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Return Service
Requested

Loving God

Serving in Jesus’ Name

IN-PERSON WORSHIP : RE-OPENING
(PLEASE READ CAREFULLY)
On March 10, 2021, the Session decided to offer a return to
in-person worship beginning Sunday, March 28, 2021
(Palm/Passion Sunday). The re-opening plan that was agreed
to by the Session in 2020 will remain in effect with the
following changes:
•
•

Follow our Facebook page to join into live
worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie
Check our website page for updates, live
and past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

No need to call ahead for a reservation;
Worship will not be restricted to 30 minutes.

All other aspects of the return to worship plan will be enforced, including, but not limited to:
Mandatory masking for all;
Social distancing of every other row and keeping space
between non-related members seated in the same row
(approximately 2-3 chairs);
• No corporate singing of hymns/songs;
• Having a signed COVID-19 waiver on file in the office if
you wish to be on church property for any reason
(including worship) [these can be signed on a Sunday
morning; if you’ve previously signed a waiver, we have
record of it and you do not need to sign a new one].
•
•

Contact the office to view the re-opening plan.

Blessings & Stay Safe

What Can Zoom
Do For You?

Christian Education
On May 5, 19, and 26 we’ll meet to finish
our discussion of Job beginning with Job
32 on May 5.





COTC owns a subscription to Zoom video
conferencing
Therefore, you’re invited to use it for:
+Bible studies

May 1st and May 15th

+Prayer meetings

9:00 AM—COTC Gym

+Book discussion groups

We will be making 200 sack lunches (sandwich,
snack, fruit, water, and napkin) and distribute
them to people experiencing homelessness in
Erie. Please talk to your friends, family, and
neighbors and ask if they can get involved!
FOR STUDENTS:
Pastor Drew will gladly sign
a slip to verify your hours
of community service after
you’ve worked a Sack
Lunch Saturday.

+Family get togethers


There is NO charge for this service as the
church already pays for the subscription

Coordination for setting up a Zoom meeting (one
day or recurring) can be directed to Pastor Drew.

Contact Pastor Drew for more information!

I was tired, weary, and carrying a heavy burden because I was trying
to do ‘it’ all on my own. I wasn’t bringing it to Jesus. And that wore
me down even more.
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I
will give you rest.”
~Matthew 11:28
Taylor said to me when I was just back from vacation, “Good morning!
Welcome back! Your May newsletter article is due to me ASAP.”
Shoot. Forgot that one.
“Oh, my apologies. I’ll get that to you soon.” I walked back to my office and
said to myself, ‘What to write…what to write…what to write?’
May…may…ah-ha! May…permission. That’s an interesting idea. So here
goes a random foray into permission spawned by a last minute need to get
my article completed and turned in…bear with me.
On my vacation, I was reminded of something I had woefully forgotten: God
grants us explicit permission to rest (commands it even).
I have always had difficulty taking vacation time. Partially because I love my
work and partially because I feel guilty and that I’ll be letting folks down by
not being available (that pesky ego of mine!). Well, during my most recent
week off I was reminded that not only does God give us permission to rest,
but we’re really commanded to do so. And for good reason.
The pandemic has tired us all out. Personally, I’ve used my brain so much
these last months trying to figure out how we’re going to accomplish various
tasks, provide pastoral care, teach, preach, sacraments, worship, music…and
do so safely…that I was running on fumes by the time Easter rolled around.
Not only was I thinking of the how to accomplish these things but also the
what: what will we study for Lent; what will I preach on each Sunday; what
elements to worship can we use to engage folks; how can we keep folks connected; what work needs prepared for the Session meeting; what do I have to
do for the Committee on Ministry; etc. It became so problematic that I was
forgetting things that I would ordinarily and easily remember. I had to have
people give me information multiple times because I would write a note and
lose it or just plain forget it. I was just completely spent. And so when I took
my vacation, I was mentally, spiritually, and emotionally exhausted. I slept
and slept and slept. I would sleep for 12-13 hours at night and then take 2-3
hour naps during the day (usually I’m good with about 7 hours per night and
maybe an hour nap on the weekends).
Pastor 1

God not only grants us permission to rest, but we’re told “Remember
the Sabbath and keep it holy.” Sabbath…shabbat….rest…break
away…stop…pause…hold. I wasn’t doing that and I needed to do so.
God gives that command to the Israelites not because God is simply
saying, “Hey, I’m God and I say what goes” (although that would
certainly be enough authority). Instead, God is saying, “Hey, you
need a break. You need to stop. You need to rest.”
The early theologian Thomas Aquinas taught of the balanced, threefold life of faith: Work, prayer, and recreation. He said too much
work makes the body tired; too much prayer makes the soul tired; and
too much recreation leads to “a life of buffoonery.”
Everything I knew and everything I have learned in my life were so
easily forgotten in my quest to ‘get it done.’
I also forgot one more thing: The work I do is not to please you all
(sorry folks). It’s not to earn a paycheck or tick a box that I completed
something. The work I’m called to do…that we are all called to do…
is Soli Deo Gloria: Glory to God alone.
When I forgot that…when we all forget that…we allow ourselves to
get wrapped up in the ‘rat race’ of work for work’s sake and not for
the sake of sharing the Good News of our God revealed in Jesus
Christ. We forget that we’re not slaves of a domineering master. We
forget that we are beloved children of the loving God who gives us
life. We get lost in a sea of accomplishments, trying to please, trying
to outdo, and trying to one-up. And that may bring us some human
adoration. But it let’s down our holy work.
Our God grants us permission to rest. To rest from our labors; to take
a break; to rest in God’s presence; to find our meaning and purpose in
life itself and not our daily travails.
St. Augustine in his work Confessions gives us this powerful word,
“You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless
until they rest in You” (1.1.1).
Pastor 2

I forgot these last months that I was not made to work. I was not
made to pastor. I was not made to preach. I was not made to teach. I
was made for God; for simply bestowing in my own way and form
the beautiful and perfect image of the living God. I was made out of
and for the purpose of God’s good pleasure and for no other reason.
And that, my friends, is true for each one of us. We’re not made for
the work that we do or used to do, or volunteer doing, or wish we
could do. We were made to glorify God in our very existence. The
first question of the Larger Catechism asks, “What is the chief and
highest end of humanity?” and it answers, “The chief and highest end
of humanity is to glorify God and to fully enjoy God forever” (Book
of Confessions 7.111). When we’re busy working…even doing holy,
Gospel work…we may forget to enjoy God. We may forget to simply
sit back, rest, and find ourselves wrapped up and lost in God’s presence.
That is who we are and that is what we are made to be and do. That is
our true purpose. I fully admit that I have been wacked upside the
head with a spiritual two-by-four by the Holy Spirit during my recent
vacation week. And I am grateful to God for the mercy and grace to
let me see that and experience that. Sometimes we don’t know just
how much we need God or how much we’ve alienated ourselves from
God for seemingly good purposes until we find ourselves parched,
starving, and alone in the dessert.
I pray that you each will take my words as those of caution and
warning and that you won’t find yourselves in a place like I was.
Be well my friends. Take care of yourselves and one another.

In-Person Worship Change:

Removing Temperature Check
Your Session met April 21st and as has become a usual practice we review
and update the COTC COVID-19 Return to Worship Plan to reflect the most
current scientific and public health advice. It was decided that on Sunday
mornings, you will no longer be required to have your forehead temperature
taken and/or written down on a temperature event log. Further, you will be
able to speak, in a low volume, the Lord’s Prayer and Creeds (where used in
worship) while remaining masked.

On Monday (4/19) Pastor Drew spoke with Diane, a public health official
from the Erie County Department of Health, regarding our return to worship
plan and mitigation/safety strategies. According to her, many people who
contract COVID-19 never develop a fever or if they do, it happens later in
the disease process when the person would have many other symptoms (dry
cough, loss of taste and smell, aches, difficulty breathing, etc.). Also, about
40% of COVID-19 cases are completely asymptomatic and never develop a
fever or other outward signs/symptoms. Thus, temperature screening at our
point of entry is not an effective measure of if a person has contracted
COVID-19.
Further, according to a study published in the peer-reviewed Nature Public
Health Emergency Collection the practice of taking temperatures right near
an entrance has been shown to be highly ineffective and not an accurate
determinant of COVID-19 infection presence due to varying outside
temperatures. Even further, the World Health Organization has stated that
temperature screening is not an effective strategy to prevent spread of
COVID-19 while travelling (airports, train stations, etc.).
The Session has also agreed to allow, on the advice of Dr. Howard
Nadworny, AHN St. Vincent Infectious Disease physician and volunteer
subject matter expert with the Erie County Department of Health, that
speaking parts of worship such as the Lord’s Prayer or Creeds (Apostles’
Creed, Nicene Creed, etc.) while wearing a mask and speaking in a low
volume is inherently a low-risk activity. Thus, starting April 25th, as the
liturgy for worship calls for it, you will be permitted to speak when asked to
do so. Singing together as a congregation is still suspended for the time
being while your Session and Pastor Drew continue to receive input and seek
scientific data supporting the safety of doing such while masked.

Oh yeah…take a nap.
Peace and Joy,

Rev. Drew Himes
Pastor 3

WELLNESS TIPS
•

•

•

•

•

•

Wear your mask and stay six (6’) feet apart in
social situations

•

Mon-Thurs 8am-3pm

Wash your hands often (warm, soapy water
for at least 20 seconds)
Keep a regular sleeping/eating schedule

Fri 9am-1pm

•

Carry out activities that improve your
physical and mental well-being (light
exercise; walking; eat healthy)
If you’re feeling overwhelmed, anxious,
depressed, sad, ask for help (Pastor Drew is
always ready to help with this)
Check in on family, friends, and neighbors
(especially those unable to get out or use
technology to connect)

Office hours:

•

•

COTC’s Gym will be re-opened to
very limited use; please contact
Taylor in the office for specific
details. (Updated by Session on
March 10, 2021)
Please continue to mail in your
contributions.
Wednesday evening:
Adult Study via Zoom

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!
Sandy Gorndt—5/2
William Lyle—5/3
Kathy Taylor—5/5
Robert Griffin –5/6
Collin Morey—5/9
Mary Trostle—5/10
Joan Rearick—5/12

Samuel Simpson—5/12
Ronald Jackson—5/13

James Boyd—5/16
Edward Keim, Jr.– 5/18

Kathryn Smith—5/19
Peggy Thomson—5/20
Mary Oas—5/22
Barb King—5/25
Patty Rearick—5/26

David Kahl, Jr.—5/31

2021 Attendance Stats
(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Facebook (January 3rd—April 18th)
Total Reach of Videos: 4,854
Total Engagement w/videos: 2,274

Total Views of Videos: 3,848*
Average Reach of Video (weekly): 270
Average Engagement w/Video: 126
Average Views: 214*
Reach/Engagement percentage: 47% (goal is 25%)
In-Person:
Total In-Person Attendance: 177
Average In-Person (5 Sundays): 35

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Darla & Patrick Speranza—5/2

Ellen & Richard Lobb—5/9
Cynthia & Gary Montgomery—5/15
Brenda & William Lyle—5/19
Diane & David Blake—5/23
Dawn & Ron George—5/27

Kellee & Scott Heidt—5/29

Definition of Terms
Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people who
saw your content.

Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this case,
engagement numbers are for worship videos only)
Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any number of people.
*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and family units
participate in worship together. Therefore, the numbers are slightly
higher than what is reported.

May Mission of the Month:

Dr. Sarah Kahl—Music Coordinator

Hooked on Books for Kids is an all-volunteer, non-profit
organization devoted to literacy, the love of reading, and lifelong learning among the underprivileged children and youth of
Erie County, Pennsylvania. It accomplishes these missions by
giving brand-new, high quality books to needy children and
youth from birth to age 18 and by providing adult volunteer
readers and new books for every child each month in grades K
through 5 at Edison and Lincoln Schools. Since their founding in
1990, they have distributed nearly 500,000 books.
Hooked on Books for Kids distributes books through schools,
social service agencies, food banks, service organizations, and
other non-profits that serve underprivileged children and/or
youth in Erie County. As an all-volunteer organization, they have
very low overhead and no paid staff. All funds raised are used to
purchase books or for direct program costs such as printing,
postage, and warehouse space.
They acquire books by purchasing them at a substantial discount
from First Book in Washington, D.C. and from Scholastic, Inc.
Their average price per book in 2019 was only $1.41, so for
every $10 that you would give to COTC, designated for
Hooked on Books for Kids in the subject line, they would be
able to purchase approximately 7 books for children!
If you'd like to volunteer your time to the organization, we can help
set that up. They are always looking for volunteers!
Contact Sue Tibbits or Becky Wilson for more information.

Do you like to sing?
Are you looking to be more involved with
Worship & Music?
Are you interested in joining the choir at COTC?

We would love to have you and
your voice here at COTC!
Contact Sarah Kahl via her cell at
(701) 830-0104 or the church office on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings between
8:30am-11:00am.

COTC Golf “League”
Starting in May
Sunday Afternoons
Tee Time around 3-4:00 PM

Grab a bite to eat together afterwards
May you all have a Hole in One this 2021!
Nothing official is recorded and all are welcomed!
Contact Mj Dillon for more information.

Staffing Update:
At the April Session Meeting (Wednesday, April
21st) the Session voted unanimously to approve
the permanent hiring of Dr. Sarah Kahl as our
Music Coordinator.
They also voted unanimously to add more
hours per week and expand the responsibilities
of Amy Fugate, Bell Choir Director, to be with us
12 months of the year.

Church Property

Saturday, May 8th
Rain Date: May 22nd

8:30 AM - Noon
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of
March:
Budgeted Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$52,655

$106,890* $64,395

Missions Budget

$10,553

$12,015

Per Capita Receipts

$1,261

$3,677

*This number reflects the $27,862 of PPP Payroll Protection Funds

The Per Capita assessment for 2021 is
$32.00 per member

SAVE THE DATE!
Join us as we work outside. Please bring wheelbarrows,
rakes, shovels, trimmers, etc. We’ll wear masks and
practice social distancing. We’ll have several yards of
mulch to spread, so we’ll need lots of help. What a great
opportunity to safely get together after such a long time
apart to ready our church grounds for the summer
season!

The lyrics throughout the song are about how the singer is
telling a woman that he loves all her imperfections because
God makes no mistakes, and the way she is, is just the way
God made her.

This next song comes from Parmalee, a band from
Parmele, North Carolina. This country rock band
consists of Matt Thomas who sings lead vocals &
plays guitar, Scott Thomas on drums, their cousin
Barry Knox playing bass, and long time friend of the
band Josh McSwain also playing guitar. Their song,
“Just The Way,” found its way into my playlist recently
through a friend and I’ve been enjoying this song quite
a bit. Other people have been enjoying this song too, as
it’s reached #3 on the Billboard Hot Country Songs
and recently reached #1 on the Billboard Country
Airplay chart! This song opens with the beginning
lines of the chorus:
I love you just the way God made you / Girl, he don't
make mistakes / What you call your imperfections / I
call beautiful, babe
I love doing these reviews because I love sharing songs
with you that are so cheerful and inspiring that also
have a spiritual reference. This is one of those songs
I’d call a “morning song.” I use this term for a song
that isn’t too high of energy, nor is it too relaxing but
has a build to it that helps me get the day started: a
good song to wake up, wash your face, and start the
day to. Lots of the songs I’ve reviewed would fall
under this category, but the guitar on this track gives
me that “wake-up” kind of feel that is hard to miss!

What you call your imperfections / I call beautiful, babe
The verses are kind of funny, mentioning quirks the woman
the song is about has or does like how an hour passes after
saying she’ll be “ready in five,” which I’m sure some of us
can relate with whether it’s our significant other or ourselves
who is the “ready-in-five” person in the relationship.
So let my eyes be your mirror / And you're bound to see it
too / 'Cause I was made for loving / Just the way God made
you
The last verse in the song rightfully ends by comparing this
woman to the Mona Lisa, a flawlessly famous painting by
Italian painter Leonardo da Vinci, saying he would never
change her because she, herself, is a masterpiece just the way
God made her.

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers
May 18 May 18, P. (n.d.). Parmalee - Just The Way Lyrics. Retrieved April 27, 2021,
from https://www.lyricfind.com/
Parmelee. (n.d.). In Wikipedia. Retrieved April 27, 2021, from https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parmalee#%22Just_the_Way%

Yeshuwa 1

Yeshuwa 2

Thank You Letters
Dear Church Family,
We want to thank you for the support and
prayers given to our family with the passing of
Dad. Your cards with stories about Dad were a
gift too.
With love and gratitude,

Humorous Church Wisdom
Don' t wait for 6 strong men
to take you to church.
God grades on the cross, not the
curve.

The Family of Larry Eakin

Some minds are like concrete
To Church of the Cross,
Chosen wishes to express our thanks to your church
for your contribution. The need is great and it is only
through the support we receive from concerned
donors that we are able to continue the work of
medical evangelism. Again, we thank you for your
contribution and for thinking of Chosen.

Thoroughly mixed up and
permanently set.

Quit griping about your church;
If it was perfect, you couldn't belong.

Sincerely,
Kristen Pepe
Assistant Executive Director

Thank you Mj Dillon
for these submissions!

GETTING INVOLVED IN WORSHIP
We are extending an opportunity for YOU to
be involved in worship! If you are interested in
assisting on a Sunday morning with reading,
PLEASE contact Pastor Drew via phone or
email and he will get you scheduled in. After all
this is your church and it’s great to see more
faces and hear more voices assisting with
worship.

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you! The
arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with
items around the house.

You could:

The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:

-Read a Scripture

Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10 on
how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.

-Lead a prayer
-Give a children’s message

Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set has
an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a picture
format.

-You could preach a message (This requires being

Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities

an ordained Elder; and would also need some coaching, mentorship, and oversight by Pastor Drew).
NOTE: You do not have to be an elder to assist with
worship; you don’t even have to be an official member
of the church. Worship is the act of ALL of God’s
people and all are welcome to assist.

Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads the
weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children can
follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenk for getting this live on the COTC website. Also
to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information and to
Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

“As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.”
~Isaiah 66:13
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Sack Lunch
Saturday—9am
8:00 – AA

2

3

4

5

7

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

6

Spring Clean
Up—8:30am

Adult Study—Zoom 7pm

9
9:50am Worship—

10

11

12

Online or In-person

8:00 – AA

13

14

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

16

17

18

19

8:00 – AA

20

21

Adult Study—Zoom 7pm

23

24

8:00 – AA

27

26
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30

28

29

June newsletter
submission deadline

Adult Study—Zoom 7pm

Pentecost Sunday

30
9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

25

22

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

9:50am Worship—
Online or In-person

15
Sack Lunch
Saturday—9am

Session Meeting—
7pm

MOTHER’S
DAY

8

31
OFFICE CLOSED
MEMORIAL
DAY

Don’t forget that our food
pantry cart is always accepting
items! Donate your canned or
boxed items at COTC!

For Zoom information email or
call Pastor Drew

