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Return Service
Requested

Loving God

Serving in Jesus’ Name

Church Office Updates
•

Office hours:
Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm
Fri 9am-1pm

Follow our Facebook page to join into
live worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie

•

Check our website page for updates, live
and past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

•

Yeshuwa Myers, Taylor Powell, Pastor Drew Himes, Dr. Sarah Kahl, Amy Fugate

COTC’s Gym has been re-opened for
very limited use; please contact
Taylor in the office for specific
details. (Updated by Session on March 10, 2021)
Please continue to mail in your
contributions or place them in the
offering plate before or after worship.

2021 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Vanessa Cain—11/03

Yeshuwa Myers—11/19

Rebecca Wilson—11/07

Brett Swanson—11/20

Marijane Dillon—11/08

Marjorie Ward—11/21

Carolyn Karle—11/09

Chelsey Miller—11/22

Darla Speranza—11/10

Sue Ohrn—11/22

Margaret Lindenberger—11/11

Jennifer Trott—11/22

John Wilson—11/11

David Kim—11/24

Diane Daeschner—11/12

Taylor Powell—11/24

Donovan—Milie 11/12

Dawson Kahl—11/25

Gae Anderson-Miller—11/13

Linda O’Malley—11/29

Steven Trott—11/16

Cassius Milie—11/30

Facebook (January 3rd—October 24th)
Total Reach of Videos: 8,490
Total Engagement w/videos: 3,843

Total Views of Videos: 6,534*
Average Reach of Video (weekly): 189
Average Engagement w/Video: 85
Average Views: 145*
Reach/Engagement percentage: 45% (goal is 25%)

In-Person:
Average In-Person: 40
Total In-Person: 1,246
Definition of Terms
Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.

Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)
Jim & Nancy Daniel—11/01
Jim & Laurie Law—11/03
Don & Lori Wolfe—11/26

Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any number of people.
*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

Pastor’s Message

Mr. Smith is able to encapsulate both sides of thankfulness and
gratefulness. We may have thankfulness inside of our hearts, he says, but
we must express that in our gratitude. One is ok, but both are better.

Taylor and I were just having a debate the other day about the
difference between “thankfulness” and “gratefulness.” She with her
creative writing background and I with my love of words had it out
about whether or not there was a large enough difference between these
words or whether or not they can be used interchangeably.

He uses the interesting examples of the weak and the poor who in God’s
world are both strong and rich. Mr. Smith reminds us that in the ultimate
equation, God’s side is always going to be far weightier than whatever
ours is. Thus, we remember that who God is and what God is up to and
how God is acting in the world is far more powerful than the present
state of things: brokenness, division, pain, and suffering.

So I did what I often do in these situations…research! What I
discovered is that thankfulness is a mental state of being thankful for
something received. Gratefulness, on the converse, is a more active
stance which expresses or carries out action because of the internal
thankfulness. Thus, we could say as an example, “Because I am
grateful for God’s love, I will show my gratitude by sharing it widely.”
As we were debating the semantics of these two words, a hymn came
to my head. That hymn, “Give Thanks” was written by Henry Smith in
1978. According to a search, this is the only published hymn of Mr.
Smith. When he wrote this hymn, he had just graduated from college,
was looking for steady work, was back home living with his parents,
and was facing a future that included his rapidly deteriorating eyesight.
And yet, he wrote these beautiful words:
“Give thanks with a grateful heart/

The hymn and the themes of thankfulness and gratefulness should never
be used to belittle or demean the struggles of the present age that we find
ourselves in: grief, sadness, illness, and pain. Instead, Mr. Smith wants
us to remember one thing: God understands all of those conditions. His
line, “Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, the Son,” stands as a
reminder that God came into this world in the Christ and lived as one of
us who experienced our position and plight. God know what it means to
be in grief, to suffer, to be in pain, and to experience the brokenness of
the present reality.

However, God is also doing a brand new thing in Christ: making the
broken down into the renewed; making the grief-stricken the joy-laden;
crushing death and bringing forth life. Every negative “balance” is being
made a positive “credit” in the economy of God’s world.
Thus, even in the midst of our present lives, God is actively at work
redeeming, renewing, and fulfilling promises made by and through
Jesus.

Give thanks to the Holy One/
Give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, the Son/

And now, let the weak say, ‘We are strong,’/

And for this we can be grateful and respond in our gratitude by doing
acts of justice, mercy, love, and proclaiming our hope.

Let the poor say, ‘We are rich,’ because of what the Lord has done for
us/

I pray you all have good, happy, healthy, and safe get togethers with
family and friends.

Give thanks.”

Peace and Joy,

#647 Give Thanks, Glory to God Hymnal

The Rev. Drew Himes
Pastor
Pastor 1

Pastor 2

Christian Ed:

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever.”
-Psalm 107:1
Music for the month of November will focus on worshiping God
with a grateful heart. We will also explore a new way of congregational singing! The choir will lead an arrangement of a congregational hymn each week, including one very specially-planned video
project. Let yourself be fully present in the whole experience as we
worship together with our voices!
Thanks be to God!
Sarah Kahl

The Bible’s Buried Secrets is a landmark two-hour
NOVA special taking viewers on a fascinating scientific
journey that began 3,000 years ago and continues to this
day. The film present the results of more than 100 years
of excavation and centuries of biblical scholarship,
digging deep into the origins of the Hebrew Bible, or
Old Testament. This archaeological detective story
tackles some of the biggest questions in biblical studies.
Where did the ancient Israelites come from? Who wrote
the Bible, when, and why? How did the worship of one
god---the foundation of modern Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam---emerge? At the intersection of science,
scholarship, and scripture, The Bible’s Buried Secrets
provides unique insight into the deeper meaning of the
biblical texts and their continuing resonance through the
centuries.

Next Session Meeting:
November 10th
ERIE COUNTY CROP HUNGER WALK UPDATE
As promised, here is an update on how COTC did fundraising for
the 2021 CROP Walk. Giving all the glory to God, we exceeded
our goals with 27 Walkers and a grand total of $11,830!!
Once again, we extend our heartfelt thanks to all of our generous
sponsors and our dedicated team of walkers:
Becky Beham

Bob Griffin

Rob Ricart

Jim Boland & Tess
Carlucci

Dennis & Carolyn
Huzinec

Sharon Sitter

Jim Butts & Linda
Houston

Denis & Lori
Jacobson

Expenses

Marie Callahan

Min Kim

Bob & Donna
Walkow

Barb Clark

Ellen Lobb

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of
September (month behind due to bank statement dates):
Budgeted Received

Operating Budget

$157,966

$205,277

$167,364

Missions Budget

$31,660

$23,963

$9,588

Per Capita Receipts $1,460
One Great Hour of Sharing: $10
Pentecost: $10

The Per Capita assessment for 2021 is
$32.00 per member

Marijane & Joe Dillon Jim & Sue Ohrn

Sue Tibbits

Kirk & Christy
Warner

John & Karen Schmitt

And now for the moment you have all been waiting for: who
raised the most money and will receive the prestigious Red
Sneaker Award?
And the winner is ….. (TBA on Sunday November 7)

CROP: WALK. GIVE. CHANGE THE WORLD.

“They say to get a good job, so you won't feel lost / But if you aren't happy,
I would question it all / Wanted to reach out because it's been some time / I
hope you still know that, you're a friend of mine.”

“Doing Okay”
~Yeshuwa Myers
With a blink of an eye it’s already November! Around this time I
always like to reminisce over the year and all the feelings and emotions
the year has brought; the moments where I impacted and inspired other
people, taught people new ideas and ways of thinking and I cherish the
moments where people taught and inspired me too. The year has gone
by in a blur but there still have been so many great things that will stick
in my memory forever. Last year, I released a double album called Out
Of The Blue with the first album subtitled, Signs and the second,
Wonders, which are the ways that God works in our lives behind the
scenes and sometimes we are able to see direct signs from God and the
wonders he is able to create out of purely thin air. While we are able to
go through life without being spiritually keen to these signs and
wonders the Lord creates, being aware of them can help point us in a
better, more favorable, direction. I explain to people that prayer also
does this, bringing a favorable outcome to not necessarily, “come true”
like a wish, but more of “come closer within our grasp” and raising the
chances of what we are praying and striving for. I like to use the
analogy of a branch with a fruit that is just out of reach: praying would
be like the branch being lowered for us, not necessarily placing the fruit
directly in our hands but making the fruit a little easier to grab but we
still have to work for it!

This month’s review is on the last song off of Out Of The Blue:
Wonders, the second album; so it is the last song of both albums, this
song is titled, “Doing Okay.” What inspired this song for me was that I
was starting to realize I was becoming busier in my personal life and
having less time to see friends outside of work. I wanted a song that
spoke to the people I used to spend days with only having the best time
and making the best memories. In the first verse I explain speaking to
several friends who I run into in several different instances but not
having time to catch up because they were busy in their personal lives,
but I’m glad that they’re “Doing Okay.”
Yeshuwa 1

It’s a similar theme but all of the situations I mention are people’s lives that
have taken a positive turn from how their lifestyle was. I personally relate
with this verse as my life has changed from a less favorable one, where I
was depressed, to the one I have now; one that spreads love and inspiration
to people around me. I cherish the aura that God & I have created for me.
There’s truly no greater feeling than being the spark in someone's life that
makes them into a better person or helps open their mind. The third verse is
about people in my life who have gone on to achieve their dreams. Becoming a news story, being on the radio, in movies, playing a professional
sport, and most importantly, an inspiration to everyone whose life they
touched with their story.
The bridge wraps the full song together. People have always told me
throughout life to “get a good job.” My family wanted me to become
something in the way of a medical professional or a legal advisor, and I
thought I would become something like that too. I wanted to get into the
legal field to change it, I wanted to get into the medical field to help
people, but neither of those things were my calling. I always played music,
taking piano classes since 3rd or 4th grade, but It wasn’t until I was
accidentally introduced to recording music that everything clicked for me.
God had a plan with me, and He has a plan for you too, one that may not
make sense at the time, but if you pay attention to the Signs and the
Wonders, I trust you’ll find the path. Each situation in this song was a true
experience. Each person I describe is real. I hope this song has helped you
reflect on the year and possibly helped inspire you to do what your dreams
are. I love this song because of the people it reminds me of and the
memories my friends and I have made. Just because we all have been busy
with our personal lives: working hard, raising families, protecting the
country, or achieving our wildest dreams, doesn’t mean we can’t pick up
right where we left off last time.
“I hope you still know that, you're a friend of mine.”

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers
Yeshuwa 2

What Are You Grateful For?
“I’m grateful for five years of marriage to the most
understanding and patient woman I know.”
~Pastor Drew Himes
“I am grateful for my wonderful family
and amazing friends. I am blessed to have
such loving people in my life.”
~Taylor Powell
“I’m grateful for janitors,
cooks, cashiers, and all
essential workers.”
“I am grateful for everyone at
~Yeshuwa Myers Church of the Cross who is willing
to be a part of our music ministry.”
~Amy Fugate
“I am grateful for my family and friends!”
~Avery Hardner
“Healthy food & plants that nourish our bodies, quality time
with friends & family, time for play, small reminders of God’s
presence in our lives, time for rest, teachers, friends, family,
changing of seasons, times of silence, home to live in, car to
drive, good jobs that are fulfilling, and pets.”

~The Kahl Family

“I want to thank God for being with me in my
journey through cancer and the stem-cell
transplant. I'm on the road to a good health.
Thankful for everyone’s prayers.”
~Karen Vandervort
“Sue and I are extremely grateful for the
wonderful, supportive, Christ-centered staff
of COTC - Pastor Drew, Taylor, Sarah, Amy,
Yeshuwa, Ron, Dawn, and Lou!”
~Jim & Sue Ohrn
“We are very grateful for all of mission-minded folks of
Church of the Cross who continue to actively support the
annual CROP Hunger Walk. Thanks for "being the
hands and feet of Christ" and helping to feed the hungry!”
~John & Karen Schmitt
“Living in this country where we
have access to food, medicine and
freedom.”
“I’m thankful for my wonderful
family and family of friends.”

~Marijane Dillon

~Linda O’Malley
“I am very grateful that my sister and I were
able to have a safe trip and wonderful time with
our daughters in Sandbridge Beach, Virginia.
The Lord blessed us with beautiful weather and
a very special visit.”
~Becky Wilson

Fairview/COTC Joint Youth Group
We have a couple of changes to the Youth Group schedule for
both Senior High and Middle school Youth Groups. As a church
we are trying to be flexible taking in account the recent surge in
COVID cases in Erie County. We will continue to pivot as we
need to in order to keep students both safe and engaged.
Sunday Middle School Group Changes:
•

Time Change: Starting 10/17 the middle school group
will meet from 4:00-5:30.
Weather Dependent: For the time being, we only feel
comfortable meeting with this group outside. If the weather is
adverse we will cancel youth group for that day. I am putting
together a cell phone list for quicker communication. In the
event of cancellation, we will send out a group text to
parents, send an email, and put a sign on the fellowship
hall door.
Senior High Youth Group Changes

The November Mission of the Month is the Thanksgiving Food
Bag Collection! This food will accompany a turkey distributed to
the needy the Monday before Thanksgiving at the Erie City Mission.
This meal will provide a warm Thanksgiving meal to those families
that wouldn’t be enjoying it without our help. The bags are available to be picked up in the COTC Office.
You may fill as many bags as you’d like! The item list of needed
food is stapled to the bag. Please only include those items and
quantities listed; not any surplus (for equality of distribution). The
food bag items include:

1 box mashed potatoes
1 box of turkey stuffing
2 packets of turkey gravy

1 can yams

Senior High Youth Group is moving to Thursdays! This
decision was made with student input in order to accommodate
more students. Youth Group is will meet from 7:00-8:15 on
Thursdays starting October 14th.

1 can cranberries

•

2 packets of Kool-Aid

•

Temporarily Suspending Dinner- Due to the surge in
COVID cases locally, we are going to suspend offering dinner
for the time being prior to YG.
Masks must be worn inside by all students and leaders.
Thank you for the support of the program. Please let me know
if you have any questions or concerns.
Jake Tobolewski
Youth Director
Fairview Presbyterian Church
Love Grows Here

1 can vegetables (corn, green beans, or peas)
1 box of Jell-O mix
1 box of brownie mix
Due Date: Monday, November 8, 2021 - COTC Office
**Remember to fill out the sign-out sheet and check-off
your name on the clipboard in the office when your
bag(s) are filled and returned.**

Thank you for your help being such a blessing to others!

Thank You, Shirley Pecora!
Thank you to Shirley Pecora for her beautiful
donation of paintings to beautify Church of
the Cross. Everyone was able to view her
artwork on Sunday, October 31st, 2021.
Visit COTC’s Office to see several of her
painting's hanging up!
Shirley’s artworks can be taken home after
worship on Sunday, November 7th, with a
donation to Thanksgiving Turkey’s.

GETTING INVOLVED IN WORSHIP
We are extending an opportunity for YOU to
be involved in worship! If you are interested in
assisting on a Sunday morning with reading,
PLEASE contact Pastor Drew via phone or
email and he will get you scheduled in. After all
this is your church and it’s great to see more
faces and hear more voices assisting with
worship.

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you! The
arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with
items around the house.

You could:

The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:

-Read a Scripture

Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10 on
how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.

-Lead a prayer
-Give a children’s message

Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set has
an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a picture
format.

-You could preach a message (This requires being

Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities

an ordained Elder; and would also need some coaching, mentorship, and oversight by Pastor Drew).
NOTE: You do not have to be an elder to assist with
worship; you don’t even have to be an official member
of the church. Worship is the act of ALL of God’s
people and all are welcome to assist.

Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads the
weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children can
follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenk for getting this live on the COTC website. Also
to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information and to
Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus.” ~1 Thessalonians 5:18
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Thursday

2

Friday

3

4

Saturday
5

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

7

8

9

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

Session
Meeting—7pm

9:50am Worship

14

10

15

16

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

8:00 – AA

11

12

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

17

6

13
8:00 – AA

18

19

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

20
8:00 – AA

9:50am Worship

21

22

23

9:00am Sunday
School for all ages

Closed at Noon

9:50am Worship

28
9:00am Sunday
School for all ages
9:50am Worship

24

29
Dec. newsletter
submission
deadline

25
HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

Office Closed

26

Office
Closed

27
8:00 – AA

30
Faith Circle—
1:00pm Sunset
Room
COTC’s food pantry cart is always
accepting items! Donate your
canned or boxed items at COTC!

Contact Pastor Drew for Zoom
information!

