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Church Office Updates
•

Office hours:

Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm
Fri 9am-1pm

Follow our Facebook page to join into
live worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM

•

www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie
Check our website page for updates, live
and past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org
•

Yeshuwa Myers, Taylor Powell, Pastor Drew Himes, Dr. Sarah Kahl, Amy Fugate

COTC’s Gym—Session has updated the facility
and building use agreement as well as an
update to the gym’s door system. Please call the
office for updates or to apply for renting the
space. Gym is only available to those approved
by Session through an application.
Please continue to mail in your contributions
or place them in the offering plate before or
after worship.

2022 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Carole Bush—7/02

Luke Trostle—7/18

Lauren Heidt—7/02

Laura Weber—7/19

Kevin McConnell—7/05

Samantha Kennedy—7/22

Mary McCain—7/06

Erica Lyle—7/23

Jenna Schmitt—7/06

Joan Middleton—7/24

Emma Whiteman—7/06

Barbara Eisert—7/26

Everett Kahl—7/07

Laurie Hirt—7/27

Rebecca Beham—7/12

Chelsea Warner—7/27

John Gorndt—7/12

Lois Branch—7/28

Mary Lynne Ricart—7/13

Amya Grieshaber—7/30

Wyatt Arneman—7/17

Facebook (January 2nd—June 26th)
Total Reach of Videos: 3,356
Total Engagement w/videos: 1,582
Total Views of Videos: 2,432*
Average Reach of Video (weekly): 120
Average Engagement w/Video: 57
Average Views: 87*
Reach/Engagement percentage: 47% (goal is 25%)

In-Person:
Average In-Person: 47
Total In-Person: 1,307
Definition of Terms
Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.

David & Sarah Kahl—7/01

Susan & Ronald McConnell—7/17

Gordon & Helen Rater—7/02

Matthew & Jennifer Trott—7/19

Brian & Julia Swanson—7/06

Kevin & Jennifer Cain—7/24

Linda & Bob O’Malley—7/10

William & Marie Callahan—7/29

Robert & Donna Walkow—7/10

Dennis & Carolyn Huzinec—7/29

Jim & Sue Ohrn—7/13

David & Marjorie McConahy—7/31

Mary & Stephen Oas—7/15

Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)
Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any
number of people.
*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

Pastor’s Message
One of the sad facts of our modern day is how little we each know
about the Bible or how very little time we spend reading its
words. These are words for us; these are our words; these are
words of life and freedom. The Protestant Reformation of the 15th
and 16th centuries had many important aims it wished to
accomplish but highest among these, I think, was unlocking the
text of Scripture for ALL of God’s people.
The Bible was never meant to be a secret kept away from the holy
community. It was never meant merely for scholars and clergy.
The Bible contains God’s words for us, as people of all times and
places, meant to inspire our hearts and minds to a new relationship
with our loving, liberating, and life-giving God revealed by Jesus
Christ, affirmed by the Spirit, and testified to in the pages of the
Biblical text.
As I have often said, I love studying the Bible. There are few
things that give me as much joy as digging into the text deeply
and falling in love, again, with our God. The Bible is a library of
poetry, prose, history, romance, action-adventure, and more!
There are texts that sound as if we ourselves had written them.
There are texts which inspire our faith and action. There are texts
that knock our socks off.

For example, on July 3, we’ll consider the Christian virtue of
patience. How does patience relate to the Bible? Simply put, if
we don’t wait on the Spirit and listen for Its words for us, we
may turn the Bible into a stick that we use to whack people over
the head with. We may ignore the beauty of the wisdom right
before our eyes as we read.
On July 10, we’ll stop and remember that the Bible is full of
words that are really harsh and hard to listen to. I often like to
say, ‘The Bible is comforting, but it’s not comfortable.’

On July 17, we’re going to ask and answer the age-old question:
Is the God revealed in the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) the
same as the one revealed by Jesus in the Greek Bible (New
Testament)? Or, are we dealing with a set of texts showing us
two completely different gods?
July 24 will have us engaging our desire for reading the Biblical
text: Faith seeking understanding. Our faith in God should,
hopefully, make us more curious to know and understand God’s
words for us revealed in the Bible.
And finally, on July 31, we’ll take one final look at the Bible and
hopefully see that each word, each sentence, each verse and
chapter, are truly a love poem inspired by God to speak deeply to
our innermost being, grabbing hold of the deepest parts of us,
and causing us to well up with love and passion for the God who
has such great love and passion for us.

In an attempt to inspire us all to be better students and readers of
these liberating words, we’ll spend the month of July considering
what the Bible is and what it is not; what it says and what it does
not say. Ultimately, my goal is that it will inspire, even just one of
you, to read your Bible more often and more closely.

I hope that you’ll all be able to join this journey through our
sacred text and fall in love, again, with God and God’s beautiful
words for us.

Each Sunday we’ll hear from a different text or texts and we’ll
consider one of these many questions.

The Rev. Drew Himes

Pastor 1

Peace and Joy,

Pastor
Pastor 2

The Church Family Walk
Spaghetti Dinner Benefit

On June 15, 2022, many members, friends, and family members
attended the Church Family Walk. They arrived at Asbury Barn
around 6pm. It was around 90 degrees during the walk, but there
were very nice cool breezes! They all enjoyed God's beauty and
sounds throughout the walk.

For

Thank you to all who came out and enjoyed the walk!

Embracing Our Veterans—

Jim and Sue Ohrn, Rob Ricart, Jim Butts, and Carolyn Karle

Homeless Veterans Project

3330 West 26th Street
Sunday, July 24th, 2022 @ 2PM to 5PM
Dinner includes:

Spaghetti, Salad, Rolls and Butter and Dessert
$10.00 per Adult and $5.00 Children under 10 yrs.
Game of Chance—Basket and Item Raffles

Tickets available at: Butch’s Family Restaurant
Embracing Our Veterans
OR
3823 West 12th Street
Erie, Pa 16505
814-636-1950 Call for more information

July Mission of the Month

Per Capita Update:
The Per Capita assessment for 2022 is
$32.00 per member.

•

•
•

Total due for the year: $6,666

What COTC pays monthly: $555.50
•

Received so far: $1,216

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of April 2022:

Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$116,855

$101,835

$110,734

Missions Budget

$15,835

$14,548

$5,269

One Great Hour of Sharing: $940
Pentecost: $275

Embracing Our Veterans
Our Veterans really need our help this year! Last year, we
collected $4,030 which we used to get gift cards to Ollie's. Tina
Schiefelbein and her crew can buy good mattresses at Ollie's and
they even give them a discount, up to 20%! Can we beat that
amount this year? Also, they desperately need used but
functional appliances and smaller furniture….refrigerators,
stoves, microwave ovens, washers and dryers, smaller couches
and smaller kitchen tables and chairs.
Another opportunity to help our Veterans is a spaghetti dinner at
Butch's restaurant on July 24th from 3:00 to 5:00. You can
purchase tickets ahead or at the door. $10 for adults and $5 for
children under 10. You'll get spaghetti and meatballs, a salad,
coffee, roll and butter, and dessert. There will be a basket option.
It's a great fundraiser for them! Check out the flyer on the next
page! Wouldn't it be neat if we could get a whole bunch of us to
dine together at Butch's?
Recall - Last year we donated $4,030, so let's see if we can top
that! We need to help our Veterans!!!

They worked in the fields from sun-up to sundown. And sundown was a long way
off. South of the field, he could see the Red River shimmering in the sun. Can’t
you just imagine that suddenly Uncle Wallace was tired of it all?” Wallace became
known for his songs. Amongst his most popular are “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”
and another hymn we might be familiar with, “Steal Away to Jesus”.

“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”
by Wallace Willis
Last Sunday on June 26, 2022, we heard a performance of “Swing Low, Sweet
Chariot” that I hadn’t heard of before. I know some of the history of the song, and I
thought, in respect of Juneteenth, I would dive into the history of this classic hymn.
There are clearly a bunch of different versions of the song; some of which can
change the mood of the hymn from uplifting to somber, but the story of the song is
definitely an uplifting one.
“Swing low, sweet chariot / Coming for to carry me home”
The history of this hymn comes from a town located near present-day Hugo and
Fort Towson that used to be known as Doaksville, Oklahoma in the summer of
1840. On the plantation of Burt Willis was a slave named Wallace “Uncle” Willis
and his wife, Aunt Minerva. Britt Willis was a wealthy half-Irish, half-Choctaw
farmer who used to have a plantation in Holly Springs, Mississippi, but when
President Andrew Jackson signed "The Indian Removal Act," into order, it forced
the Native American tribes of the Cherokees, Creeks, Chickasaws, Choctaws,
Seminole, and Ponca nations off their land in the southeastern United States. This
even included the mixed plantation owner Burt Willis and all his slaves to go to
Oklahoma. This exodus is commonly referred to as the “Trail of Tears”.
“I looked over Jordan, and what did I see / Coming for to carry me home”
Wallace Willis was born in 1820 and was just a young man when he was sent to
Oklahoma. He was born on the Willis plantation in 1820 and had only known the
life of a slave his entire life. It wasn’t until being forced to move to Doaksville, that
he had began making “plantation songs”. When Britt’s granddaughter, Jimmie
Kirby, was interviewed she could remember the slaves singing the songs. She
described it as: “Mama said it was on a hot August day in 1840. They were hoeing
the long rows of cotton in the rich bottomland field. No doubt [Wallace] was very
tired.

Wallace Willis and Aunt Minerva, his wife, were sent by their owner to work at the
Spencer Academy where Reverend Alexander Reid was the superintendent. The
song circulated through the students, who were young Choctaw boys. This song
was one of several that Wallace sang to entertain the students there. Reid was at a
performance of the Jubilee Singers of Fisk University in Nashville and he felt the
song he heard the Willis’ were singing would fit their arrangement, so he finished
the songs and the Jubilee Singers performed them in the United States and Europe,
giving the songs much more popularity and making the first recording of the song
in 1909.
“A band of angels coming after me / Coming for to carry me home”
The song had a spark in the 1960s during the Civil Rights movement and the folk
revival movement. “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” was even performed by Joan Baez
during the 1969 Woodstock music festival. The song became the official
Oklahoma state gospel song in 2011. The meaning behind the hymn has ties to
both; the story in The Bible of Elijah in 2 Kings being taken to heaven in a chariot,
and also a prayer from a longing slave to be freed from slavery. On June 20th this
year many people celebrated Juneteenth. Juneteenth is a holiday commemorating
the emancipation of enslaved African Americans. Juneteenth is the anniversary of
the June 19, 1865 announcement of General Order No. 3 by Union Army general
Gordon Granger proclaiming freedom for enslaved people in Texas.
I’ve heard this song all my life in various churches, at various events, and even in
various ways. In my opinion “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” is a powerfully uplifting
song that became an anthem to people of all races to be and live freely together.

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers
References:
“Juneteenth.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 27 June 2022, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juneteenth. Lawford, Emily. “Swing Low,
Sweet Chariot: The Meaning behind the England Rugby Anthem.” Evening Standard, Evening Standard, 19 June 2020, https://
www.standard.co.uk/sport/rugby/swing-low-sweet-chariot-song-meaning-rugby-review-a4473681.html.
Mchie, Benjamin. “The 'Indian Removal Act' Is Signed.” African American Registry, 26 Nov. 2021, https://aaregistry.org/story/native-andafrican-americans-removed/.
Mchie, Benjamin. “Wallace Willis, Lyricist Born.” African American Registry, 17 Dec. 2021, https://aaregistry.org/story/wallace-willislyricist-born/.

“Negro Spiritual – Swing Low, Sweet Chariot.” Genius, https://genius.com/Negro-spiritual-swing-low-sweet-chariot-annotated. Shmoop
Editorial Team.

Sunday Supper at
Church of the Covenant
We thank those who joined us on June 19th to help
prepare meals for people experiencing homelessness.
With everyone’s help, those who attended took and
served dinner; meatball subs, watermelon, chips and ice
cream sandwiches to needy and hungry people. They
greatly appreciated the warm meal and we were very
gratified and blessed. We will be doing this again on
September 25th, which is also the day of the Crop
Walk, so we can spend a full day being God's hands and
feet! So put that date on your calendar if you would like
to help out!

Christian Ed:
Throughout July and August, we’ll be studying together “The Parables and Miracles of Jesus” from
the four Gospels. This series will be led by members of the Sunday School class who will select a
favorite teaching parable or miracle story. Do you
have a favorite you’d like to learn more about and
share your knowledge of? Just want to learn more
about these famous stories? Come on in Sunday
mornings at 9am in the Sunset Room!

The Blizzard of Blankets
For all you folks who enjoy making tie blankets, heads up!

The Blizzard of Blankets is right around the corner!
So now is the time to begin making those blankets, or
collecting or finding good bargains on warm blankets to
help our Erie homeless people stay warm during the
winter! The Upper Room’s Blizzard of Blankets project
culminates in October. Last year we donated 68
blankets and $100. It was a real blessing to see some of
the men excitedly taking blankets before they even got
them up to the Upper Room! They were so appreciative! Think we can exceed last year’s numbers?
Sue Ohrn, Marie Callahan, Amya Worf, Carolyn Karle, (Tim Tracy),
Becky Beham, Katie Hamilton (who goes every Sunday by the way)
and Jim Ohrn.

A big thank you to all our amazing bell ringers this past
year. I am continually thankful for their positive spirit and
dedication to our music ministry. What a blessing to make
music with all these amazing musicians!
COTC Ringers 21/22:
Marion Bennett
Marie Callahan
Ben Fugate
Katherine Fugate
Carter Houston
Linda Houston

Sue Ohrn
Rob Ricart
Sue Tibbits
Steven Trott
Laura Weber
Lori Wolfe

Our COTC Ringers may be taking a break this summer,
but there will still be handbells ringing! Allison Snyder
will be joining me in a handbell duet in July. Allison is a
member at Girard Presbyterian and rings handbells
there. We will be ringing at COTC on July 17th and then
we will ring at Girard on July 24th.
As always, please contact me if you would like to know
more about our ministry. There is a place for everyone! I
love new ringers - no musical experience needed.
Blessings,
Amy Fugate

Missionary Update:
Barb Marang &Rosemary
On Wednesday June 29, COTC was visited by our mission co-workers
Barb Marang and Rosemary who labor for Christ in Honduras. Barb and
Rosemary met with Pastor Drew, Sue Tibbits and Becky Wilson from the
Session Mission Committee, and Taylor Powell.

During this get together, Barb and Rosemary gave us an update on their
work and how God continues to bless and expand their efforts to improve
the welfare and lives of those whom God has called them to serve.
As you might recall, Barb and Rosemary are teachers at Abundant Life
Academy, a private school in the City of Choluteca located in Southern
Honduras not far from the El Salvador border. Barb teaches Bible (she
used to teach Math and Physics) and Rosemary has been promoted to
Prayer (she used to teach Bible and lead daily devotions) which means
she spends the school day praying for the schools and teachers and
devoted to studying Scripture. Both Barb and Rosemary have been in
Honduras for thirty years and Rosemary will celebrate her 80th birthday
this year!
During the evenings and weekends, Barb and Rosemary run Bible studies
and food distributions in six different locations throughout their region.
These Bible studies are known far and wide and attract hundreds of
people. In fact, their Bible study in Limon de la Cerca attracts 500 or 600
people…and they provide food for everyone!
Barb and Rosemary also lead efforts to assist with building homes. As
you can see from the pictures, many of the local people live in what is
nothing more than a shack made of pallets, scrap metal, and tarps. During
the six months of the rainy season, their homes flood causing raw sewage
to float around the people posing a serious health risk. Thanks to their
efforts seven complete block houses have been constructed using local
workers and suppliers.

These ladies also help to individually sponsor or arrange sponsorship for
children, especially girls, to obtain a good education. The typical
public-school classroom in Honduras has 100 children for every teacher
with no desks, textbooks, supplies, air conditioning, or other amenities.
Thus, their sponsorships allow these children to attend private schools
where the teacher to student ratio is roughly 30:1, there are textbooks,
desks, and plenty of support. By providing positive educational
opportunities, these children will be able to obtain better paying jobs,
attend local or international universities, and improve the quality of life
for more Honduran people.

While our time together on June 29 ended with prayer, our prayers for
them can never end. Let’s keep these in mind over the next year:
+COVID-19 vaccines and support for all the Honduran people;
+Better paying jobs to be made available to the Honduran people;
+That Barb and Rosemary will be able to continue traveling, offering
Bible studies and food parcels in the many locations they visit weekly;

+That more homes can be built for the local people of Choluteca to get
them into stable housing;
+That more opportunities and funds will be made available to support
children, especially girls, to have access to high-quality education to
provide them the best foundation and future.

See next page for more photos!

Thank you for all that you do to make
the world a better place!

Monday Bible Studies

Before and after a reconstruction of a house.

An average of 100-300 people attend! You can see everyone
gathering down a driveway, eager for bible lessons, story
telling, and some attendees even put on presentations such as
puppet shows!

Outreaches to Limon de la Cerca : 500-600 people attend!

LET'S KEEP ON

Thank You Letters
COTC received the following thank you letters
from the following missions:
Children’s Advocacy Center—Executive Director

“With a contribution of $1,000, made on 5/25/2022, the
members of Church of the Cross have joined our effort to help
these children. With this very generous gift, the members of
Church of the Cross have become part of the solution to the
problem of child abuse in our community. On behalf of the
children, we thank you all.”
West Ridge Fire Department—Lt. Jerry Lauer

“West Ridge Fire Department thanks you for your support of
our 2022 fund drive. We are grateful for you donation of $200.
With your contribution to our fund drive, our volunteers can
focus on training and providing quality emergency response
services when the needs arise. Again, thank you for your
continued support.”
Crime Victim Center—Angie Devine

“Thanks to you and your continued support of our crucial
work, we may continue to offer healing and hope to victims of
sexual assault and other crime. Please know that you donation
funds our 24-hour hotline, education efforts, crisis counseling,
court accompaniment, and restitution assistance.”
(Donated $1,000)

FILLING THAT CART!
The West Millcreek Food Pantry registered 5 new families again
on the last Tuesday in May, and they also now have 9 Ukrainian
families. It’s amazing to see a steady stream of cars (and some
people walking with wagons) for two hours, filled with extremely
appreciative people receiving food to help feed their families,
especially knowing that some have children who otherwise may
not get enough to eat. Any many are senior citizens trying to get
by. We at COTC are a blessing to the Food Pantry by helping
them to feed these people, by bringing in a few food items at a
time! Please remember to pick up a couple of extra items when
you’re out shopping if you’re able!

July 3:

Jelly and flour and/or sugar

July 10:

Bar soap & canned meat

July 17:

Dish soap & instant potato flakes

July 24:

Toilet paper & pork and beans

July 31:

Tuna & rice

Any/all donations are greatly appreciated!

Funny Church Stories:
Show and Tell
A kindergarten teacher gave her class a "show and tell"
assignment. Each student was instructed to bring in an
object that represented their religion to share with the
class.
The first student got up in front of the class and said, "My
name is Benjamin and I am Jewish and this is a Star of
David."
The second student got up in front of the class and
said, "My name is Mary. I'm a Catholic and this is a Rosary."
The third student got in up front of the class and said, "My
name is Tommy. I am Presbyterian, and this is a casserole."

The Best Way To Pray

A priest, a minister and a guru sat discussing the
best positions for prayer, while a telephone repairman
worked nearby
"Kneeling is definitely the best way to pray," the priest
said.
"No," said the minister. "I get the best results standing with
my hands outstretched to Heaven."
"You're both wrong," the guru said. "The most effective
prayer position is lying down on the floor."
The repairman could contain himself no longer. "Hey,
fellas," he interrupted. "The best prayin' I ever did was
when I was hangin' upside down from a telephone pole."

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you!
The arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with items around the house.
The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:
Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10
on how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.
Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set
has an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a
picture format.
Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities
Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads
the weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children
can follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenck for getting this live on the COTC website.
Also to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information
and to Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2
8:00 – AA
Fill That Cart - Jelly and
flour and/or sugar

3

Adult Sunday
School—9am

4

5

6

7

8
8 :00 – AA

OFFICE CLOSED

Fill That Cart - Bar soap
and canned meat

9:50am Worship
10

9

11

12

13

14

15

Adult Sunday
School—9am

16
8:00 – AA
Fill That Cart - Dish
soap and potato flakes

9:50am Worship
17

18

19

20

21

22

Adult Sunday
School—9am

23
8:00 – AA

Fill That Cart - Toilet
paper and pork & beans

9:50am Worship
24

Adult Sunday
School—9am

9:50am Worship

25

Newsletter
Submissions Due

26

27

Faith Circle - 1pm
Contact Becky Beham
w/ questions

28

29

30
8:00 – AA
Fill That Cart - Tuna & rice

31

Adult Sunday
School—9am

9:50am Worship

COTC’s food pantry cart is always accepting items!

Contact Pastor Drew for Zoom

Donate your canned or boxed items at COTC!

information!

