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Return Service
Requested

Loving God

Serving in Jesus’ Name

Church Office Updates
•

Office hours:
Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm
Fri 9am-1pm

Follow our Facebook page to join into
live worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie

•

Check our website page for updates, live
and past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

•

Yeshuwa Myers, Taylor Powell, Pastor Drew Himes, Dr. Sarah Kahl, Amy Fugate

COTC’s Gym has been re-opened for
very limited use; please contact
Taylor in the office for specific
details. (Updated by Session on March 10, 2021)
Please continue to mail in your
contributions or place them in the
offering plate before or after worship.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!

2021 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Facebook (January 3rd—December 26th)
Total Reach of Videos: 9,658

Herbert Stull—1/01

Randall Schiefelbein—1/14

David Gehrlein—1/02

Mary Lou Simpson—1/16

Kathy Wetsell—1/03

Barbara Damico—1/19

Brian Swanson—1/04

Keith Trostle—1/19

Barbara Clark—1/06

Diane Wilson—1/23

Kellee Heidt—1/07

Ashley Whiteman—1/25

Patricia Folmer—1/08 Carolyn Huzinec—1/26
Jim Ohrn—1/26
Meredith Sander—1/09
Bill Irish—1/10

Benjamin Fugate—1/27

Michael O’Malley—1/10 Wayne Pemberton—1/28

Total Engagement w/videos: 4,480

Total Views of Videos: 7,357*
Average Reach of Video (weekly): 179
Average Engagement w/Video: 83
Average Views: 136*
Reach/Engagement percentage: 47% (goal is 25%)
In-Person:
Average In-Person: 43
Total In-Person: 1,760
Average Attendance (Live Stream and In-Person): 179
Definition of Terms

Cherish Thomson—1/10 Laurie Swanson—1/29

Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.

Zachary Schenck—1/11 Andrew Wagner—1/29
Lori Jacobson—1/30
James Black—1/13

Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)

Richard Lobb—1/13

Ruth Johnson—1/31

Kevin Barbour—1/14

Dakota Wood—1/31

Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any number of people.
*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

Pastor’s Message
What new thing is God doing in our midst? Hard to tell isn’t
it? With COVID spiking yet again…with church attendance
and financial giving at low levels…with more anger and
vitriol on the airwaves…with more problems than we can
shake a stick at…how can we even begin to think that God is
doing a new thing in our midst?
That’s actually pretty easy: 1. God is ALWAYS doing a new
thing in our midst; 2. God’s ways of doing things are usually
pretty subtle and we may not notice them right away.
Take for example the birth of his Son, the Messiah. Born of
two completely unknown people in a backwater village on a
stable floor; visited by dirty, smelly shepherds and then
foreign magi…and this was God’s big plan to save the people
of the world? A baby? Born to poor people?
Exactly.
Let’s think of a few other times God wasn’t exactly blowing
the roof off with the rich and powerful: Using two Hebrew
midwives to protect the birth of Hebrew boys from the wrath
of a diabolical pharaoh (Shiphrah and Puah); using a man
who stuttered to deliver the words, “Let my people go,” to the
same Pharaoh (Moses); using a prophet who was not pure
enough (Isaiah); using a prophet who was far too young
(Jeremiah); calling a pastor to lead the early church who was
very young (Timothy); and on, and on.

Pastor 1

God is forever doing things that are strange and weird and
relatively not that splashy. God isn’t calling together a giant
parade of saints and angels every time that God does a new
thing. It’s usually the incredibly unlikely character in the back
of the room with their head down who no one wants to listen
to or believe that gets picked. And then, no one listens to them
because they’re too nerdy or too weird or too radical or too
this or too that. The people stand around craning their necks
for some tremendous bolt of lighting to leap out and smack
them in the forehead when in reality, God works through a
series of really tiny lightbulbs.
So the big question for us: Do we have our eyes peeled? Are
we looking for lightbulbs?
Or, like we have for decades and centuries, are we waiting for
God to reach down and fire some lighting bolts around?

Have we considered that maybe, just maybe, we’re the tiny
little lightbulb that God is illuminating but we’re so very
convinced that it couldn’t ever be us that we’re ignoring the
fact that we are part of the new thing God is doing?
Just think of every new thing God did in the last couple of
years:
-Did you ever imagine that you would worship God in front of
a computer? Or use a cinnamon roll and coffee as communion
one Sunday? And yet…didn’t you hear the voice of God
speaking through Scripture and didn’t you also receive the gift
of Jesus Christ by the Spirit?
-Did you ever imagine having Thanksgiving or Christmas dinner with friends over a video call? And yet…didn’t you still
tell the same tired old stories and laugh and eat delicious food?
Pastor 2

-Did you ever imagine that distance would give you perspective
on the desire and need for closeness and proximity? And yet…
you realized how deeply you need human connection and
fellowship with your sisters and brothers.
-Did you ever think you’d learn about Scripture via Zoom call?
And yet…more people from more places could come together
and dig down into the text than ever before.
-Did you ever think……that God would do a whole bunch of
new things……right before your eyes?
Raising Christ from the grave was a new thing too and it’s taken
the church over 2,000 years to figure that one out (and we still
haven’t). Giving sight to the blind and feeding 5,000 people and
healing many of unclean spirits, and speaking the very words of
God were a pretty new thing too…and we’re still trying to get
on board with those.

Christian Ed:
After our small holiday break (December 26 and
January 2) we’ll be back together January 9, 16, 23,
and 30 to complete a quick survey of the Gospel of
John. Then in February (6, 13, and 20) we’ll be taking
a quick survey of the Book of Psalms. Throughout the
season of Lent (February 27th-April 10th) we’ll be
reading and discussing together “Lent in Plain Sight:
A Devotion Through Ten Objects” by the Rev. Dr. Jill
J. Duffield. Books are $12 (donations accepted); however, they will be made available to anyone who
requests one regardless of cost. Speak to Pastor Drew
as quickly as possible so that he has an accurate count
for ordering.

So what is God doing right now right in front of your nose that
you’re completely overlooking?

Thank You

What new thing is breaking in all around you?
And more importantly: Are you going to be part of it? Or are
you going to stay on the sideline waiting for something else,
something better, something bigger, something flashier?
God is doing a brand new thing….are you going to be part of it?
Happy New Year, friends.

Peace and Joy,
The Rev. Drew Himes

Dear Friends,
How appreciative we are of all the kind acts
from our friends at Church Of The Cross.
The prayers, cards, calls, and the beautiful poinsettia and Bible Word Search Book,
have meant so much to us; Oh how blessed
we are. Thank you, Thank you!
Peace on earth, Good will to all.
Lovingly ,

Pastor

Gary and Elle Shepherd
Pastor 3

Next Session Meeting:
January 12th

2022 Hopes & Prayers
“We pray that the effects of the pandemic wane in
2022 so that we will see more of our beloved COTC
parishioners at church and church activities. We miss
all the friendly faces, handshakes and hugs!”
~Sue & Jim Ohrn

“Seeing family and friends as cliché as it
sounds PEACE ON EARTH! Oh and to see
COVID gone for good!! “
~Barb Clark

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of
November (month behind due to bank statement dates):
Budgeted Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$193,070

$228,417

$230,477

Missions Budget

$38,696

$27,084

$15,095

Per Capita Receipts $1,619
One Great Hour of Sharing: $10

“Our hopes and prayers are for the end of
COVID.”
~The Trott Family
“I hope and pray that this pandemic ends SOON so that God’s church can
get back to taking care of His earthly business.
I hope and pray that God helps us heal this divided and scary country.
I hope and pray that God helps us repair this broken and angry planet.”
~James Milewski

Pentecost: $10

The Per Capita assessment for 2021 is
$32.00 per member

“I hope to go on many adventures this year
and to make more wonderful memories with
my family and friends.”
~Taylor Powell

Writing more than 30 publications, including essays on astronomy,
philosophy, and psychology, proves that Watts was much more than a poet. He
was a visionary and someone who thought outside of the box to bring new ideas to the Church and the people. His legacy still lives on through his hymns,
with “Joy To The World” only being one of the many he has created.

“Joy to the World”
By: Isaac Watts
Happy New Year, & welcome to 2022! I pray that this year brings
perseverance, love, and happiness into each of your homes and lives. Upon
writing this, I felt that I should start the year off with a song review that
reflects the good energy that will find all of us in the upcoming months. I felt
none was more uplifting and appropriate than the classic hymn of “Joy To The
World” originally by Isaac Watts in 1719. Since then, there have been
thousands of renditions of this song that differ in many different ways. We’ve
all heard the classic versions of this song sung by Mariah Carey, Frank
Sinatra, and Elvis Presley, to name a few, but I’ve also found reggae,
electronic, and hip-hop versions that are less known. How did this song
become so influential that musicians from so many different styles felt the
need to recreate and keep this song alive? Let’s take a look at the history
behind it!
Isaac Watts was born in 1674 in Southampton, Hampshire, in England.
When Isaac was born his father was in prison for not conforming to the beliefs
of the established Church of England. When Isaac was young he exhibited
signs of genius; mastering several languages by the age of 13. By the age of
16, the young Watts had decided to study in London at a leading
Nonconformist academy, which went against the grain of an Anglican
academy that wealthy townsfolk had even offered to pay for.
After graduation, Watts became a pastor at one of the most influential
independent churches in London, Mark Lane Independent Chapel in 1702 but
had to resign only 10 years later due to a psychiatric illness. During his tenure,
there he published the book, Hymns and Spiritual Songs, which contained
hymns that would become very popular across England. Watts enjoyed the
idea of making contemporary hymns that used language of the current
day. "They ought to be translated in such a manner as we have reason to
believe David would have composed them if he had lived in our day," he
wrote. This mindset brought us, Psalms of David Imitated in the Language of
the New Testament, in 1719, where we'll be introduced to “Joy To The
World.” At first he was even questioned by his colleagues how his hymns
could be inspired by Psalms, they were puzzled by the way that he used artistic
vision to have parts of the Psalms mentioned and some parts left out and how
he chose to mention things like sin and temptation in his hymns, which some
called “Watts whims.” Watts was sure that he was reaching a more realistic
Christian audience through his music.

The lyrics of “Joy To The World” come from an adaptation of Psalm
98:4-9 and Genesis 3:17. Psalm 98:4-9 has an uplifting feeling to it and the
song “Joy To The World” maintains that feeling throughout the song. The
reference that is made to Genesis 3:17 is in the “curse” mentioned in the third
verse. This is in reference to what God says to Adam after eating the fruit from
the Tree of Knowledge, “Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy
sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life.” As a part of
“five-point Calvinism,” the curse of the “total depravity of man”, is a
significant part of Isaac Watts’ classic Reformed theology.
The musical part of the song we know as “Joy To The World” was
created by Lowell Mason with influences by George Frederic Handel used in a
way that music today uses ‘samples’ of another song to recreate a new one.
Mason’s version, which was titled Antioch, used his own arrangement of
Hymns from Handel's 1836 publication, Occasional Psalms and Hymn
Tunes. These artistic techniques created a Christmas hymn that is based on an
Old Testament Psalm, set to musical fragments composed in England, and sung
in the United States!
As the door of 2021 closes and the path to 2022 opens, I pray that we
move a year further away from the prejudice, the closed mindedness, the
sickness, and the overall ways of the past as we find ways that are more
inclusive, more efficient, healthier, and more loving in our near future. I pray
these upcoming months are peaceful and enjoyable for all of you and your
loved ones. The past few years haven’t been the easiest for many of us, but
continuing on through life let’s us know that God’s call for us is not done yet! I
hope you are as eager as I am to see what is in store for the new year!

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers
Galaxy Music Notes. “Learn the Story behind the Christmas Carol, ‘Joy to the World.” Galaxy Music Notes, 2021, https://
galaxymusicnotes.com/pages/learn-the-story-behind-joy-to-the-world.
Discipleship Ministries. “History of Hymns: ‘Joy to the World.’” Discipleship Ministries, 22 Dec. 2015, https://
www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-joy-to-the-world.
Packer, J.I. “Isaac Watts.” Christian History | Learn the History of Christianity & the Church, Christian History, 8 Aug. 2008, https://
www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/poets/isaac-watts.html.
MusicBrainz. “Joy to the World.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 25 Dec. 2021, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joy_to_the_World.

Wikipedia. “Isaac Watts.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 10 Dec. 2021, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Watts.

COTC – Look what we’ve
accomplished in 2021!
February: West Millcreek Food Pantry – ongoing
throughout the year with a Mission Match of $1,000!

March: Mercy Center for Women - They provide
transitional housing, education and counseling for
homeless women with or without children. We donated
$1,260 in cash as well as ~$2,000 in goods… diapers,
baby wipes, cookware, dinnerware, towels, sheets, etc.!
April: Erie DAWN - They provide homeless families
with housing and support while empowering them to
achieve independence and economic self-sufficiency.
Among other things, they provide gift cards to families
for grocery stores. We donated $1,600 in gift cards,
$400 to each of Aldi’s, Walmart, Giant Eagle & Tops
May: Hooked on Books for Kids Erie - We donated
$915 for new books for kids in Erie, which was enough
to purchase ~640 books!
June: Blizzard of Blankets - Upper Room of Erie We began making & collecting blankets to help homeless
people stay warm during the winter!
July: Christmas in July for Veterans - We donated
$4,030 for new beds for veterans!

August: Walking on the Word - Doug & Chris
Wilson - We donated $2,000 out of our mission
budget (in addition to the $2,500 which they received
this month.)
September: CROP Walk - We collected more than
$11,800!!! WOW!
Also in September: Rummage Sale - We donated the
proceeds from the rummage sale to Blended Spirits
Ranch - $2,200 & Crime Victim’s Center - $2,200
October: Completed the Blizzard of Blankets Project
- We donated 68 blankets & $100
November: Erie City Mission Thanksgiving Food
Bags - We filled 86 bags & gave a check for $500 for
the purchase of turkeys!
December: Angel Tree - All 35 children were adopted!

This all adds up to $26,500 in donations to
local missions, which is in addition to the
~$21,700 which COTC donates to our national
and international missions!

Great Job COTC!!!

January Mission of the Month

Thank You Letters

We’ve been asked again by our sisters and brother at
First Covenant to assist with the Our Neighbors Place
Overflow shelter for those experiencing homelessness.
This year, we’re being asked to be present from 7-11pm
and to bring a hearty snack (sandwich, fruit, snack
item). Due to COVID changes, we are no longer
providing a full sit down meal or needing to provide
overnight staff.

COTC received the following thank you letters from

You can sign up to be present at the shelter OR to provide a snack. We’ll have a sign-up sheet available before and after worship this week.
Contact Sue Tibbits or Becky Wilson
for more information.

the following missions:

Community Country Day School
Erie City Mission

Inter-Church Ministries of Erie County
Living Waters for the World
Emmaus Ministries
Wee Kirk Conference
Community of Caring

Frontier Fellowship
Interserve USA
Greater Erie Area Habitat for Humanity
China Outreach Ministries

COTC was able to sponsor all 35 children this
year! Each child will receive a Christmas card
with the gift cards raised for them. Thank you to
everyone who contributed to this mission. Thank
you Mary Oas for organizing this mission!

WAY TO GO COTC!

Cru Foundation

Coalition for Christian Outreach
Blended Spirits Ranch
Second Harvest Food Bank
We are happy to help our city and international
missions. More donations have been made to more

than just the listed organizations above.

Employee Spotlight

Avery Hardner
Nursery Care Worker

Avery was born and has lived in
Erie her whole life. She has one
older brother, and two dogs.
She is currently going to school
at McDowell High School. She
plays water polo there, and is the team's goalie. She also
loves to draw, read, and travel. One day she hopes to
visit Europe with her friends or family. Hopefully,
Covid still allows her and her team to go to Greece this
year. In the summer, her favorite season, she lifeguards
at Kahkwa Country Club and loves to hang out at the
beach. Avery spends most of her time playing sports
and hanging out with friends, she loves to be busy! After
high school, she plans on going to college and doing a
study abroad program, but has not decided what she
wants to major in yet.

Birthday: March 28th
Favorite Movie: 10 Things I Hate About You
Favorite Song: Gypsy by Fleetwood Mac
Fun Fact: Avery was a competitive cheerleader for 6

years.

GETTING INVOLVED IN WORSHIP
We are extending an opportunity for YOU to
be involved in worship! If you are interested in
assisting on a Sunday morning with reading,
PLEASE contact Pastor Drew via phone or
email and he will get you scheduled in. After all
this is your church and it’s great to see more
faces and hear more voices assisting with
worship.

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you! The
arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with
items around the house.

You could:

The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:

-Read a Scripture

Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10 on
how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.

-Lead a prayer
-Give a children’s message

Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set has
an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a picture
format.

-You could preach a message (This requires being

Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities

an ordained Elder; and would also need some coaching, mentorship, and oversight by Pastor Drew).
NOTE: You do not have to be an elder to assist with
worship; you don’t even have to be an official member
of the church. Worship is the act of ALL of God’s
people and all are welcome to assist.

Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads the
weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children can
follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenk for getting this live on the COTC website. Also
to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information and to
Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

“Be still and know that I am God.”
~Psalm 46:10
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

2

3

4

5

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

HAPPY NEW
YEAR!

8:00 – AA

6

7

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

8
8:00 – AA

9:50am Worship

9

10

11

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

12

Session
Meeting—7pm

9:50am Worship

16

17

18

19

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

13

14

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

15
8:00 – AA

20

21

22
8:00 – AA

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

9:50am Worship

23

24

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages
9:50am Worship

27

26

Faith Circle—
1:00pm Sunset
Room

9:50am Worship

30

25

28

1
Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

31
Feb. newsletter
submission
deadline

COTC’s food pantry cart is always
accepting items! Donate your
canned or boxed items at COTC!

29

Contact Pastor Drew for Zoom
information!

