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Return Service
Requested

Loving God

Serving in Jesus’ Name

IN-PERSON WORSHIP : RE-OPENING
(PLEASE READ CAREFULLY)

On March 10, 2021, the Session decided to offer a return
to in-person worship beginning Sunday, March 28, 2021
(Palm/Passion Sunday). The re-opening plan that was
agreed to by the Session in 2020 will remain in effect
with the following changes:

Follow our Facebook page to join into live
worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie
Check our website page for updates, live
and past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

•
•

No need to call ahead for a reservation;
Worship will not be restricted to 30 minutes.

All other aspects of the return to worship plan will be
enforced, including, but not limited to:
•
•

•

Mandatory masking for all;
Social distancing of every other row and keeping
space between non-related members seated in the
same row (approximately 2-3 chairs);
Having a signed COVID-19 waiver on file in the
office if you wish to be on church property for any
reason (including worship) [these can be signed on a
Sunday morning; if you’ve previously signed a
waiver, we have record of it and you do not need to
sign a new one].

Contact the office to view the re-opening plan.

Blessings & Stay Safe

Christian Education
Christian Ed will be on a summer recess
until September.




COTC owns a subscription to Zoom video
conferencing
Therefore, you’re invited to use it for:
+Bible studies
+Prayer meetings

June 5th, 2021

+Book discussion groups

10:00 AM—COTC Gym
We will be making 200 sack lunches (sandwich,
snack, fruit, water, and napkin) and distribute
them to people experiencing homelessness in
Erie. Please talk to your friends, family, and
neighbors and ask if they can get involved!
FOR STUDENTS:
Pastor Drew will gladly sign
a slip to verify your hours
of community service after
you’ve worked a Sack
Lunch Saturday.

+Family get togethers


There is NO charge for this service as the
church already pays for the subscription

Coordination for setting up a Zoom meeting (one
day or recurring) can be directed to Pastor Drew.

Contact Pastor Drew for more information!

The Lost World of Scripture: Ancient Literary Culture and Biblical
Authority by John H. Walton and D. Brent Sandy
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good
and acceptable and perfect.”
Romans 12: 2
This month’s newsletter article will be a bit different from my normal. But I
think it still to be a helpful approach. As we approach the warmer summer
months, we may find ourselves traveling in the car or sitting outside or on
Presque Isle looking for something to read. Well, look no further!
I often get asked, “Have you read any good books lately?” or similarly,
“What books are you reading?”
I have always been an avid reader and I have found that my spirituality is
grounded a lot in my brain and mind and using these to explore God and
God’s ways. So, I find that reading and study help me to feel closer to God.
If you’re looking for something good to read, to learn something new, or to
stretch yourself a bit further, please allow me to recommend some titles! I
have broken these suggestions down based on a loose genre (I’ll also include
a subjective difficulty level):
Old Testament Study
I would HIGHLY recommend the “Lost World” series. It comes from John
H. Walton, PhD, Professor of Old Testament at the Graduate School of
Wheaton College. Dr. Walton has taken many different aspects of the Old
Testament and turned them into a small series in which he unpacks the
original texts for us modern readers. A warning: Dr. Walton will teach you
what the texts actually meant in their day and time and not what we have
come to believe they mean. It will upset you, challenge you, blow your mind,
and be a complete refreshment for reading and enjoying the Old Testament
again! (Difficulty level 3 out of 5). Here are the complete titles:

The Lost World of the Israelite Conquest: Covenant, Retribution, and the
Fate of the Canaanites by John H. Walton and J. Harvey Walton
The Lost World of the Flood: Mythology, Theology, and the Deluge Debate
by Tremper Longman, III and John H. Walton
The Lost World of the Torah: Law as Covenant and Wisdom in Ancient
Context by John H. Walton and J. Harvey Walton

New Testament Study
Depending on what it is you’d like to study, there are several options:
The New Testament in Its World: An Introduction to the History, Literature,
and Theology of the First Christians by N.T. Wright and Michael F. Bird (3
out of 5, it’s over 800 pages)
An Introduction to the New Testament by Raymond Brown (3 out of 5)
The Sermon on the Mount: Inspiring the Moral Imagination by Dale C. Allison (3 out of 5)
An Introduction to the Gospel of John by Raymond Brown (3 out of 5)
World Upside Down: Reading Acts in the Greco-Roman Age by C. Kavin
Rowe (5 out of 5)
Paul: A Biography by N.T. Wright (3 out of 5)
The Hope of Glory: Reflections on the Last Words of Jesus from the Cross
by Jon Meacham (1 out of 5)

N.T. Wright has also written a series of Biblical studies for regular folks for
each book of the New Testament called “The For Everyone Series.” You
can find these by searching your favorite book distributor by “Matthew For
Everyone” or “Romans for Everyone”, etc. (1 out of 5)
General Theology

The Lost World of Adam and Eve: Genesis 2-3 and the Human Origins
Debate by John H. Walton

For Reformed theological introductions:

The Lost World of Genesis One: Ancient Cosmology and the Origins Debate
by John H. Walton

Introduction to the Reformed Tradition by John J. Leith (2 out of 5, a bit
dry)

Pastor 1

Pastor 2

Basic Christian Doctrine by John H. Leith (2 out of 5, a bit dry)
For other theological study and reflections written in a fascinating manner,
I would suggest pretty much anything by N.T. Wright, but especially:
Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission
of the Church (2 out of 5)
Surprised by Scripture: Engaging Contemporary Issues (2 out of 5)
The Day the Revolution Began: Reconsidering the Meaning of Jesus's
Crucifixion (2 out of 5)
Deep Spiritual and Theological Reflection
Things Hidden: Scripture as Spirituality by Richard Rohr (2 out of 5)
Discernment: Reading the Signs of Daily Life by Henri Nouwen (2 out of 5)
Spiritual Direction: Wisdom for the Long Walk of Faith by Henri Nouwen
(2 out of 5)

In-Person Worship Change:
Singing Returns!
Beginning May 16th, you will be allowed to SING in worship (with
masks on at all times). Your Session decided on May 12th that based
on the most current public health advice coming from some experts
who really know their stuff, that singing during worship while wearing masks is a fairly low risk activity.
But…that doesn’t mean stop picking up some bells or a tambourine
or a maraca! Let’s add more joyful noise with our voices! Remember, the psalm tells us that we make a joyful noise not only with our
voices but with instruments like the lyre, drum, cymbal, tambourine,
and lute. So, let’s give God some praise and glory each Sunday as
we open our mouths to make our joyful noise with songs.

Spiritual Formation: Following the Movements of the Spirit by Henri
Nouwen (2 out of 5)
These are just a very, very few of the books that I have read and loved their
wisdom and insight. If there’s some specific area or topic or Biblical book
you’d like to study and learn more about, don’t hesitate to reach out and ask
for a recommendation. I’m available to help you find deeper meaning in
your life of faith and to find resources to do so.

After Church Ladies

And…I’m also available to have my “brain picked” after or during your
reading. I LOOOOVE discussing this stuff!

When: June 13th
Time: Right after worship

Enjoy these warm months and HAPPY READING!!

Location: Dawndi’s (near Franklin, PA)

Peace and Joy,

Car pool after church!

Rev. Drew Himes

For all church ladies!
Please speak to Carol Seib for more details.
Pastor 3

WELLNESS TIPS
•

•

•

•

•

•

Wear your mask and stay six (6’) feet apart in
social situations

•

Mon-Thurs 8am-4pm

Wash your hands often (warm, soapy water
for at least 20 seconds)
Keep a regular sleeping/eating schedule

Fri 9am-1pm
•

Carry out activities that improve your
physical and mental well-being (light
exercise; walking; eat healthy)
If you’re feeling overwhelmed, anxious,
depressed, sad, ask for help (Pastor Drew is
always ready to help with this)
Check in on family, friends, and neighbors
(especially those unable to get out or use
technology to connect)

Office hours:

•

COTC’s Gym will be re-opened to
very limited use; please contact
Taylor in the office for specific
details. (Updated by Session on
March 10, 2021)
Please continue to mail in your
contributions or place them in the
offering plate before or after
worship.

2021 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Facebook (January 3rd—May 23rd)
Dean Swanson—6/05

John Benedict– 6/12

Garrett Heidt—6/17

Total Reach of Videos: 5,704

Randy Schiefelbein—
6/06

Diane Sheffer—6/12

Peggy Black—6/18

Total Engagement w/videos: 2,583

Elle Arneman—6/21

Victoria Cain—6/07

Bradley Jacobson—
6/13

Total Views of Videos: 4,472*

Jean Smith– 6/08

Carol Seib– 6/13

Ashley Wagner—
6/22

Sarah Kahl– 6/10

Grace Wood—6/13

Perry Rearick—6/26

Sue Tibbits– 6/11

Judy Benedict—6/15

Renee Wagner—6/11

Lindsey Clark—6/16

Ronald Buchholz—
6/29

Average Reach of Video (weekly): 248
Average Engagement w/Video: 112
Average Views: 194*
Reach/Engagement percentage: 45% (goal is 25%)
In-Person:
Total In-Person Attendance: 309
Average In-Person (5 Sundays): 35
Definition of Terms

Ronald & Teresa Buchholz—6/06
Jeff & Jennifer Miller—6/10
Todd & Barb King—6/12
John & Sandy Gorndt—6/13
Thomas & Julie Pendleton—6/14
Barbara & Tim Clark—6/15
Randall & Tina Schiefelbein—6/16
David & Amy Fugate—6/18

Ernie & Dian Tessauro—6/19
Kirk & Christina Warner—6/20
John & Judith Benedict—6/22
Jim & Lois Branch—6/23
Samuel & Mary Lou Simpson—6/25
Nathan & Mary Schenck—6/26
Rolf & Janice Daeschner—6/27

Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.

Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)
Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any number of people.
*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

Mission for the Summer:

Blizzard of Blankets
Based on the weather this past week, it's mind boggling to even think about
blankets, but now is the time! Do you feel blessed that you are able to stay
warm in the winter? Not everyone is so blessed. If you are able, keep your eyes
open for good deals on warm blankets, or search your closets for any gently
used ones. And those of you who are crafty might consider making those super
warm and soft fleece-tied blankets again as another option.

We will be collecting blankets until November!
Then on the Saturday before Thanksgiving, the Upper Room of Erie hands
out those blankets to people and agencies in need. The Blizzard of Blankets is
their oldest project, begun in the fall of 1995, and what a blessing to so many
people especially considering Erie’s harsh winter weather! So now is the
time… time to think about perusing your closets, or buying or making
blankets!

Please purchase your own materials. If you would like to be reimbursed save
your receipts and return them to the church office.

Instructions are easy: Lay pieces together, cut 5 inch X 1 1/2 inch stripes
around blanket and then tie the faces together. Directions can be found online
too. You pin the two cloths together and then cut the strips.

(Note: Homemade blankets need to be adult size.)

Let’s help some people to stay warm this winter!

Dr. Sarah Kahl—Music Coordinator

Do you like to sing?
Are you looking to be more involved with
Worship & Music?
Are you interested in joining the choir at COTC?

We would love to have you and
your voice here at COTC!
Contact Sarah Kahl via her cell at
(701) 830-0104 or the church office on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings between
8:30am-11:00am.

SAVE THE DATE:
Sunday, September 26th, 2021

COTC Golf “League”
Next Session Meeting:

Starting in May

June 9th

Sunday Afternoons
Tee Time around 3-4:00 PM

Grab a bite to eat together afterwards
May you all have a Hole in One this 2021!
Nothing official is recorded and all are welcomed!
Contact Mj Dillon for more information.

Fun Facts About June
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of
April:
Budgeted Received

1. June is the month with the longest daylight hours of the year

Expenses

Operating Budget

$70,207

$121,693* $82,565

2.

Missions Budget

$14,071

$12,770

Per Capita Receipts

$1,292

3.
4.

$4,602

*This number reflects the $27,862 of PPP Payroll Protection Funds

5.
6.

The Per Capita assessment for 2021 is
$32.00 per member

7.
8.

in the Northern Hemisphere, and conversely, June has the
shortest daylight hours of the year in the Southern
Hemisphere.
June’s birthstone is the pearl, the Moonstone and the
Alexandrite.
The June birth flower is the Rose and the Honeysuckle.
In 2009 June was the 662 most popular name for girls in the
USA.
June is derived from Juno, the goddess of marriage.
In both common and leap years, no other month begins on
the same day of the week as June. Weird, isn’t it?
June is international men’s month.
June is accordion awareness month, as well as candy, dairy
and papaya month.

During the week before Pentecost, I remember being really busy with my work in
my personal life, and I felt like I was shorting myself on my time with myself. The
thought of giving myself more of my own time was answered yet again by, this
song in the lines:
"You're deserving of more / I give you more"

“More” by Lawrence Flowers
I'm sure we all believe that sometimes things can happen by coincidence, a
lucky chance we may see a number over and over or a color. I can only chalk
so much up to coincidence, though. The signs God and our guardian angels
show us are all around us if we are in tune to them! During the week of
Pentecost I had an interesting week with God sending me signs. I ended up at
two fires with friends and having great conversations that inspired me. Even on
Pentecost Sunday I was leaving COTC and looking for a certain song I
couldn't think of the title of when I was heading home. So, I started doing what
I usually do and type in possible titles of the song, and that's when I stumbled
across this song and artist. When “More” by Lawrence Flowers started playing
I had thought I found a live version of the song I was looking for because you
can hear an audience cheer at the beginning of the song but when the bass,
guitar, and piano came in I realized that this wasn't the song I wanted so,
naturally, I was going to change it and continue my search, but I decided to see
what this song had to offer.
"Yes, the worshipper in me / Needs consistency / To lift my hands /
To give you praise / When no one's around"
This was when I realized this was not only not the song I was looking for but
also another sign!
Now, what I mean by a sign isn't a random religious or spiritually symbolic
thing, there's more to it: It has to be something that resonates with you in one
certain way, or more. A repetitive number may be a good reason to play the
lottery, but something I recognize as a sign would be a thing that I notice that I
hold a significance to, in conjunction with something that directly related to
something on my mind or that I was experiencing internally that I happen to
come across out of the blue, or randomly, that gives me direction.
You may recall that at Church Of The Cross on May 23, 2021, which was
Pentecost Sunday, our Sermon title was, "What Can The Spirit Do For You"
which is watchable at www.cotc.org by clicking Worship and going to the
Video Messages option from the drop box. The answer is the title of the song I
accidentally stumbled across: "More".
"Oh, the worshipper in me / Wants to break free / From the intellectual mentality / Like when I should be up / I'm seated in my seat / I should be lifting my
hands / Giving you praise and glory"
Yeshuwa 1

Working with the spirit also feeds my soul in a different way than other work
does: building my relationship with God, strengthening my faith, giving me
direction. It's truly harder to explain how this is than it is to understand the
phenomenon of signs from God.
My friends and I have noticed signs from God in ways that only we would be able
to understand in things that resonate to us. For example if you are a hiker perhaps
God would send you a sign by showing you cardinals along your path. To many
people, cardinals are a spiritual sign that a loved one who has passed is near; some
Native Americans believe that an individual will have good luck within 12 days of
seeing a cardinal. Maybe they fly in a certain direction and later in your hike you
come to a fork in the road and you can go right or left, you might go left because
the cardinals you saw previously were flying left. If you went right you would
have a great hike, seeing all the nature and great weather, but since you went left
you came to a bluff that overlooks the land in such a breathtaking way you
become inspired or perhaps you run into a friend who is also hiking along the
same path. Signs come in a language only we can understand. Since my friend
who is an Uber driver drives, he sees signs in the cars and in traffic that he can
translate because it's something he is familiar with and something that stands out
could grab his attention for just a second, maybe he sees the sign, maybe not, but
the signs are all around us if we are in tune to them.
On May 30, 2021, it was Trinity Sunday at COTC and the Gospel Reading was
from Isaiah 6:1-8. The lesson in the text was about Isaiah going to the Temple of
the Lord and seraphim cleansing his lips with a live coal in order to remove his
sins. After this God asks who He should send on His behalf and the angels' and
Isaiah was eager to volunteer, as is Lawrence Flowers in "More".
"I wanna give my best to you / (I wanna give my best to you) oh lord / (I wanna do
what you ask me to) whatever you do, lord / (I wanna go wherever you say) we'll
live again / (Just say the word and I will obey) I will obey"
I have to say, for not being the song I was trying to play, I do like this one quite a
bit as it's earned its spot in my playlist with a story attached. I hope you are all
enjoying life and being back outdoors and starting to be back among friends and
fellow worshippers. I know it's great to see all of you starting to return to in person
worship! On your way out the door, don't forget to wave at the sound booth!

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers
Yeshuwa 2

ELDER OF THE MONTH

Becky Wilson
COTC raised a total of $1,600 worth of gift cards
that will assist women and women with children
with being able to purchase the items necessary to
sustain themselves and their children in a new
home. Thanks to your generous donations, Sue
Tibbits and Becky Wilson were able to hand over
$400 worth of gift cards for each designated place
(Giant Eagle, Walmart, Tops, and Aldi) to the
ladies at Erie DAWN. Way to go COTC!

Member of the Church: Since it started
Elder: Beginning of 2021
Favorite Scripture: Bible Verses John 3:16
and Psalm 23

Becky learned these earlier in life, but is still able to remember them and
draw comfort from them.
Biography:
Becky was raised in the Presbyterian Church. Her parents belonged to Westminster Presbyterian Church and she and her sister attended Sunday School
and Youth Groups. They were raised in Erie and had extended family there
who often needed help. Her parents showed them the importance of doing
for others. Sunday in their house was church and family day, and Becky’s
parents taught them the importance of having the Lord in their lives.
Becky’s mother was a registered nurse and as Becky grew up, she got to
meet many of her mother’s wonderful co-workers. Spending time with
them and learning how they helped others inspired Becky to want to
become a nurse too. Becky later graduated from Hamot Hospital School of
Nursing (just like her mother), earned her RN and returned to school for her
BSN. It took several years, but Becky says it was all worth it. “The Lord
blessed me and I worked with many caring healthcare providers for over 45
years,” Becky says. Oncology, Hematology, and Pediatric Orthopedics were
her special areas of nursing.
Becky was blessed with a beautiful daughter and she enjoyed having friends
in church. On Sundays, they often filled a whole pew. Becky’s daughter
remembers being in her confirmation class and joining the church and she
had great teachers. Becky’s daughter and her daughter’s husband have four
beautiful children, who are being raised to know the Lord.
Fun Fact: Becky’s mission for 2022 is to be able to see her daughter and her
family for some wonderful quality time together.

Church Property
Thank you for your wonderful help!

June 12, 2021

8:30 AM
Meet in the COTC parking lot
Meet in the church parking lot at 8:30 AM.
We pick up litter along Sterrettania Road
from Walnut Creek Middle School to I-90.
With many hands to help, the project
usually goes quickly. Bags and gloves will
be provided. No experience is necessary
and on-the job-training will be available as
needed!

Sue Tibbits

Andy Wagner

Drew & Brady Himes

Becky Wilson

John Schmitt

Jim & Sue Ohrn

Jim Butts

Jim Daniel

Carolyn & Dennis Huzinec

Bob Griffin

Lori & Don Wolfe

Thank You Letters
Dear Pastor Drew and Saturday Lunch Volunteers,

The Upper Room of Erie, Inc. appreciates all the
efforts of the Saturday Lunch Teams to provide
bagged meals this past Saturday! We’re so glad
we’re on your list!
Blessings and peace,
The Upper Room, Staff, and Guests
My Church Family,

Humorous Church Wisdom
The task ahead of us is never
as great as the Power behind
us.
If God is your Co-pilot, swap
seats!

God doesn't call the qualified,
He qualifies the called.

Thank you in every way! Your support, love,
most of all your prayers are greatly appreciated
and needed through my journey. God bless all of
you.

The Will of God never takes you to
where the

Your Sister in Christ,

Grace of God will not protect you.

Tina Schiefelbein
Thank you Mj Dillon
for these submissions!

GETTING INVOLVED IN WORSHIP
We are extending an opportunity for YOU to
be involved in worship! If you are interested in
assisting on a Sunday morning with reading,
PLEASE contact Pastor Drew via phone or
email and he will get you scheduled in. After all
this is your church and it’s great to see more
faces and hear more voices assisting with
worship.

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you! The
arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with
items around the house.

You could:

The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:

-Read a Scripture

Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10 on
how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.

-Lead a prayer
-Give a children’s message

Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set has
an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a picture
format.

-You could preach a message (This requires being

Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities

an ordained Elder; and would also need some coaching, mentorship, and oversight by Pastor Drew).
NOTE: You do not have to be an elder to assist with
worship; you don’t even have to be an official member
of the church. Worship is the act of ALL of God’s
people and all are welcome to assist.

Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads the
weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children can
follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenk for getting this live on the COTC website. Also
to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information and to
Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.”
~Matthew 6:9b
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

Friday

3

Saturday

4

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

5
Sack Lunch
Saturday—10am
8:00 – AA

6

7

8

9

11

Session Meeting—
7pm

13
9:50am Worship—

14

15

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

Online or In-person

20

16

21

22

23
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

8:00 – AA

17

18

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30

24

19
8:00 – AA

25

26

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30
8:00 – AA

FATHER’ S
DAY
27

12
Highway
Cleanup—
10:30 AM

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

10

28
July newsletter
submission
deadline

29
Faith Circle—
1:00pm Sunset
Room

Don’t forget that our food
pantry cart is always accepting
items! Donate your canned or

boxed items at COTC!

30
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

