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Return Service
Requested

Loving God

Serving in Jesus’ Name

Follow our Facebook page to join into
live worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie

Check our website page for updates, live
and past worship videos, and
newsletters!

Erie Gives Day 2021
Tuesday, August 10, 2021
8am-8pm
You can donate by going to
www.eriegives.org
Every donation of $25 or more is
multiplied and every dollar helps us to
continue our mission and witness in the
Erie region.
Erie Gives 2020 Results:
Date: August 11, 2020
Total Amount Given: $6,358,146
Total Number of Donors: 11,482

August 7, 2021
10:00 AM—COTC Gym
We will be making 200 sack lunches (sandwich,
snack, fruit, water, and napkin) and distribute them
to people experiencing homelessness in Erie. Please
talk to your friends, family, and neighbors and ask
if they can get involved!
FOR STUDENTS:
Community service hours can be
gained. Speak to Pastor Drew.

Don’t Forget: Zoom is available for
your use! Contact Pastor Drew for
more information.

Christian Ed:
“Starting Sunday September 12 we’ll be back to
in-person adult education and formation! This fall
proves to be an exciting and interesting look at both
the Old and New Testaments!
Have you ever wondered what’s buried under the sands
of Israel and how it helps us to understand our Bible
better? Then you’ll love “The Bible’s Buried Secrets.”
Have you ever wondered what Israel looked like in the
time of Jesus and Paul? Then you’ll love “The New
Testament You Never Knew.”
Both classes will get you thinking and discussing
themes, ideas, and concepts that you’ve heard about in
church your entire life.

Middle School group will meet the first three
Sundays of each month from 6-8pm.
Senior High group will meet each Monday.
Tentatively dinner will be from 6:00-7:00 and YG
from 7-8:15. Both groups will start the week of
September 12th. More information to follow!

Want to try Christian Ed but never have? Then now is a
GREAT opportunity to do so.
See you Sunday September 12 at 9am for our first
class!”

Pastor’s Message

We’ve seen this day coming for the past 30 years. And we’ve done very
little (if anything) to stop it.

The time was 1963 and a young man with a gravelly voice belted out
these words:

One of the largest concerns that people 30 and younger have today with the
church is summarized by the statement, “You talk a good game, but you
don’t put your money where your mouth is.”

“Come gather ’round people/Wherever you roam/And admit that the
waters/Around you have grown”
That man, Robert Zimmerman but better known to us as Bob Dylan, was
poetically and prophetically speaking about his time. He was only 22
when he wrote and performed this song but his words have resonated
throughout the ages.
While I never lived through the 1960s (which is a pity because the music
was awesome) I have extensively read about this era. It was a time like no
other: the old ways were not only being questioned but were being wholly
thrown out. The country had become tired of its racist history, its
oppression of women, and the violence raging in a small sliver of jungle
in Southeast Asia known as Vietnam. The generation which Bob Dylan
seemed to speak for was tired; so young and yet so exhausted.

Today, sadly, we see these same issues coming up again. We haven’t
learned from our past; we never heeded the words of a young Bob Dylan.
People today, especially younger people, are tired of racism, sexism,
classicism, homophobism, the extreme greed of capitalism, and the like.
We are quite literally seeing the products of keeping our heads buried in
the sand: mass protests; workers walking out demanding a fair wage;
people dying of easily treated and preventable disease because they have
little or no access to basic healthcare; a pandemic raging because of a
destructive narrative about hoaxes and conspiracies; gun violence rates
that are astoundingly large; and on, and on.
For the past 30 years, the church has seen a wholesale exodus of people.
The same demographic which is leaving the church en masse over all
those years has been consistent: people 30 and younger. The number has
become larger and larger every year and now more than 50% of people in
America report that they do not attend church…ever.
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Simply put, our statements are great; our practice is poor.
Instead of leading or attempting to lead society, we’ve taken a backseat and
the church today is being driven around by the popular society.
We’re not having the tough conversations; we’ve not thinking the big
thoughts; we’re not struggling to figure out how to regain our position as
leaders of moral and cultural change. Instead, we’ve devolved into the same
level of mudslinging fisticuffs that we see all around us.
Many are afraid to discuss “social issues” in the church for fear it will
alienate people. “Just stick to the Bible,” many will say.
Well, the Bible is loaded with social issues. And the vision that God’s
people would be there to assist in fixing them or at least advocating for
them. To put my comments into context: There are over 2,000 verses of our
Bible which deal with poverty and/or justice.
Poverty, for an example of a social issue, was a huge topic of concern even
in Biblical days (and obviously still is). All of the various verses in both
testaments are neatly summed up in this wisdom:
3 Give justice to the weak and the orphan;
maintain the right of the lowly and the destitute.
4 Rescue the weak and the needy;
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.
Psalm 82:3-4
Some theologians summarize these ideas by the term, “God’s preferential
option for the poor.” The Latin American theologian Fr. Gustavo Gutierrez
wrote extensively about this in his lifetime. For him, God was seen most
completely in the poor because Christ was a poor itinerant preacher and
God chose to come to earth in the flesh of a poor Jesus and not a rich and
powerful ruler. Theologians like Gutierrez have long argued that God’s
principle action is to liberate the oppressed from whatever condition
(physical, mental, spiritual) keeps them bound.

Pastor 2

These views of God’s liberation haven’t taken a mainstage hold in
Protestant theology because they require the majority of us to do a gut
check: are we the cause of oppression? Are we working against God’s
will?
Unfortunately, many times, we are. Many of us participate in and benefit
from oppressive systems that keep far too many locked down in poverty.
To be fair, Scripture never condemns wealth. What is condemned is
greed which is the accumulation of massive wealth at the expense of
others lives and freedom.
It seems to many who are far more intelligent than I, that God’s central
action in the world is to be the world’s God and to heal the world and
redeem it from its broken state. The British New Testament scholar N.T.
Wright says it this way, “The central message of all four canonical
Gospels---in their very different ways---is that the creator God, Israel’s
God, is at last reclaiming the whole earth as his own, in and through
Jesus of Nazareth” (Surprised by Scripture, 168). He continues, “But the
whole point of the four canonical Gospels is that the coming of God’s
kingdom on earth as in heaven is not to impose an alien and
dehumanizing tyranny but rather to confront alien and dehumanizing
tyrannies with the news of a God---the God recognized in Jesus---who is
radically different from them all and whose justice aims to rescue and
restore genuine humanness” (ibid, 168-169).
As younger folks today look at the church, they see not a vehicle that is
working to lead change and use its voice and resources to free the
captives who are embodying their Christ and following their God’s will
for the Creation. Instead, they see more of the same broken, hurtful, and
harmful practices that they encounter on a daily basis. On any survey of
people 30 or younger given today that I’ve ever read, the chief reason
for leaving their church of origin or Christianity in general is given as
hypocrisy. This refers back to the previous phrase, “You talk a good
game but don’t put your money where your mouth is.”

One of the major movements for the church of the future will be to
become open communities where tough issues can be discussed and
plans of corrective action created. As an example from our past, the
racial justice movement of the 1960s began and was run by the church.
We seem to have lost our path on that one…
There was a time when the church was the center of community; we
were the place everyone went to for everything. And while some of
that outgrowth in necessary for a society that is constantly growing and
changing, we’ve lost the main locus. We’re no longer the moral voice;
we’re no longer the progenitor of growth and change; we’re no longer
the central place of support, care, nurture, and love.
But that doesn’t have to be a forever thing.
Becoming open to discussing society’s toughest issues is the chief
change and forward movement we can make. By saying, “We don’t
have all the answers, but we’re willing to discuss and listen” goes a
long way to beginning to restore our central place again. But to do this,
we have to do so lovingly. We have to do so humbly.

And we have to leave the politics out of it.
Disagreement is always going to happen; but it doesn’t have to mean
division. Just because we do not agree does not mean we have to
separate, hate, and alienate. Discussing the truth in love, as Scripture
says it, leads us to building a healthy community where no subject or
topic is off limits. It allows us to roll up our sleeves and really get to
the work of healing.
All this month in worship we’ll be talking about change. I hope that
you’ll be able to join in and prayerfully reflect on what changes God is
calling us to make and the changes that the Spirit is leading us through.
After all…the times, they are a-changin’.
Peace and Joy,

Rev. Drew Himes
Pastor 3
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Welcome Home
Sunday!

Church Office Updates
•

Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm

September 12, 2021

Fri 9am-1pm

9 am - Sunday School!
10 am - Worship!

•

11 am - Food & Fun!

Catered by Cali’s West
Come and join us for music, fellowship,
fun, and games. Family and friends are
welcome to attend. The goal is to bring
all of COTC together again and we can’t
do that without YOU! See you soon!
Please RSVP by August 30th
Taylor@cotc.org or (814) 835-5901

Office hours:

•

COTC’s Gym has been re-opened for
very limited use; please contact
Taylor in the office for specific
details. (Updated by Session on March
10, 2021)
Please continue to mail in your
contributions or place them in the
offering plate before or after worship.

2021 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Facebook (January 3rd—July 25th)
Luke Stock—8/01
Judith Wagner—8/01

Adam Weber—8/05
Sam Trostle—8/07
Karen Vandervort—8/07
Nancy Cox—8/12
Joel Sander—8/12

Russ Moran—8/13
Louise Schulze—8/13
Kevin Ricart—8/19

Tina Schiefelbein—8/19

Total Reach of Videos: 6,939

Marie Callahan—8/22

Total Engagement w/videos: 3,115

Linda Houston—8/22

Total Views of Videos: 5,379*

Marion Bennett—8/24

Average Reach of Video (weekly): 210

Dawn George—8/24

Average Engagement w/Video: 94

Quinn Johnson—8/25

Average Views: 163*

Emily Sander—8/25

Reach/Engagement percentage: 45% (goal is 25%)

Robert Walkow—8/27
David Blake—8/30

In-Person:
Average In-Person: 37
Total In-Person: 662
Definition of Terms
Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.

Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)
Dean & Laurie Swanson—8/09
Kevin & Emily Sander—8/10
Joseph & MJ Dillon—8/11
Aric & Laura Weber—8/13

Denis & Lori Jacobson—8/23
John & Karen Schmitt—8/23
Shawn & Jenny Carner—8/31

Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any number of people.
*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

Faith Circle
Looking for a stimulating and refreshing read?
Faith Circle will be discussing Brian Hardin's
book Sneezing Jesus.
It explores the intriguing and much-discussed
mystery of how Christ is truly human and divine
using scripture and storytelling.
Faith Circle meets the last Tuesday of the month in
the Sunset Room at 1p.m.
Questions? Call Becky Beham - (814) 323-5999
No long-term commitment required.

Dr. Sarah Kahl—Music Coordinator

Do you like to sing?
Are you looking to be more involved with
Worship & Music?
Are you interested in joining the choir at COTC?

Blizzard of Blankets!
COTC will still be collecting blankets
throughout October, to be taken to The
Upper Room at the beginning of November,
where they'll be handed out to homeless
folks the Saturday before Thanksgiving! Be
on the lookout for blanket bargains!

Contact Sarah Kahl via her cell at
(701) 830-0104 or the church office on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings between
8:30am-11:00am.

Favorite Scripture
Verses
We asked for our congregation to share their favorite
scripture verses with everyone.
Mary McConnell:

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on
your own understanding.”
~Proverbs 3:5
Life Application Study Bible, New Living Translation
“I learned the second part of the scripture as: lean not upon
your own understanding.”
Sue Tibbits:
“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But
the greatest of these is love.”
~1 Corinthians 13:13
Becky Beham:
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever
you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the
testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature
and complete, not lacking anything.”
~James 1: 2-4
MJ Dillon:
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future.”
~Jeremiah 29:11

On July 26, 2021, Carol Seib, Jane Kuhn, Cheryl
Baldwin, and Kathy Hayes traveled to Chicago to see
Ruth Johnson. Ruth has been a long time member of
Church of the Cross and is 95 years old.
Ruth is doing very well and
adjusting to Chicago. Her
brother does 37 push-ups
every morning at the age
of 99. She has a beautiful
apartment and introduced
the group to several of her
friends. The ladies had a
wonderful time together
full of laughter, smiles,
and memories.

Jane Kuhn, Cheryl Baldwin, Ruth Johnson, Kathy Hayes, Carol Seib

Next Session Meeting:
August 11th

COTC Golf “League”
Sunday Afternoons
Tee Time @ 3:30 and 3:39 PM
Grab a bite to eat together afterwards
May you all have a Hole in One this 2021!
Nothing official is recorded and all are welcomed!
Contact Mj Dillon for more information.

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of
June:
Budgeted Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$105,311

$153,458

$127,912

Missions Budget

$21,107

$17,103

$7,462

Per Capita Receipts

$1,292

The Per Capita assessment for 2021 is
$32.00 per member

I feel like the congregation will really enjoy this song because it is
definitely family empowering and we have a lot of children, parents,
and grandparents here at Church Of The Cross! Not only that but we
all have families that all come together to strengthen our connection
with God. The verses aren’t really verses but speeches from DJ
Khaled speaking to his son and giving his son so much praise and
adoration.

“I Love You So Much”
DJ Khaled (feat. Chance The Rapper)
This next song is one that I love playing in the morning before a
great day! It definitely sets the tone for a self loving, family
uplifting, fun, blessed energy. This one is called, “I Love You So
Much” by DJ Khaled and Chance The Rapper. This song was
written by DJ Khaled & Chance for his son, Asahd Khaled, who is
featured sitting in a pool on the cover of DJ Khaled’s album,
“Grateful.”
I had been listening to this song awhile ago and it floated lower
into my playlist that is forever growing but it has just recently
been being resurfaced and getting some play in my studio again,
and it’s energy is definitely one I’ve been missing. I use this song
as a self reminder to love myself which is something I sometimes
struggle with and need to be reminded to do.
“Me and daughter taking over / Me and my daddy taking over /
Me and my sister taking over / Me and my brother taking over /
Me and my mama taking over / All of my sons we taking over / Me
and my God taking over / And I'm so grateful, 'cause I…”
DJ Khaled came on to the music scene by first working at
Odyssey record store and then becoming a DJ on a Miami radio
station called 99 Jamz where he gained a large popularity. He
broke from the radio station to start building his own artistry and
collaborating with a bunch of hip-hop heavy-hitters. His first
album “Listennn…” landed at number 12 on the Billboard in 2006
and his talent and ability to pair different artists to beats and songs
that emphasized their talents only grew him into the powerhouse
of a DJ that he is, making amazing beats and remixes of classic
instrumentals that everyone loves to jam to!
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“There’s nothing you can’t do / You’re the greatest that ever did it /
You’re born blessed / You’re my son, I love you, you’re my son”
I love DJ Khaled’s adoration for his son not only in this song, but on
his social media accounts you can catch DJ Khaled showing the same
amount (if not more) of zealous love towards his son! DJ Khaled is a
big believer in God and His blessings and he is quite fun to watch
giving his thanks and praises in his own way. The most fun part of
this song is a tough tie between the alphabet breakdown when
Chance The Rapper & Jamila Woods take turns doing a call and
response or the part where Chance is singing about the parts of the
face, which could be a hit during car-karaoke rides (depending on
how much your family like to sing!)

The energy in the message of unity in this song is absolutely
amazing. I hope you all enjoy this uplifting, family bonding, love
inspiring song and play it with your loved ones this summer, and
don’t forget to tell them...
“I love you so much”

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers
Khaled, Khaled, et al. “I Love You So Much lyrics.” Genius.com, Genius.com, 2017, https://
genius.com/Dj-khaled-i-love-you-so-much-lyrics. Accessed 29 July 2021.
“DJ Khaled.” wikipedia.com, 2017, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/DJ_Khaled. Accessed 29 July
2021.
Khaled, Khaled. “I Love You So Much (feat. Chance The Rapper) (Grateful).” Youtube.com,
2017, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eg-AZsR0_N0. Accessed 29 July 2021.
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Thank You Letters
July 6, 2021
Dear Brady and the Church of the Cross
congregation,

On behalf of Community Shelter Services, I
would like to thank you for your contribution
of lunches made on June 26, 2021 and July 03,
2021. Gifts like these meals allow our
homeless shelter to continue helping our
struggling neighbors in the Erie community.
Sincerely,

Diane Lazette
Executive Director

Community Shelter Services

Humorous Church Memes

GETTING INVOLVED IN WORSHIP
We are extending an opportunity for YOU to
be involved in worship! If you are interested in
assisting on a Sunday morning with reading,
PLEASE contact Pastor Drew via phone or
email and he will get you scheduled in. After all
this is your church and it’s great to see more
faces and hear more voices assisting with
worship.

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you! The
arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with
items around the house.

You could:

The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:

-Read a Scripture

Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10 on
how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.

-Lead a prayer
-Give a children’s message

Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set has
an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a picture
format.

-You could preach a message (This requires being

Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities

an ordained Elder; and would also need some coaching, mentorship, and oversight by Pastor Drew).
NOTE: You do not have to be an elder to assist with
worship; you don’t even have to be an official member
of the church. Worship is the act of ALL of God’s
people and all are welcome to assist.

Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads the
weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children can
follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenk for getting this live on the COTC website. Also
to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information and to
Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

The Coronavirus paused many of our activities and ministries here at
COTC, but our bell ringers kept on ringing. They rang the bells
distanced, masked and in smaller ensembles. Many of you may not
realize it, but the music they have been ringing for the past year is a
lot more difficult than the full choir music that was rung in the
past. When there are only six ringers it is hard to hide missed
notes! And I took the security of bell tables away from them
too. But they always rose to the occasion. My heart is full when I
think of the perseverance and dedication our bell ringers have
shown. Please remind them of the blessing they are to our church
family the next time you see them.
And if you want to take that leap of faith and join our amazing
ministry, please let me know. You do not need to know how to read
music and you do not need to commit to a whole year. You just need
to have an open mind and a willing heart.
Our ringers this past year:
Marion Bennett
Marie Callahan
Ben Fugate
Katherine Fugate
Carter Houston
Linda Houston
Pat Marshall
Sue Ohrn
Hannah Speranza
Kathy Taylor
Sue Tibbits
Steven Trott
Laura Weber
Lori Wolfe

“Blessed are the pure heart, for they shall see God.”
~Matthew 5:8
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1
9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

2

Wednesday

Thursday

3

4

Friday

5

Saturday

6

7
Sack Lunch
Saturday—10am
8:00 – AA

8

9

10

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

15

11

12

13

Session
Meeting—7pm
16

17

18

14
8:00 – AA

19

20

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

21
8:00 – AA

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Choir Rehearsal via

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

Zoom—6pm-7:30
8:00 – AA

29
9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

30
Sept. newsletter
submission
deadline

31
Faith Circle—
1:00pm Sunset
Room

COTC’s food pantry cart is always
accepting items! Donate your
canned or boxed items at COTC!

