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Return Service
Requested

Loving God

Serving in Jesus’ Name

Church Office Updates
•

Office hours:
Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm
Fri 9am-1pm

Follow our Facebook page to join into
live worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie

•

Check our website page for updates, live
and past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

•

Yeshuwa Myers, Taylor Powell, Pastor Drew Himes, Dr. Sarah Kahl, Amy Fugate

COTC’s Gym has been re-opened for
very limited use; please contact
Taylor in the office for specific
details. (Updated by Session on March 10, 2021)
Please continue to mail in your
contributions or place them in the
offering plate before or after worship.

2021 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Barbara Wolchik—12/08
Christina Milie—12/09
Brenda Lyle—12/11

Luke McCann—12/11
Mary McConnell—12/11
Lori Wolfe—12/11
Carolyn Whiteman—12/12
Diane Blake—12/14
Adah Eakin—12/16
Richard Schiefelbein—12/18

June Janson—12/19
Emily Pendleton—12/19

Cheryl Johnson—12/20

Facebook (January 3rd—November 28th)

Amy Kiehl—12/20

Total Reach of Videos: 9,090

Everly Morey 12/21

Total Engagement w/videos: 4,259

Kevin McCann—12/24

Total Views of Videos: 7,002*

Peter O’Malley—12/25

Average Reach of Video (weekly): 182

Katherine Fugate—12/26
Aric Weber—12/26
Walter Johnson—12/27
Ruth King—12/27

Average Engagement w/Video: 85
Average Views: 140*
Reach/Engagement percentage: 47% (goal is 25%)

In-Person:

Marjorie McConahy—12/30

Average In-Person: 42

Christina Warner—12/30

Total In-Person: 1,493
Definition of Terms
Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.

Kevin & Mary McCann—12/10
Judith & Andrew Wagner—12/17
Christina Milie—12/27
Jack & Diane Wilson—12/28
Renee Wagner—12/31

Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)
Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any number of people.
*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

Pastor’s Message
Come, Lord Jesus. Come.
This is the simple prayer that I offer every day.
I look around and see the world and its inhabitants crying out for relief,
rescue, justice, and peace and it makes my prayerful words come
through clenched teeth, balled up fists, and pain in my heart.
The seas roar more than ever before producing massive hurricanes and
yet we see record drought. We have the ability to provide enough food
for every man, woman, and child alive and yet there is famine. We
know how fragile our ecosystems are and yet the world burns with human created wildfires.
Come, Lord Jesus. Come.
People are dying at record numbers from COVID, suicide, drug overdose, and what we need most is the centrality of sharing love, respect,
and welcome. And yet…we’ve never been more polarized. Our elected
officials bicker like school children, people cannot believe medical experts because of disinformation, and entire nations are trying to poison
freedom, democracy, and fair elections, and instead of fighting back
with radical love, radical justice, and radical equity, we are more divided than ever before.
Come, Lord Jesus. Come.

Advent, the season which we enter and sustain for four weeks this
month, literally means, “Come.” When we celebrate Advent, we celebrate the coming of Jesus at his birth and we look forward to his return,
or coming back, in the fullness of God’s timing. And yet, we also beg
Christ to come right now. With breath cut short from fear and anxiety;
with trembling voices and shaking fists; with tears streaming down our
faces and disbelief in our hearts, we beg as individuals and as faith
communities, “Come, Lord Jesus. Come.”
Pastor 1

On the first Sunday of Advent, we sang together “Christ, Be Our
Light.” (My thanks to Amy Fugate for recommending this piece and
for Sarah Kahl’s wonderful leadership of it). This hymn, written by
Bernadette Farrell, a British hymn writer, was first created by her in
1994. Ms. Farrell perfectly captures the mood of Advent and the
mood of our present situation in all of her words. However, these
were most poignant to me:
Longing for light, we wait in darkness
Longing for truth, we turn to You.

Make us Your own, Your holy people
Light for the world to see
Her prayer-filled words express how we feel waiting in a dark, and
getting darker, world and all we want is a little wisp of light. Living a
world full of animosity, hate, lies, and deceit, we just want a small
taste of truth.
We turn, as she suggests, firstly to Christ: the Light of the world and
the Truth of God. Having turned there and having our faces lit up and
our hearts and minds filled, we then ask prayerfully one last thing:
make us your people who can be light and truth for the world.
The Christian life, I hope we all find out, isn’t about what we get. It’s
not about going to heaven when we die or avoiding the damnation of
hell. It’s not about being the most pious or most faithful or most devoted. Instead, it is humbly coming to the Source and seeking to be
transformed and then sent to do more transforming. It is surrender and
light bearing and being Christ for others in the midst of darkness.
I think in these days of this perfect quote from author Madeline
L’Engle:
We draw people to Christ not by loudly discrediting what they believe, by telling them how wrong they are and how right we are, but
by showing them a light that is so lovely that they want with all their
hearts to know the source of it.
Pastor 2

We ask, hopefully, during Advent for Christ to be our light and that
we, having been so illuminated, would be light for the world. Not because we’re perfect; not because we’re right; not because we’re holy
unto ourselves; not because we’ve got it all together. Instead, because
we desire, more than anything else, to be lit by Christ and to reflect
that light into the world.
Come, Lord Jesus. Come. Be our light; be our salvation; be our hope.
Ignite us. And send us out to light the world; to enter every dark
place; to enter every pit of despair; to walk into every moment of hate
with hope; to bring justice to the oppressed and sight to blind eyes.
Send us…we’re willing…send us.
I hope you all will come home again to be illuminated by the Light of
the world this Advent and Christmas.
I will close with these words of “Christ, Be Our Light.”
Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in Your church gathered today.
Peace and Joy,

The Rev. Drew Himes
Pastor

Pastor 3

Christian Ed:
December 5th: Will be studying cuneiform, hieroglyphs,
Greek and Hebrew to understand how the bible we read
came to be.
December 12th & 19th: We will be studying the birth
narrative of Jesus from Matthew’s Gospel.
December 26th: No class—Merry Christmas!

Next Session
Meeting:

December 8th

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of
October (month behind due to bank statement dates):
Budgeted Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$175,518

$218,016

$209,891

Missions Budget

$35,178

$25,689

$13,870

Per Capita Receipts $1,556
One Great Hour of Sharing: $10
Pentecost: $10

The Per Capita assessment for 2021 is
$32.00 per member

Don't Miss...
The season of Advent is upon us and our
amazing COTC bell ringers are preparing to
help us worship as we wait for His birth. You
will enjoy hearing ringers most Sundays in
December. Please plan to stay after church
on December 19th for a special Christmas
Musical Celebration & Sing-a-Long where
our bell ringers will be featured! And keep
your ears tuned...the COTC bell ringers will
be using a new piece of bell equipment
soon. More details on our big surprise once
the mystery item arrives in Erie!
As always, new bell ringers are welcomed!
Just ask Marie Callahan or Rob Ricart about
how much fun it is to ring handbells! You
won't regret being a part of our meaningful
ministry.

Christmas Music
Celebration
& Sing-a-Long
December 19th, directly after worship

Our handbell ringers and a couple other
special guests will be sharing their
musical talents. Jim Ohrn will be our
MC extraordinaire. And our choir will
help lead us all in a sing-a-long of a few
favorite Christmas carols. It will be a
perfect way to lead into Christmas.
Bring a friend to church and celebrate
the reason for the season with us!

Church of the Cross:
Shut-Ins
We wish our shut-ins a wonderful
holiday!
If you would like contact
information for anyone, please
reach us at the COTC office. In
an effort to protect privacy,
information will only be given
out to COTC members.

History Lesson : The Birth of Jesus
Researched and written by Taylor Powell
On December 25th, Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. However, the
bible does not provide a specific date as to when Jesus was born. Yet, the Bible
does give some clues as to when the season was in Luke 8.
“In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do
not be afraid; for see– I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
~Luke 8:55

The hint seen here is the reference to the shepherds. Shepherds do not herd their
sheep during the winter, hence, Jesus had to have been born in the spring. Another
biblical clue for the year Jesus was born can be found in Matthew 2. King Herod
was asked by wise men, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?”
Matthew 2:2. King Herod went in pursuit to find Jesus because he was paranoid
and afraid of his reign ending. In response to the prophesy, he ordered the death of
male children in Bethlehem who were two years old or under. King Herod died in
April of 1 B.C. Since Jesus was born before King Herod gave the execution order,
and he would have been no more than two according to the words in Matthew, this
reveals that Jesus was born two years before in the spring of 3 B.C.

Humanity

After Hieronymus Bosch’s Christ Carrying the Cross
By: Taylor Powell
He appears
out of place, yet content

among the grotesque
faces that snicker, lie, and sin
all with their eyes wide open
yet unable to see
that they have forsaken themselves.

You may be asking yourself, then why December 25th? Pope Julius I chose
December 25th in a strategy to overtake the Roman traditions of the pagan
Saturnalia festival and the celebration of the god Mithra’s birth. Saturnalia is a
holiday in honor of Saturn, the god of agriculture. This festival continued for an
entire month, during the winter solstice, and included plenty of food, drinks, and
gave enslaved people freedom so that everyone could join. Romans also celebrated
the birth of Mithra, the god of unconquerable sun, on December 25th. To the
Romans, Mithra’s birthday was one of the most sacred days of the year due to
Mithra being their most divine god. The symbol of light was connected to worship
of Mithra. This made sharing the date relatable to both cultures, as the birth of
Jesus is one of the most important moments in Christian history, he too is
represented by light, and is worshiped as the highest power, similar to Mithra.
Interesting Fact: In the early 17th century, Christmas was canceled due to a wave
of religious reform. Boston outlawed Christmas from 1659 to 1681. Oliver
Cromwell and his Puritan forces had taken over England and aimed to rid England
of decadence. Anyone who was found to be celebrating the holiday was fined five
shillings. It wasn’t until June 26, 1870, that Christmas was truly declared a federal
holiday. In the 19th century, American’s began to embrace the re-invented
Christmas, as it changed into a family-centered day of joy, peace, and gathering.

I wrote this poem during college. The assignment was to
choose an artist and write a poem to interpret their art.
I hope you enjoy! ~Taylor Powell

2021 Memories

“Went to France for ten days with a girlfriend in
October!! Went on a seven day Viking river cruise first,
then spent three days in Paris!! Truly awesome!!”
~Barb Clark
“After last year of no get together with my extended family, we
were able to gather again in the basement of the church I grew
up attending, once again. We had 36 around the table.
Following our meal we gathered to open our “ Turkey
Santa” presents. This tradition has gone on for years and begins
with a piñata for the littles to open. We even have catchy song
we sing while drawing a number to see who opens the next
present. Everyone awaits to see who will get the “Dolly”, which
means your present is the money and the ceramic mug my niece
makes each year with the year of Turkey Santa on it. A Roenigk
Family Thanksgiving is always memorable and we treasure each
one we are able to attend.” ~Marijane Dillon

“The memory Brian
and I wanted to share is
that our son, Quinn,
started kindergarten! It
was an emotional but
exciting day for us in
2021! Thanks! Happy
thanksgiving!”
~Julia Swanson

“In October, my mother rescued
a 1 week old baby kitten from
the cold. He is now part of our
family. Along with my mother
and father, I have been helping
take care of Rocky.”
~Taylor Powell
“David and I drove out to visit Katherine in
Seattle, where she is now living. While we
were there we rented an Airbnb in the
Cascades. We were fortunate enough to have
amazing weather and went kayaking on a
beautiful glacial fed lake. The water was
crystal clear and very cold. We could see the
glaciers in the mountains as we kayaked.
Katherine decided that she needed to get into
the water. So she slid off her kayak and
climbed up on a tree root that was snagged
and sticking up in the middle of the lake.
Then, while people on the shore looked on at
the crazy person who was actually swimming in the ice cold lake, she
jumped off the tree root and swam to shore. Living life to the fullest in
God’s glorious creation!” ~Amy Fugate

“It was so fun recording the COTC version of "The Scranton
Rap.” Sarah, Taylor, Pastor Drew, and even Jim joined in and
we all had fun recording our parts with our zany outfits that
we even wore for a pie eating contest that was incredibly
hilarious! I thought I had it at the beginning, but Pastor Drew
was the champ, taking home the luxurious Pepto Bismol
trophy. Such a wild time!” ~Yeshuwa Myers

“That’s Christmas to Me”
By: Pentatonix
A few weeks ago Pastor Drew and I were in his office and we were
watching videos of a few very talented music groups I was unfamiliar with.
I was intrigued by a music video we watched by an acapella group named
Pentatonix. A pentatonic is defined by a five note scale, and this group,
Pentatonix, is made up of five members who do all the instrumentation &
vocals using five people. Upon researching this group I found that a
pentatonic is what was used in early music, as it can be found in differing
arrangements in the world’s early music.

“I have fond memories of zoom choir
rehearsals, compiling and editing choir videos
(thanks for teaching me, Yeshuwa!) and many
fun times with the COTC staff. I also have
another year of blessed memories made with
my family as we embarked on all the
adventures associated with the pandemic."

While I was looking for a song to review for this month I came across
Pentatonix again. I found that they even had Christmas albums with an
acapella version of a bunch of songs I love and am familiar with, but I
enjoy incorporating songs that are unfamiliar to most people to be the
subject of my reviews. I came across a beautiful Christmas song called,
“That’s Christmas To Me” by Pentatonix. I really like how they play with
the empty space in the song and how it gives a pure feel to the song in the
absence of instruments.

~Dr. Sarah Kahl

I admire the group's use of simplicity to make a masterpiece. The music
video is very simple as it features the group sitting on a couch surrounded
by gifts and several flashback videos of each of the members being young
and opening gifts on Christmas morning with their families. This song will
be cherished on my holiday playlist along with my other favorites. I hope
everyone has a great Christmas season with lots of love, family and friends.

“Brady and I were fortunate to purchase
our home this year! Our profound thanks
to Tom Pendleton for his excellent legal
counsel and help!” ~Pastor Drew Himes
“My favorite memory of 2021 was
seeing Pastor Drew inhale a cherry
pie without using any utensils on the
COTC parking lot!” ~Jim Ohrn

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers

Every child has a story. For 2.7 million children in the U.S., that
story may be filled with the abandonment, loneliness, and
shame that come from having a mom or dad in prison. One in
49 children in the U.S. has a parent behind bars—that’s equal to
one child in every classroom. For many, it may also include
following their parents down the same destructive road to
incarceration. Angel Tree®, a program of Prison Fellowship,
reaches out to the children of prisoners and their families with
the love of Christ. You can help children know they are
treasured and loved.
Angel Tree has been in existence since 1982. They serve
300,000 children per year. This mission project has a very long
history at COTC and will once again be organized by Mary
Oas. Thank you Mary! Due to COVID – 19, we will do a
virtual format once again this year. You will have an
opportunity to select a child from a website (that will be available in the near future on our COTC website and/or Facebook
page) and provide that child with a gift card to Walmart. COTC
will "adopt" 35 children again this year. You will pay $25 and
Prison Fellowship will mail your gift card with a Christmas
Card from the child’s parent.

Look for more details later this month to participate
in the Angel Tree Project.
https://vat.angeltreetool.org/9aac5286
-35c3-4212-ad14-0330c310c865
Access Code: TXKG1

Our November Mission of the Month project has
been a smashing success! A total of 86 bags were taken and filled with items for a Thanksgiving meal
provided by the Erie City Mission for those in need
at the holiday.
In addition, a check for $500 was sent to the Erie City
Mission to help purchase Thanksgiving Turkeys. This
money will help provide turkeys for the City Mission
Thanksgiving project.

GETTING INVOLVED IN WORSHIP
We are extending an opportunity for YOU to
be involved in worship! If you are interested in
assisting on a Sunday morning with reading,
PLEASE contact Pastor Drew via phone or
email and he will get you scheduled in. After all
this is your church and it’s great to see more
faces and hear more voices assisting with
worship.

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you! The
arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with
items around the house.

You could:

The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:

-Read a Scripture

Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10 on
how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.

-Lead a prayer
-Give a children’s message

Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set has
an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a picture
format.

-You could preach a message (This requires being

Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities

an ordained Elder; and would also need some coaching, mentorship, and oversight by Pastor Drew).
NOTE: You do not have to be an elder to assist with
worship; you don’t even have to be an official member
of the church. Worship is the act of ALL of God’s
people and all are welcome to assist.

Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads the
weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children can
follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenk for getting this live on the COTC website. Also
to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information and to
Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus.” ~1 Thessalonians 5:18
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

Saturday
3

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

5

6

7

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

8

9:50am Worship

12

13

14

8:00 – AA

9

10

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

Session
Meeting—7pm
15

11
8:00 – AA

16

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

4

17

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

18
8:00 – AA

9:50am Worship

19

20

21

22

23

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages
9:50am Worship

27
Jan. newsletter
submission
deadline

28

Christmas Eve
Worship! TBD
30

29

Faith Circle—
1:00pm Sunset
Room

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

COTC’s food pantry cart is always
accepting items! Donate your
canned or boxed items at COTC!

25
8:00 – AA

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

9:50am Worship

26

24

Christ Is Born!
Merry Christmas!

31
Office Closed

1
HAPPY NEW
YEAR!

Contact Pastor Drew for Zoom
information!

