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Church Office Updates
•

Office hours:

Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm
Fri 9am-1pm

Follow our Facebook page to join into
live worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM

•

www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie
Check our website page for updates, live
and past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org
•

Yeshuwa Myers, Taylor Powell, Pastor Drew Himes, Dr. Sarah Kahl, Amy Fugate

COTC’s Gym—Session has updated the facility
and building use agreement as well as an
update to the gym’s door system. Please call the
office for updates or to apply for renting the
space. Gym is only available to those approved
by Session through an application.
Please continue to mail in your contributions
or place them in the offering plate before or
after worship.

2022 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Ethan Rimdzius—6/02

Bradley Jacobson—6/13

Dean Swanson—6/05

Grace Wood—6/13

Randy Schiefelbein—6/06

Judy Benedict—6/15

Total Engagement w/videos: 1,299

Victoria Cain—6/07

Garrett Heidt—6/17

Total Views of Videos: 2,067*

Jean Smith– 6/08

Peggy Black—6/18

Sarah Kahl– 6/10

Elle Arneman—6/21

Sue Tibbits– 6/11

Ashley Wagner—6/22

Average Views: 86*

Renee Wagner—6/11

Perry Rearick—6/26

Reach/Engagement percentage: 47% (goal is 25%)

John Benedict– 6/12

Perry Tharpe—6/29

In-Person:

Diane Sheffer—6/12

Facebook (January 2nd—May 29th)
Total Reach of Videos: 2,783

Average Reach of Video (weekly): 116
Average Engagement w/Video: 24

Average In-Person: 46
Total In-Person: 1,112
Definition of Terms

Kevin & Deborah Barbour—6/03

David & Amy Fugate—6/18

Jeff & Jennifer Miller—6/10

Ernie & Dian Tessauro—6/19

Todd & Barb King—6/12

Kirk & Christina Warner—6/20

John & Sandy Gorndt—6/13

John & Judith Benedict—6/22

Peggy & Richard Thomson—6/13

Jim & Lois Branch—6/23

Thomas & Julie Pendleton—6/14

Samuel & Mary Lou Simpson—6/25

Barbara & Tim Clark—6/15

Nathan & Mary Beth Schenck—6/26

Randall & Tina Schiefelbein—6/16

Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.

Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)
Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any
number of people.
*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

Pastor’s Message
The month of June brings us two large festival days in the life of the
church: Pentecost (June 5) and Trinity Sunday (June 12). Both of these
days celebrate very large facets of our shared Christian faith but neither
of them is all that simple to understand.
The complexity shouldn’t stop us from celebrating, however. In fact, it
is the very mystery and intricacy which can draw us closer to our God.

Pentecost, as we all remember, celebrates the occasion 50 days after
the Resurrection when the Holy Spirit appeared and fell upon the
disciples. Acts 2 records the event as involving a sound like a rushing,
violent wind and divided tongues of fire which rested over each of the
disciples. Other passages, like the Gospels, tell us the Spirit takes the
form of a dove descending.
So, what do we make of Pentecost?

Simply, the action of God’s spirit, which was there at the Creation, is
still active and powerful in the world. In fact, in Genesis 1 (when read
in original Hebrew) the word which we translate as “breath, wind,
spirit” of God swirling over the waters has a modifier which makes the
passage sound like “a violent wind.” God’s creative power was there in
the beginning when God called the cosmos into order and it was there
again when the church was literally breathed into existence.
Trinity Sunday brings up easily the most complicated idea in all of
Christian theology. How can one God be revealed in three persons (and
not be more than one God?) And how can three persons reveal only
one God (again, without being more than one God?) Alas, we have the
mystery of the Trinity.
The word Trinity and the idea that God is triune appears no where in
the Bible. The ideas that are taken in by theologians to explain the
triunity of God are certainly there. As I like to say: The chocolate
chips, flour, butter, and sugar are all there; no one mixed them and
baked them, however.
Pastor 1

Even if we cannot wrap our heads around this hallmark idea of our
faith, there is one thing we can understand: The triunity of God
expresses God’s full and complete nature WITHIN God’s self.
Understood another way, God did not need to create you and me in
order to be God. God did not need a companion to get work done or
to have a complete sense of God’s self. God was already full but
decided (for whatever holy reason) to invite the entire creation and all
of us into God’s relationship with God’s self.
While Pentecost and Trinity Sunday aren’t the most easy to
understand or frankly exciting (for most people except theolo-geeks
like me), they are important celebrations in the life of the church and
our shared faith.
They help to remind us that God is not a toy or tool for our control
and that God is not a plaything for us to bat around at our whim.
Instead, these holy festivals put back into our minds the awesome
immensity of God and God’s ways. They also show us at least two
big things:

Pentecost reminds us that God the Holy Spirit is still active and
whooshing around in the world, inspiring our hearts and minds
as we read Scripture, living in community, and sharing the
Good News in thought, word, and action.
God the Triune (Father, Son, and Spirit) demonstrates for us that
our God is relational with God’s self and has invited us to join
in this relationship with God. Therefore, relationships matter to
God and so they should to us.
I hope as you worship this month that you’ll think a little bit deeper
about our God, who though mysterious and not always easily
understood, is deeply interested in personally knowing and loving
each one of us.
Peace and Joy,
The Rev. Drew Himes

Pastor

Pastor 2

COTC Scavenger Hunt!

Church Property

Have you seen these objects? Answers are further in the newsletter!

1.

2.

Sue Tibbits

Bob Griffin

Lori & Don Wolfe

Laurie Swanson

Becky Wilson

Andy Wagner

David & Debbie Sawtelle

Bob Griffin

Dawson Kahl

John Schmitt

Jim & Sue Ohrn

Rob Ricart

Sarah Kahl

Jim Daniel

Carolyn & Dennis Huzinec Jim Butts & Linda Houston

As we said when we were done—”It looks like people care!”

3.

5.
4.

Thank you for your wonderful help!

Per Capita Update:
The Per Capita assessment for 2022 is
$32.00 per member.

•

•
•

Total due for the year: $6,666

What COTC pays monthly: $555.50
•

Received so far: $1,122

Next Session Meeting:
June 8th
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of April 2022:

Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$93,484

$87,164

$88,524

Missions Budget

$12,668

$13,257

$4,042

One Great Hour of Sharing: $940

Many thanks to those who helped with the
highway cleanup. Our community is better for
your efforts:
Jim Butts

Dennis and Carolyn Huzinec

Rob Ricart

Becky Wilson

Carolyn Karle

Jim & Sue Ohrn

Until to your surprise, you find yourself in front of God, himself. This
was terrifying to you because you hadn’t had faith in God. However,
God showed you many profound things, things you wouldn’t even
understand years later, including his everlasting love for you. The most
important thing you learned was that you were not a burden or a mistake,
but that you were on purpose.
“I'm alive / I'm alive”

“All Around Me”
Imagine being one of six children to a very young mother in Texas.
She had you when she was 16 years old and your older brother is a
year older than you. She would go on to have four more children by
the time you become 16, and unfortunately, was still a single mother.
“My hands are searching for you / My arms are outstretched towards
you”
The money is scarce and there isn’t always a lot to eat between your
mother and your siblings. You’ve seen how cold the world can be and
it made your heart turn cold towards the world to the point where you
even view yourself as a burden to your family. You hate everyone,
except people as angry and bitter as you are, and that was the energy
between your peers. You especially hated people who tried to talk to
you about God and didn’t understand that you were an atheist. You
did have a strong love for art and music. You would even draw your
favorite bands’ album covers.
“There's fire rising through my being / Burning, I'm not used to
seeing you”
Life outside of home was rough and it was probably even rougher
when you went home. Imagine feeling the need to find a way out of
your daily struggle that seemed endless and relentless. You felt so
strongly about this that at 16 you were willing to take your own life…

Envision coming out of your lowest point, and immediately seeing life
totally renewed. You found the beauty and art in all of God’s creation,
and you admired God as the artist and that is why we create art. The next
day at school, you expressed love and curiosity to so many people,
including the people you hated. Imagine finally being able to see love
and art and beauty in the world for the first time.
“I can feel you all around me / Thickening the air I'm breathing /Holding
on to what I'm feeling / Savoring this heart that's healing”
This compelling story is the story of a song called “All Around Me” by
Lacey Sturm, ex lead singer of the band Flyleaf. This is how powerful
God’s love is and how quickly God can change anyone’s life. God
showed Lacey what she was missing in life, in the way she would love it
most. She loved art and God showed her that this whole life is his
masterpiece and she was part of it and she had a purpose. Lacey is now
an incredibly talented vocalist that is loved by her many fans and is
highly respected in the music industry.
Pastor Drew, Taylor Powell, and I recently went and saw Lacey Sturm
perform an acoustic version of this song live at the Erie Insurance Arena
for the Breaking Benjamin concert last month! This was an incredible
show and Lacey even came out and performed with several other bands
that were part of the show. She performed this as her closing song and
even gave the audience the deep backstory of her song. Lacey is an
extremely talented voice with a very spiritual story to match. I highly
recommend you check out the music video for “All Around Me” and I
was also able to find a recording of Lacey performing this song at the
Erie Insurance Arena on YouTube!

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers

Aid for Ukraine

Presbyterian Women of the Lak e Erie Presbytery invite the
women of our churches to attend a...
PW Summer Celebration Luncheon

COTC Helping Ukraine
We would like to thank everyone for their
wonderful contributions to helping aid Ukraine.
With everyone’s help, COTC was able to raise a
total of $4,210! Every dollar will go to helping
Ukrainian refugees to obtain food, shelter, and
medical care.

Way to go COTC!

Christmas in July for Veterans!
Looking forward to next month, we will again have
Christmas in July for Veterans! Last year we donated
$4,030 toward new beds for Veterans! Maybe we can
match (or beat) that number again this year!

Thursday, July 14th, 12:00pm
Cross Creek Resorts
3815 William Flinn HWY, Titusville, PA 16354
Please come and enjoy in person:


The fellowship of women from our Presbytery



PW updates



Presentation of $200 Mission Grants



Door prizes



A delicious meal in a beautiful location

$15 per person. Please send your registration and a
check made out to: Presbyterian Women of Lake Erie
Presbytery by July 1st.
Church:

Name:
Phone #:

Please mail your registration and check to Karen
Haas, 3604 Woodhaven Dr., Erie, PA 16506
(Do not send to COTC)
Contact Karen Haas with questions :

karenhaas79@gmail.com or 814-397-1619

Christian Ed:
After a small break in the month of June,
we’ll be back together Sunday July 3 at
9am to learn together “Parables and
Miracles.” We’ll look at the various
parable teachings of Jesus and his
miracles. You’re encouraged to sign-up
and bring your favorite one! Coffee is
always ready (cream and sugar too!)

Some charities send packs of a variety of
greeting cards to their donors. If you
sometimes receive these and have no use for
them, consider dropping them off at church.
We’ll redistribute them to some of our
members who find it difficult to get out to
purchase cards. A drop-off basket will be
available. Thank you!

The Church Family Walk
When: Wednesday, June 15th @ 6 PM
Where: Asbury Barn (not Nature Center)

Please join us as we celebrate summer
and the beauty of God’s gift of nature
together!
There will be more board walks for folks
who need more stable terrain. Jim Butts
will be our guide!
Please bring your family and invite
friends to join us!

Call the office or email Taylor@COTC.org
to let us know how many to expect.

See you there!

A little more about the
May Mission of the Month…
On May 25th, Becky Wilson & Sue Tibbits presented a
check for $1,000 to the Children’s Advocacy Center
from COTC, where they received a very grateful “thank
you”!
The completely non-profit CAC services between 250 to
300 children each year… children who have suffered
different types of trauma or abuse. They learned all about
the entire process a child goes through once they are
referred to the CAC. It was both heart-wrenching and
heart-warming to hear of everything those wonderful
folks do to help our youth. And what a blessing that we,
as COTC, could help them, so thank you for giving
monies towards our missions. We are always looking for
places who could really use a little financial help from
us, so if you have any ideas of places that we haven’t yet
given to, please share them with Becky or Sue!

Sunday Supper at Church of the Covenant
Sunday, June 19th @ 3:15 pm
We will be serving the Sunday Supper at Church of the
Covenant on Sunday June 19th. We will be taking
dinner and serving approx. 80 – 100 guests. We need to
arrive at 3:15 and stay for a few hours.
We need about 8-10 volunteers.
If you’re interested, please contact Becky Wilson or Sue Tibbits!

The Blizzard of Blankets
For all you folks who enjoy making tie blankets,
heads up!

The Blizzard of Blankets is right around the corner!
So now is the time to begin making those blankets, or
collecting or finding good bargains on warm blankets to
help our Erie homeless people stay warm during the
winter! The Upper Room’s Blizzard of Blankets project
culminates in October. Last year we donated 68
blankets and $100. It was a real blessing to Becky &
Sue to see some of the men excitedly taking blankets
before they even got them up to the Upper Room! They
were so appreciative! Think we can exceed last year’s
numbers?

June Mission of the Month
Your COTC Mission Committee is donating $1,000 to the
Crime Victim Center!
A little about the Crime Victim Center…..
The Crime Victim Center of Erie County, Inc. was established in 1973 as the Erie
County Rape Crisis Center, a nonprofit organization dedicated to assisting sexual
assault victims and their families and friends. In 1986, Victim Witness Services was
established for victims of other violent crimes, their families and friends, and also to
serve the witnesses to violent crimes.
After nearly 45 years of providing direct victim services and community education and
outreach, CVC knows first-hand, there is hope and there is help. First, we know that
when victims receive the help and support they need, something wonderful can happen:
Healing. They can reconnect, find meaning within the context of their life story, and be
unburdened enough from the violence or crime to live fulfilled lives. To facilitate
healing, CVC provides a full continuum of services to victims and witnesses of any
type of crime including sexual assault, homicide, simple and aggravated assault,
robbery, home invasion, and child and elder abuse. Trained Counselor Advocates
provide crisis intervention, counseling, accompaniment through the criminal justice
and medical systems, and victim compensation and restitution assistance to help
victims cope and begin healing.
Second, we know education and intervention works. Every major public health or
safety issue like smoking, breast cancer, drunk driving, etc. has required and benefited
from education and raising public awareness. Awareness is a proven method to bring
about desired and needed change. CVC offers violence prevention, education and
training programming to schools, businesses, allied professionals, faith-based
institutions and other community groups on a variety of topics. With increased
knowledge and skills people are effectively equipped with the tools they need to
break the cycles of violence and create safety, well-being and peace in their own lives,
families and communities.
Some of the services the CVC provides:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

24 hour hotline 814-455-9414
Satellite Offices – Corry, Edinboro, Union City, North East & Girard
Crisis Intervention
Individual Counseling
Support Groups
Accompaniment to Criminal Justice proceedings
Equine Therapy for Trauma and Sexual Abuse Survivors
Trauma Informed Yoga

COTC Scavenger Hunt Answers!
1. Pastor Drew’s collection of Christian icons
and stained glass windows from the Taizé. You
can find these in his office.

2. Cross in the COTC Prayer Room on the first
floor, just outside the office.

LET'S KEEP ON

FILLING THAT CART!
The West Millcreek Food Pantry registered 5 new families again
on the last Tuesday in May, and they also now have 9 Ukrainian
families. It’s amazing to see a steady stream of cars (and some
people walking with wagons) for two hours, filled with extremely
appreciative people receiving food to help feed their families,
especially knowing that some have children who otherwise may
not get enough to eat. Any many are senior citizens trying to get
by. We at COTC are a blessing to the Food Pantry by helping
them to feed these people, by bringing in a few food items at a
time! Please remember to pick up a couple of extra items when
you’re out shopping if you’re able!

3. Painting by Shirley Pecora in the COTC
office. Come see all of her beautiful work!

4. AED—second floor, coat closet, near the
Sunset Room. You can also find a first aid kit
here too!

5. Informational plaque about the COTC Cross,
which you can find...you guessed it! Right by
the COTC Cross!

June 5:

Jelly and flour and/or sugar

June 12:

Bar soap & canned meat

June 19:

Dish soap & instant potato flakes

June 26:

Toilet paper & pork and beans

Any/all donations are greatly appreciated!

Funny Church Stories:
A little boy was getting ready for church on Sunday
morning when his father gave him a crisp $1 bill.
He said, “Son, you take this to church and put it in the
offering plate for people who don’t have much.”
When the time in the service came for the offering
plates to be passed, the plate passed right under the boys
nose without him putting in his dollar.

After the service was over, the little boy walked up to
the Pastor and handed him the dollar.
The Pastor said, “Why thank you son. But I think this
should be in the offering plate for people who don’t
have much.”

The boy said, “I know. But I thought I’d give it to you
because my dad says you’re the poorest preacher ever.”

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you!
The arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with items around the house.
The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:
Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10
on how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.
Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set
has an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a
picture format.
Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities
Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads
the weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children
can follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenck for getting this live on the COTC website.
Also to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information
and to Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.”
~Matthew 6:9b
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

Saturday
3

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

5

PENTECOST

9:50am Worship

6

Fill That Cart Jelly and flour
and/or sugar

12

9:50am Worship

HAPPY
FATHER’ S DAY!

26

9:50am Worship

8

Session
Meeting - 7pm
13

14

15

9

10

16

11
8 :00 – AA

Choir Rehearsal
and Picnic! —
6pm-7:30
17

18
8:00 – AA

Fill That Cart Bar soap and
canned meat

19

9:50am Worship

7

4
8:00 – AA

20

21

22

23

24

25
8:00 – AA

Fill That Cart Dish soap and
potato flakes
27
Newsletter
Submissions Due
Fill That Cart - Toilet
paper and pork & beans

28

29

30

Faith Circle - 1pm
Contact
Becky Beham w/
questions

COTC’s food pantry cart is always accepting items!

Contact Pastor Drew for Zoom

Donate your canned or boxed items at COTC!

information!

