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“Why do you look for the
living among the dead?

(814) 835-5901

He is not here,
but has risen.”

www.cotc.org

~Luke 24:5

Return Service
Requested

Sunday Worship Service:
Online & In-Person @ 10:00am

April 2022

Church Office Updates
•

Office hours:

Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm
Fri 9am-1pm

Follow our Facebook page to join into
live worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie

•

Check our website page for updates, live
and past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

•

Yeshuwa Myers, Taylor Powell, Pastor Drew Himes, Dr. Sarah Kahl, Amy Fugate

COTC’s Gym is only open to those
approved by Session through an
application. Please call the COTC
Office for details on the application
process.
Please continue to mail in your
contributions or place them in the
offering plate before or after worship.

2022 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Facebook (January 2nd—March 20th)
Total Reach of Videos: 1,775
Total Engagement w/videos: 832
Total Views of Videos: 1,372*

Garrett Trott—4/01

Paula Kiehl—4/12

Sarah Pendleton—4/02

Julie Pendleton—4/14

Julia Taylor—4/03

Lisa Kiehl—4/16

Robert Ricart—4/05

Michael Oas—4/18

Kirk Warner—4/05

Deborah Barbour—4/22

Janice Sivek—4/06

Tristan Milie—4/23

Average In-Person: 43

Joshua Daniel—4/07

David Taylor—4/23

Total In-Person: 604

Amy Fugate—4/07

Ron George—4/27

Jenny Carner—4/08

Kevin Cain—4/30

Laurie Law—4/08

Irene McCullough—4/30

Average Reach of Video (weekly): 127
Average Engagement w/Video: 59
Average Views: 98*
Reach/Engagement percentage: 47% (goal is 25%)

In-Person:

Definition of Terms
Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.

Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)
Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any
number of people.
*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

Pastor’s Message
“Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I
proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you
stand, 2 through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the
message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.
12
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you
say there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the
dead, then Christ has not been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised,
then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain.”
~I Corinthians 15: 1-2, 12-14

Christianity is not alone in its central belief in the resurrection of the
corporeal (or fleshy) body. Judaism, Islam, and Zoroastrianism also
believe that there will be a final resurrection of the dead at the final
action of God.
However, only Christianity understands, believes, and holds deeply to
the belief that A. God took on flesh in Jesus Christ, and B. That this very
same Jesus Christ is one who was first raised by the power of God on
the first Easter. And further, that Jesus has opened the gates for all of us
to receive this amazing grace at his return.
Resurrection is central to Christian teaching. So much so that a lot of the
other things we believe pale in comparison. Sure, without crucifixion
resurrection wouldn’t be needed. But crucifixion (or more specifically
death) is something that a lot of people had experienced by the time of
Jesus. We could also argue that without the birth of Jesus the
resurrection wouldn’t be needed. But again, up to that time many people
had been born, especially those of lower social class like Jesus and his
family. (To be fair, none of them was God incarnate, of course).
Resurrection is what makes our faith have power. Resurrection is
something that we hold to deeply. Without it, there is no hope of our
faith; death would be the final victor when we all pass from this mortal
life. However, death is not God’s way of operating and so, as one final
shot against death, God has made a way for us to receive the fullness of
life.
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But, I’d like to say, resurrection is not just simply A. Something that Jesus
experienced on the first Easter, and B. Something we too will experience
at return of Christ. Resurrection is something that we see happening all
around us, even every day, if we have eyes to see. Let me lay out a few
examples.
Baptism
It is our belief in Christianity that when a person receives the sacrament of
baptism, they die and are buried with Christ in his tomb. However, it is at
the very same moment that this person also rises with Christ from the
tomb and receives the fullness and newness of resurrection life. That
means, when we observe and participate in the sacrament, we are
watching a person experience the only death they will ever know and it’s
happening right before our very eyes.
We take this belief from the writing of Paul to the church in Rome, “How
can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4
Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we
too might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:2b-4).
Thus, in the sacrament, we believe that the Holy Spirit grabs hold of us,
drives us into the depth of Christ’s grave where we are dead. And yet, the
very same Spirit lifts us out of the grave and brings us through the waters
of baptism into the fullness and newness of resurrection life.
Return to faith
There are myriad times in our lives when, for one reason or another, we
leave the family of faith (i.e. the church) to set out on our own path. There
are too many reasons to write here, but suffice it to say, we believe that we
have found a better way. When we finally admit that we’re lost and have
no idea where to go, we may just return to the fold. And what should
know more than anything: Our shepherd rejoices in the return of
However, like the “prodigal” son, when we find our way back, we
experience resurrection all over again. Luke’s Gospel records these words
of the father of the “prodigal” son: “And get the fatted calf and kill it, and
let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again;
he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate” (Luke 15:23-24).
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This boy had left the safety of his family and his community to go out
and explore the world thinking he knew better. But as with all things in
life, we sometimes don’t know the best. But he had the humility to
return and had to have been shocked at the reception he received.
The Lutheran pastor/writer/theologian the Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber has
explained this experience in her brilliant book Pastrix: The Cranky,
Beautiful Faith of a Sinner Saint, ““It happens to all of us," I concluded
that Easter Sunday morning. "God simply keeps reaching down into the
dirt of humanity and resurrecting us from the graves we dig for
ourselves through our violence, our lies, our selfishness, our arrogance,
and our addictions. And God keeps loving us back to life over and over;
“It happens to all of us," I concluded that Easter Sunday morning. "God
simply keeps reaching down into the dirt of humanity and resurrecting
us from the graves we dig for ourselves through our violence, our lies,
our selfishness, our arrogance, and our addictions. And God keeps
loving us back to life over and over.”
Grace and Mercy
It would seem on first glance that these two ideas, receiving a gift and
also receiving forgiveness, aren’t directly related to resurrection. But I
would disagree.
God’s grace is revealed most clearly in the resurrection of Jesus. This
central act is the very vehicle of salvation which gives grace its power
and strength. Without grace, we would be dead. Without resurrection,
grace couldn’t save us.
Equally true, when we receive, give, or act in mercy, we are playing
right into the central lesson of resurrection: the fullness of life after the
fullness of death. When we have sinned or have broken relations, then
we are living in a state whereby grace is broken and therefore death can
live. When we sin, we place ourselves in isolation at the furthest
possible distance away from God and our community that is possible.
However, when we receive mercy from God and from our community,
we are brought back into the fold again and receive the fullness of life.
Equally true, when we offer forgiveness, decide to live with mercy, or
otherwise put away hostility and vengeance, then we are saying that life
after brokenness matters much more to us that living in the broken state.
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Thus, we are participating in the joy and mystery of resurrection.

Go back to the Luke 15 story about the man and his two sons. The
father could easily have said to the younger son upon his return, “You
have disobeyed. You are dead to me. Leave.” And this would have
been culturally correct. However, the father decided to say that their
relationship would not be defined or marred by sin for another
moment. Instead, he wanted to put away that broken past and embrace
the merciful present and look forward to the grace filled future.
When we take the same posture as the father, we too are living out the
mystery of resurrection in our everyday lives.
Final thoughts
I hope that after reading this short exploration of resurrection that you
will begin to see that God’s gift of new and full life is happening all
around us every day that we have been invited to both receive and
participate in it. We are not merely waiting for resurrection or looking
back and celebrating that it has occurred in our time and space (and
certainly we are doing those things). Instead, we are living the joy of
Easter morning every single day. We are invited into seeing things as
God sees them and acting in the ways that God acts. Thus, resurrection
is a very real thing for us: not just then (the first Easter) and not just in
the future (at the return of Christ) but right here and now.
Resurrection is real my friends. And it’s at work right here and right
now.
Christ is Risen!

Peace and Joy,
The Rev. Drew Himes
Pastor
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Easter Facts & Symbols
Researched and written by Taylor Powell

Date: April 30th
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Where: Meet in the church parking lot at 8:30
AM. We pick up litter along Sterrettania Road
from Walnut Creek Middle School to I-90.
With many hands to help, the project usually goes
quickly. Bags and gloves will be provided.
No experience is necessary and on-the jobtraining will be available as needed!

Date: This celebration of the presence and power of the risen Christ is
what is defined as a “movable feast.” This means that each year, the
date will change. Why is that? The Pagan goddess of dawn, Eostre,
represented spring, fertility, flowers, and renewal. She was celebrated
during the Spring Equinox. Easter adapted this date and is celebrated
on the first Sunday after the vernal equinox full moon, making the
date of the celebration change yearly. This year, the Spring Equinox
happened on March 20th, making the first full moon to rise on April
17th, the day that Easter will be celebrated on in 2022.
Easter Bunny: The Easter Bunny’s first appearance in the holiday
was from the Pagan culture. Their symbol of the rabbit was to honor
and represent the renewal of life and promote fertility. Eventually,
the Germans turned the image of the rabbit into “Oschter Haws” or
“Osterhase,” a white rabbit that laid eggs in a nest for children. In the
1700s, German immigrants who settled in Pennsylvania brought over
this tradition to the U.S. Their custom eventually spread and evolved
into the Easter Bunny bearing candy and gifts for children.
Easter Eggs: The tradition of coloring hard-boiled eggs is linked to
pagan traditions. The egg represents new life, and has been celebrated
in pagan spring festivals. Eggs in the 13th century were seen as a
“forbidden food” during the Lenten season. The action of painting
Easter eggs was to represent “the period of penance and fasting.”
The Easter egg is also a representation of Jesus; the eggshell that
symbolizes the tomb and the cracking of the shell representing his
resurrection.
Easter Lilies: The symbol of the rebirth of the risen Christ is from
these flowers growing from dormant bulbs in the ground. They
represent the purity of Christ and became the flower of Easter after
World War I.

Howard Liebau from Nancy Liebau

Flowers given in
memory of:

John C. Beham from Sarah Beham
Don Tibbits from Sue Tibbits

Our Mothers: Marianne Trott & Judy Lacey
from Jennifer & Matt Trott

Lawrence Eakin from Carolyn Karle
Marvin Strickland, Steven Keister, & Scott Walton
from Brady Himes
Pete & Wini Myers from Jim & Sue Ohrn

Mike Tibbits from Sue Tibbits
Larry Bush from Carole & Family
Richard Baxter from Linda Houston & Jim Butts
Louise Butts & James Butts from Linda Houston & Jim Butts
Paul & Marilyn Nyberg from Diane Sheffer

Dick & Helen Ohrn from Jim & Sue Ohrn
Charise Loranger from Jim & Sue Ohrn
Pauline Docter & Dori Schiefelbein
from Tina Schiefelbein

Flowers given in
honor of:
Adah Eakin from Carolyn Karle

Sylvia Irish from Bill Irish
Becky R. Beham from Sarah Beham
Our Parents from Rob & Lynne Ricart
The Powell Family from Taylor Powell
Loved Ones from Jim Boyd

Gladys Baxter from Linda Houston & Jim Butts

George Bennett & Our Parents from Marion Bennett
First Responders from Diane Sheffer
Bernard &Dolores Lyons from Becky Wilson

Per Capita Update:
The Per Capita assessment for
2022 is $32.00 per member.
• Total due for the year: $6,666
• What we pay monthly: $555.50
• Received so far: $832
•

Next Session Meeting:
April 13th
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of February 2022:

Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$46,742

$38,967

$45,581

Missions Budget

$6,334

$5,812

$2,164

A Women’s Spiritual Retreat sponsored by
Presbyterian Women of the Synod of the Trinity
When: Saturday, June 25, 2022
Where: Friendship Community Center. Rt. 108, Slippery Rock
Registration begins at 8:30 AM - Sessions 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Cost is $45 which includes continental breakfast, lunch,
snacks and materials. Lake Erie Presbyterian Women
will offer a $30 scholarship for any woman from our
Presbytery that registers to attend.
Contact Karen Haas 814-397-1619
Please invite sisters in faith to join this event. We will be
the only group in the facility and we can practice safe
protocols. Come be enriched and enjoy chocolate.
Name: ______________________Phone number ____________
Address:________________________Email:_______________
Registration deadline is May 1, 2022
Checks payable to PW Synod of Trinity
Send your registration to Janice McElhinny, 510 Courtney Mill
Rd., Grove City, PA 16127 (Not to COTC)

During the time of the Great Depression, Ackley was in California in 1932, there
was a Jewish student that attended some of the evangelistic meetings he also was
an attendee of. This student sparked the idea of “He Lives” by repeatedly asking
the question of, “Why should I worship a dead Jew”. Ackley was deeply bothered
by the student’s question. Additionally, there was an Easter Sunday morning that
Ackley was preparing for his Sunday message and he was listening to a radio station that featured a famous liberal preacher who had delivered this message: “Good
morning. It’s Easter! You know, folks, it really doesn’t make any difference to me
if Christ be risen or not.

“He Lives” by Alfred H. Ackley
During the time of Lent we, as Christians, are preparing to celebrate the
Resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday which follows the 40 days of Lent.
Easter is the day Jesus was resurrected from the grave after giving his life
for us on the cross. God gave the life of his only son to save the world
through him. By Jesus dying on the cross for us, He took on the toll of all
sin in his death. We reflect during the 40 days of Lent on the 40 days that
Jesus spent in the desert before being tempted by the devil. With Easter
coming just around the corner, I was talking with Pastor Drew and Taylor
about what song I should review for this month. Pastor Drew suggested that
I check out the classic 1933 hymn “He Lives.” The origins of “He Lives”
takes us not so far away and not too far back.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. God did not send
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through Him.”
~John 3:16-17
In January of 1887, composer Alfred Henry Ackley was born in Spring
Hill, Pennsylvania. His father, Stanley Frank Ackley tutored him in music
in New York when he was young, along with his older brother, B. D.
Ackley. Alfred Ackley went on to attend the Royal Academy of Music in
London and picked up learning how to play piano and cello. After London
he returned back to the United States to Maryland to attend the Westminster
Theological Seminary where he was ordained as a Presbyterian minister in
1914. Afterwards he returned back to Pennsylvania where he was a pastor
in Wilkes-Barre and Elmhurst before he was called to an Escondido
congregation in California.

As far as I am concerned, His body could be as dust in some Palestinian tomb. The
main thing is, His truth goes marching on!” To which Ackley threw his radio
across the room yelling that it was a lie. This pushed him to give a very passionate
message on the reality of Christ’s Resurrection.
After his sermon, Ackley was still deeply bothered by the words of his student and
that of the preacher on the radio and his wife saw this and she suggested that he put
his feelings into a song so that he would feel better. Ackley went to work on
studying and revisiting the Gospel of Mark from the Bible and the words began to
come to him and before long he had answered his student’s question that had been
on his mind.
“He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today! He walks with me and talks with me
along life’s narrow way. He lives, He lives, salvation to impart! You ask me how I
know He lives? He lives within my heart.”
Verses 1 & 2 give a nod to the argument of the Jewish student as well as the
culture that shared a similar mindset. The mention of ‘stormy blasts’ in the song
are evident of Ackley’s personal experiences where he had to take a stand for his
faith and also the struggles the world was facing during that time. It’s clear that
Ackley wasn’t just writing a song but a message to the world.
Ackley went on to publish over 1,500 songs with “He Lives” being one of the most
well known and beloved ones he has composed. Next time we’re singing this song,
pay attention to the words, the mood of the song, and you might be able to pick up
on Ackley’s passion in this classic hymn!

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers
References:
Cain, David. “He Lives -- Alfred H. Ackley.” Blogspot Song Scoops, David Cain, 17 Nov. 2012, http://songscoops.blogspot.com/2012/11/he-lives-alfred-h
-ackley.html. Accessed 29 Mar. 2022.
Sharpiro, Dianne. “A. H. Ackley.” Hymnary.org, https://hymnary.org/person/Ackley_Alfred. @DestinLogPampgriffin@thedestinlog.com, PAM GRIFFIN315-4491 |.

“Story behind the Song: 'He Lives' Answers Young Man's Question.” The Destin Log, The Destin Log, 4 Aug. 2016, https://www.thedestinlog.com/story/
lifestyle/faith/2016/08/04/story-behind-song-he-lives-answers-young-mans-question/27267708007/.

Aid for Ukraine

Medical Supplies

Let's dig deep to show Ukraine our support
and love as we help the refugees!
In partnership with the Ukrainian
Pentecostal Church of Erie, COTC is
collecting and sending supplies to
those affected by the Russian
invasion.

-NSAIDs (Advil, Aspirin, Tylenol, etc.)

There’s multiple ways to help!
You can collect and donate goods
(on second page)
-ORYou can write a check to COTC
(please put Ukraine Aid on the memo
line) and these funds will be sent to
the Presbyterian Mission Agency/
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to
help refugees fleeing Ukraine.

Toiletries

-Band Aids, antibiotic ointment, gauze, etc.
-Hand sanitizer; antiseptic wipes; etc.
-Medical tape, Pepto-Bismol, etc.

Food Supplies
-Non-perishable, shelf stable, or freeze dried
products (canned good, milk, pasta, oatmeal,
cereal, etc.)
-Toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, body soap,
lotion, deodorants, tampons, etc.

Baby Supplies
-Diapers, formula, wipes, pacifiers, etc.

Clothing
-Adult clothing; Children’s clothing
-Underwear (NEW)
-Hats, socks, gloves, coats
-Shoes (all sizes)
All items should be in NEW condition.

Christian Ed:
Our Lenten book study will be all
throughout April. We will read a
chapter a week until Easter Sunday.
April 3: Oil
April 10: Coats, Towels, and
Thorns
April 17: No reading
April 24: No reading
May 1: TBD

Some charities send packs of a variety of
greeting cards to their donors. If you
sometimes receive these and have no use for
them, consider dropping them off at church.
We’ll redistribute them to some of our
members who find it difficult to get out to
purchase cards. A drop-off basket will be
available. Thank you!

The Church Family Walk
When: Saturday, April 23rd, @ 9 AM
Where: Brown’s Farm

Please join us as we celebrate spring and the
beauty of God’s gift of nature together!
We will meet at the Sterrettania entrance at
Brown’s Farm. Jim Butts will be our guide!

Please bring your family and invite friends
to join us!

Call the office or email Taylor@COTC.org
to let us know how many to expect.

See you there!

Thank You Letters
COTC received the following thank you letters
from the following missions/members:

Chosen—Kacie McGregor, Assistant Executive Director

“Chosen, a registered 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization, wishes
to express our thanks to your church for your contribution. The
need is great and it is only through the support we receive from
concerned donors that we are able to continue the work of
medical evangelism.”
Patricia Folmer

“Thank you for the Christmas Poinsettia and the Valentine Bag.”

LET'S KEEP ON
FILLING THAT CART!
The West Millcreek Food Pantry continues to need our
help! We’ve collected 350 items so far and $1,230!
Mission committee added $1,500 and presented Carol
Willison at the West Millcreek Food Pantry with a check
for $2,730! She was absolutely thrilled and said,
“For starters, that will cover all the hams we will be
giving out for Easter!”
Thank you COTC for all your help, and don’t
forget...WMFP continues to need our help! God is good,
and the folks at COTC are following his command
to feed the hungry!
April 3 (week #1) Jelly and flour and/or sugar
April 10 (week #2) Bar soap and canned meat
April 17 (week #3) Dish soap and potato flakes (instant potatoes)

Big thank you to Mary Trostle and Carolyn Karle
for their wonderful work on the Valentine’s Bags!
We are also thankful to Sue Ohrn and the
Children's Sunday School for including much love
into the packages!
Lastly, we appreciate all who delivered the gifts!

April 24 (week #4) Toilet paper and pork & beans

Any/all donations are greatly appreciated!

Funny Church Stories:

You Should Go To Church!
One Sunday morning, a mother went in to wake her son
and tell him it was time to get ready for church, to
which he replied, "I'm not going."
"Why not?" she asked.
I'll give you two good reasons," he said. "(1), they don't
like me, and (2), I don't like them."
His mother replied, "I'll give you two good reasons why
you SHOULD go to church: (1) You're 59 years old, and
(2) you're the pastor!"

The Picnic
A Jewish Rabbi and a Catholic Priest met at the town's
annual 4th of July picnic. Old friends, they began their
usual banter.
"This baked ham is really delicious," the priest teased
the rabbi.
"You really ought to try it. I know it's against your
religion, but I can't understand why such a
wonderful food should be forbidden! You don't know
what you're missing. You just haven't lived until
you've tried Mrs. Hall's prized Virginia Baked Ham.
Tell me, Rabbi, when are you going to break down and
try it?"
The rabbi looked at the priest with a big grin, and
said, "At your wedding."

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you!
The arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with items around the house.
The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:
Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10
on how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.
Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set
has an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a
picture format.
Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities
Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads
the weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children
can follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenk for getting this live on the COTC website.
Also to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information
and to Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

Office Closed
8:00 – AA

3

4

5

6

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

7

8

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

9
8 :00 – AA

9:50am Worship

10

11

12

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

Session
Meeting—7pm

9:50am Worship

17

13

18

19

20

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

14

15

Maundy
Thursday
Service—7pm

21

8:00 – AA

22

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

Church Family
Walk—9am

HE IS RISEN!

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages
9:50am Worship

25

26

Newsletter
Submissions Due

27

28
Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

23
8:00 – AA

9:50am Worship

24

16

29

30
8:00 – AA

Highway Cleanup
8:30am

COTC’s food pantry cart is always accepting items!

Contact Pastor Drew for Zoom

Donate your canned or boxed items at COTC!

information!

