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“Christ with me,
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Christ before me,

Church Office Hours:
Monday–Thursday 8:00am-4:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm

Sunday Worship Service:
Online & In-Person @ 10:00am

Return Service
Requested

Christ behind me,
Christ in me…”
~St. Patrick’s Breastplate Prayer

•

Office hours:

Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm
Fri 9am-1pm

Follow our Facebook page to join into
live worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie

•

Check our website page for updates, live
and past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

•

Yeshuwa Myers, Taylor Powell, Pastor Drew Himes, Dr. Sarah Kahl, Amy Fugate

COTC’s Gym has been re-opened for
very limited use; please contact
Taylor in the office for specific
details. (Updated by Session on March 10, 2021)
Please continue to mail in your
contributions or place them in the
offering plate before or after worship.

2022 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Facebook (January 2nd—February 20th)
Total Reach of Videos: 985
Total Engagement w/videos: 533

Don Wolfe—3/09

Jennifer Cain—3/18

Shirley Pecora—3/10

Jim Daniel—3/22

Virginia Hagan—3/11

Matthew Trott—3/25

Valgean Smeltzer—3/13

Jennifer Miller—3/29

Thomas Pendleton—3/14 William Callahan—3/30

Total Views of Videos: 799*
Average Reach of Video (weekly): 123
Average Engagement w/Video: 67
Average Views: 100*
Reach/Engagement percentage: 54% (goal is 25%)

In-Person:
Average In-Person: 45
Total In-Person: 357
Definition of Terms
Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.

Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)
Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any number of people.

Robert & Margaret Lindenberger—3/16
Dave & Diane Sheffer—3/25

*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

Pastor’s Message

So I’m going to issue you a challenge: if you haven’t been
physically present at worship for the past two years, Lent is your
chance to start again.

Lent is a season in the life of the church that lasts for 40 days or
approximately seven weeks (discounting Sundays). The seasons
of church life can be viewed as akin to rhythms. For example:
when winter sets in on us, our rhythm is to slow down, close up,
and rest. When spring and summer roll around, our rhythm
changes to be outside more, more active, out doing.

Lent is really about starting again every year. Starting again in
our journey of faith. Getting rid of old things and embracing the
new things that God is doing. Letting go…embracing…and
moving on.

Such is the case of church seasons too. Each one asks something a
little different of us. Advent asks us to wait with patient hope.
Easter asks of us to be people who live resurrection in the here
and now. Pentecost seeks us to be more empowered by the Spirit.
And Lent is a season of slowing down, reflection, and introspection. Lent is truly a good time to change our rhythm.
Lent affords us an opportunity to do something different and
change our way of being. While we could see Lent as a time to
remove ourselves from the broader world in an attempt to search
ourselves, we could also see Lent as a time to recommit ourselves
to our faith and works of faith.
One of these works of faith is living in community. While faith is
a highly personal matter and we are on our own separate journeys,
we do this thing called faith together as the body of believers, the
church, who work to help one another, to search each other, to
support each other, and so on. Faith cannot be isolated to an
individual level because in so doing we will never get the
feedback, wise counsel, and kick in the pants we need at times.
For the past two years we’ve needed to be apart. This made good
sense for the health of ourselves and our community. But things
are changing: Vaccines work. Masks work. Treatments are being
discovered. We’re starting to move out from the rhythms of the
last two years and finding a new way.
Pastor 1

Lent is also about new disciplines. Reading our Bibles more;
praying more; doing acts of mercy more. Worship is a huge
component of the discipline of faith.
If you know that your health is still fragile, it’s completely
understandable that you need to continue staying away. You need
to keep yourself safe.
But if you’ve said to yourself, “I should go to church on Sunday
but I just don’t want to get up,” then my words are for you. Try
again over these seven weeks to reintegrate into the life of the
community of faith. Come back to your sisters and brothers. Join
the singing voices, offer prayers in community, receive the
sacraments, fellowship after worship.
Lent is a wonderful opportunity to start your rhythm of worship
and community life again and discover the power of the
community of faith living, working, and praying together.

Peace and Joy,
The Rev. Drew Himes
Pastor

Pastor 2

Christian Ed:
Our Lenten book study will be all
throughout March. We will read a
chapter a week until Palm Sunday.
On February 20, 2022, the COTC Choir and COTC Office
Staff sang Steal Away together during worship.
The recording can be found on our Facebook page!
February Newsletter - Dr. Sarah Kahl

Steal Away was composed by a slave by the name of Wallace Willis
circa 1862. A minister, Alexander Reid, heard Willis singing it and
notated the lyrics and the melody. Reid sent the music to a singing
organization that had been formed in 1871 at a school for freed slaves
called the Fisk Jubilee Singers. The Fisk Jubilee Singers toured the
country in order to raise money to help save their school from closure
(Bacon, 2020).

To “steal away” is to escape from a person, place, or thing in a hurried
pace (Diggs, 2021). The spiritual Steal Away is one of many whose
lyrics have a double meaning. The lyrics can be understood to mean
that the singer longs to be with God. The lyrics also convey a secret
code, understood only by the slaves that sung them, in order to reach
freedom via the Underground Railroad. In this instance, a Virginia
slave by the name of Nat Turner sang this song as a way to signal
slaves together in order to discuss his plans of revolt against their
owners (Maryland Public Television, 2022).

February 27: Dust
March 6: Bread
March 13: Cross
March 20: Coins
March 27: Shoes
April 3: Oil
April 10: Coats, Towels, and
Thorns
On your own: Stones

Next Session Meeting:
March 9th

The Per Capita assessment for
2022 is $32.00 per member.
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of January 2022:

Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$23,371

$23,361

$20,787

Missions Budget

$3,167

$1,755

$963

“Let your light shine before others,
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.”
~Matthew 5:16
MANY THANKS to
Zachary Schenck
and
Eliana Schenck

Per Capita Receipts: $244

These two children colored a total of 21
Valentine hearts! They then helped pack them
in Valentine gift bags for our COTC Shut-Ins
too. Thank you Zachary and Eliana for these
simple expressions of love!

“Amazing Grace ”
As humans, it’s easy to over indulge in things we like. We can over
indulge in good things, to the point that they become bad. Sometimes we even
over indulge in things that are bad, and they become worse. Life requires you
to balance in order to be stable and maintain at a good point. I believe balance
requires a few things in order to be maintained: patience, practice, and grace.
The famous song “Amazing Grace” was written in 1779 by a British
clergyman named John Newton, a troubled man who was saved through
God’s Grace, although his life may not have always reflected his acceptance
of God. Newton’s mother introduced him to God early in his life, but her
early passing in his life and living by his father’s ways of a sea captain
changed Newton. He began getting into trouble instead of staying on the
straight and narrow path he was on when he was younger. He had even
become someone who was known to mock faith. While traveling to a date
when he was 19, he fell victim to a press gang that ran slave ships. He was
forced to join the crew of a ship that had less than desirable conditions.
Newton remembered the lessons his mother had taught him about God when
he was younger, but it seemed like God had turned away from him. One night
he tried to escape the slave ship but was caught trying to escape. The captain
had him stripped and flogged, which is similar conditions to slave
punishment, but for simpler wrong doings. After this incident, Newton was
traded to another ship and became part of the 18th-century slave trade which
was very brutal and cost many lives, but the slave trade was growing and
becoming lucrative. Meanwhile, Newton was becoming quite the partier and
had even fallen off a ship while partying. One night during a rough storm on a
ship Newton was on called The Greyhound that was being torn apart by the
storm and was taking on water. One crew member was even swept overboard
which scared the rest of the crew for their lives. It took everyone working the
entire night to keep the ship from sinking. During this time Newton had time
to think about his own life and the cruelty he had shown to people. He felt
like he was the furthest person from God at this point. He felt God would forever be unforgiving to such a wretch like him. He prayed to the God, whom
he had mocked, for the first time in years that night, in hopes God would hear
him and that he would survive the storm. When the storm subsided, Newton’s
life had begun to change for the better.

Newton began to pray more regularly, found people who also shared his
faith, and slowly began to give up life on the sea in the slave trade and return
to Britain where he married and because curator for a small church and a
writer. His hymn “Amazing Grace” is the story of his spiritual unbalance, and
how he eventually found his balance again by embracing the Grace of God
back into his life after so long. Later on Newton went to a larger church in
London that he pastored. There he reached many people who he had mocked
God with, to help them find the way to God. He worked to help abolish the
slave trade and was even a key witness for prime minister. His highly detailed
and horrific testimony of the slave trade helped get it abolished.
While Newton’s life drew to a close in 1807 as a clergyman, his story in
the life of his hymn lived on. His hymn was sung to a range of tunes in Britain
and America until 1835. That's when American composer William Walker
had the idea to combine an American folk song called “New Britain” with
Newton’s “Amazing Grace” and history was made. This version of “Amazing
Grace” would become the version that you and I have sung our whole lives.
There have even been more additions and renditions of “Amazing Grace.”
A woman named Harriet Beecher Stowe added a verse which appeared in her
anti slavery novel, Uncle Tom’s Cabin.
I’ve even found another version of “Amazing Grace” that's even more
recent! “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” is an even newer rendition
that is sung by acapella group Pentatonix, who you may remember I featured
in my December song review of “That’s Christmas To Me”

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers
References:
Lowry, Todd. “Who Is the Original Performing Artist of ‘Amazing Grace’ and Who Needs to Be Credited in the Composition Copyright When Doing a Cover of ...” Quora, 2021, https://www.quora.com/Who-is-the-originalperforming-artist-of-Amazing-Grace-and-who-needs-to-be-credited-in-the-composition-copyright-when-doing-acover-of-this-song. Quinn, Alyson R. “The Story behind 'Amazing Grace'.” Prison Fellowship, 11 Nov. 2021, https://
www.prisonfellowship.org/2017/04/amazing-grace-2/?
mwm_id=295769301287&sc=WB1710B10&gclid=CjwKCAiAsNKQBhAPEiwABI5zXE3v212J3MC6aW4ufbP8gF5opSLtYlpRZgRLUbXfZqdyLppbZ8AdBoCrXcQAvD_BwE. Timeless Truths Free Online
Library | books, sheet music. “Amazing Grace.” Amazing Grace > Lyrics | John Newton, 1779, https://
library.timelesstruths.org/music/Amazing_Grace/.

TO ALL OF OUR MISSION-MINDED FOLKS HERE AT COTC -

LET'S KEEP ON FILLING THAT CART!
The COTC Bell Ringers are going on the road
this month and teaming up with a few ringers at
Westminster Presbyterian Church. This amazing
combined choir will be ringing at Church of the
Cross during worship on March 13th. They will
then take part in Westminster's church service on
March 20th. You will hear all kinds of interesting
sounds and techniques from the bells on March
13th....mart lifting, echoing, plucking, chimes
and bell tree ringing. If you are wondering what
a mart lift is then you will want to make sure you
are in worship on March 13th (or tune in on
Facebook).
It is such a blessing to share talents and hard
work with our sisters and brothers in Christ.
We have so much fun! As always, there are
opportunities both big and small to join this
meaningful ministry and you are always
welcomed!
~Amy Fugate

The West Millcreek Food Pantry continues to need our
help! We’ve collected 271 items so far and $1,230! We
are getting so close for that $1,500 matching from our
Mission committee! God is good, and the folks at COTC
are following his command to feed the hungry! The list
of items will remain the same for the 4 weeks of March.
Thank you COTC members for being such a vital help
to our missions! We'll keep you posted on the final
outcome of the February Food Pantry drive, as well
as upcoming missions!

WEEK #1 JELLY AND FLOUR and/or SUGAR
WEEK #2 BAR SOAP AND CANNED MEAT
WEEK #3 DISH SOAP AND POTATO FLAKES (INSTANT POTATOES)
WEEK # 4 TOILET PAPER AND PORK & BEANS

Easter
Flowers
Easter Flower orders to decorate our worship area on Easter
morning. This year we have three options:
Daffodils - $8.50 each
Hyacinths - $8.50 each
Tulips - $8.50 each

Our deadline for ordering is March 28th.
Please fill out the form and either email/call/visit the office before
March 29th.
This is how your information will appear in various announcements.
Call the office to arrange a pick up for flowers after Easter worship.

Name: ______________________________ Phone: ______________
In honor of: ______________________________________________

In memory of: ____________________________________________
No. of Daffodils at $8.50 each: _____
No. of Hyacinths at $8.50 each _____
No. of Tulips at $8.50 each: _____
Total Due: $______________

Please include payment with order form.
Either mail or visit the office to turn in payment.

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you!
The arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with items around the house.
The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:
Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10
on how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.
Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set
has an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a
picture format.
Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities
Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads
the weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children
can follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenk for getting this live on the COTC website.
Also to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information
and to Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

Thank You Letters
COTC received the following thank you letters
from the following missions:

Lake Erie Presbytery—Rev. Anita Bernhardt

“In addition to your per capita dollars, we are so grateful for
the support of the presbytery and the larger PCUSA and your
partnership in ministry! Thank you!”
Woman’s Care Center—Randy Newport

(Executive Director)

“Thank you for your faithfulness in giving to this ministry.
You are an integral part of the life-saving work of Woman’s
Care Center. Your commitment and love for this ministry
means so much to us. You are appreciated more than you will
ever know!”
Frontier Fellowship—Richard L. Haney

(Executive Director)

“Thank you for your generous support in 2021. I am so
grateful that you are a part of our global, frontier-focused
fellowship.”
COTC is happy to help our city and international
missions. More donations have been made to more
than just the listed organizations above.

St. Patrick’s Day Facts
Researched and written by Taylor Powell
Did St. Patrick REALLY chase all the snakes from Ireland?
St. Patrick couldn’t chase the snakes out of Ireland because...there were no
snakes! The story is told that St. Patrick waved his staff and suddenly all the
snakes gathered and went into the sea, never returning to the land. However, this
is in fact a myth. When snakes were first evolving million of years ago, Ireland
was submerged under water. Due to this, the snakes were incapable of living on
the land. When Ireland was no longer under water, snakes did make their way
onto the island, but were then frozen by the ice age 15,000 years ago. Ireland
also separated itself form the mainland Europe, which resulted in a huge water
gap where snakes could not cross to return later.
Where did this myth come from?
It is believed that the snake is a symbol of paganism, and so the story of St.
Patrick chasing the snakes away from Ireland is a metaphor for ridding Ireland
of paganism, paving the way for Christianity.
Why leprechauns?
Celtic folklore has its own holiday on May 17th which displays leprechauns,
three-leaf clovers, and more, but they are also celebrated on March 17th. This
also lead to the Americanized, good-natured leprechaun’s becoming the main
symbol of St. Patrick’s Day.
Where do the flag colors come from? (Green, Orange, and White)
Green = Roman Catholics
Orange = Irish Protestants
White = The hope for peace and union between the two groups
Why do people eat cabbage, corn beef, and potatoes on St. Patrick’s Day?
Beef was considered a luxury and hard to get, so corned beef was the cheaper
option. It is a tradition to have a boiled dinner, so cabbage, potatoes, and other
vegetables were included.
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

2

3

Saturday
4

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

6

7

8

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

Session
Meeting—7pm

9:50am Worship

13

9

14

15

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

8:00 – AA

10

11

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

16

5

12
8:00 – AA

17

18

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

19
8:00 – AA

9:50am Worship

20
9:00am Sunday
School for all ages
9:50am Worship

27
9:00am Sunday
School for all ages
9:50am Worship

21

22

23

Newsletter
Submissions
Due
28

24

Faith Circle—
1:00pm Sunset
Room

31

30

26
8:00 – AA

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

29

25

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

COTC’s food pantry cart is always accepting items!

Contact Pastor Drew for Zoom

Donate your canned or boxed items at COTC!

information!

