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Return Service
Requested

Loving God

Serving in Jesus’ Name

IN-PERSON WORSHIP : RE-OPENING
(PLEASE READ CAREFULLY)
On March 10, 2021, the Session decided to offer a return to
in-person worship beginning Sunday, March 28, 2021
(Palm/Passion Sunday). The re-opening plan that was agreed
to by the Session in 2020 will remain in effect with the
following changes:
•
•

Follow our Facebook page to join into live
worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie
Check our website page for updates, live
and past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

No need to call ahead for a reservation;
Worship will not be restricted to 30 minutes.

All other aspects of the return to worship plan will be enforced, including, but not limited to:
Mandatory masking for all;
Social distancing of every other row and keeping space
between non-related members seated in the same row
(approximately 2-3 chairs);
• Temperature check/sign-in upon arrival at COTC for
worship;
• No corporate singing of hymns/songs;
• Having a signed COVID-19 waiver on file in the office if
you wish to be on church property for any reason
(including worship) [these can be signed on a Sunday
morning; if you’ve previously signed a waiver, we have
record of it and you do not need to sign a new one].
•
•

Contact the office to view the re-opening plan.

Blessings & Stay Safe

What Can Zoom
Do For You?

Christian Education
We will be finishing up Job
throughout May.





Planning Ahead:

COTC owns a subscription to Zoom video
conferencing
Therefore, you’re invited to use it for:
+Bible studies
+Prayer meetings
+Book discussion groups

May 1st and May 15th

+Family get togethers


We will be making sack lunches in the gym
started at 9:00 AM. We will make 200 sack
lunches and distribute them to people
experiencing homelessness in Erie.

There is NO charge for this service as the
church already pays for the subscription

Coordination for setting up a Zoom meeting (one
day or recurring) can be directed to Pastor Drew.

Contact Pastor Drew for more information!

“It happens to all of us. God simply keeps reaching down into the dirt of
humanity and resurrecting us from the graves we dig for ourselves through
our violence, our lies, our selfishness, our arrogance, and our addictions.
And God keeps loving us back to life over and over.”
“God’s grace is a gift that is freely given to us. We don’t earn a thing when it
comes to God’s love, and we only try to live in response to the gift. No one is
climbing the spiritual ladder. We don’t continually improve until we are so
spiritual we no longer need God. We die and are made new, but that’s
different from spiritual self-improvement. We are simultaneously sinner and
saint, 100 percent of both, all the time.”
~Quotes taken from Pastrix: The Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a Sinner & Saint
by The Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber, Lutheran theologian

Take the Rev. Bolz-Weber for example. For a good many years, she was
a drug addict, alcoholic, and atheist who hated herself and life itself. She
herself would tell you that she was dead during those years. Finally, after
a very lengthy battle with her demons, Pastor Nadia was able to get sober
and remain so. And then she was able to discover that her sobriety was
not her own doing but was gift from God…the very same God who she
hated. After another journey, she found herself in the seminary and was
ordained a Lutheran pastor. She launched a church along with an
Episcopalian priest in Denver, CO. Today that church, The House for All
Sinners and Saints, has 500+ members and is made up of people that have
stories just like Pastor Nadia.
Pastor Nadia experienced resurrection. And millions of others who have
been able to find recovery from addiction have experienced it too.
You and I have experienced resurrection. Maybe you have a story just
like Pastor Nadia. Or maybe you don’t. Either way, you have experienced
resurrection.
How? When?

So, what is resurrection anyway?
Is it that event in recorded history when Jesus of Nazareth was returned to
life by the power of God over death?
Yes.
Is it an event that will happen for all the saints who have died when Christ
returns to fully reign over all of Creation?
Yes.
It is something that we have or can or might experience multiple times in
our lives?

Yes.
Resurrection isn’t a limited thing. It is God’s power over death. Some
people are dead while they’re alive and when they finally are returned to
life, we see resurrection happen right in our midst.

Pastor 1

In baptism, of course! Read this (it’s a bit lengthy):
“What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace
may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in
it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with
him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our
old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed,
and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is
freed from sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will
also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead,
will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The
death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to
God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to
God in Christ Jesus.

Pastor 2

12 Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to
make you obey their passions. 13 No longer present your members to sin
as instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who
have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God
as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over
you, since you are not under law but under grace” (Romans 6:1-14).
Notice here how Paul talks about how we WERE dead. But aren’t
anymore. He talks about being buried with Christ and rising to the
newness of life with Christ. How can that be? We’re still alive! Paul, of
course, isn’t speaking literally; he’s speaking metaphorically. He’s talking
about baptism. In baptism, we believe, that when we enter “under the
water” (whether through literal submersion, sprinkling or pouring) we are
being put to death and buried. And when we arise from the water we have
entered into resurrection life. The death of baptism is the only death for
those who are claimed by Christ. What happens later in life (what we
traditionally call death) Paul and others explain to be “falling asleep in the
Lord” (see Acts 7:60, I Thessalonians 4:14-15, John 11: 11-14, I
Corinthians 15:6, 20). Put simply: you awake from sleep; you can’t
awaken from death.
Death and resurrection are a constant spiritual process for us. We don’t
simply die once and are resurrected once. We go through this death and
resurrection cycle innumerable times throughout life.
Say for example you have been in a very unhealthy relationship (with
yourself, another person, negative feelings, etc.). When you finally break
off that unhealthy relationship (in which you were dead) you begin to
experience freedom, liberation, and life again. You have, we could say,
been resurrected.
Say also that you’ve been harboring a lot of hate and hurt in your heart.
Those feelings are keeping you stuck, buried we could say, and dead to
the joy of life. When you’re finally able to process those feelings and let
them go, again, we could say you have been resurrected.
When we live into the identity which God has written upon us in baptism
and we live with the boldness of faith, then, we claim our resurrection.
We live it every single day. We participate with Christ actively in his
resurrection work.
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When we, for example, feed those who are hungry, clothe those who are
naked, welcome those who are rejected, shelter those who are homeless;
and when we forgive those that have harmed us and renew broken
relationships then we fully embrace our identity as being resurrected and
we participate with Christ actively in his life-bringing work. This work, and
lots more like it, is “life work.” It’s work that is focused on bringing Good
News and bringing life. It is focused on healing, wholeness, and
restoration. This is what God is ultimately doing in resurrection. And thus,
when we are prompted by the Spirit and respond to that power, we are acting as resurrection revolutionaries who refuse the power of death and
embrace only the power of life and love.
Resurrection can become who we are. Instead of always looking at what
was…who used to be part of the church, who used to be our friend, what
our life used to be like…we instead embrace what is and what will be. We
trust in God’s power of resurrection life and work to leave dead things dead
and let the life of God course through our veins. When we do this we
embrace being the people of hope, joy, peace, and love. We truly become
resurrection revolutionaries who stand in the face of death and tell it and its
minions to go to hell where they belong! We stand at the empty tomb with
the women and in our puzzled minds, with trembling bodies but joyful
hearts, we let the power of God’s resurrection wash over us, pluck us out of
the tomb, and launch us into new life together with Christ and all the saints.
Friends, take some time to reflect on every time you have died and been
raised to life again. Look back over your life and see all the tombs that God
pulled you out of and how God put you, again, onto the path of resurrection
life.

CHRIST IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!
A blessed resurrection to you all!

Peace and Joy,

Rev. Drew Himes
Pastor 4

WELLNESS TIPS
•

•

•

•

•

•

Wear your mask and stay six (6’) feet apart in
social situations

•

Mon-Thurs 8am-3pm

Wash your hands often (warm, soapy water
for at least 20 seconds)
Keep a regular sleeping/eating schedule

Fri 9am-1pm

•

Carry out activities that improve your
physical and mental well-being (light
exercise; walking; eat healthy)
If you’re feeling overwhelmed, anxious,
depressed, sad, ask for help (Pastor Drew is
always ready to help with this)
Check in on family, friends, and neighbors
(especially those unable to get out or use
technology to connect)

Office hours:

•

•

COTC’s Gym will be re-opened to
very limited use; please contact
Taylor in the office for specific
details. (Updated by Session on
March 10, 2021)
Please continue to mail in your
contributions.
Wednesday evening:
Adult Study via Zoom

2021 Attendance Stats

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!

(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Facebook (January 3rd—March 21st)
Total Reach of Videos: 3,343
Total Engagement w/videos: 1,729

Total Views of Videos: 2,729*
Average Reach of Video (weekly): 257
Garrett Trott—4/01

Paula Kiehl—4/12

Sarah Pendleton—4/02

Julie Pendleton—4/14

Julia Taylor—4/03

Lisa Kiehl—4/16

Robert Ricart—4/05

Michael Oas—4/18

Kirk Warner—4/05

Deborah Barbour—4/22

Janice Sivek—4/06

Tristan Milie—4/23

Joshua Daniel—4/07

David Taylor—4/23

Amy Fugate—4/07

Ron George—4/27

Jenny Carner—4/08

Kevin Cain—4/30

Laurie Law—4/08

Irene McCullough—4/30

Average Engagement w/Video: 133
Average Views: 210*
Reach/Engagement percentage: 52% (goal is 25%)

Definition of Terms
Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people
who saw your content.
Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this
case, engagement numbers are for worship videos only)

Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any
number of people.

*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and
family units participate in worship together. Therefore,
the numbers are slightly higher than what is reported.
Next month will include in-person stats!

Flowers given in
honor of:
COTC Children
Jenny and Sarah (daughters) from Becky
Beham
Dick & Gladys Baxter (parents) from Linda
Houston & Jim Butts
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of
February:
Budgeted Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$35,103

$70,890*

$44,627

Missions Budget

$7,035

$6,942

$2,751

Per Capita Receipts

$746

*This number reflects the $27,862 of PPP Payroll Protection Funds

The Per Capita assessment for 2021 is
$32.00 per member

Lois Ristau from Bill Irish
Marriage of Kevin & Brittany Ricart from
Rob & Lynne Ricart
The Powell Family from Taylor Powell

Flowers given in
memory of:
Husband Don & son Mike from Sue Tibbits
Lawrence (Larry) Eakin from Carolyn Karle

Wini & Pete Myers, Nelen & Richard Ohrn, and
Charise Ohrn Loranger from Jim & Sue Ohrn
Jean Nelson, Charles Rogers, and Bud Seib
from Carol Seib
Joseph Hagmann from Deb Hagmann

Sylvia Irish from Bill Irish

George Stoney Bennett (husband) and Luella
Long (aunt) from Marion Bennett

John Beham from Becky Beham

Dolores & Bernard Lyons from Becky Wilson

Parents—James & Louise Butts from Jim
Butts & Linda Houston

Our Parents from Rob & Lynne Ricart

Phillip Warner from Kirk & Christy Warner
Loved Ones from Jim Boyd

Dave & Betty Eaton (parents) from Barb Clark
Paul & Marilyn Nyberg from Dave & Diane
Sheffer

Where Does the Word “Easter” Come From?
Researched and written by Taylor Powell
Easter is the day where we celebrate the presence and power of
the risen Christ. This word comes from an old English word
related to dawn and shining. This corresponds with the fact that
we stand in the light of the resurrection to see a new creation,
and power of the risen Christ in his church. Theologically, the
faith we claim and the life we live depend on the affirmation,
celebration, and proclamation of Christ’s resurrection. It is also
especially appropriate to celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism.
Easter also refers not only to a single day, but to a whole season
of celebration in the Christian year. It spans through fifty days
(seven weeks) between the Resurrection of the Lord and the
Day of Pentecost, and encompasses the Ascension of the Lord.
The seven weeks of Easter make up a symbol in time of the
fullness and abundance of God’s grace.
Easter brings the joy of the great mystery of the Christian
faith—that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.

Worship & Music
Opportunities for YOU
Dr. Sarah Kahl—Interim Music Coordinator

Do you like to sing?
Are you looking to be more involved with
Worship & Music?
Are you interested in joining the choir at COTC?

We would love to have you and
your voice here at COTC!
Contact Sarah Kahl via her cell at
(701) 830-0104 or the church office on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings between
8:30am-11:00am.

Taken from the Book of Common Worship prepared by the
Office of Theology and Worship for the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.)

What have we done today?
We shall do much in the years to come,
During the last few days of Lent we reflect on the last few
days of Jesus' life on Earth. Maundy Thursday is the day
we recognize as The day of the Last Supper. The Last
Supper is when Jesus and his disciples all gathered for one
final meal together before Jesus was to carry his cross to
his crucifixion. The song, Table Vibes, from my latest
album, Out of the Blue: Wonders, is my view on what that
meal would have been like.
"Give me something I can feel, Something that'll make me
chill for real Sending prayer vibes up as I kneel Eating
with my team, oh, that's a Happy Meal"

But what have you done today?
We shall give our gold in a princely way,
But what did we give today?

We shall lift the heart and dry the tear,
We shall speak the words in the place of fear,
But what did we speak today?
We shall be so kind in the after while
But what have we been today?

I feel like when anyone is in their final days they would
want their loved ones to remember them in good energy
doing good things and being joyous and that's how we
remember Jesus! Doing great things during his life,
healing, feeding, and spreading God's love and message to
those he met.

We shall bring to each lonely life a smile,

"Pray the Lord bless this food that I'm eating, Pray the
Lord bless this cup that I'm drinking, Pray the Lord keep
me afloat away from sinking Pray the Lord keep me woke,
three eye seeing"

We shall feed the hungry souls on earth,

But what did we bring today?
We shall give to truth a grander birth
And to steadfast faith a deeper worth
But whom have we fed today?

These are the things our souls must ask,
What have we done today.

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers

Written and submitted by Elle Shepherd.
Thank you so much!

Plumwood Presbyterian Church:
Christians in Pakistan
Since I was first ordained to ministry, I have been working with a
small church in Pakistan which named itself “Plumwood” (in
honor of my first two parishes that originally supported the
work). When I came to Erie, Plumwood came with me.
Graciously, this church’s Mission Committee has continued to
fund the work of the Plumwood Church in quarterly payments.
At the present time, Plumwood is paying down a land contract so
that they can finally have a church building of their very own.
The original price for the land was $7,000. So far, $5,000 has
already been paid off. What a blessing that is! A little bit of the
money also goes to buying Bibles for the church and its
members. Bibles cost about $6US. Throughout the time I’ve
been working with Plumwood, various funding sources have
been able to provide nearly 300 Bibles for church members!
The Plumwood Presbyterian Church was started by three
families in a rural and heavily Muslim part of Pakistan (I cannot
disclose the actual area for safety and security reasons). The
contact that I have with the church, Pastor Samuel, is one of the
pastors of the church (and the only person who speaks English).
They continue to meet at either Samuel or another Pastor’s home
as they don’t have the building and land of their own yet (but
soon will!)

Sunday
Worship

While they started with just three families, they have expanded
and welcome HUNDREDS of people every Sunday to the
congregation. Throughout the week, the pastors go from village
to village sharing the Gospel and doing whatever charitable
works they can. They have been known to travel eight or more
hours on a motorbike to reach villages that are more remote
from their town. They have also held events akin to what we
would know as Vacation Bible School, and have regular Bible
studies for men and women of all ages.

Part of the work of the Plumwood Church that I find fascinating
is that through Bible studies they are able to help reduce the
illiteracy rate, especially among women and girls. In most
Muslim dominated areas, women and girls have little chance of
ever learning to read or write. What else is fascinating is that
women and men worship together on Sundays (an act forbidden
by Islamic law) and women receive baptism just as men do.
The work of Plumwood is ultimately about carrying the Good
News of Christ to all people they interact with. They work to
live according to the Gospel and care for those around them. But
the deeper work is being seen in that women and girls are
learning to read and write in their mother tongue (Urdu) which
will afford them the opportunity for further education and
training. As you can see, the dollars we send to Plumwood are
truly having a life changing impact on those who receive them.
I have included myriad pictures here of Plumwood events
(worship, baptism, children’s education, etc.). Please pray with
me as we pray for our sisters and brothers in Pakistan!
Peace and Joy,

Rev. Drew Himes

Plumwood Presbyterian
Church Pictures

Pastor Samuel leading folks out of church on Sunday
Palm Sunday Parade

Entire family joined the church
Baptism in the river

Children praying

Group of church members receive their bibles

Thank You Letters
Dear Rev Himes,
Thank you for your generous offer to donate items from the (cancelled)
church rummage sale to the Erie Field Office of the U.S. Committee for
Refugees and Immigrants. Our case managers selected many good
winter coats, items of furniture, housewares, and kitchenware. Several
new families arrived recently, and the church donations contributed to
their welcome and foundational fresh start in the United States.

Humorous Church Wisdom
Prayer:
Don't give God instructions,
just report for duty!

With appreciation,

Gretchen S. Fairley, Development Associate
Taylor,

The task ahead of us is never as
great as the Power behind us.

Nice job on “View From the Hill.” God bless you and Drew and the
staff. I pray for you daily.
Mary McConnell
Church Family,
We want to thank everyone for the support and love given to our family.
The cards and messages felt like hugs. Thank all of you for being a blessing.
Church of the Cross,
A blessing is….just what you need, right when you need it.

With love,

The Schiefelbein Family
Dear Pastor,
Thank you for your gift to the Erie City Mission. Together, we are helping so
many of Erie’s residents find hope, and are giving them a chance to live
transformed lives. God Bless You, Church of the Cross, for your generosity to
the Mission’s Food Service and Thanksgiving Turkeys distribution!
God Bless You — Steve

We don't change the message,
the message changes us.

The best mathematical equation
I have ever seen:
1 cross + 3 nails = 4 given.
Thank you Marijane Dillon
for these submissions!

GETTING INVOLVED IN WORSHIP
We are extending an opportunity for YOU to
be involved in worship! If you are interested in
assisting on a Sunday morning with reading,
PLEASE contact Pastor Drew via phone or
email and he will get you scheduled in. After all
this is your church and it’s great to see more
faces and hear more voices assisting with
worship.

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you! The
arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with
items around the house.

You could:

The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:

-Read a Scripture

Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10 on
how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.

-Lead a prayer
-Give a children’s message

Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set has
an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a picture
format.

-You could preach a message (This requires being

Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities

an ordained Elder; and would also need some coaching, mentorship, and oversight by Pastor Drew).
NOTE: You do not have to be an elder to assist with
worship; you don’t even have to be an official member
of the church. Worship is the act of ALL of God’s
people and all are welcome to assist.

Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads the
weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children can
follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenk for getting this live on the COTC website. Also
to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information and to
Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart.”
~Proverbs 3:5
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

Saturday

2

Maundy Thursday
Service—7pm
4

5

6

7

8:00 – AA

9

10

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

9:50am Worship—
Online or in-person

8

3

8:00 – AA

11
9:50am Worship—

12

13

Online or in-person

14
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

18

19

20

16

21

22

23

9:50am Worship—
Online or in-person

26
May newsletter
submission
deadline

Food Pantry Items
4th—Spaghetti & sauce
11th—Mac & Cheese & Peanut Butter
18th—tuna & canned spaghetti

25th—Cereal & Baked Beans

27

8:00 – AA

29

28
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

24

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30

7:00pm-Session Meeting

25

17

8:00 – AA

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

9:50am Worship—
Online or in-person

15
Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30

30

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30

For Zoom information email or
call Pastor Drew

