or to apply for renting the
space. Gym is only available to those approved
by Session through an application.
Please continue to mail in your contributions
or place them in the offering plate before or
after worship.

Office Closed Sept. 2nd, Friday, for parking lot
work.
Office Closed Sept. 5th, Monday, for Labor Day!

2022 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Facebook (January 2nd—August 28th)

Sarah Beham—9/01

Mary Ann Kellogg—9/06
Min Choo-Kim—9/12
Mackenzie Thomson—
9/12
Kevin Callahan—9/16
Ellen Lobb—9/16
Brianna Miller—9/17

Total Reach of Videos: 4,295

Dennis Huzinec—9/19

Total Engagement w/videos: 2,072

Alivia Fuchs—9/22

Total Views of Videos: 3,057*

Jayce Milie—9/23

Average Reach of Video (weekly): 116

Eliana Schenck—9/23

Average Engagement w/Video: 56

Nancy Daniel—9/25

Average Views: 83*

Mary Beth Schenck—
9/26

Reach/Engagement percentage: 48% (goal is 25%)

Bailey Sander—9/29

Average In-Person: 47

In-Person:
Total In-Person: 1,752
Definition of Terms
Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.

Mary & Robert Ricart—9/14

Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)

Patty & Perry Rearick—9/19

Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any
number of people.

Kathy & Everett Wetsell—9/27

*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

Pastor’s Message

f. Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love
your neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world?

g. Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?

During the month of September, I will mark seven years of being
ordained a Minister of the Word and Sacrament. I have made it a
regular tradition these past seven years that every September 13, I
read, recite, study, and reflect on the vows of ordination that I have
taken.
Those vows remain near and dear to my heart, much like my wedding
vows. The vows I took on that hot, rainy September afternoon seven
years ago were asked of me by Ruling Elder Dr. Sarah Crum, then
moderator of Kiskiminetas Presbytery. I was surrounded by old
friends, new colleagues, and strangers who I had yet to meet who all
stood behind me and placed a hand on my shoulders.
I was asked the following questions:
a. Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of
all and Head of the Church, and through him believe in one God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?
b. Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be,
by the Holy Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ
in the Church universal, and God’s Word to you?
c. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the
Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe
and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you
lead the people of God?
d. Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the
authority of Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions?
e. Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by
its discipline? Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry,
working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit?
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h. Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy,
intelligence, imagination, and love?
i. (3) Will you be a faithful minister of the Word and Sacrament,
proclaiming the good news in Word and Sacrament, teaching faith and
caring for people? Will you be active in government and discipline,
serving in the councils of the church; and in your ministry will you try
to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
These questions, while never able to encapsulate the entire life of faith,
do an excellent job of making me search deep within myself and
wonder again at what God has done, is doing, and will do with my life.
These questions ask me if I trust (or faith) Jesus Christ? Another way:
Suspending all other trust, do you place all your trust in and on Him?
These questions ask me to take God’s words for us seriously and to
study them, let them flood into my being, and assist me with discerning
God’s will for the church and the world.
These questions ask if I’ll try to live my life in the pattern of Jesus
Christ, to be a friend to my colleagues and be a neighbor to the world.
And my favorite: Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with
energy, intelligence, imagination, and love?
This has become my favorite vow because it asks so much of me: it
asks me to use my entire being and to have the imagination and love
that God has for each one of us.
And it also reminds me to humble myself and to be a servant. To live a
cruciform life and remember that Christ came to serve and not be
served and that called as a servant of His church, I must live the same
way.
Ministers, elders, and deacons take these vows once in their lives and
reaffirm them often. These are our wedding vows, in a sense, to be
married to Christ and His church.
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I also fully admit that there have been times when it was only these
vows which were propping me up. I have had days and seasons of
doubt. I have had moments of wondering whether or not I had faith
anymore. But when I read these vows again, I am taken back in time. I
am taken to the day I drove from my apartment in Pittsburgh, with
tears streaming down my face (which is odd because I like never, ever
cry) begging God, “Are you sure? I can always turn around. I don’t
know if I’m ready. I don’t know if I can do this!” I am taken back to
the moment I fell to my knees, bowed my head, and truly felt the
power…and weight…of the Holy Spirit being pressed onto me through
the hands of all those ministers and elders. And in those moments of
doubt, and skepticism, and downright questioning, I am reminded that
I made these vows to Almighty God who always says in a multitude of
ways, ‘You make your promises…and I will keep mine.’
When my vision has been too small…when my imagination has been
too shallow…when my trust was at an all time low…God reminds me,
again and again, that God is holding up God’s end of these vows. And
that gives me peace. And I can faith again.
Seven years doesn’t seem like a very long time in life. But sadly, it’s
more years of ordained ministry than most pastors will ever
experience. According to most measurements, the average Presbyterian
minister will only serve for five (5) years before they leave the
ministry altogether. I can fully attest: this is not an easy life. There is a
lot of weight on the shoulders of pastors and COVID only turned up
the heat. According to a recent survey conducted by the Barna
Research Group, nearly 50% of pastors (of all denominations across
the US) have considered leaving the ministry for good during the last
two years.
The weight of preaching and teaching the Good News, enacting the
Sacraments, providing pastoral care and working various forms of
organizational administration (which we never received any preparation for in seminary, mind you) weighs on us. We care deeply about
our work and our congregation and its members. Pastors are a group of
people who love very deeply but also who get wounded very quickly. I
guess it’s all the caring we’re asked to do and pouring out of ourselves
in service of others.
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And it’s hard because we have no one to talk to about our pastoral work.
What we do, you see, is very privileged. When someone shares a
challenge or difficulty in their life, it must pass from their lips and be
sealed in a vault. We walk around carrying the burdens of our
congregations and a dwindling Christian population and can’t speak
about it. Our spouses never know why we’re tired, or frustrated, or
downright cranky. Our friends don’t know why we never have time to
see them or can’t stay up too late or stay distant for long periods of time.
We vow to hold the people of God in our hearts and sometimes there’s
just no more room. Sure, we can and do talk to our colleagues about our
struggles but they, like us, are carrying the same burdens.
When I think of all the work I’ve done and the burdens I’ve carried, I
look back to my vows and remember, as I said above, God is holding up
God’s end of the vows. We do have someone we can talk to and share
with. We do have someone who gives us the strength. We just have to
remember it.
I hope you’ll join me this month remembering promises of your own.
Maybe they were your vows as an Elder. Maybe they were your
marriage vows. Maybe it’s just a promise you’ve made to a friend. Pray
for strength and wisdom this month with me and seek to live more fully
and deeply into these sacred commitments that you have made.
Peace and Joy,
The Rev. Drew Himes
Pastor

Pictures from September 13, 2015…
my ordination day.
Pastor 4

2022 ERIE COUNTY CROP HUNGER WALK

Total Donated: $8,178,207.00

We’re back! After a two-year hiatus due to the pandemic,
our regular whole community event is returning to Presque
Isle on Sunday, September 25!! Mark your calendars and
plan to join our COTC CROP team as we walk to help feed
the hungry. The 2021 raised $61,400 (the best in a number
of years), and we are hoping to top that total this year!
Sponsor sheets and other pertinent information will be
available at COTC on Sundays beginning August 21, 2022
CROP Walk shirts will also be available to order.

COTC Received: $11,197.58

Got questions? Contact John & Karen Schmitt at
814-440-6103 or john.schmitt@verizon.net.

Erie Gives Day 2022

Thank you for everyone who donated!
Please note, if you donated anonymously, you will not receive a
statement for taxes. COTC does not include your donation to Erie
Gives on the COTC contribution statements. Only checks made
directly to COTC go on those statements.

CROP Hunger Walk:
ENDING HUNGER ONE STEP AT A TIME!

The Blizzard of Blankets
Collecting until end of October! Will be delivered to
The Upper Room in the beginning of November!

Pastor Drew Himes, Yeshuwa Myers, Taylor Powell, Dr. Sarah Kahl

The Blizzard of Blankets is right around the corner! So now is the
time to begin making those blankets, or collecting or finding good
bargains on warm blankets to help our Erie homeless people stay
warm during the winter! The Upper Room’s Blizzard of Blankets
project culminates in October. Last year we donated 68 blankets and
$100. It was a real blessing to see some of the men excitedly taking
blankets before they even got them up to the Upper Room! They
were so appreciative! New or gently used blankets of ALL sizes are
accepted!

Children’s Christian Ed
New for fall 2022!
The Jesus Storybook Bible Curriculum
Sundays, 9:00 AM, 1st Floor, 1st-4th Grade Room
Each week a new Bible story with interesting activities and
exciting animated videos! Each child will receive their own
copy of The Jesus Storybook Bible.

Adult Christian Ed
For September and October, we are reading together Half Truths
by Rev. Adam Hamilton.
The schedule for “Half Truths” will be as follows:
September 11: Introduction and Set Up
September 18: “Everything Happens for a Reason”
September 25: “God Helps Those Who Help Themselves”
October 2: “God Won’t Give You More Than You Can Handle”
October 9: “God Said, I Believe, That Settles It”
October 16: “Love The Sinner, Hate the Sin”
October 23: Epilogue and Final Thoughts
There will be NO SUNDAY SCHOOL on September 4 (Labor
Day Weekend) and October 30. Sunday School will resume in
November!

Per Capita Update:
The Per Capita assessment for 2022 is
$32.00 per member.

•

•
•

Total due for the year: $6,666

What COTC pays monthly: $555.50
Received so far: $1,247

•

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of July 2022:

Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$204,497

$137,467

$151,297

Missions Budget

$27,712

$19,072

$7,471

One Great Hour of Sharing: $940
Pentecost: $275

October 22nd, 9:00 AM—3:00 PM
Join us for our rummage sale!

Oct. 24th, 9:00 AM—11:00 AM = BAG DAY!
$2.00 gets you a bag to stuff with goodies.
We are in need of volunteers to help setup
from Oct. 17th-21st from 9:00 AM—Noon.
You may bring your donations for the sale up
until Oct. 19th. Please visit during office hours
to gain access to the store room.
All proceeds will go to missions.

Taken by Sue Tibbits on August 10th, 2022

YeshuwaReviews
“Bounce Back”
by Yeshuwa Myers
September is the month that draws the summer of 2022 to a gradual close, and as we
observe the Autumn Equinox on September 22nd, we officially arrive in the season of fall.
The school buses are already getting packed with kids going back to school with college
campuses soon to follow suit, and lucky parents will be able to get a few minutes to themselves before enjoying the changing of the leaves and the weather cooling down on their
morning drive. We also remember this as a historic month in American history as we remember the heroes and victims who lost their lives on 9/11 in 2001.
With the seasons changing and everyone going back to their fall/winter routine I felt it
was a good time to not only give you a review, but also a first peek into a song I will be
releasing in the first week of September called, “Bounce Back”. This song came about
because sometimes we are on a good path and doing good things until something
unexpected knocks us off balance, but this song is about the part where we get back on our
path and back on our grind to being the best version of ourselves. Distractions are all around
us and even more prevalent now more than ever. It can be easy to become sidetracked, but
it’s important that we are able to lock in when we need to in order to do our jobs, further our
education, chase our dreams, or whatever it is we need to do to achieve our goals.

In all of my songs there is a spiritual reference as the Spirit assists me in the creation of
all of my music. I believe my music can inspire the faith of the Lord to its listeners. While
not every song is something straight from the Bible, its messages lift people with positivity,
and with small spiritual lines or references, can even lead listeners who align with other
topics. My lyrics or backing music genre speaks to then be curious to relate with those
topics, too.
Pressing my buttons, I'm ready to ride
More that they talk, add fuel to my drive
Pressing my line, could change your whole life
We going up, stairway to the sky, aye
Bouncing back from something that gets you down may not always be the easiest thing
to do. It might even take a long time to do, but I believe with perseverance, determination,
and self motivation we can bounce back from most things. Once we do, we usually feel
better than we had before, too.

Might be a sticky mission, but I'm sticking to it
Days get rough, but I tough my way through it
I’mma do it, like I work at Nike
In the North Pole cuz my style icy, aye!
While living our lives when we get into a rough patch may not make sense and may
lead us to question and make us feel doubtful. It may not make sense until years later when
we are telling the story of how we came out of a broken place and how we got to the place
we are now and telling that story to inspire someone else who may be in a similar situation.
The struggle can bring beauty, but we have to strive for success in order to get to see that
beauty.

The song starts out with the line, “Life is a teacher, ya know it’s (going to) test ya,”
which is the theme the song encompasses; the test of how you’re able to handle challenges
that come your way. God would never give us a challenge we were unable to overcome,
though.

Minty, yeah
Solve it just like Benji, yeah
Blessed up but life still tempt me, yeah
Blessed Boi that's for infinity, yeah, yeah

Have you ever had a thing that you did, but didn’t know there was a word or term that
describes it? Within the past year I learned there is a literary term for the next part of this
song, which I found pretty cool. This is a technique I use pretty often in my songs as a form
of word-play, which is a key element in hip-hop lyricism. I’ve found that I’ll say one thing
in a song, like for example the line I use for part of the chorus of this song goes: “Scale 110, how you bounce that?” Which could pertain to bouncing while dancing, but its intended
meaning for the song is asking the question: “On a scale of 1-10, how well do you bounce
back from a bad situation?” which ties into the song’s overall theme. This literary technique
is called ‘double-speak’. It's described as a way of “concealing the truth in a deceptive
manner” but it really depends on how the speaker intends the use.

This is one of my favorite parts of the song where the beat and the vocals change. I
wanted to point out this part because I mention that you can still be blessed but you’ll
always face temptations. I think that some of my friends who don’t attend church feel that
people who do are “perfect” when that isn’t the case at all, but quite the opposite. Church is
a gathering of people who know they may make some mistakes in life, but we gather to
worship, praise God, and show him that we’re ready to Bounce Back with His help.

Life gon’ measure how you bounce back,
Scale 1-10, how you bounce that?
Peep what I mean from the outside,
Deepen the meaning when defined
Life gon’ measure how you bounce back,
How resilient you are,
Deep with the team and we outside,
Aligning our spiritual eye

With autumn surely upon us I hope you’re ready to Bounce Back into work, school, and
the change of the seasons. I know I’m ready for the changing of the leaves, the celebrations
on the horizon, and most of all, I’m ready to Bounce Back with all of you when the song is
released!

GOD BLESS

~Yeshuwa Myers

CAMPFIRE SING-A-LONG
Saturday, September 17 @ 6:00 PM
Join us for the Campfire Sing-A-Long! We’ll provide
water and all the fixings for s’mores. You bring a
lawn chair (we’ll have extra chairs too), a favorite
drink, and a treat to share with all. We’ll sit around
campfires laughing, telling stories, and singing old
camp songs.
Invite a friend…invite 12…bring the neighborhood!
This is shaping up to be a fun evening for all! Games
and activities for kids (of all ages) will be available.
Come enjoy one of the last nights we can enjoy
outside before the season ends!
(If it rains, we’ll move into the gym.)

Have you ever wondered what it is like
singing in a choir?
We invite you to come and see for yourself!
•Singing •Fellowship •Devotional Time

COTC CHOIR
OPEN HOUSE!
Thursday, September 15

6:00p.m.-7:30p.m.
Choir Room

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Contact Dr. Sarah Kahl for more information

Stay tuned to hear the single!

Performed on May 3rd, 2022 during worship.

Presbyterian Women of the Lake Erie Presbytery invite the
women of our churches to attend a...

FALL GATHERING
Saturday, October 1st, 9 AM—1:30 PM
Church of the Covenant
Highlights of the day:


Breakfast (Registration at 9 AM)



Video from PW of Ghana



Fun filled worship!



Keynote Speaker



Presbyterian Women’s business meeting



Songs, prayer, and fellowship

$7 per person. Please send your registration and a check
made out to: First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant
by September 19th.
Church:

Women Attending:

Name:
Phone #:

Email:

Please mail your registration and check to
First Covenant - 250 W 7th St, Erie, PA 16501
(Do not send to COTC)
Contact Karen Haas with questions :
karenhaas79@gmail.com or 814-397-1619

LET'S KEEP ON

FILLING THAT CART!
The West Millcreek Food Pantry registered 5 new families again
on the last Tuesday in May, and they also now have 9 Ukrainian
families. It’s amazing to see a steady stream of cars (and some
people walking with wagons) for two hours, filled with extremely
appreciative people receiving food to help feed their families,
especially knowing that some have children who otherwise may
not get enough to eat. Many are senior citizens trying to get by.
We at COTC are a blessing to the Food Pantry by helping them to
feed these people, by bringing in a few food items at a time!
Please remember to pick up a couple of extra items when you’re
out shopping if you’re able!

September 4:

Jelly and flour and/or sugar

September 11:

Bar soap & canned meat

September 18:

Dish soap & instant potato flakes

September 25:

Toilet paper & pork and beans

Any/all donations are greatly appreciated!

Unfortunate Church Bulletin Typos

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!

"If you need to heave during the Postlude, please do so quietly."
"The Senior Choir invites any member of the congregation who
enjoys sinning to join the choir."
"Barbara remains in the hospital and needs blood donors for
more transfusions. She is also having trouble sleeping and
requests tapes of Pastor Nelson's sermons."
"Applications are now being accepted for 2 year-old nursery
workers."
"The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind.
They may be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon."

"Maundy Thursday service: The ladies of the altar guild will be
stripping on the altar."
"The associate minister unveiled the church's new tithing
campaign slogan last Sunday: 'I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours.'"
"A cookbook is being compiled by the ladies of the church.
Please submit your favorite recipe, also a short antidote for it."

“Thank you Steve, who once again has worked hard to clean the
pastor off the basement floor.”
“Potluck supper Sunday at 5pm — prayer and medication to
follow.”
“Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid
of those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your
husbands.”

Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you!
The arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with items around the house.
The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:
Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10
on how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.
Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set
has an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a
picture format.
Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities
Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads
the weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children
can follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenck for getting this live on the COTC website.
Also to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information
and to Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be praised!
“ ~Psalm 113:3
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Choir 6-7:30 pm

4

All-Ages Sunday
School—9am

9:50am Worship
11

5

6

7

8:00 – AA

COTC Office
Closed!

Fill That Cart - Jelly and
flour and/or sugar

9

12

13

14

9:50am Worship
19

20

21

All-Ages Sunday
School—9am

8 :00 – AA

15

Choir Open
House!
6:00-7:30 pm

16
Fill That Cart - Dish
soap and potato flakes
(for Sunday)

22

CROP HUNGER
WALK

8:00 – AA

CAPFIRE SING-A-LONG
6:00 pm

24
8:00 – AA
Fill That Cart - Toilet
paper and pork & beans

9:50am Worship

9:50am Worship

17

23

Choir 6-7:30 pm

All-Ages Sunday School—
9am

10

Fill That Cart - Bar soap
and canned meat

Session—7pm

25

3

2

Choir 6-7:30 pm

Labor Day!
COTC Office
Closed!

All-Ages Sunday
School—9am

18

8

Saturday

26

Newsletter
Submissions Due

27
Faith Circle - 1pm

28

29

30

Choir 6-7:30 pm

Contact Becky Beham
w/ questions

COTC’s food pantry cart is always accepting items!

Contact Pastor Drew for Zoom

Donate your canned or boxed items at COTC!

information!

