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in this…perfect love casts out fear.

Church Office Hours:
Monday–Thursday 8:00am-4:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm

Sunday Worship Service:
Online & In-Person @ 10:00am

Return Service
Requested

We love because he first loved us.”

~1 John 4:17-19

•

Office hours:

Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm
Fri 9am-1pm

Follow our Facebook page to join into
live worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie

•

Check our website page for updates, live
and past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

•

Yeshuwa Myers, Taylor Powell, Pastor Drew Himes, Dr. Sarah Kahl, Amy Fugate

COTC’s Gym has been re-opened for
very limited use; please contact
Taylor in the office for specific
details. (Updated by Session on March 10, 2021)
Please continue to mail in your
contributions or place them in the
offering plate before or after worship.

2022 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Facebook (January 2nd—30th)
Total Reach of Videos: 516
Total Engagement w/videos: 257

Colleen Smith—2/02

Patricia Bartlett—2/11

Jeaniva Milie—2/04

Carol Wilkins—2/12

John Schmitt—2/06

Seth Rimdzius—2/15

Dian Tessauro—2/07

Donna Walkow—2/16

Teresa Buchholz—2/07

Susan McConnell—2/18

Karen Rimdzius—2/11

Karen Schmitt—2/24

Total Views of Videos: 359*
Average Reach of Video (weekly): 103
Average Engagement w/Video: 51
Average Views: 72*
Reach/Engagement percentage: 50% (goal is 25%)
In-Person:
Average In-Person: 44
Average Attendance (Live Stream and In-Person): 179
Total In-Person: 220
Definition of Terms
Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.
Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)

Min & Jaehwan Kim—2/20
James & Peggy Black—2/26

Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any number of people.
*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

Pastor’s Message
I realize that we all look forward to Yeshuwa’s musical
reviews each month. I love what he does with them and how
he hears and sees things that I never imagined were there. It
helps me to listen for God’s voice in a whole different
medium.

So for this month, the month of love, I’m going to take a stab
at breaking down some music for deeper and alternate
meanings.
The song I’m discussing is called “Love, Love, Love,” and is
performed by the Icelandic indie/folk rock group “Of
Monsters and Men.” It was formed in 2010 and has been
delivering sound gold for over a decade now.

This particular song is written by the lead female vocalist
Nanna Bryndís Hilmarsdóttir (known affectionately simply as
Nanna). While the entire focus of the song is on what the
Greeks would call eros or romantic love, the refrain of the
song makes me think beyond the realm of the human and into
our love relationship with God.
Oh, 'cause you love, love, love

Again, while the song is about a forbidden or confused human
love, this refrain always makes me think of the complex and
confusing relationship we often have with God and God’s love
for us.
In these lines we hear, “You love me greatly when you know I
can’t return your love.” Theologically, we call this idea
“irresistible grace” meaning that God’s love cannot be turned
away or stopped. God will love because God has chosen to love
us. God loves us not because of anything we’ve done (or not
done) or even in spite of us, God simply loves us because God
has made the choice to love us.
Thus it becomes difficult to understand how God can love us
when we can’t love God, other people…or even ourselves. And
yet…there it is. God’s love is nagging us, enveloping us, plaguing us with its goodness.
Another way that we could conceive of these lines and still get a
deep meaning would be to say, “Oh, ‘cause you love, love, love/
When you know I haven’t loved you.”
God’s love is not dependent on our ability to return that love or
get it right or make it perfect. God’s love simply is given and
does not demand a response. Frankly, any response we would try
to muster would never be enough (even with our best efforts)
and yet God accepts whatever we return.

This concept is made beautifully apparent in the parable of the
unforgiving servant (Matthew 18:21-35). Briefly…a servant
owes his lord a TON of money and begs for mercy. The lord
realizes that justice will never be served attempting to collect it
so he simply forgives the debt and releases the man. The man
then seizes a colleague who owes him a little bit of money and
refuses to show the same mercy he has just received.

When you know I can't love
You love, love, love
When you know I can't love
You love, love, love
When you know I can't love you
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In the first instance the lord represents God’s love for us
even when we cannot repay it. In the second instance, the
man fails to reflect this love in his own relationships and
misses the point entirely.
Whether we understand or feel worthy of receiving God’s
love isn’t the chief matter: we have received it. When we
can finally make sense of this, we must then share that same
love widely and expansively and without limit. If we fail in
this pursuit, then we fail to truly embrace the love that we
have received without merit.
God’s love comes to us as a free gift (grace) and this gift is
embodied in the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of
Jesus. We see the completeness of God’s love and grace in
how Christ cared for his people and continues to care for us.
I hope all this month you will embrace God’s love for you
and share it boldly and widely.

Peace and Joy,
The Rev. Drew Himes
Pastor
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Christian Ed:
February 6, 13, 20:
A Brief Overview of Psalms
February 27:
Our Lenten book study begins. We
will read a chapter a week until
Palm Sunday. Please get your name
and order in as soon as possible so
Pastor Drew can order the correct
number of books.

Next Session Meeting:
February 9th

RESULTS FROM 2021
CROP HUNGER WALK

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of December 2021:

Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$280,819

$243,634

$252,314

Missions Budget

$38,006

$32,698

$37,696

Per Capita Receipts: $1,619

Erie County CROP Walk Coordinator Jim Haas reports
that just over $61,000 was raised at the 2021 Walk!
This is an increase of about $3,000 over last year and
the first time we exceeded $60,000 in more that 5
years. Way to go COTC walkers and sponsors who
contributed $11,830 to that amazing total.
Thanks for being the hands and feet of Christ!

One Great Hour of Sharing: $180

“WALK. GIVE. CHANGE
THE WORLD.”

Pentecost: $20
Christmas Joy: $490

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of January 2022:

Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$280,449

$23,361

$20,787

Missions Budget

$38,006

$1,755

$963

Per Capita Receipts: $244

The Per Capita assessment for 2022 is
$32.00 per member

“How Deep The Father’s Love For Us ”
By: Stuart Townend
With 2022 welcoming us into its embrace and February
being the month of Valentine’s Day I was looking for a song that
reflected a similar feeling to it. I was looking through the catalog
of hymns (ones that I am familiar with, because there are so
many!) and stumbled across one that I’ve really enjoyed since
being introduced to it at Church of the Cross. I love the energy
that this song has, and hearing different versions I’ve found ones
that suit a smaller intimate church setting and also ones that have a
very big concert atmosphere. The lyrics are powerful and uplifting
and the instrumentation also reflects the same feeling. Upon doing
some homework on the hymn, I found out this one isn’t nearly as
seasoned as some other more classic hymns; but it’s sure to join
the classic hymn list: “How Deep The Father’s Love For Us.”
This hymn was written by a leading British Christian songwriter named Stewart Townend at the end of the 20th century.
This was one of the first “hymn-like” songs that Townend wrote,
noting that this melody came to him much more easily than his
earlier works. He felt that his previous contemporary worshipstyle hymns were more centered on the emotions of the individual
singing the song and not as much of a focus on Christ. Townend
wrote this song to focus on what it cost God to give us his son
who died on the cross for us and our sins. He even mentions that
God’s wrath was poured out when Jesus was crucified but we
should not see God as vengeful but that God’s wrath cost Him His
son’s life, out of love. I feel like many of us who have
experienced love know that it can sometimes take some work, a
little effort, and even may cost us to sacrifice some of our own
personal wants or needs in order to sustain another.

There were a few different lines that Townend wanted to
use as the themes for each of the verses. The first line in the
song is, “How deep The Father’s love for us,” which is a
powerful statement that God’s Love for us is so strong and
truly unconditional that He was willing to give the life of His
only son in order for us to be saved. Townend used this idea for
the first verse in his song. The second verse is where the
vocalist’s own actions play a part in the song stating that, “It
was my sin that held him there,” as one of the lines referring to
the actions that placed Jesus upon the cross. This is what gives
the song it’s personal viewpoint and engages the singer(s) to
have their own viewpoint in the story of the song. The third
verse was motivated by the line, “I will not boast in anything,”
except the great things Jesus has done for the vocalist.
Townend was very proud of the end product of the song
when he completed it. He was also satisfied with the response
that it got from different types of churches and the versatility of
the song in those churches.
You can check out many versions of this song online,
one I enjoyed was by Jessica Musselman, and even hear and
join in on our own version at COTC! I hope you have a loving
and blessed Valentine’s Day!

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers
References:
Townend, Stuart, director. Stuart Townend - How Deep The Father's Love For Us (Story
Behind the Song). YouTube, YouTube, 9 Feb. 2009, https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=BdVQNyQmdM4. Accessed 2 Feb. 2022.
Townend, Stuart. “Biography.” Stuart Townend, Stuart Townend, 10 Oct. 2018, https://
www.stuarttownend.co.uk/biography/.

African American Spirituals
During the month of February, our nation celebrates Black History Month. This
month, we celebrate the achievements of African Americans and recognize their
central role in the history of the United States. African American spirituals are a deep
part of that heritage, as music was a central and important part of their daily lives.
The African American spiritual is one of the most significant forms of American
folksong. The term “spiritual” is derived from the King James translation of Ephesians
5:19: “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Library of Congress, n.d.). African slaves
would gather to sing, chant and dance; however, the white colonists considered their
meetings to be “wild” and they were often banned. The lyrics of the spirituals were
linked with Biblical stories and often paralleled the struggles of their own lives.
Spirituals served as a way to express their Christian faith, share their struggles and
hopes, and even served to communicate secret messages of escaping their captivity
(Library of Congress, n.d.).
Each Sunday during the month of February a different spiritual will be featured during
worship. Historical background information helps prepare us to really “hear” the
messages behind the music.
February 6: Guide My Feet
William Williams’ (1717-1791) well-known hymn Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
is seen as a precursor to the spiritual Guide My Feet. The hymn’s text describes the
Israelites being liberated from slavery and moving toward the promised land, which is
an experience to which African American slaves related (St. Romain, 2021).
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but thou art mighty;
Hold me with thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
Feed me till I want no more.

The song Guide My Feet was probably collected during the field research of Willis
Laurence James (1900-1966) in 1939. James was a member of the Friendship Baptist
Church, where the arranger, Wendell P. Whalum, served as minister. James and
Whalum first met at Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia, where they both
contributed to the musical community (St. Romain, 2021). James wrote these poignant
words in a grant request to the General Education Board:
It is not enough merely to collect these songs, it is necessary to possess a first-hand
knowledge of Negro customs, modes of expression, intimate domestic life
and attitudes. . . Great patience and understanding are required to win their [Negroes’]
confidence and to have them sing with the naturalness and abandon with which they
sing among themselves. . . I believe that I am qualified to undertake the work because I
am a Negro, a singer, and a composers. (St. Romain, 2021)
Kahl 1

The lyrics of Guide My Feet come from the biblical reference Hebrews 12:1-2:
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its
shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.” (New Revised
Standard Version) The song compares the Christian life to running a race: the journey
is hard work and can be difficult, but if one perseveres and looks to God as the Guide,
the finish line will be attainable. The lyrics suggest that it is not a solo race that one is
running, but rather it is a community experience.
Verse 1:
Guide my feet while I run this race;
Guide my feet while I run this race;
Guide my feet while I run this race,
For I don’t want to run this race in vain!
Verse 2: Hold my hand. . .
Verse 3: Stand by me. . .
Verse 4: I’m your child. . .
Verse 5: Search my heart. . .
Verse 6: Guide my feet. . .
This is written in the traditional musical call and response form, where a leader sings
the beginning of each phrase and the community members respond and conclude the
musical sentence.
February 13: Give Me Jesus
The spiritual we know today as Give Me Jesus draws upon both African and
Euro-American musical roots. Scholars have drawn connections between the spiritual
and the Methodist song Give Me Jesus, which was published in The American
Vocalist by D.H. Mansfield in 1848 and revised in 1849. Not only are the lyrics
similar, but the melody shares many similarities as well:
When I’m happy hear me sing. . .
Give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus. Give me Jesus.
You may have all the world,
Give me Jesus.
When in sorrow hear me pray. . .
When I’m dying hear me cry. . .
When I’m rising hear me shout. . .
When in heaven we will sing. . .
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,
By thy grace we are saved,
Blessed Jesus.
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The earliest post-Civil War collection, Slave Songs of the United States (1867),
contains several songs aligning with this theme. These songs were collected and
transcribed from African Americans who lived on plantations in the South Carolina
sea islands by northern abolitionists Wiliam Francis Allen, Charles Pickard Ware,
and Lucy McKim Garrison during the Civil War. The metaphor of “morning”
signified the time for going to heaven and for the resurrection (Baynham & Hawn,
2021). The version you will hear at COTC is shown below:
Verse 1:
In the morning when I rise,
In the morning when I rise,
In the morning when I rise, give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.
You can have all this world, but give me Jesus.

To “steal away” is to escape from a person, place, or thing in a hurried pace (Diggs,
2021). The spiritual Steal Away is one of many whose lyrics have a double meaning.
The lyrics can be understood to mean that the singer longs to be with God. The lyrics
also convey a secret code, understood only by the slaves that sung them, in order to
reach freedom via the Underground Railroad. In this instance, a Virginia slave by the
name of Nat Turner sang this song as a way to signal slaves together in order to discuss
his plans of revolt against their owners (Maryland Public Television, 2022).
February 27: Fix Me

Verse 2:
And when I am alone,
Oh, and when I am alone,
And when I am alone give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.
You can have all this world, but give me Jesus.

In the spiritual Fix Me, the verb “fix” is understood to mean to repair or to prepare to
do something. In other words, “fix me” is a cry to Jesus for healing, both physically and
spiritually. The song provided comfort during personal struggles of slaves that Jesus
would offer the final “triumph over adversity” and grant them eternal life in heaven (St.
Romain, 2017).
The arrangement by Mervyn Warren (as in the movie “Joyful Noise” featuring Queen
Latifah) seems like a personal prayer, but rather the pronoun “me” references the
community voice. The song, like Guide My Feet, is in a call-and-response form with
the response each time being “Fix me, Jesus, fix me.”

Verse 3:
And when I come to die,
Oh, and when I come to die,
And when I come to die, give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus.
You can have all this world, but give me Jesus.
February 20: Steal Away
Steal Away was composed by a slave by the name of Wallace Willis circa 1862. A
minister, Alexander Reid, heard Willis singing it and notated the lyrics and the
melody. Reid sent the music to a singing organization that had been formed in 1871
at a school for freed slaves called the Fisk Jubilee Singers. The Fisk Jubilee Singers
toured the country in order to raise money to help save their school from closure
(Bacon, 2020).

Fix me, Jesus, fix me.
Fix me, Jesus, fix me.
Fix me for my home on high,
Fix me, Jesus, fix me.
Fix me for the by and by,
Fix me, Jesus, fix me.
Fix me for my starry crown.
Fix me, Jesus, fix me.
Fix me for a higher ground.
Fix me, Jesus, fix me.
Fix me, Jesus, fix me.
Fix me, Jesus, fix me.
~Dr. Sarah Kahl

Chorus:
Steal away, steal away,
Steal away to Jesus!
Steal away, steal away home;
I ain’t got long to stay here.
Verse 1:
My Lord, he calls me;
He calls me like the thunder.
The trumpet sounds withina my soul;
I ain’t got long to stay here.

Verse 2:
Green trees are bending;
And sinners stand trembling.
The trumpet sounds withina my soul;
I ain’t got long to stay here.

References
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Bacon, P. (2020, September 20). Story of a song: Steal away. Lichfield Gospel Choir. https://www.lichfieldgospelchoir.co.uk/blog/story-of-asong-steal-away
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FEBRUARY MISSION OF THE MONTH

FILL THAT CART! WHAT CART?
That cart! Located at the top of the stairs where you enter for
worship on Sunday! We are encouraged to bring in non-perishable
food items each week. All items are greatly appreciated.
So where do all of the donations go? The West Millcreek Food
Pantry serves folks in the 16505 & 16506 area who are experiencing
food insecurities. Since the pandemic began, the need has grown.
Distributions take place on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month. In
December, over 400 people representing 105 families were served.
The WMFP is a volunteer-run organization located behind
Westminster Presbyterian Church. Our former COTC members Cliff
& Helen Taylor ran the program from 1988 – 2010. After retiring as
a special education teacher in Florida, current WMFP director Carol
Willison moved to Erie and began to volunteer at the pantry. Fellow
COTC members Bob Griffin, Sue Ohrn, Karen & John Schmitt, and
Sue Tibbits all regularly volunteer. And if you think you might be
interested in volunteering there, please talk with one of those folks!
To jump-start our efforts to FILL THAT CART, the Mission
Committee will match every food item and/or dollar donated with a
$1 contribution to the West Millcreek Food Pantry (up to $1500).
What better way to show love for our neighbors than to help fight
the hunger problem!
Monetary donations (checks payable to COTC with WMFP in the
memo line) can be mailed or dropped at the church office OR given
to Mission Committee members Sue Tibbits or Becky Wilson.
Donations can also be dropped off after/before worship, OR at the
church during regular office hours Monday – Friday.
WEEK #1 JELLY AND FLOUR and/or SUGAR
WEEK #2 BAR SOAP AND CANNED MEAT
WEEK #3 DISH SOAP AND POTATO FLAKES (INSTANT POTATOES)
WEEK # 4 TOILET PAPER AND PORK & BEANS

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you! The
arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with
items around the house.
The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:
Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10 on
how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.
Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set has
an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a picture
format.
Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities
Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads the
weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children can
follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenk for getting this live on the COTC website. Also
to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information and to
Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

“I have loved you
with an everlasting
love.”
~Jeremiah 31:3

“Walk in love”
~Ephesians 5:2

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

Friday
3

Saturday
4

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

6

7

8

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

Session
Meeting—7pm

9:50am Worship

13

9

14

15

16

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

10

8:00 – AA

11

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

17

5

12
8:00 – AA

18

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

19
8:00 – AA

9:50am Worship

20
9:00am Sunday
School for all ages
9:50am Worship

27

21
Newsletter
Submissions
Due

22
Faith Circle—
1:00pm Sunset
Room

23

24
Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

28

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages
9:50am Worship
COTC’s food pantry cart is always
accepting items! Donate your
canned or boxed items at COTC!

Contact Pastor Drew for Zoom
information!

25

26
8:00 – AA

