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Sunday Worship Service—
Online only @ 10am

Return Service
Requested

Loving God

Serving in Jesus’ Name

IN-PERSON WORSHIP : SUSPENDED
(PLEASE READ CAREFULLY)

Follow our Facebook page to join into live
worship every Sunday at 9:50 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie
Check our website page for updates, live and
past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

Your Session and Pastor Drew have spoken and prayerfully
considered our current system of in-person worship. While
we have an excellent and safe system, the safest system yet
is to not have a group of unrelated people in the building on
Sundays. One less location where spread can occur and also
making a visual statement to the community that we believe
people need to remain in their homes to help get this
massive spread under control.
Therefore, in-person worship is suspended until some
time in 2021 and we will continue with virtual only until
that time.
This decision will be re-evaluated
by the Session during their
regular monthly meeting(s). We
still require that all who visit
COTC must have a COTC
COVID-19 waiver signed and on
file in the COTC office .

Blessings & Stay Safe

Christian Education
Join us for a special Lenten
book study:
Wednesday nights beginning

February 24th @ 7PM

What Can Zoom
Do For You?




Therefore, you’re invited to use it for:
+Bible studies

via Zoom

+Prayer meetings
+Book discussion groups

Books are available AT NO COST in the
office. Contact Pastor Drew to receive a copy.

+Family get togethers


Contact Pastor Drew for the Zoom log-in information

COTC owns a subscription to Zoom video
conferencing

There is NO charge for this service as the
church already pays for the subscription

Coordination for setting up a Zoom meeting (one
day or recurring) can be directed to Pastor Drew.

Contact Pastor Drew for more information!

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven… God has made everything suitable for its time; moreover God has
put a sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what
God has done from the beginning to the end.”
Ecclesiastes 3:1, 11

Maybe you’ve heard that old saying about the month of March: In like a
lion and out like a lamb. March has always been an odd month for those of
us who have grown up in the snowy parts of the US. I know for me I can
remember back to when I played baseball. We would begin our Spring
training in January. It was always so snowy in the beginning, but by the
middle of March it had warmed up enough for us to go outside and begin
getting ready for the season on the diamond.
March, we could say is a liminal month. Liminality is defined as relating
to a transitional or initial stage of a process or occupying a position at, or
on both sides of, a boundary or threshold. The word liminal comes from
the Latin limen which means threshold. In the study of the anthropology of
religion the term is often applied to religious rites or rituals or movements
in worship. However, there are liminal spaces and events in all of our lives
every single day. For example: a door frame is liminal space from one
room to the next. Standing in line at the airport is a liminal experience of
taking you from your working life to a life of vacation and recreation.
The Bible, while never using the words liminal or liminality, has something to say about transition experiences. This excerpt above is taken from
the famous passage of Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 which is read most often at
funerals (but I’ve also heard it at weddings and other occasions for
worship). The author of Ecclesiastes, Qohelet (pronounced co-hell-et;
Hebrew for “the teacher”) writes about seasons in these verses. His
intention in these lines is to say that life is not made up of clearly defined
periods of time. Instead, our lives are full of seasons. And seasons, as
we’re all aware, bleed one into the next. Just think of the month of March:
at 9am you may be wearing a winter coat and hat, but by 4pm you have
thrown off the jacket and have to wear sunglasses with your car window
cracked.
Pastor 1

March, I pray, is a liminal month for us in other ways too. I pray that it is a
meaningful month in your Lenten journeys as we all travel together from
the darkness, pain, and sadness of Ash Wednesday when we have looked
deeply at our shame and sinfulness and grow closer to the liberation of
Easter. I also pray that March is a liminal month in that we are that much
closer to being able to regather for worship and “regular” life.
Liminal experiences in our lives serve a purpose. There is preparation;
there is reflection; there is introspective searching. Liminal experiences,
like the last 12+ months have given us a lot of time to reflect on a lot of
topics. Things we, sadly, put off for too long or too easily took for granted
or simply overlooked have been thrust right in front of our faces. It was
only in the loss of other things that we truly realized the worth of life.
Time with family and friends; being able to linger after worship and talk
to one another; spending time breaking bread over a common table are all
things we’ve surrendered during this liminal season of pandemic.
If we come out of this pandemic without having learned something about
ourselves and have not refocused our hearts and minds on what is truly
most important, than we have ignored this season of loss, reflection, and
deep searching. I can’t say that God put COVID-19 into our midst to slow
us down and to make us more reflective; I think that there’s a lot of bad
theology in concluding that.
This doesn’t mean, however, that God did not take full advantage of this
situation to teach us all something. During these past 12 months we’ve
seen the richest country in the world, ours, come to a grinding halt as
people have starved, been without homes, and infrastructure has crumbled.
The economy that we thought was so untouchable was dropped to its
knees by a microorganism 1/16th the size of a human hair. We’ve watched
our healthcare system, the most costly one of all developed nations, reach
a critical breaking point and having to have discussions of rationing care
and resources. We’ve watched and wondered how we can move an
infantry division of 18,000 soldiers 20,000+ miles away in under 24 hours
and yet we can’t figure out how to get vaccine distributed and into the
arms of our fellow citizens with any sense of consistency or equity. At the
same time we saw people like Jeff Bezos (+$90.1 billion) and Elon Musk
(+$68.2 billion) add to their wealth while average folks were trying to
figure out how to feed themselves or keep their heat on when they lost
their jobs and the government did not want to provide consistent financial
assistance.
Pastor 2

If we have learned nothing about income inequality, racial
injustice, healthcare disparities, and greed during these last
12+months than we’ve had our heads buried in the sand. So
many ugly, broken things became utterly apparent when the
world slowed down and God started pointing out a lot of these
truths to us, hoping that we would change our hearts and minds
when everything else was stripped away from us.
The pandemic, in a way, acted as a liminal event. It transported
us from one set of circumstances to another and made us think,
again, about life and the operation of the world. These 12 months
have allowed us to see what is not right, just, or holy and to
begin to dismantle these broken systems and work more fully for
the coming of God’s Kindom here on earth.
We have to examine ourselves and ask: Are we ready to pass
through this liminal space having learned the lessons we needed
to along the way? Are we ready to pass through to the other side
with these lessons and ready to implement the knowledge we’ve
gained? Are we ready to finally start advocating for justice,
fairness, and equity in our human systems? Are we going to start
taking more notice of the broken ways of the world and work
hard to fix them in whatever ways we can? Have we been
listening as God taught us the things we needed to learn and
we’re ready now to obey God’s teachings?

What have you learned in these 12+months? What has this
liminal experience been like for you? Are you ready, or more
ready, to now work for God’s justice and love in the world? Are
you ready to be fully part of Jesus’ renewing and redeeming
work?
Peace and Joy,

Rev. Drew Himes
Pastor 3

CROP Hunger Walk
COTC ranked in the top 100 fundraising teams nationally for 2020!
COTC was given a certificate and recognized as the CREAM of the
CROP! Congratulations COTC!

WELLNESS TIPS
•

•

•

•

•

•

Wear your mask and stay six (6’) feet apart in
social situations

•

Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm

Wash your hands often (warm, soapy water
for at least 20 seconds)
Keep a regular sleeping/eating schedule

Fri 9am-1pm

•

Carry out activities that improve your
physical and mental well-being (light
exercise; walking; eat healthy)
If you’re feeling overwhelmed, anxious,
depressed, sad, ask for help (Pastor Drew is
always ready to help with this)
Check in on family, friends, and neighbors
(especially those unable to get out or use
technology to connect)

Office hours:

•

•

COTC’s Gym remains closed to the
public until further notice. This was
updated by Session on 12/09/2020.
Please continue to mail in your
contributions.
Wednesday evening: Adult Study via
Zoom.

2021 Attendance Stats

(Totals and Weekly Averages)
Facebook (January 1st—February 21st)
Total Reach of Videos: 2,299
Total Engagement w/videos: 1,258

Total Views of Videos: 1,904*
Average Reach of Video (weekly): 255
Average Engagement w/Video: 140
Average Views: 212*
Reach/Engagement percentage: 54% (goal is 25%)

Definition of Terms
Reach: Facebook reach is the number of unique people
who saw your content.
Engagement: Facebook engagement is any action someone
takes on your Facebook Page or one of your posts (in this
case, engagement numbers are for worship videos only)
Views: Total number of times a video is watched by any
number of people.

*Estimated; exact numbers unknown as couples and
family units participate in worship together. Therefore,
the numbers are slightly higher than what is reported.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!

Next Session Meeting:

Don Wolfe—3/09

Jennifer Cain—3/18

Shirley Pecora—3/10

Jim Daniel—3/22

Virginia Hagan—3/11

Matthew Trott—3/25

Valgean Smeltzer—3/13

Jennifer Miller—3/29

Thomas Pendleton—3/14 William Callahan—3/30

March 10th

Betty Torrance—3/15

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of
January:
Budgeted Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$35,103

$70,890*

$44,627

Missions Budget

$7,035

$6,942

$2,751

Per Capita Receipts

$746

*This number reflects the $27,862 of PPP Payroll Protection Funds

The Per Capita assessment for 2021 is
$32.00 per member

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Robert & Margaret Lindenberger—3/16
Dave & Diane Sheffer—3/25

Researched and written by Taylor Powell
St. Patrick was born in Britain to a wealthy family and it is speculated that
his father was a Christian deacon in the fourth century. When he was 16, he
was taken prisoner by a group of Irish raiders who attacked his family’s
estate and taken to Ireland to be in captivity for six years.
During Patrick’s captivity, he worked as a shepherd. He turned to religion for
solace, becoming a devout Christian. It is also said that he had the dream of
converting Irish people to Christianity. Based on what Patrick wrote, he
believed he heard God speak to him in a dream, telling him it was time to
leave Ireland. This lead to Patrick’s escape as he walked nearly 200 miles
from County Mayo. He then escaped to Britain where he experienced his
second revelation—he dreamed that an angel told him to return to Ireland as
a missionary. Patrick then began his religious training for over 15 years and
after his orientation as a priest, he went to Ireland to minister to Christians
and convert the Irish.
Although St. Patrick was known as a patron saint of Ireland, he was actually
never canonized by the Catholic Church, simply because of the era he lived
in. After he became a priest and helped spread Christianity throughout
Ireland, he was likely proclaimed a saint by popular acclaim.
St. Patrick’s Day was established in the 17th century to celebrate the
anniversary of the death of St. Patrick on March 17th, around 460 A.D. Irish
families traditionally attend church in the morning of this holiday and
celebrate in the afternoon. Even though there were Lenten prohibitions
against the consumption of meat, it was waived for this holiday and people
would feast on the traditional meal of Irish bacon and cabbage.
Fun Fact: Celtic folklore has its own holiday on May 17th which displays
leprechauns, three-leaf clovers, and more, but they are also celebrated on
March 17th. This also lead to the Americanized, good-natured leprechaun’s
becoming the main symbol of St. Patrick’s Day.

Lately, I've been a busy bee. The term that I use for someone
with many jobs is someone with 'many different hats', and I feel
like I've had all the hats on lately. It is important to make sure
you have rest though; my one friend said to me that it's good to
give my time to other people but I'm doing them and myself a
disservice by not resting and being at my peak performance to
help or assist them, and she was right. If not then I'm only
giving part of my full potential and if I'm not giving my all at
any moment when I should, then it could have cascading effects
and possibly cause more clean up down the line. It's honestly
best to focus on self care first, and then help others. Airplane
oxygen mask rules: Help yourself first, then others Life is all
about making every second count; every moment. This month I
chose a song that I feel captures this message, Every Hour by
Kanye West - well, Kanye, but not Kanye. This is the opening
song on his latest album, "JESUS IS KING" which features
Kanye's Sunday Service Choir, directed by Jason White. The
Sunday Service Choir also has their own album, "Jesus Is
Born" which is equally as great as Kanye's album and definitely
worth a listen. The Choir is massive with over 50 members and
their sound is so empowering with all the voices combined.
"Sing every hour (Every hour, 'til the power) Every minute
(Every minute, of the Lord) Every second (Every second,
comes) Sing each and every millisecond (Down) We need you
(We need you, sing 'til the power) We need you (We need you, of
the Lord) We need you (Comes) Oh, we need you (Down)"
Yeshuwa 1

To really dissect this song it definitely takes a few listens, but
the complexity and the amount of energy and power in this
song make it what it is. The piano is spunky and joyous, the
bass carries the melody, and all of the vocals are very
uplifting.
“Sing 'til the power of the Lord comes down ('Cause when we
sing the glory of the Lord comes down, down)”

I heard a saying when I was younger that when you sing, you
pray twice, this line reinforces that lesson too. It might sound
kind of hard to sing 'each and every millisecond' but when we
follow Christ and live in His image, then our spirits sing
longer than a lifetime.

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers

“Sunday Service Choir.” Wikipedia, Wikimedia Foundation, 22 Feb. 2021,
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunday Service Choir.
Yeshuwa 2

Worship & Music
Opportunities for YOU
Dr. Sarah Kahl—Interim Music Coordinator

Easter
Flowers
Easter Flower orders to decorate our worship area on Easter
morning. This year we have three options:
Daffodils - $6.50 each

Do you like to sing?
Are you looking to be more involved with
Worship & Music?
Are you interested in joining the choir at COTC?

Hyacinths - $6.50 each
Tulips - $6.50 each

Our deadline for ordering is March 29th.
Please fill out the form and either email/call/visit the office before
March 29th.
This is how your information will appear in various announcements.

We would love to have you and
your voice here at COTC!
Contact Sarah Kahl via her cell at
(701) 830-0104 or the church office on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings between
8:30am-11:00am.

Call the office to arrange a pick up for flowers after Easter worship.

Name: ______________________________ Phone: _______________
In honor of: _______________________________________________
In memory of: _____________________________________________
No. of Daffodils at $6.50 each: _____
No. of Hyacinths at $6.50 each _____
No. of Tulips at $6.50 each: _____
Total Due: $______________
Please include payment with order form.
Either mail or visit the office to turn in payment.

Thank You Letters
Dear members,
Thank you so much for your generous donation to West
Millcreek Food Pantry. The pandemic certainly has taken
its toll on our clients and new ones as well.

Sincerely,

Director Carol & Volunteers
February 2, 2021
The COTC newsletter is such a joy and keeps us connected to
what is going on at the church. The format is outstanding.
Thank you for all that you are doing to keep the church visible,
viable, and filled with God’s Spirit during this time of the virtual
contact with so many people.
Blessings,
Judy & John Benedict

Humorous Church Wisdom
God Himself doesn't propose
to judge a man until

he is dead. So why should
you?
Some minds are like concrete

Thoroughly mixed up and
permanently set.
Be ye fishers of men.

You catch 'em - He'll clean

Members of the Church of the Cross,
There is so much to pray for in these troubling times. And so
much to be grateful for. Emmaus offers prayers of gratitude
for your generosity during this holiday season. Thank you.
Thank you for your kindness to the children of the Kids café!

~All of us at Emmaus Ministries

Peace starts with a smile.
Thank you Marijane Dillon for
these hilarious submissions!

GETTING INVOLVED IN WORSHIP
We are extending an opportunity for YOU to
be involved in worship! If you are interested in
assisting on a Sunday morning with reading,
PLEASE contact Pastor Drew via phone or
email and he will get you scheduled in. After all
this is your church and it’s great to see more
faces and hear more voices assisting with
worship.

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great
resource which we were using here at the church prior to the
pandemic. It is a ready built lesson that needs no lead time,
special talents, or the like. Everything is right there for you! The
arts and crafts and other projects can easily be completed with
items around the house.

You could:

The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:

-Read a Scripture

Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10 on
how to adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers
suggests, alternate activities, and the like.

-Lead a prayer
-Give a children’s message

Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set has
an appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a picture
format.

-You could preach a message (This requires being

Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for
discussion, prayers, and activities

an ordained Elder; and would also need some coaching, mentorship, and oversight by Pastor Drew).
NOTE: You do not have to be an elder to assist with
worship; you don’t even have to be an official member
of the church. Worship is the act of ALL of God’s
people and all are welcome to assist.

Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads the
weekly story so that you don’t have to and the children can follow along.
Many thanks to Nate Schenk for getting this live on the COTC website. Also
to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information and to
Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

COTC MISSION FOR A MONTH

“LOVE ONE ANOTHER”
Anonymous Acts of Love
Made soup and left it on the door step of a friend recovering from COVID.

Left flowers on the porch of a struggling friend.
Took a friend to dinner to listen as things are tough for her.
Drove an hour to have lunch with my Aunt.
Mostly just prayed A LOT for some people.
Sent a Wegman’s gift card to a friend anonymously who’s
unemployed
Called 2 recent widowers
Sent more times than usual amounts of money to the
Food Pantry

Tipped the drive-thru workers

Think SPRING!

I come to the garden alone,
while the dew is still on the roses…..

Spring is just around the corner. Here are some ideas for your garden!

FOR THE GARDEN YOUR DAILY LIVING PLANT THREE
ROWS OF PEAS:
1. Peas of mind
2. Peas of heart
3. Peas of soul
PLANT FOUR ROWS OF SQUASH:
1. Squash gossip
2. Squash indifference
3. Squash grumbling
4. Squash selfishness
PLANT FOUR ROWS OF LETTUCE:
1. Lettuce be faithful
2. Lettuce be kind
3. Lettuce be patient
4. Lettuce really love one another
NO GARDEN WITHOUT TURNIPS:
1. Turnip for meetings
2. Turnip for service
3. Turnip to help one another
TO CONCLUDE OUR GARDEN WE MUST HAVE THYME:
1. Thyme for each other
2. Thyme for family
3. Thyme for friends

WATER FREELY WITH PATIENCE AND CULTIVATE
WITH LOVE. THERE IS MUCH FRUIT IN YOUR
GARDEN BECAUSE YOU REAP WHAT YOU SOW.

Thank You Marion Bennett for sending us
this beautiful submission!

March for Missions!
Hey COTC! Punxsutawney Phil said we’d have
6 more weeks of bad weather, so we are almost
out of the woods! So plan on warm, sunny days
as of St. Patrick’s day! Better still, we’re beginning to get our vaccines, AND our Covid counts
are beginning to decline! Hopefully in ten
months, we’ll be able to celebrate a glorious
Christmas with our related families as well as
our church families! In the meantime, we could
focus on those who are less fortunate.
One thought - perhaps you received a stimulus
payment of which you could reserve a small
portion to help others? We have a wonderful
new mission opportunity for our congregation
for the month of March! We’d like to “adopt”
the Mercy Center for Women! If you could pick
up anything on the list attached when you’re
out shopping, that would be greatly appreciated!
And if you’d prefer, you could write a small
check to COTC and designate “March Mission”
on the memo line, and we’ll purchase the items
for you! Either way would be wonderful! Read
on about the Mercy Center for Women!

Mercy Center for Women
They provide:
Safe and Supportive transitional housing,
education and counseling for homeless women with or
without children.
• Connections with social service agencies and
volunteers to form a network of ongoing support,
mentoring and education to our residents and women
in the community.
• An environment based on spirituality and ethical
values.
Their wish list for children:
•

•

Diapers: sizes 2, 3, & 6

Pull-ups: sizes 4T
• Baby wipes
•

Their wish list for adults: Move Out Kits. When the
MCW residents are ready to transition to selfsufficiency, they provide them with a Move-Out Kit.
When you donate these items, you help a family get a
fresh start in their new lives!
New pillows/sheets (twin and full size, please)
• New towels
•
•

New shower curtain/liner

•

Cookware

Flatware
• Dinnerware
•
•

Kitchen/cooking utensils

•

Cleaning supplies

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart.”
~Proverbs 3:5
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday

Thursday

2

Friday

3
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

4

Saturday

5

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30

6
8:00 – AA

7pm—Zoom Bible Study

7

8

9

9:50am Worship—
Online on Facebook or
COTC’s main page

14

10
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym
7:00pm-Session Meeting

15

16

17
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

9:50am Worship—
Online on Facebook or
COTC’s main page

11

12

13

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30
8:00 – AA

18

19

20

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30

7pm—Zoom Book Study

8:00 – AA

St. Patrick’s Day!

21

22

23

28
9:50am Worship—
Online on Facebook or
COTC’s main page

Food Pantry Items
7th—tuna & canned spaghetti
14th —Spaghetti & sauce
21st— Mac & Cheese & Peanut Butter
28th— Cereal & Baked Beans

24
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

9:50am Worship—
Online on Facebook or
COTC’s main page

7pm—Zoom Book Study

29

30

31
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

7pm—Zoom Book Study

25

26

27

Choir Rehearsal via
Zoom—6pm-7:30
April newsletter
submission deadline

8:00 – AA

April 1st

Maundy Thursday
Service—7pm

For Zoom information email or
call Pastor Drew

