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COTC Staff and Personnel Committee gathered
together on August 4, 2021, for some wonderful
quality time together. They met at Panera Bread and
played a game to get to know one another. It was a
remarkable time for everyone to enjoy a delicious
meal and share an evening together.

Christian Ed:
September 4, 2021
10:00 AM—COTC Gym (Kitchen Lobby)
We will be making 200 sack lunches (sandwich,
snack, fruit, water, and napkin) and distribute them
to people experiencing homelessness in Erie. Please
talk to your friends, family, and neighbors and ask
if they can get involved!
FOR STUDENTS:
Community service hours can be
gained. Speak to Pastor Drew.

Middle School group will meet the first three
Sundays of each month from 6-8pm.
Senior High group will meet each Monday.
Tentatively dinner will be from 6:00-7:00 and YG
from 7-8:15. Both groups will start the week of
September 12th. More information to follow!

Fall Christian Education Class #1: “The New Testament You
Never Knew: Exploring the Context, Purpose, and Meaning of
the Story of God”
We all share a fascination for discovering ‘the rest of the story.’
We enjoy learning the behind-the-scenes facts about seemingly
familiar events. In this eight-session video Bible study, wellknown Bible scholars N.T. Wright and Michael F. Bird team up
to take you on a tour of the story behind the explosive story of
the New Testament. You will discover things you never knew
about Jesus’ baptism and journey into the wilderness, the meaning behind his parables and miracles, the significance of his
death and resurrection, the incredible expansion of the early
church into the Greco-Roman world, and how the transforming
mission of Jesus can still turn the world upside down today.

Session 1: September 12-The Books of the New Testament
Session 2: September 19-The World of Jesus and the Apostles
Session 3: September 26- The Life and Death of Jesus
Session 4: October 3-The Resurrection of Jesus
Session 5: October 10-The Ministry of the Apostle Paul
Session 6: October 17-The Early Christians and the Church
Session 7: October 24-The Mission of
the Church
Session 8: October 31-The Creation of
the New Testament

Pastor’s Message

It’s often said that every generation has it’s defining moment. For
my generation, it was 9/11/2001. For the current generation it will
certainly be the COVID pandemic (God I hope there’s nothing
worse on the horizon!)

In what we call the Old Testament, there are two large stories
whose themes define not only most all of the other writings found
in this half of Scripture but also influences heavily the thinking
and writing of the New Testament writers. The first, of course, is
the Exodus story which takes up the entire book of the same name
and then continues into Joshua. The second large story is that of
exile and this takes up a large bulk of the writing, thinking, and
theological wondering of the rest of the Old Testament.

How we experience these events becomes subject of our storytelling. Music and the arts are often used to weave the cultural narrative. For example, World Wars I & II became defined often by
their songs: “Over There,” “I’ll Be Home for Christmas,” “Boogie
Woogie Bugle Boy,” etc. For my generation they weren’t quite so
wholesome as those of generations past. Many anointed images of
vindictive violence such as Toby Keith’s “The Red, White, and
Blue.”

These two events had such a profound influence on the people Israel and their religious writings that if you were to take away either one of them from the text, there wouldn’t be much left. And
what was left wouldn’t make a whole lot of sense.

For the Israelites, one of their defining songs of the Exile is Psalm
137. Here is an excerpt from Eugene Peterson’s translation, The
Message:

These two events and the narratives that reflect on them are the
very ethos of what the Israelites came to know and understand
about themselves and about God.
Events have that kind of power and influence in our lives. When
many of you think about your parents, or for some of us our
grandparents, the events of World War II became a defining factor.
Tom Brokaw in his book “The Greatest Generation” defined what
these people were willing to sacrifice for the common good. The
men and women who defended our nation from invasion and occupation and set many of the world’s peoples free never wanted to
talk about their service for a multitude of reasons. At a level, it
was very traumatic to see and participate in the conflict. But at another level they didn’t want to come off as pompous and arrogant;
they simply did what was necessary.

Pastor 1

Alongside Babylon’s rivers
we sat on the banks; we cried and cried,
remembering the good old days in Zion.
Alongside the quaking aspens
we stacked our unplayed harps;
That’s where our captors demanded songs,
sarcastic and mocking:
“Sing us a happy Zion song!”
4-6 Oh, how could we ever sing God’s song
in this wasteland?
If I ever forget you, Jerusalem,
let my fingers wither and fall off like leaves.
Let my tongue swell and turn black
if I fail to remember you,
If I fail, O dear Jerusalem,
to honor you as my greatest.

The experience of being wrenched away from the land always
promised, since the days of Abraham, was deeply traumatic for the
Israelites. Any sense of loss can be traumatic for humans. Our
identity is often tied to family, region, events, etc.
Pastor 2

But just 50 years after the final deportation, the Israelites are released from Babylon on orders of Cyrus the Great from Persia to
return after Cyrus and his army invaded and conquered Babylon.
The events of their return are recorded multiple places in Scripture but the one that really grabs the mood of this return is Ezra
3:10-11. Again, hear this described by Eugene Peterson:
When the workers laid the foundation of The Temple of God, the
priests in their robes stood up with trumpets, and the Levites,
sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise God in the tradition of
David king of Israel. They sang antiphonally praise and thanksgiving to God:
“Yes! God is good!
Oh yes—he’ll never quit loving Israel!”
All the people boomed out hurrahs, praising God as the foundation of The Temple of God was laid. As many were noisily shouting with joy, many of the older priests, Levites, and family heads
who had seen the first Temple, when they saw the foundations of
this Temple laid, wept loudly for joy. People couldn’t distinguish
the shouting from the weeping. The sound of their voices reverberated for miles around.
This text has a palpable emotionality about it clearly showing the
joy and celebration of being home again and back to the place
where God meets God’s people.

After the Israelites returned from Exile, it did not mean they were
free and clear and that the world was a perfectly calm, easy-tolive in place. It wasn’t all that many years after their return that
other invading forces, especially the Romans, would make their
lives difficult again.
We too will never escape the events of a fractured and broken
world (that is until Christ returns). So we have this opportunity to
once again share our common life together. We have this opportunity to stand in our temple and give a great shout to our God for
getting us through this ordeal. We have this opportunity to praise
God with our songs of thanks and praise.
Won’t you join your sisters and brothers in this great festival day
and together we’ll write a new song of thanks to our God!

Peace and Joy,

The Rev. Drew Himes
Pastor

What will our experience of the events of COVID shut down and
return look like? What does our song sound like? How will our poetry read?

On September 12, we will gather for a Welcome Home Sunday
celebration. Yes, COVID isn’t completely a thing of the past. Yes,
the Delta variant is causing real trouble to our country most especially to those who are not vaccinated. But we have this opportunity to come back together as the people of God who have called
Church of the Cross our spiritual home for generations. This, for
us, is like the Temple in Jerusalem. This is the place where we
have met God most often.
Pastor 3

Pastor 4

Welcome Home
Sunday!

Church Office Updates
•

Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm

September 12, 2021

Fri 9am-1pm

9 am - Sunday School!
10 am - Worship!

•

11 am - Food & Fun!
Catered by Cali’s West
Come and join us for music, fellowship,
fun, and games. Family and friends are
welcome to attend. The goal is to bring
all of COTC together again and we can’t
do that without YOU! See you soon!

Office hours:

•

COTC’s Gym has been re-opened for
very limited use; please contact
Taylor in the office for specific
details. (Updated by Session on March 10, 2021)
Please continue to mail in your
contributions or place them in the
offering plate before or after worship.

2021 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Facebook (January 3rd—August 22nd)
Sarah Beham—9/01
John Taylor—9/02

Scott Taylor—9/02
Mary Ann Kellogg—9/06
Nancy Watters—9/06
Janice Daeschner—9/09
Min Choo-Kim—9/12
Mackenzie Thomson—9/12

Kevin Callahan—9/16
Ellen Lobb—9/16

Brianna Miller—9/17

Total Reach of Videos: 7,495

Dennis Huzinec—9/19

Total Engagement w/videos: 3,365

Vicki Jackson—9/20

Total Views of Videos: 5,772*

Alivia Fuchs—9/22

Average Reach of Video (weekly): 208

Jayce Milie—9/23

Average Engagement w/Video: 94

Eliana Schenck—9/23

Average Views: 160*

Nancy Daniel—9/25

Reach/Engagement percentage: 45% (goal is 25%)

Mary Beth Schenck—9/26
Bailey Sander—9/29

In-Person:
Average In-Person: 39
Total In-Person: 855
Definition of Terms
Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.

Mary & Robert Ricart—9/14
Patty & Perry Rearick—9/19
Kathy & Everett Wetsell—9/27
Jane & Ron Jackson—9/30

Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)
Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any number of people.
*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

Have you ever wondered what it is like
singing in a choir?
We invite you to come and see for yourself!
•Singing •Fellowship •Devotional Time

July Mission of the Month

COTC CHOIR
OPEN HOUSE!
Thursday, September 16

Embracing Our Veterans

6:00p.m.-7:30p.m.

The mission committee presented a check for
$4,030 to Randy Schiefelbein for our
"Christmas in July" mission, Embracing Our
Veterans! That’s about 13 mattresses, which
means 13 Veterans will have a bed of their
very own! What a blessing that our church can
help support our local veterans to this extent!
Way to go COTC!

Sanctuary

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Contact Dr. Sarah Kahl for more information

The congregation is invited to join
the Beham Family in celebrating the life of...

John Carlton Beham
Saturday, September 4th, 2021 @1:00 PM

COTC will be in need of someone to fill
our maintenance custodian position
beginning September 15, 2021. The
position includes general maintenance
of both buildings and includes simple
plumbing and electrical repairs. Hours
are flexible, not to exceed 20 hours per
week.
Interested parties should email Taylor@cotc.org

Church of the Cross (Gym)
For a time of sharing memories and a light lunch

Faith Circle
Looking for a stimulating and refreshing read?
Faith Circle will be discussing Brian Hardin's book Sneezing
Jesus.
It explores the intriguing and much-discussed mystery of
how Christ is truly human and divine using scripture and storytelling.
Faith Circle meets the last Tuesday of the month in the Sunset
Room at 1p.m.
Questions? Call Becky Beham - (814) 323-5999
No long-term commitment required.

2. Complete your own CROP Walk at your own
time and place and pace.
3. Just obtain sponsors and raise money to
support the walk.

2021 ERIE COUNTY CROP HUNGER WALK
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th, @ 1 PM
BEACH ONE ON PRESQUE ISLE
Please plan to join us as a Walker or Sponsor for this
year’s 46th Walk. We are hoping to do as well or even
better than last year when the Erie County Walk was
honored as the “Cream of the CROP!” Our Erie Walk
was ranked #1 in Pennsylvania and #12 in the entire
United States – WOW! Almost $58,000 was donated
with COTC raising the most money ($10,186). 25% of
that money remains in Erie and was distributed to 21
local programs.
Due to the pandemic, there will not be a big community
walk on September 26. Once again this year, you can
choose from several options:
1. Join us at Presque Isle on Beach One at 1 PM on
Sunday September 26 to walk with our COTC
team. Plan to meet for a COTC team photo at the
Runner’s Pavilion. There will be walks of different
lengths that you can select from.

According to an analysis from the World Food
Program, the anti-hunger agency of the United
Nations: “An estimated 270 million people are
expected to face potentially life-threatening food
shortages this year – compared to 150 million
before the pandemic.”
Sign up before/after worship on Sundays or
contact John & Karen Schmitt to have materials
delivered to you.
(814) 440-6103 or john.schmitt@verizon.net

CROP shirts ($15) and sweatshirts ($20) are
available again this year. Orders along with
payment are due to the Schmitt’s by Sunday
September 5th.

“WALK. GIVE. CHANGE
THE WORLD.”

SUMMER MEMORIES
We planned our first visit to Erie since the fall of 2019 and
really enjoyed connecting with friends at COTC. We
worshipped together, played golf at Overlake, and of course,
loved catching up over delicious food. When reconnecting
with "longtime" friends, it was effortless to pick up a
conversation where we left off a couple years ago. Thank you
Bell Choir for your lovely song and Pastor Drew for another
thought provoking sermon.
We'll be back, John

& Judy Benedict

Jim Daniel - We Thank You!
COTC gives their gratitude to Jim Daniel for his
wonderful work as our maintenance worker over
the past year. His love, care, and support to the
church is remarkable and we wish him the very
best in his retirement and future endeavors!
SAFE TRAVELS!

Next Session Meeting:
September 8th

September 25th, 9:00 AM—3:00 PM
Join us for our rummage sale!

Sept. 27th, 9:00 AM—11:00 AM = BAG DAY!
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of
July:

$2.00 gets you a bag to stuff with goodies.

Budgeted Received

Expenses

We are in need of volunteers to help setup

Operating Budget

$122,862

$166,953

$148,367

from Sept. 20th-24th from 9:00 AM—2 PM.

Missions Budget

$24,624

$18,857

$8,387

Per Capita Receipts $1,396
One Great Hour of Sharing: $10
Pentecost: $10

The Per Capita assessment for 2021 is
$32.00 per member

You may bring your donations for the sale up
until Sept. 23rd. Please visit during office
hours to gain access to the store room.
All proceeds will go to missions.

God has always been that "old friend" we all have and can go to
when we need guidance or peace, and God is there without fail. God
never lets us down because His grace and love for us is everlasting.
The test is in our faith in a God we cannot physically see but who's
evidence and signs are all around us if we are awakened and in tune
to them in the ways He communicates with us.

“I Won’t Let You Down”

"(I won't) / I'm here for you / (Let you down) / Whatever you do / (I
won't) / When you're going through / (Let you down) / Know I'm
here for you"

By Curtis Harding
This next song has a nostalgic classic feel that I just can't
get over! While it's not necessarily a spiritual track I do
believe it expresses different ways of God's love for us.
Curtis Harding only released this song this year (July) and
it's been in my playlist for an even shorter amount of time,
but the message and vibe of this song has quickly made it
one of my current favorites.
The Michigan-based Curtis Harding's song starts out with a
few drum hits and then it takes you into the gospel-blues
sound from the bass guitar, piano, electric guitar, and
drums that all melt together perfectly in the recording mix.
When the gentle deepness of Harding's voice is introduced
to the track the feel of that '40s-'50s blues really comes
through and transports you to a different time.
"Take your time and don't worry baby / Everything is fine
even here lately"
The lyrics of the pre-chorus of this song are what initially
gives this song it's spiritual connection. A pre-chorus is the
end of a verse that all maintain a similar theme that sets the
listener up for the build up right before the chorus of a
song making the chorus have a bigger impact.
"There's an old friend just hanging around / When you
need me I won't let you down / No I won't"
Yeshuwa 1

The call and response in the main chorus has a chilling effect with a
choir backing accompanying Harding's vocals. This part of the song
also reinforces the theme of that Old Friend being there for us, no
matter what we need Him for.
I remember a time in my life where I thought God was no longer in
my life and that was when I felt the most lonely. I was young and the
course of my life was out of my control being so young in the midst
of my parent's long divorce. However, God was not out of my life
but He was shaping and training me and my faith for what was about
to come! It wasn't until years later that it would all make sense to me
and my path would be revealed. Not an easy path, but a path I was
then trained for. God would never give us a mission we weren't
ready for, but there will be struggles through life that will test our
strengths and our weaknesses, but God will never let us down.
"Take your time and don't go to strangers / The path they lay may
lead to danger"
This may be the most spiritual line in this song because of its
mention of not following a stranger's path as it may be dangerous or
deceitful but it suggests to follow a certain path of a known and
familiar entity. One who we know to lead us on a path to success,
peace, and happiness. Maybe it's time we all reached out to that one
"Old Friend" who will never let us down a dangerous path but will
promise us love, grace, peace, and everlasting life.
God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers

Yeshuwa 2

Thank You Letters
August 28, 2021
Embracing Our Veterans would like to thank the
COTC Mission Committee and all those who
donated. This donation is most definitely a "Pay It
Forward" blessing. Our Veteran Men and Women
who served Our Country should NEVER be
Homeless. However, unfortunately this is reality, we
have HOMELESS VETERANS. Embracing Our
Veterans and our "Homeless Veterans Project" is
here to help them. We work with the Homeless and
Hud-Vash Team at the Erie VA, Soldier On and other
organizations to transition them. EOV's job is to
supply the essential things for daily living. This
includes beds, dressers, tables, chairs, dishes and the
list goes on. The end result is that the Veteran has a
warm bed and a roof over their heads. This could
never happen without community support. Yes, it is
a "Pay It Forward" blessing. Once the Veteran is
transitioned they can now obtain employment and
have a better quality of life.
Thank you for being there for Our Veterans!

~Tina Schiefelbein

Humorous Church Memes

GETTING INVOLVED IN WORSHIP
We are extending an opportunity for YOU to
be involved in worship! If you are interested in
assisting on a Sunday morning with reading,
PLEASE contact Pastor Drew via phone or
email and he will get you scheduled in. After all
this is your church and it’s great to see more
faces and hear more voices assisting with
worship.

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you! The
arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with
items around the house.

You could:

The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:

-Read a Scripture

Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10 on
how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.

-Lead a prayer
-Give a children’s message

Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set has
an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a picture
format.

-You could preach a message (This requires being

Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities

an ordained Elder; and would also need some coaching, mentorship, and oversight by Pastor Drew).
NOTE: You do not have to be an elder to assist with
worship; you don’t even have to be an official member
of the church. Worship is the act of ALL of God’s
people and all are welcome to assist.

Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads the
weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children can
follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenck for getting this live on the COTC website. Also to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information and to
Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

“Old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
~2 Corinthians 5:17
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

Saturday
3

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

4
Sack Lunch
Saturday—10am
8:00 – AA

5

6

7

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

8

Session
Meeting—7pm

12

13

14

15

9

10

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

8:00 – AA

16

17

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

11

18
8:00 – AA

11am—Welcome
Home Sunday!
19

20

21

22

24

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

26
9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

23

27
Oct. newsletter
submission
deadline

28
Faith Circle—
1:00pm Sunset
Room

COTC’s food pantry cart is always
accepting items! Donate your

canned or boxed items at COTC!

25
8:00 – AA

30

29
Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

Contact Pastor Drew for Zoom
information!

