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Loving God
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Return Service
Requested

“Peacemakers who sow in peace
reap a harvest of righteousness.”
~James 3:18

Serving in Jesus’ Name

•

Office hours:
Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm
Fri 9am-1pm

Follow our Facebook page to join into
live worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie

•

Check our website page for updates, live
and past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

•

Yeshuwa Myers, Taylor Powell, Pastor Drew Himes, Dr. Sarah Kahl, Amy Fugate

COTC’s Gym has been re-opened for
very limited use; please contact
Taylor in the office for specific
details. (Updated by Session on March 10, 2021)
Please continue to mail in your
contributions or place them in the
offering plate before or after worship.

2021 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Facebook (January 3rd—September 26th)
Cade Fuchs—10/02
Rachel Morey—10/03
Nate Schenck—10/03
Logan Milie—10/04
Todd King—10/06
Nathan Law—10/06
Damian Bartlett—10/08

Sharon Sitter—10/08
Nicolina Stock—10/08

Debra Hagmann—10/15

Gary Shepherd—10/16
Denis Jacobson—10/18
Hannah Speranza—10/21
Laura Weber—10/21
Rebecca Wilson—10/24
Timothy Kim—10/25

Shirley Kennedy—10/26

Total Reach of Videos: 7,967
Total Engagement w/videos: 3,616
Total Views of Videos: 6,129*
Average Reach of Video (weekly): 194
Average Engagement w/Video: 88
Average Views: 150*
Reach/Engagement percentage: 45% (goal is 25%)

In-Person:
Average In-Person: 41
Total In-Person: 1,102
Definition of Terms
Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.

Mary & Keith Trostle—10/01
Laura & Bill Weber—10/01
Kathy & Ken Taylor—10/08
Rachel & Patrick Morey—10/12
Barbara & Gary Damico—10/16

Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)
Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any number of people.
*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

Pastor’s Message
Well, we’ve finally arrived to October, the “month of spooky.”
I’ve never been much for Halloween. Not because of any
religious reasons. I’m just not a big fan of getting the pants
scared off me intentionally. However, I’ve always loved the
candy.
The idea of spooky has been coming to me lately and it really
makes me think of being scared or worried. Worry and anxiety
are perfectly normal human reactions to unknown and unstable
things in our lives. Getting smacked in the face with a once in a
lifetime (hopefully) global pandemic, watching the economy
tumble, losing friends and family to COVID, political
differences, and watching social upheaval in many areas causes
all of us to feel scared. Terrified. Spooked.
But we’re not alone in that feeling. All this month we’re going
to walk (quickly) through the Book of Job. Job has always been
a great favorite of mine for many reasons. Some, practical. Job
asks questions that I’ve always asked. Things like why do the
righteous (or good) seem to suffer much more than the
unrighteous (or bad/evil). Wondering about God’s presence in
the midst of loss, hurt, and pain. I’ve also loved Job because
there is a TON of psychology going on in all the characters in
the text. I’ve also loved Job because it’s a book that cannot ever
be fully understood. It is a mystery and it sucks us in to its
poetic embrace and asks us to let the text do its work on us and
not try to control it.
Job, as we may remember, is described as a good and righteous
man. However, he loses all of his wealth, all of his position in
society, and his entire family (except his wife). His seven sons
and three daughters are struck dead. And Job is left with the
sucking pain of loss and grief and tries to make sense out of
what it all means.
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Job, we could say, is terrified. He’s not sure what to make of
his life.
How many of us have experienced painful loss or unwanted
transition and have no clue what to do with it? We’re not sure
of what sense to make of it and yet we’re still left with the
reality of the situation.
And in the midst of it we ask questions: Why would God let
this happen? Is God truly good and holy and righteous? If yes
to that last question, then why would God let this happen?
Why doesn’t God stop evil? Why, why, why…?
Our “Why’s” come out of the depth of our unknowing and our
anxiety. We’re scared and we’re not sure of what sense to
make of the situation that has befallen us.
Maybe we should ask some other questions too. Like…Does
God cause suffering? The answer is no. God does not use the
suffering of God’s people to open our eyes, make a point,
shake the cobwebs loose, etc. That idea is antithetical to the
truth we believe about our Creator God who suffered FOR us
in Jesus Christ. Is God ok with suffering? Again, the answer is
no. Jesus was forever attempting to eradicate suffering, in
small ways, in the lives of the people he interacted with on a
daily basis. Why then doesn’t God just stop all the suffering?
Why doesn’t God just call in an army of angels and wipe out
all the “bad” people? The answer here is rather tricky. If God
were to wipe out all the “bad” people, wouldn’t you be part of
that number too? Aren’t we all sinners in need of God’s
redeeming mercy? So, if God just did a wholesale clean-up,
there’d be no one left. The other aspect to this question is that
when we think about God eradicating the “bad” people we get
militaristic notions in our head of an army of angels driving
Abrahams tanks down the street firing projectiles of
righteousness.
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And that’s just not how God operates.
If God wanted to carry forward that course of action, don’t
you think Jesus would have looked a lot more like Rambo and
a lot less like a peace-loving hippie?
God’s way of eradication of evil and “bad” people is through
God’s love, mercy, grace, and restorative power. When the
people of the world are transformed by God’s transforming
love, there’s no place for evil to exist. Ergo…evil goes away.
When we get scared and anxious, that’s perfectly normal and
natural. I’m anxious everyday of my life. I have Generalized
Anxiety Disorder which is characterized as “high functioning.” This simply means that I don’t look like a ball of nerves.
But on the inside I’m often an ocean of confusion, fear, and
upset.
When my anxiety gets really bad, I look to Jesus. I know that
sounds simplistic but hear me out. I look into the loving eyes
of our Christ and I remember: This world, as it stands, is not
Your will. This world, as it stands, is not the best we can do.
This world, as it stands, will not stand at your return. I take
comfort in the truth and fact that Christ is working, right this
very minute, in the hearts and minds of His people to make us
whole and to redeem the world.
When you get scared and anxious, I would encourage you try
this. Look into the eyes of Christ. Let him know of your fears
and trepidations. Hand them over and repeat to yourself,
“Come, Lord Jesus, come.”
I hope you all get lots of good candy this Halloween. Don’t
scare anyone…too badly.
Peace and Joy,

Christian Ed:
Fall Christian Education Class #1: “The New Testament You
Never Knew: Exploring the Context, Purpose, and Meaning of
the Story of God”
We all share a fascination for discovering ‘the rest of the story.’
We enjoy learning the behind-the-scenes facts about seemingly
familiar events. In this eight-session video Bible study, wellknown Bible scholars N.T. Wright and Michael F. Bird team up
to take you on a tour of the story behind the explosive story of
the New Testament. You will discover things you never knew
about Jesus’ baptism and journey into the wilderness, the meaning behind his parables and miracles, the significance of his
death and resurrection, the incredible expansion of the early
church into the Greco-Roman world, and how the transforming
mission of Jesus can still turn the world upside down today.
Session 1: September 12-The Books of the New Testament
Session 2: September 19-The World of Jesus and the Apostles
Session 3: September 26- The Life and Death of Jesus
Session 4: October 3-The Resurrection
of Jesus
Session 5: October 10-The Ministry of
the Apostle Paul
Session 6: October 17-The Early
Christians and the Church

The Rev. Drew Himes
Pastor

Session 7: October 24-The Mission of
the Church
Pastor 3

Welcome Home
Sunday!
On September 12, 2021, COTC held their
Welcome Home Sunday event. The sun shined
bright, everyone had smiles, and Pastor Drew
won the pie eating contest. We thank everyone
for attending, and a big thank you to church staff,
Mary Trostle, and Min Kim for all of their efforts
to make this event amazing.

Taylor Powell, Dr. Sarah Kahl, Pastor Drew Himes, Yeshuwa Myers, Jim Ohrn

Work Days: Sunday’s Only
COTC will be in need of someone to fill
our maintenance custodian position. The
position includes general maintenance
of both buildings and includes simple
plumbing and electrical repairs. Hours
are flexible, not to exceed 20 hours per
week.
Interested parties should email Taylor@cotc.org

Time: Est. 8:45AM -11:15 AM
Responsibilities: To watch, entertain, and
care for children from the estimated age
range of one to four. Estimated less than ten
children. Independent job. Must be 18+ y.o.
Clearances needed. COTC will pay and help
obtain the proper documents upon hire.
How to Apply: Interested parties should email
Taylor@cotc.org or call (814) 835-5901.

RUMMAGE SALE & BAKE SALE—THANK YOU!
“With all this going for us, my dear, dear friends, stand your
ground. And don’t hold back. Throw yourselves into the work of
the Master, confident that nothing you do for him is a waste of
time or effort.” (1 Co. 15:58)
Thank you all who baked for church rummage sale.
We are grateful for what all you are doing…

Words cannot describe how thankful we are for your help…
We truly appreciate what you do
And we hope you will help next time..

Church Life Committee
Mary Trostle and Min Kim
How many people does it take to put on a successful bake sale
and rummage sale? Just take a look!
Marion Bennett

Marijane Dillon

Rob & Lynne Ricart

Becky Beham

Linda Houston

Carol Seib

Jim & Lois Branch

Cheryl Johnson

Sue Tibbits

Jim Butts

Min Kim

Mary Trostle

Marie Callahan

Ellen Lobb

Barb Clark

Mary Oas

Andy & Judy
Wagner

Jim & Nancy Daniel Linda O’Malley

Becky Wilson
Don & Lori Wolfe

Thanks so much to all the above who came to help with set-up
and the sale. Thanks also to all who contributed goodies for the
bake sale. We couldn’t have done it without all of you!

~Sue Ohrn

“Make a Joyful Noise!”
by Wesley D. Peters

The COTC Choir will be singing this piece on October 24! Learn
this piece (among others!) by joining us

Thursdays from 6:00-7:30 p.m.

The Lord certainly blessed us with another beautiful Sunday
for the annual CROP Hunger Walk on September 26. Our
team gathered at Beach One and Walkers chose from a one,
three, or five-mile course. Many thanks to our very
generous sponsors! All envelopes, sponsor sheets, and
money are due to the church office or John & Karen Schmitt
by Sunday, October 10. An update on the total amount
raised will announced when available.
Our dedicated team of CROP Walkers included:
Becky Beham

Min Kim

Jim Boland & Tess Carlucci

Ellen Lobb

Jim Butts & Linda Houston

Jim & Sue Ohrn

Marie Callahan

Rob Ricart

Barb Clark

Sharon Sitter

Marijane & Joe Dillon

Sue Tibbits

Bob Griffin

Bob & Donna Walkow

Dennis & Carolyn Huzinec

Kirk & Christy Warner

Denis & Lori Jacobson

John & Karen Schmitt

CROP: WALK. GIVE. CHANGE THE WORLD.

Next Session Meeting:
October 13th

College Care
Packages
It’s time for college car packages
already! This year we will be
sending gift cards to our college
students. If you would like to
contribute, please drop a check off
to COTC anytime before October
15th with “college care packages”
in the memo line.

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of
August (month behind due to bank statement dates):
Budgeted Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$140,414

$182,073

$167,364

Missions Budget

$28,142

$20,942

$9,588

Per Capita Receipts $1,460
One Great Hour of Sharing: $10
Pentecost: $10

The Per Capita assessment for 2021 is
$32.00 per member

For questions, please contact Min Kim or Mary Trostle.

“Come to Life”
By Kanye West
"My soul cries out, "Hallelujah" and I thank God for
saving me / I thank God"
The long awaited tenth album by Kanye West, Donda,
titled after his late mother, was released last month
after a multitude of delays and alterations. I've seen it
classified as a hip-hop/gospel album which is the type
of artist Kanye started out as; you may recall my
previous Yeshuwa Review that was on "Jesus Walks",
another Kanye West song that I am very adamant
about. The entire album has spiritual references; even
the features make God references, which I find
incredibly awesome.
While the album has several songs that stand out to
me, one that I feel would speak to the congregation of
COTC is "Come To Life." The instrumentation has
beautiful angelic synths, organ, and piano that give the
song an uplifting sound that I can't get enough of!
"I been in the dark for so long / Night is always darkest
'fore the dawn"

Yeshuwa 1

This songs powerful sound is complimented by the video
which is actually the footage from the last of three live
performances Kanye did prior to the albums release.
Kanye is sitting in an old style church and sets fire to
himself, symbolizing the destruction of the old ways, he
exits the church a blaze. The next scene cuts to his wife,
Kim Kardashian, in a white wedding dress with a veil
over her face. She is walking in the opposite direction of
a large group of people wearing all black which is
symbolic of the previous scene with people following the
old ways, but also the way the spirit works. She walks
until she is met by Kanye who is also in all black and
walking the same way of the crowd. Kanye and Kim meet
in the middle and he uncovers his face, smiling, as lights
fade. This is symbolic of the New Spirit and the
discovery of the New Church.

"Prayin' for a change in your life / Well, maybe it's gon'
come tonight"
With beautiful instrumentation and an artistically
beautiful video to match, I think you'll all really enjoy
this new song.
"Took your thoughts and penciled 'em in / Should've
wrote 'em down in pen / And maybe they'll come to life"

"They could finally come to life"

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers
Donda album cover

Yeshuwa 2

SUMMER MEMORIES
We asked COTC members to share with us the
highlights from their summer!
Dian Tessauro ~
Zion National Park and Bryce
National Park. Vacation in
St. George Utah

Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends
October 20 from 8 AM - 11 PM in-store only.
Coupon costs $5 and entitles you to a 25% off lowest
sale price shopping pass (some items are only 15% or
10% off). The $5 donation goes to the Erie County
CROP Hunger Walk.
See Marijane Dillon or John & Karen Schmitt to
purchase a Boscov's coupon.

Blizzard of Blankets!
COTC will still be collecting blankets
throughout October, to be taken to The
Upper Room at the beginning of November,
where they'll be handed out to homeless
folks the Saturday before Thanksgiving! Be
on the lookout for blanket bargains!

Fairview/COTC Joint Youth Group
Middle School group will meet the first three
Sundays of each month from 6-8pm.
Senior High group will meet each Monday.
Tentatively dinner will be from 6:00-7:00 and YG
from 7-8:15. More information to follow!

History Lesson: Origins of Halloween
Researched and written by Taylor Powell
All Saint’s Day is celebrated on November 1 and is also known as All
Hallows’ Day or Feast of All Saints. This holiday originated in the eighth
century from Pope Gregory III as a time to honor all saints. Not long after,
Pope Gregory IV moved the three-day celebration to October 31November 2, establishing All Hallows Eve, All Saints’ Day, and All Souls
Day. The word Halloween comes from the contraction of the terms
All Hallows Eve, which means “hallowed evening.”
The ancient Celtic festival of Samhain was celebrated on the night of
October 31 and associated this day with the belief that the worlds between
the dead and the living become blurred. This meant that ghosts or spirits
could return to earth. Huge bonfires were held for the Celtic deities and they
wore masks so that the spirits roaming around would mistake them for
fellow spirits. They would also put bowls of food outside of their homes to
prevent the ghosts from attempting to enter. When the Holy Roman Empire
conquered the majority of Celtic territory, they adapted and altered this
celebration. On May 13, 609 A.D., Pope Boniface IV established All
Martyrs Day in the Western church and later was expanded to include all
saints. Eventually, the church created All Souls’ Day, a day to honor the
dead by lighting candles, giving children soul cakes, and bell tolling.
Historically, there are special services of worship which especially make use
of light and candles to guide the path of the faithful and departed back to
their homes and home congregations one last time. In many parts of the
world, graves were and still are decorated with candles and children go from
door-to-door asking for Soul Cakes. In the late 1800’s, America began to
mold the holiday into more of a community and neighborly get-together
event, which presented costumes, parties, and less about paying respects to
the dead. It is said that Halloween lost it’s religious overtones around the
20th century due to community leaders asking families to remove anything
“frightening” or “grotesque” from the holiday.
In today’s Americanized version of Halloween, an estimated $6 billion is
spent on the commercialized holiday. Halloween has become more about
candy, spooky tales, and dressing up rather than the original celebration of
honoring the dead.

Thank You!
THANK YOU to all who participated in The CROP Walk, by
either raising money and walking or contributing! COTC is
amazing!!!
And a great big THANK YOU to all the COTC members who
helped make the rummage sale a HUGE success! Hopefully you
found some great bargains and in the process supported two
wonderful missions!!! The proceeds will be split equally
between Blended Spirits Ranch and the Crime Victims Center.
So far, we have a lot of blankets donated for October's Blizzard
of Blankets, which we'll display during church before they are
donated!
Hard to believe we're heading into winter, but during
November, we will again be filling Thanksgiving food bags, so
be sure to pick one or two or a few bags to fill!!! And in
December, we will be doing the Angel Tree ministry virtually
again this year, for Christmas gifts for children of imprisoned
parents. What an easy way to make a child happy on
Christmas morning!
COTC members, you have rallied all year for wonderful local
missions! Stay tuned for the final results at the end of the
year! GOD BLESS YOU ALL!

~Sue Tibbits

Humorous Church Memes

GETTING INVOLVED IN WORSHIP
We are extending an opportunity for YOU to
be involved in worship! If you are interested in
assisting on a Sunday morning with reading,
PLEASE contact Pastor Drew via phone or
email and he will get you scheduled in. After all
this is your church and it’s great to see more
faces and hear more voices assisting with
worship.

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you! The
arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with
items around the house.

You could:

The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:

-Read a Scripture

Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10 on
how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.

-Lead a prayer
-Give a children’s message

Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set has
an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a picture
format.

-You could preach a message (This requires being

Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities

an ordained Elder; and would also need some coaching, mentorship, and oversight by Pastor Drew).
NOTE: You do not have to be an elder to assist with
worship; you don’t even have to be an official member
of the church. Worship is the act of ALL of God’s
people and all are welcome to assist.

Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads the
weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children can
follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenk for getting this live on the COTC website. Also
to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information and to
Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

“Old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
~2 Corinthians 5:17
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

3

4

5

6

10

11

12

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

13

Session
Meeting—7pm
17

18

19

20

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

7

25
Nov. newsletter
submission
deadline

26

14

Halloween

15

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

Faith Circle—
1:00pm Sunset
Room

COTC’s food pantry cart is always
accepting items! Donate your
canned or boxed items at COTC!

16
8:00 – AA

21

22

23
8:00 – AA

28

27

9
8:00 – AA

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

31
9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

8

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

24

8:00 – AA

Choir Rehearsal InPerson—6pm-7:30

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

2

Contact Pastor Drew for Zoom
information!

29

30

