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Loving God

Serving in Jesus’ Name

IN-PERSON WORSHIP : SUSPENDED
(PLEASE READ CAREFULLY)
Your Session and Pastor Drew have spoken and prayerfully
considered our current system of in-person worship. While
we have an excellent and safe system, the safest system yet
is to not have a group of unrelated people in the building on
Sundays. One less location where spread can occur and also
making a visual statement to the community that we believe
people need to remain in their homes to help get this massive spread under control.

Follow our Facebook page to join into live
worship every Sunday at 10 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie
Check our website page for updates, live and
past worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

Therefore, effective immediately, in-person worship is
suspended until January 2021 and we will return to
virtual only until that time.
This decision will be re-evaluated
by the Session during their regularly stated meeting in January.
(This includes Christmas Eve).
We apologize for the change and
hope to reopen next year. We still
require that all who visit COTC
must have a COTC COVID-19
waiver signed and on file in the
COTC office .

Blessings & Stay Safe

A Prayer as I put on my mask….
Christian Education
All throughout December we will continue our journey
through the Book of Job. Have you ever wondered about
suffering? Hurt? Where is God? Why do bad things happen
to good people? Well, come join the journey of wisdom!

Creator, as I prepare to go into the world,
Help me to see the sacrament in the wearing of this clothLet it be “an outward sign of an inward grace”A tangible and visible way of living love for my neighbors,

As I love myself.

MISSION POP UP PROJECT -

Christ, since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart,

Blizzard of Blankets

That people would see my smile in the crinkles around my eyes,

Over a very short two-week window, the congregation was challenged to support a collection of blankets, coats, and other warm
clothing for the Upper Room. Located at Saint Paul’s United Church
of Christ, this organization supports people in Erie who are homeless.
Once again, our mission-minded congregation at COTC rose to the
occasion and exceeded expectations. Only four days into the drive,
the sanctuary had a rack full of warm coats and a long table loaded
with blankets and other items. By the last day of the drive, the hall
leading into the office area was jam packed with donations. It took
three vehicles (including a pickup truck) to drop off all of the items in
downtown Erie! This is the 25th year for the Blizzard of Blankets
drive, and all of your kindness was greatly appreciated by the folks at
the Upper Room. Thanks once again for “being the hands of Christ”
and helping to take care of some of God’s most vulnerable people.

Since my voice may be muffled, help me to speak clearly,
Not only with my words, but with my actions.

Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears,
Remind me to listen carefully—and full of careTo all those I meet.
May this simple piece of cloth be shield and banner,

And each breath that it holds, be filled with Your love.

COTC FLAMINGO
Make sure to pass on the
COTC Flamingo to a member
if you receive one! Let’s help

make everyone smile!

In Your name and in the name of love I pray,
May it be so, may it be so.
~Anonymous

Thank you Nancy Daniel for submitting this prayer!

“there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”
-Matthew 2: 9b-11
Some of the stories I love the most are the birth and infancy narratives of Jesus in Matthew and Luke. But admittedly I hate preaching these stories because…well…we’ve all heard them a 1,000 times before!
Has anyone else ever noticed that these three types of gifts…gold, frankincense, and myrrh are awfully strange gifts to bring to a child who is about 2
years old?
I know that when my brother had kids, I did things like buy a savings bond or
purchase clothing. And when friends have had children Brady and I have
done the same: sent them cute outfits, toys, books, etc.
Never did I think of precious metals and burial spices.
Of course, the act of the Magi in Matthew is a foreshadowing of the kingship
of Christ (gold) and his death and burial (frankincense and myrrh).
But the whole passage above gets me to thinking about strange gifts.
When I was a kid, I’ll never forget the one Christmas. I think I was about 10
or so and my grandfather came over bright and early Christmas morning (as
he always did). He brought his gifts along with him and on this particular
year he brought a decent sized box that was heavy as all get out.
When my brother and I tore into the box, excited and mystified by its contents we found it to contain: batteries. Double A’s and Triple A’s; C’s and
D’s; hearing aid batteries. You name it…we had a power source for it.
Now, that seems like an awfully strange gift. However, when you consider
that all of the toys, games, and the like we had received required batteries and
no stores were open, my sage grandfather had thought ahead on this special
day to ensure that we could have hours of enjoyment with our new possessions.
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I like to think often about odd and left fielded things (I’m sure that’s a great
shock to all of you). Sometimes I find my mind wondering about odd gifts.
Things I have received, both physically and spiritually, over the years that at
first didn’t seem like a gift.
Or even more, at the time I received them I didn’t think any gift was possible.
For example: When my pastor, mentor, and friend, Rev. Paul died, I was a
junior in college. I was lost, scared, and hurting. But in the midst of that grief
came a gift: Father Frank. Father Frank was the local parish priest of the
Catholic church in my hometown. He was an old friend of the family (he
used to work with my dad before taking his call to Seminary). Lost and wandering (quite literally) I found myself on the doorstep of Father Frank’s residence at the church. What came from that wandering was a beautiful friendship and a relationship of continued mentorship after losing my friend Rev.
Paul. He helped me to heal and continue to discern my call to ministry. Right
in the midst of my grief I received a gift.
God has that sense of humor, I guess. Or that prophetic power. Or divine intervention…or whatever you want to call it.

So, I’ll ask you all to reflect on 2020. This issue of the newsletter contains
some gifts that your sisters and brothers have received this year, odd as it has
been.
What have you received as a gift this year? Please don’t say, “Nothing,” because I cannot believe you haven’t received something.
While we were all attuned to losing things…our freedom to move and go
and do as we once did…our general feeling of safety, health, and wellness…
our ability to see friends and family anytime and to hug and kiss them…we
have also gained a lot of things.
What gift did you receive this year?
I know in our house, we watched as Brady lost her job just as the pandemic
set in. We were terrified about what this meant for us. But we never became
discouraged or anxious. We knew, in God’s time, that something would happen.
And now…Brady has a job she absolutely loves, making more than she did
before, with a ton of room for growth. I haven’t seen her this happy and
mentally well in a few years.
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The new job wasn’t a gift…the loss of the old one was.
Gifts are sometimes odd; they’re obtuse; they’re strange. But they’re gifts
all the same. Just like that big box of batteries I received all those years
ago…gifts aren’t always what we think they are.
What gift(s) did you receive this year?
I was blessed to pastor this church this year. You were all generous and loving to keep me employed even when times were very tough. You all raised
more money for CROP than last year. You all gave willingly and joyfully to
four local organizations out of the rummage sale. You all literally opened
your closets and clothed those who are currently homeless. You gathered on
Wednesday mornings to pray for those in need. You started working at the
West Millcreek Food Pantry. You gave 80 bags of food for Thanksgiving
meals. I didn’t have to do anything…you all responded to the call of Christ.
I am grateful for you all. Thank you for allowing me to continue serving as
your Pastor. I often wonder, “Are these people nuts? They keep me
around!” Well…you’re all either nuts or extremely loving and I am grateful
for you all.
So…what gift(s) did you receive this year?
Here’s to a brand new year with new possibilities. Here’s to a return to
health and community again!
Keep on praying for the scientists and public health officials as they work to
keep us all safe and make us all healthy.
Advent Blessings and Christmas Joys.

Peace and Joy,

The CROP Hunger Walk has a long history with our Church of the Cross
congregation going back to the leadership of our former pastor Jim McCormack. But this year sure looked like it might be different due to the
COVID crisis! The traditional walk was moved to a virtual format and
church was totally online as we attempted to assemble our team of walkers
and collect sponsors. Despite the obstacles, we are blessed to announce that
we exceeded last year’s donations with a total of $10,186! Way to go
COTC! From all of our very generous sponsors to our team of 26 dedicated
walkers, you have once again AMAZED us!

John & Becky Beham, Jim Butts & Linda Huston, Barb Clark, Marijane Dilllon, Bob
Griffin, Deb Hagmann, Drew & Brady Himes , Dennis & Carolyn Huzinec, Denis &
Lori Jacobson, Min Kim, Yeshuwa Myers, Jim & Sue Ohrn, Rob Ricart, John &
Karen Kelly Schmitt, Sharon & Christy Sitter, Sue Tibbits, Kirk & Christy Warner

And now the moment that you have been waiting for: Who raised the most
money and took home the prestigious RED SNEAKER AWARD for
2020? For the second time in the not-so-long history of the award, there
was a tie with a total just over $1000. And the winners were both first-time
recipients.
Congratulations to this year’s RED SNEAKER AWARD WINNERS:

MARIJANE DILLON and JIM & SUE OHRN
As of November 30th, the total raised was $56,392.52! Please mark your
calendars and join us for the 2021 CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday, September 26th.
THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR WALKERS AND SPONSORS FOR BEING THE
HANDS AND FEET OF CHRIST AS WE HELP FEED THE HUNGRY!

Rev. Drew Himes
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WELLNESS TIPS
•

•

•
•

•

•

Wear your mask and stay six (6’) feet apart in
social situations

Church Office
•

Office hours:
Mon-Thurs: 8am-1pm

Wash your hands often (warm, soapy water for
at least 20 seconds)

Fri: 9am-1pm

Keep a regular sleeping/eating schedule
Carry out activities that improve your physical
and mental well-being (light exercise; walking;
eat healthy)

If you’re feeling overwhelmed, anxious,
depressed, sad, ask for help (Pastor Drew is
always ready to help with this)
Check in on family, friends, and neighbors
(especially those unable to get out or use technology to connect)

•

COTC’s Gym remains closed to the public
until further notice. This was updated by Session on 11/11/2020.

•

Please continue to mail in your contributions.

•

Wednesday evening: Adult Study via Zoom.

Christmas/Advent Bible Trivia Game!
Blame Pastor Drew for the hard questions!

1. What is Luke 1:46-55 properly known as?
A. Nunc Dimittis
B. The Song of Miriam
2. When does Christmas actually begin?
A. First Sunday of Advent
B. December 25th

C. The Magnificat

C. January 6th

3. How many Magi (Wisemen) visited the young Jesus?
A. More than 1
B. 3
C. 157
4. How did God speak to Joseph in Matthew’s Gospel?
A. A Zoom call
B. An Oracle
C. Dreams

5. Where do we get the tradition of the Christmas tree from?
A. Turkey

B. Germany

C. Native American Folklore

6. When the angel first appeared to the shepherds in Luke’s Gospel, what
did he tell them to do?
A. Do not be afraid B. Watch and wait for another sign C. Go Black

Friday shopping

7. What is the name of Mary’s cousin who gave birth to John the Baptist?
A. Elizabeth

B. Esther

C. Juanita

8. How many shepherds came to visit Jesus in Mark’s Gospel?
A. 10

B. Mark has no infancy story

C. 5

9. How many generations does Matthew report in the genealogy at the
beginning of his Gospel?
A. 160
B. 77
C. 42

10. What is the name of the evil king who wants Jesus dead in Matthew’s
B. Nebuchadnezzar II

C. Herod the Great

1. C 2. B 3. A 4. C 5. B 6. A 7. A 8. B 9. C 10. C

Gospel?
A. Tiberius

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Next Session Meeting:
December 9th

Belated:

Yeshuwa Myers—11/19

Mary McConnell—12/11

Alexia Arnema—10/15

Brett Swanson—11/20

Lori Wolfe—12/11

Gary Shepard—10/16

Marjorie Ward—11/21

Diane Blake—12/14

Vanessa Cain—11/03

Chelsey Miller—11/22

Adah Eakin—12/16

Cheryl Hinkson—11/03

Sue Ohrn—11/22

Richard Schiefelbein—12/18

Rebecca Wilson—11/07

Jennifer Trott—11/22

June Janson—12/19

Marijane Dillon—11/08

David Kim—11/24

Emily Pendleton—12/19

Carolyn Karle—11/09

Taylor Powell—11/24

Cheryl Johnson—12/20

Darla Speranza—11/10

Dawson Kahl—11/25

Amy Kiehl—12/20

Jack Wilson—11/11

Linda O’Malley—11/29

Katherine Fugate—12/26

Diane Daeschner—11/12

December:

Walter Johnson—12/27

Gae Anderson-Miller—11/13

Barbara Wolchik—12/02

Ruth King—12/27

Steven Trott—11/16

Brenda Lyle 12/11

Christina Warner—12/30

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of November:
Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$263,253

$246,746

$223,414

Missions Budget

$37,698

$26,759

$14,269

Per Capita Receipts

$1,702

The Per Capita assessment for 2020 is $31.50 per member

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Jim & Nancy Daniel—11/01/1986

Andrew & Judith Wagner—12/17/1977

Jim & Laurie Law—11/03/1990

Jack & Diane Wilson—12/28/1964

Lawrence & Adah Eakin—11/17/1956

Eric & Renee Wagner—12/31/2010

Lori & Don Wolfe—11/26/1988

Denis Jacobson
An inspiration to the Crop Hunger Walk
Not only did we have a beautiful day on which to walk, but we had the extra beautiful
sight of our brother and sister, Denis and Lori Jacobson, coming to walk along with us.
This was SUCH a joy because at the same time last year, we didn’t know if we’d have
Denis with us much longer.
Denis was unknowingly born with an arteriovenous malformation or AVM and had a 1
-2% chance yearly of it rupturing. An AVM is a tangle of abnormal blood vessels
which connect arteries and veins to the brain. According to the Mayo Clinic this condition is rare and only occurs in less than 1% of the human population. For an unknown
medical reason, on October 10, 2019, the AVM ruptured, causing a severe brain bleed,
resulting in a stroke. His left side was completely paralyzed. He was taken by
ambulance to AHN St. Vincent Hospital in Erie, and quickly put on life support. Once
in Pittsburgh, a CAT scan, MRI, and a cerebral angiogram test revealed that the AVM
in his brain caused the severe brain bleed. This formed a large blood clot, which caused
the stroke. The doctors in Erie were unable to help Denis. His CAT scan report was
sent to the director of neurosurgery at AHN Allegheny General Hospital in Pittsburgh,
to see if he could help Denis...and he could! Denis was life flighted and on October
12th, he had lifesaving brain surgery. As a result of this ordeal, his brain works slower.
It’s our prayer God will continue to heal him physically and mentally. It has been said
to be a slow process, in very small increments and this progress can take years. He is
able to use his left side more with each passing day and God’s been giving him the
endurance and love to live daily.
When Denis walked over to the COTC Crop Hunger Walk team, he was greeted with
smiles and an applause. It was said that his attendance and care for the Crop Hunger
Walk was “inspirational.” Denis has said that these words of Scripture inspire him
daily: “I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will
bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ” -Philippians 1:6. Lori says that
their love for the Lord is stronger than ever and they tear up thinking about God’s love,
grace and life He’s blessed Denis with.

Well, here we are! The year 2020 is drawing to a close! We've
been through a lot this year, and after everything we have all been
through we still have each other & stayed strong in our faith. This
Thanksgiving I was thinking about all the things I have to be
thankful for and then I realized the amount of tension and struggle
there was in the past year. I'm truly grateful that I have so many
things to be thankful for, despite all the monotony, which is why I
think that Grateful is an appropriate song this month. This trancey
song is about expressing gratitude and being thankful which is
why I made it the last song on the album, Blessed Vibes Only, to
express my gratitude for the listener listening to the album! Even
though it required less words, this song was more challenging to
create because I hadn't made a song I sang the whole way through
without quicker poetic lines somewhere in the middle of the
verse. I've been told that the lyrics of the verse have a meditative
prayer feel to them and there is a biblical reference to The Valley
of shadow & death in the lyrics:

At the end of the song I have a bridge that thanks my guardian
angels and my loved ones which I hope each and every one of
you consider yourselves! I'm thankful for what Church Of The
Cross has brought into my life and all of the people COTC has
introduced to me. 2020 has proven to be quite the year to test us
and our faith, but I'm grateful to have all of you around: Pastor
Drew & Taylor included! I'm eager for what 2021 will have in
store. Stay thankful, stay grateful, and as always, stay blessed!

God Bless

~ Yeshuwa Myers

"Pray The Lord protect me In The Valley of The Dangerous"
This line is close to my October review for Kanye West's 'Jesus
Walks' which makes a similar reference. I wanted this one to be
one the fans sang and felt the self love in so earlier in the song I
put lines that express love for originality and not letting others
change who you are which are reminders for myself too, to stay
confident and true to my path and who I am as an individual. This
song also mentions what it takes to achieve greatness. I believe in
associating yourself with words with positive connotations that
align yourself with your goals which is what I'm doing in the
verse of the song; immersing my mind in the energies I want to
manifest.

Yeshuwa 1

Yeshuwa recently uploaded his music to even more digital
streaming platforms! His music was available on sites like
SoundCloud and YouTube, but now you can easily find him in
online stores on websites like Google Music, Spotify, Amazon,
Apple Music, YouTube Music, iTunes and more! This makes it
easier to add your favorite Yeshuwa tracks to your favorite
playlists! Just search for him under his full name, ‘Yeshuwa
Myers’ and press play!
Rumor is, new music will be coming soon!
Yeshuwa 2

History Lesson : Who Was St. Nicholas?
Researched and written by Taylor Powell
St. Nicholas was born around 280 A.D. and became a bishop of Myra in
Turkey. St. Nicholas is known for many things, and a gift giver is one. He
obeyed Jesus’ words to “sell what you own and give the money to the
poor” and would give his inheritance from his deceased parents to the
poor, sickly, homeless, or anyone else in need. A popular story is where
Nicholas saved three girls from prostitution by giving them gold to pay off
their father’s debt. For many years (circa 1200 to 1500), he was an
“unchallenged bringer of gifts.” In 303, Bibles were burned and priests
were forced to renounce Christianity or be executed by order of the
Emperors, which is now know as the Great Persecution. St. Nicholas was a
defiant defender of the church during this disaster, and due to his defiance,
he was put in prison and later executed.
St. Nicholas Day, or also known as the Feast of Saint Nicholas, is
celebrated on December 6th. It wasn’t until the late 19th century that
Thomas Nast (a political cartoonist) standardized St. Nicholas into the
image of a jolly man with a white beard and mustache, that wears a fluffy
red outfit, and delivers gifts. Today, we know this figure as Santa Claus.
The legend has changed into the standardized jolly figure and families now
celebrate by gathering around a Christmas tree and share presents. It is still
important to remember who St. Nicholas was and recall his wonderful
deeds to the needy. How wonderful is it that our congregation helps those
in need just as St. Nicholas did so many centuries ago?!

St. Nicholas

Thomas Nast’s Santa Claus

Japaridze, Photograph by Mikhail, et al. “From St. Nicholas to Santa Claus: the Surprising Origins of Kris Kringle.”
The History of How St. Nicholas Became Santa Claus, 1 Mar. 2020.

Our October Mission of the Month project has been
a smashing success! A total of 80 bags were taken
and filled with items for a Thanksgiving meal
provided by the Erie City Mission for those in need
at the holiday.

In addition, our Mission Committee Chairperson
Dennis Huzinec presented a check for $500 to Chaplain Andy Kerr when he was our guest preacher on
Sunday, October 25th. This money will help provide
turkeys for the City Mission Thanksgiving project.

A Big Thank You!
“This is long overdue and has been on my heart nearly
everyday since April! It has taken much longer to
grieve than I imagined. There are no words to truly
express the gratitude our family feels for the
wonderful outreach of love and support you (Pastor
Drew) and the church showered upon our Mom during
her many months of confinement at Forestview. She
delighted in your visits and the many cards, prayers,
and tokens of caring brought joy and comfort. How
she loved to laugh with you, Drew! And sing with
Mary McConnell and pray with Jim Black and Bob
Griffin, and see familiar faces of dear friends like
Carol Seib, to read the messages of so many friends,
and receive the fun gift bags from the kids, flowers,
candy, and other tokens of thoughtfulness. Jeanine and
Art LOVED their church family and missed you all so
much. You cannot ever know how much strength you
brought to her and us during those long months. Your
prayers were felt and we felt the comfort and joy you
sent through the Spirit! God Bless the ministry of
COTC. Thank You!”
Love,

Lori (Lindquist) Rogers

If your job gave you a surprise week paid break to rest and recuperate, what
would you do with that week?
Go see one of my kids.
What's invisible but you wish people could see?
My Faith.
If you had the world's attention for 30 seconds, what would you say?
Wake up and become a Christian.

If you could choose one animal to be your pet, which animal would
you choose?
I always wanted a Parrot. A talking bird to talk to because it gets lonely during the
day.
If you were King for a day, what rule would you make?
Command everyone to become a Christian.
How many chickens would it take to kill an elephant?
One if it was poisoned.
What are some fun and interesting alternatives to war that countries
could settle their differences with?
Play checkers instead of war! There’s a winner every time.
Is pineapple an acceptable pizza topping?
YES! I love Hawaiian Pizza! (Pineapple, ham, and bacon. Lots of bacon!)
Who are your favorite musicians?
Bart Millard (I Can Only Imagine—MercyMe) and Michael Smith (Friends Are
Friends Forever—The Michael Smith Band),
If you could have dinner with anyone from history, who would it be?
Abraham Lincoln because he freed the slaves.
If you could travel anywhere in the world, where would it be?
The Bahamas. Somewhere where it’s warm.
As a child, what did you wish to become when you grew up?
I wanted to be a Police Officer. I passed the test to get into the Police Department,
but I was too short (there was a height requirement).

Rummage Sale News & Thank You!
Even though COTC was unable to hold the annual rummage sale, that didn’t
stop us from being the hands and feet of Christ for local mission. Inspired by
the Spirit, your Session decided that instead of simply holding onto those
second hand treasures for an unknown period of time in the future, they would
allow local organizations to come and “shop” for what was most useful to
them in their work. And so, your beautiful gifts were given to the following
organizations (and what they took):
AHN St. Vincent Hospital Inpatient Psychiatric Unit (men’s and women’s
clothing for those who are currently homeless)
Habitat for Humanity (household goods)
Erie DAWN (supports women and women with children to find permanent,
safe housing) (household goods, toys, games)
United States Committee for Refugees and Immigrants-Erie Office (household
goods)
All of the organizations were beyond grateful for the materials which will be
moved directly into the lives and homes of people who could use a little hand
up. In fact, the team from the US Committee for Refugees and Immigrants
remarked to me, “This is amazing; we have a large group of refugees being
resettled right now and NOTHING for them. Your email couldn’t have come
at a better time!” Your second hand treasures are starting someone on a new
chapter in their life. Just think: something that brought you a lot of memories
is helping another person, right this very moment, to make memories of their
very own!
This couldn’t have been done without the amazing help from:
Jim Branch, Jim Butts, Jim Daniel, MJ Dillon, Becky Beham, Lori & Don Wolfe,
Dennis & Carolyn Huzinec, Lynne Ricart, and Sue Ohrn.

We greatly thank you all for your time and effort with preparing the
rummage sale items and for your donations!

EVERY CHILD IN THE ENTIRE COMMONWEALTH
OF PENNSLYVANIA WHO IS PART OF THE ANGEL
TREE PROGRAM HAS BEEN SPONSORED!
This is joy-filled news! However, if you are still wanting to give, it
obviously means there are no others at this time. There is a small possibility some other names will become available in the coming days. If that
happens, we will let you know as soon as we do.
Every child has a story. For 2.7 million children in the U.S., that story may
be filled with the abandonment, loneliness, and shame that come from
having a mom or dad in prison. For many, it may also include following
their parents down the same destructive road to incarceration. Angel
Tree®, a program of Prison Fellowship, reaches out to the children of prisoners and their families with the love of Christ.
Angel Tree has been in existence since 1982. They serve 300,000 children
per year. This mission project has a very long history at COTC and will
once again be organized by Mary Oas. Thank you Mary! Due to COVID –
19, it was moved to a virtual format.
Although there are currently no more names to be sponsored, here is the
information if some were to surface. To ensure that you are able to access
the website and effectively navigate and sponsor children, please note our
organization’s URL and access code below. The Virtual-Direct option allows our church community to sponsor a child of a prisoner for $22 to receive a Christmas package on behalf of their incarcerated loved one.
The Christmas package will include: a gift card to Walmart (based on
selected sponsorship level), the prisoner parent’s message, a Gospel
presentation, and an opportunity to request a free Adventure Bible.
COTC’s Organization URL:
https://vat.angeltreetool.org/8ec078d1baa9-4520-bbc9-fd9618405b65
COTC’s Access Code: AIK49

COTC 2020 Memories
We asked members of COTC to share with us a memory from 2020
that they cherish and remember! Here are their beautiful stories!

Diane Sheffer: “In October, my
husband Dave and I traveled to
Charleston, SC, to see my new
grand-daughter, Sadie Elizabeth
Kiehl. On September 4th, 2020 she
joined her parents, Steve and Mara
Kiehl, and 2 year old sister Lyla
Jane Kiehl. Masks were required
when holding Sadie as shown in
the picture of Sadie and me (Lyla
in background).”

Sue Ohrn: “Josephine Marie Ohrn
joined our family on February 16,
2020. At 3 lbs, she was just a tiny
tot, but by November 8th she was
thriving and bringing her grand
parents so much joy.”

Linda Houston & Jim Butts:
“Wedding plans made. Wedding plans
changed. Stupid Covid! That couldn’t
stop Jim and I from getting married at
COTC on 4/4/20. Drew and Brady
were there with us and, later that day
we had a Zoom reception with our
families. Our wedding day celebration
was made complete with cake, champagne for toasting and dinner. Many
thanks to the Ohrns, and Jim’s sister,
Nancy DeHaven. On 8/8/2020, we
renewed our vows, with our families
and close friends present. Although
the big celebration we had planned
was changed, our adult children and
grandchildren were there to participate in the ceremony. The day could
not have been more special.
They also welcomed their beautiful
new granddaughter, Coletta Mae
Zillman, on January 8, 2020.”

Marion Bennett: “The highlight of
my year a trip to Colorado to visit
my oldest son Nathan and his family, and also son Andy who came
from his home in Wyoming. We
visited three national parks - two in
Utah. The scenery was absolutely
gorgeous, as was the weather. It
was a wonderful visit, especially
spending time with my six-year old
granddaughter Piper!”

Nancy Daniel: “Jim and I left on a February cruise out
of Baltimore just as the virus was starting to spread in
other countries and there were a few known cases on the
west coast in the U.S. We decided to go ahead, armed
with masks, gloves, sanitizer, cold meds, etc. in case we
might end up quarantined. We had an amazing, uneventful trip! Upon return we learned just how lucky we were.
The port closed the day after we disembarked, other
ships were stuck at sea for weeks and I was not permitted to return to work. We are SO thankful we were able
to have that glorious, much-needed trip before being
holed up at home for months.”

Nancy Daniel: “Unusually warm fall
weather enabled us to socially-distance
visit outdoors with my 88-year-old dad
and step mom who live in Ohio. I’m so
thankful I’ve been able to see them at
least once a month, outdoors, since
March. And in between, there’s our
whole-family Zoom time.”

John & Karen Schmitt: “Having our middle daughter Kellie home with
us for the holidays! Kellie is a travel nurse and she worked for 6 months
in Sarasota doing COVID testing and spent the last month working in a
COVID unit in El Paso.”
“Our second grandchild Noah June Anderson was born in September.
Although she arrived three weeks before her due date, she is doing very
well and is a real joy!”
“Finally, the continued support of our COTC family for all of the mission projects we have done this year has been amazing! Fill the Freezer,
Bag the Beans, West Millcreek Food Pantry, Sunday Supper, CROP
Hunger Walk, Blizzard of Blankets for the Upper Room, Angel Tree
Project -- the pandemic couldn't stop us from being the hands and feet of
Christ.”

Brady Himes: “I was able to survive nursing
school and start an awesome new job!”

Church of the Cross:
Shut-Ins
We wish our shut-ins a wonderful
holiday!
If you would like contact information for anyone, please contact us at the
office and we will determine if it is permitted to give the information.

“For with God nothing will be impossible.”
~Luke 1:37
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

2

3

Saturday

4

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

5
8:00 – AA

7pm—Zoom Bible Study

6

7

8

10:00 Worship—
Online on Facebook
or COTC main page

13

14

15

11

12

16

8:00 – AA

17

18

19

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

7pm—Zoom Bible Study

21

22

10:00 Worship—
Online on Facebook
or COTC main page

27

10

7:00-Session Meeting

10:00 Worship—
Online on Facebook
or COTC main page

20

9
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

28

10:00 Worship—
Online on Facebook
or COTC main page

29
Jan. newsletter
submission
deadline

23

8:00 – AA

24

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

Christmas Eve!

7pm—Zoom Bible Study

Online worship:
7:30pm

30

25

26

8:00 – AA

31

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

7pm—Zoom Bible Study

Food Pantry Items
6th— Toilet Tissue & Bar Soap
13th— CANNED SPAGHETTI & TUNA
20th—Mac & Cheese & Peanut Butter

27th—Tuna & Canned Spaghetti

For Zoom information email or call Pastor Drew

