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Pastoral Staff:
Rev. Drew Himes, Pastor
Taylor Powell, Office Administrator
Dr. Sarah Kahl, Music & Pianist
Amy Fugate, Bell Choir Director
Yeshuwa Myers, Sound Technician

Church Office Hours:
Monday – Thursday 8:00am-1:00pm
Friday — 9:00am-1:00pm

Sunday Worship Service—
Online only @ 10am

Connecting with Others

Loving God

Serving in Jesus’ Name

IN-PERSON WORSHIP : SUSPENDED
(PLEASE READ CAREFULLY)

Follow our Facebook page to join into live
worship every Sunday at 10 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie
Check our website page for updates, live and
past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

Your Session and Pastor Drew have spoken and prayerfully
considered our current system of in-person worship. While
we have an excellent and safe system, the safest system yet
is to not have a group of unrelated people in the building on
Sundays. One less location where spread can occur and also
making a visual statement to the community that we believe
people need to remain in their homes to help get this
massive spread under control.
Therefore, in-person worship is suspended until some
time in 2021 and we will continue with virtual only until
that time.
This decision will be re-evaluated
by the Session during their
regularly stated meeting in
January. We still require that all
who visit COTC must have a
COTC COVID-19 waiver signed
and on file in the COTC office .

Blessings & Stay Safe

Christian Education
We continue to study Wisdom
Literature every Wednesday at
7 PM via Zoom. While we are
currently looking at Job, soon
we will move onto Ecclesiastes.

Feel free to join us
any Wednesday!
Contact Pastor Drew for the Zoom log-in information

“O come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!” Psalm 95:1
“O sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.” Psalm 96:1
“The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice;
let the many coastlands be glad!” Psalm 97:1
“O sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous things.” Psalm 98:1
“The Lord is king; let the peoples tremble!
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!” Psalm 99:1
“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.” Psalm 100:1

Beginnings.
We’ve begun a brand-new year and we are all HAPPY to leave 2020 behind.

For centuries, various religions and cultures of the world have viewed the
transition from an old year into a new one as literally dying and being
born again. Some cultures, like the Mayans, believed that the world ended
at the end of the year and was made brand new when the next year began.
Our Jewish sisters and brothers make the new year (which is celebrated
for them in the fall) a big, big deal. They take the commands of Leviticus
23:23-32 quite seriously in this regard. The Biblical name for this new
year celebration is Yom Teurah which means quite literally “day of noise
making.” We know this holiday as Rosh HaShanah which means “head of
the year.” During Rosh HaShanah, Jewish people say to one another,
“l'shanah tovah tikatevu ve techatemu” which means, “May you be
inscribed in the Book of Life for a sweet (or good) year.” On Rosh
HaShanah, Jewish people often eat apple slices dipped in honey to recall
this blessing. Rosh HaShanah is a holy day to read Genesis 1 and 2 and
contemplate the meaning of Creation again. It also begins a 10 day cycle
of introspection and prayer that culminates in Erev Yom Kippur and then
Yom Kippur (the Eve of the Day of Atonement and the Day of
Atonement, respectively).
Pastor 1

In the Christian liturgical calendar, there is no central celebration
of the New Year. Many churches have local traditions that they
carry out. However, there is no special holy day for us to focus
around, like Christmas, the Baptism of the Lord, or the like.
This new year, like no other, it is time for us to sing a new song.
By the end of this year, it is my sincere prayer that COVID will
be a thing of the past and we will all be back together again
worshipping, visiting family, and having some semblance of what
we once knew, although I’m quite sure life is forever different
now.
So, it’s time for us to sing a new song.
What will that new song be for us in our life together in 2021?
How will you renew your faith and commitment to love and serve
Christ this year? What will you give to your church and your
community?
When the lockdowns are ended and the vaccine is much more
abundantly spread out and we have achieved herd immunity, we
will be able to come out from our houses and come back together
again (or at least that’s what the scientists are thinking). And so,
we have to be ready to sing a new song.
We have to look forward to this year (and the years to come) as
an opportunity that God has given to us to sing these new songs.
Sure, we love the old songs…but now is the time to sing new
ones (and if you haven’t figured it out yet, I’m not talking about
worship music. This is all a metaphor).
So, what new song will we sing? How will we engage more
deeply in our community? How will we renew our faith? How
will we be the body of believers that God desires for us to be?
I ask you all to be in deep, reflective prayer. How can we make
COTC new again? What will it take for us?
Pastor 2

We all talk often about wanting to see new families and new faces
in worship; but how seriously are we taking that desire? It’s one
thing to talk…it’s another thing to do. So, who will you invite this
year? Who will you reach out to that needs to be part of a
wonderful, warm, loving family such as this one?
How will you grow deeper in your faith? What do you want to do
this new year that you haven’t before? What do you want to go
back to doing that you have long since put off?

Congratulations to COTC for placing in the Top 8 CROP
Hunger Walks in Western Pennsylvania! We are so proud!

How will you engage with your faith again?
On Sunday January 10th I will be leading us, virtually, in a service
of Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant. I would ask you all to
have some water handy on this day; I’ll give you more instructions
when we get there. However, prior to this service, I’d ask you all to
reflect on these questions taken from the liturgy:
“Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways
of sin and renounce evil and its power in the world?”
“Who is your Lord and Savior?”
“Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his word and
showing his love?”
“Will you devote yourself to the church’s teaching and fellowship,
to the breaking of the bread and the prayers?”
In essence, I want you to answer this question: What will your new
song sound like in 2021?
Peace and Joy,

Rev. Drew Himes
Pastor 3

Congratulations to this year’s RED SNEAKER AWARD WINNERS:

MARIJANE DILLON and JIM & SUE OHRN

WELLNESS TIPS
•

Wear your mask and stay six (6’) feet apart in social
situations

•

Wash your hands often (warm, soapy water for at least 20
seconds)

•

Keep a regular sleeping/eating schedule

•

Carry out activities that improve your physical and mental
well-being (light exercise; walking; eat healthy)

•

If you’re feeling overwhelmed, anxious, depressed, sad, ask
for help (Pastor Drew is always ready to help with this)

•

Check in on family, friends, and neighbors (especially those
unable to get out or use technology to connect)

Church Office
•

Office hours:
Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm

Fri 9am-1pm

•

•

•

COTC’s Gym remains closed to the
public until further notice. This was
updated by Session on 12/09/2020.
Please continue to mail in your
contributions.
Wednesday evening: Adult Study via
Zoom.

November 25, 2020

Dear Drew & Elders,

Please accept my gratitude on behalf of the
Presbytery for your per capita payment and your
generous gift to our missions. We have much
good ministry to do together as Presbyterians. I
am grateful to God for all of you.
Peace,

Rev. Keith Sundberg
Transitional Presbyter

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO YOU!

Next Session Meeting:
January 13th

David Gehrlein—1/02

Mary Lou Simpson—1/16

Kathy Wetsell—1/03

Barbara Damico—1/19

Brian Swanson—1/04

Keith Trostle—1/19

Barbara Clark—1/06

Diane Wilson—1/23

Kellee Heidt—1/07

Ashley Whiteman—1/25

Patricia Folmer—1/08

Carolyn Huzinec—1/26

Meredith Sander—1/09

Jim Ohrn—1/26

Bill Irish—1/10

Benjamin Fugate—1/27

Cherish Thomson—1/10 Wayne Pemberton—1/28

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of December:

Zachary Schenck—1/11

Laurie Swanson—1/29

Budgeted

Received

Expenses

James Black—1/13

Andrew Wagner—1/29

Operating Budget

$287,188

$286,268

$246,795

Lori Jacobson—1/30

Missions Budget

$28,772

$28,907

$37,219

Richard Lobb—1/13

Per Capita Receipts

$1,602

Kevin Barbour—1/14

Ruth Johnson—1/31

Randall Schiefelbein—1/14

Dakota Wood—1/31

The Per Capita assessment for 2021 is $31.50 per member

COTC 2020 Memories

2021 Hopes & Dreams

We asked members of COTC to share with us a memory from 2020
that they cherish and remember! Here are their beautiful stories!

We asked members of COTC to share with us a hope and dream that
they have for 2021! Together, let us imagine it being a wonderful year!

“I hope to have fun in twenty-twenty
one!” ~Marijane Dillon
“That we would all have learned something very meaningful from our 2020
virus/quarantine. Something that God
has put on our heart to expand our
higher self forever.....” ~Barb Clark
“I hope for a better year ~Ron George

Janice Daeschner: “This is a picture from our
50th wedding anniversary party. The party was
on June 27th and even though we couldn’t have
many friends as we would have liked, all our
children and grandchildren were able to attend.”

“I wish a cure for all the life threatening
diseases.” ~Anonymous
“To make more beautiful memories with
my family & friends!” ~Taylor Powell
“Connecting with others by having robust, in person discussion
of issues facing society from all political perspectives, without
bitter partisanship and without judgment...much like various
religions, we may all have personal beliefs that differ...
Let’s not go to war over those differences, but support each
other to love God and service in Jesus’ name.” ~Matt Trott

"I'm so blessed, and I probably don't deserve all this And I know that, yeah,
I know that I'm a mess But you see more than the surface (yeah, yeah) Girl,
you more than beautiful, you perfect, oh, oh"

Ladies and gentlemen, it appears we have made it through the storm that
was 2020 and we have made it into a brand new year that I hope is the
opposite from all of the racism, hate, disease, and other unfortunate events
that 2020 had us experience. After a storm it still takes a little bit for the
sky and land to get back to normalcy it once was at, but I believe we're on
our way back to the good days, or at least better ones.
To start off 2021 I chose the song Universe by Ty Dolla $ign featuring
Kehlani. I chose this song because of its uplifting sound, motivating
lyrics, and the feeling it gave me of being unstoppable matches the vibe I
want everyone to feel in this new year. The opening guitar riffs are a
signature of Ty Dolla's sound as he is also a music producer who produces
much of his own music. I heard of Ty Dolla $ign around 2011 around the
time when he was releasing his Beach House and Beach House II series of
albums online. Then he was on songs with some of my favorite artists,
like Wiz Khalifa, who eventually ended up signing Ty to his Taylor Gang
Records in 2013 when he starting releasing singles like Paranoid which
peaked at number 29 on the Billboard Hot 100 charts.
The chorus carries the feeling through the track with lyrics that give me a
great feeling and one I plan to carry through the new year:
"The Universe must want me to win, I'm happier than I've ever been, ever
been, yeah Feeling this good must be a sin, The Universe must want me to
win, yeah"
Ty Dolla $ign is one of my favorite artists because of his ability so sing
and play guitar. This song is unlike his regular style which is quite secular
but this song, and the album it is on, featuring Ty Dolla $ign, is more
spiritual than his previous work. This makes me super excited for the
Hip-Hop/Rap genre to have more mainstream artists with bigger names
pushing a spiritual influence! Kanye West, who is close with Ty Dolla
$ign, is another Hip-Hop artist (that I've also mentioned in previous
reviews, like Jesus Walks) also has songs with similar messages.

Yeshuwa 1

The second verse Ty Dolla has Khelani on the vocals. I've heard of people
claiming that sometimes we replace the name of God for the universe.
While this may have some merit, it is more inviting to people who have
differing beliefs. In my opinion, it's more important that we all worship a
higher power that encourages us to be kind, treat other people with respect,
and to be forgiving is what really counts. Showing and spreading God's
Love is what matters, not the name we call God by. However, Khelani does
mention God in her verse:

"Did it hurt when you came down to fall like that? Stuck the landin' of
course 'cause you're raw like that Should've known it was God with no flaws
like that All and all in that, I'd risk it all for that"
Khelani's voice sounds amazing backed by the guitar strings. Khelani's been
in my playlists since 2016 and her growth as an artist is prevalent in this
song. The Hip-Hop scene could use more multitalented female artists like
her who sing, rap, and dance.
I hope this year is much more prosperous for everyone than last year was.
The combination of different types of misfortune was out of control. I hope
2021 is healthier, more loving, more accepting, and more thoughtful of
everyone and for everyone, and I pray you all feel God and the universe on
your side this year!

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers
Yeshuwa Myers just released a new double
album, Out of the Blue: Signs & Out of the
Blue: Wonders which are both available on
Spotify, Apple Music, iTunes, & Amazon
Music!
Fun Fact: Signs and Wonders refers to
experiences that are perceived to be
miraculous as being normative in modern
Christian beliefs! Thank you to Pastor Drew for all the spiritual guidance that
helped influence the album!
Yeshuwa 2

What do you like to do during your free time? Make good memories.

Birthday: June 10th
What are your dreams and ambitions?
I live out my dreams and my ambitions are just working to achieve those
dreams. I want the pandemic to end so I can do shows!

Occupation: Pianist, Teacher, and Mother
Wedding Anniversary: July 1st
Education: DMA in Piano Performance &

If you could have any super power, which one would you choose?

Pedagogy from The University of Kansas

To be able to read minds so that I can know what people’s honest thoughts and
opinions are.

Masters of Music in Piano Performance & Pedagogy from The University
of Nebraska-Lincoln

What living celebrity do you most identify with?

Bachelor of Music in Music Education from Concordia College in
Moorhead Minnesota

Wiz Khalifa, people call me a Wiz Khalifa disciple.
How would you spend 100 million dollars? I’d get a studio.
If you were a bagel, what kind of bagel would you be?
A maple bagel. I like bagels and I like syrup, but I haven’t had a maple bagel. I
think it’d be good though!
What’s the funniest thing you’ve witnessed? The COTC Blooper Reel!

Biography: Sarah is originally from Minnesota and is the wife of David
Kahl. Together they have two wonderful sons, Dawson and Everett, ages 9
and 6. She started playing piano when she was four years old and
continued on her path as a pianist and musician through many years of
education and the acquirement of advanced degrees. Sarah and Dave met
when they sang in The Concordia Choir and were both surprised when they
realized they grew up a mile apart from each other, yet never met until
college. Music is very essential to her life and she loves to be out in nature,
go on hikes, visit the beach, read, cook, and spend time with family.

What was your favorite toy as a child?
My Gameboy SP, it folded and had backlight!
What makes you hopeful?
Whenever I need to feel hopeful is when I feel doubtful. And when I feel
doubtful I remember that there are people who support and care for me and
being reminded of those energies is what makes me hopeful.
What’s the strangest meal you’ve eaten?
I was at Carol’s Jr., and a man at the table across the restaurant was eating exactly what I had. I was eating my food and the next time I looked over, he was
gone and there was a pile of puke.

Achievements: Sarah collaborates with many entities and musicians in the
area, including Penn State Behrend, Mercyhurst University, the Erie Philharmonic Chorus, Erie Junior Philharmonic, and Erie Junior Philharmonic
Chorus. She has performed around the country and internationally at the
Bösendorfer Piano Academy in Vienna. Sarah also operates a piano studio
of 15 students and is licensed to teach Musikgarten music and movement
classes for children ages 0-6.

Fun Fact: Sarah likes to simplify and is currently decluttering her home.
Her favorite color is green.

Thank You Letters
A note from Blended Spirits Ranch to Thank You
for your generous gift!
Your support for the ranch and our mission is very
much appreciated!

Humorous Church Wisdom
Don't let your worries get the best of
you; Remember, Moses started out as a
basket case.

Sincerely,
Blended Spirits Ranch
I would like you to know how much I did
appreciate the choir making a visit to my
house. It really brightened this difficult holiday
season and thank you Pastor Drew for keeping
in touch.
Most sincerely,
Carole Bush

Members of the Church of the Cross,
There is so much to pray for in these troubling
times. And so much to be grateful for. Emmaus
offers prayers of gratitude for your generosity
during this holiday season. Thank you.
From all of us at Emmaus, Ministries

Thank You!

Some people are kind, polite,
and sweet-spirited
Until you try to sit in their pews.
Many folks want to serve God,
But only as advisers.
It is easier to preach ten sermons

Than it is to live one.
Thank you Marijane Dillon for
these submissions!

GETTING INVOLVED IN WORSHIP
We are extending an opportunity for YOU to be
involved in worship! If you are interested in
assisting on a Sunday morning with reading,
PLEASE contact Pastor Drew via phone or
email and he will get you scheduled in. Afterall
this is your church and it’s great to see more
faces and hear more voices assisting with
worship.

Children’s education can now be
accessed through the COTC Website!
Simply follow this link: https://cotc.org/childrens-ministry/
The Growing in Grace and Gratitude curriculum is a great resource
which we were using here at the church prior to the pandemic. It is a
ready built lesson that needs no lead time, special talents, or the like.
Everything is right there for you! The arts and crafts and other projects
can easily be completed with items around the house.
The page at the PCUSA Store has different sections:

You could:

-Read a Scripture
-Lead a prayer
-Give a children’s message
-You could preach a message (This requires being

Adaptions-Gives suggestions for children ages 3-5 and 6-10 on how to
adapt the lesson to their learning ability. It offers suggests, alternate
activities, and the like.
Coloring Pages-Exactly what it sounds like; each lesson set has an
appropriate coloring page to reinforce the story in a picture format.
Grace Sightings-A copy of the Bible lesson, questions for discussion,
prayers, and activities

an ordained Elder; and would also need some coaching, Audio Recordings-Exactly what it sounds like; a voice reads the weekly
story so that you don’t have to and the children can follow along.
mentorship, and oversight by Pastor Drew).
NOTE: You do not have to be an elder to assist with
worship; you don’t even have to be an official member
of the church. Worship is the act of ALL of God’s
people and all are welcome to assist.

Many thanks to Nate Schenk for getting this live on the COTC website.
Also to Matt Trott for figuring out the link and getting the information
and to Sue Ohrn who also assisted in thinking about this project.

“For with God nothing will be impossible.”
~Luke 1:37
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

Office Closed
8:00 – AA

3

4

5

10:00 Worship—
Online on Facebook
or COTC main page

10

11

12

10:00 Worship—
Online on Facebook
or COTC main page

13

14

15

9

8:00 – AA

7:00-Session Meeting

18

19

16

20

8:00 – AA

21

22

23

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

7pm—Zoom Bible Study

25

26

10:00 Worship—
Online on Facebook
or COTC main page

31

8

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

10:00 Worship—
Online on Facebook
or COTC main page

24

7

7pm—Zoom Bible Study

10:00 Worship—
Online on Facebook
or COTC main page

17

6
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

27
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

7pm—Zoom Bible Study

8:00 – AA

28

29
Feb. newsletter
submission
deadline

Food Pantry Items
3RD—Toilet Tissue & Bar Soap
10th —Spaghetti & sauce
17th— Mac & Cheese & Peanut Butter
24th— Cereal & Baked Beans
31st—Toilet Tissue & Bar Soap

For Zoom information email or
call Pastor Drew

30

