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Return to In-Person Worship
Your Session met via Zoom on September 9th and decided after careful
prayer and discernment to allow a return to in-person worship beginning
Sunday, October 4th. As part of this return, they have approved a re-opening
plan that MUST be followed. Further, they have made the decision that all
who return to in-person worship must have a COTC COVID-19 waiver
signed and on file in the COTC office prior to attending worship (this can be
accomplished when you enter the building for worship on a Sunday morning
or please contact the office to receive one virtually.)

Follow our Facebook page to join into live
worship every Sunday at 10 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie

Online virtual streaming worship WILL continue.
A few highlights of the plan:
-Must enter through Worship Area Door (even if using the elevator).
-You must stop in the Welcome Area to have your forehead temperature
checked and sign a COVID-19 waiver (if you haven’t already done so).

Check our website page for updates, live and
past worship videos, and newsletters!

-Must have a mask on at all times you are in the COTC building (if you do
not have a mask, one will be provided for you at no charge). The Session
has decided there are NO exceptions to this rule.

www.COTC.org

-There is to be no out loud singing of the congregation; please feel free to
mouth the words, tap your foot, clap your hands, or in some other way make
a joyful noise.
-There will be no bulletins; communion elements will be in Celebration
Cups (a single use/single user format) which will be provided for you.
-Please remain in your assigned seats until dismissed following worship
-Tithes and offerings can be placed into the stationary offering plates as you
enter OR exit the worship area; these plates will not be passed during worship.
You must call prior to 12 noon on the Thursday prior to worship and speak
to Taylor or Pastor Drew to make a reservation for the following Sunday’s
worship.

Christian Education
We will continue our study of Wisdom Literature on
October 7th and 21st with the Book of Proverbs.
This study is held on Zoom at 7pm. Please call or
email Pastor Drew for the log-in information.

Wednesday mornings from 10am-12pm (rain or
shine). All you need to do is drive up (in a mask) and
you’ll be greeted by a loving team of Pastor Drew
and COTC Elders who will pray for whatever your
needs may be. All are welcomed!

NOTE: No classes on October 14th for Session
meeting and October 28th so that Pastor Drew can
have a small vacation.

COTC FLAMINGO
The wonderful pink COTC Flamingo is still traveling around to
members! If you happen to be visited by the COTC Flamingo,
we would love to receive a picture! Photos can be emailed to
Taylor@cotc.org. Make sure to pass on the flamingo if you
receive one! Let’s help make everyone smile!

Following virtual worship, we are offering the opportunity
to gather in our parking lot for food and fellowship. Bring a
chair, a lunch, and your mask…or just stop by to socialize
and see people again!
Fellowship begins at 11am; food is blessed and we all eat at
12pm; stick around as long as you wish after to socialize.
(*Note: When socializing, we ask that all please wear a
mask; and when eating, please keep appropriate distance as
masks cannot be worn).

“Most of us were taught that God would love us if and when we change. In fact, God loves
you so that you can change. What empowers change, what make you desirous to change is
the experience of love. It is that inherent experience of love that becomes the engine of
change.”
Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM
We have reached the season of fall. Fall means…falling leaves, falling back one hour,
falling into new routines and new modes of dress.
Could it also mean falling in love, again, with God and God’s ways?

I think an awful lot about God’s love for me and for all of us. I try to wrap my mind
around the idea that God loves us in spite of our best efforts. I think about God loving
us when we’re wrong and loving us when we’re “right.” God loves us when we fail and
God loves us when we succeed. God loves us when our faith is shallow and God loves
us when our faith is strong.
How can this be? The world around us wants us to believe that the strong, wise, intelligent, wealthy, and the people who have it all together are the ones we should aspire
to be like. These are the ones who seem to get everything and win the day more often
than losing it.
So, how can it be that our God and our world are wholly different creatures operating
on two different planes of existence? How can the world only love us when we have
utility (that is inherent benefit) but God loves us even in our most useless, failed, and
broken times?
Father Rohr’s comment above very much explains how I first learned about God. I was
taught, whether explicitly or implicitly, that God would only love me when I stopped
sinning, starting getting it right, and being more righteous, pious, and holy.
I’m still waiting for that to happen.
Being told that God would only love me when I met certain conditions made me
come to understand that God would never love me. So, I stopped loving God. I figured
it was a failed exercise. If I have to meet some unreasonably high standard that I could
and never would meet, then what was the point of loving God back?
We tell people constantly (I myself am guilty of this one) to be more like Jesus. It’s
not altogether a wrong thought process. However, we have to couch that phrase,
“Strive to be more like Christ each day,” with some conditions. First off…you’re never
going to be that good. No one is.
Richard Rohr. Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life. San Francisco: Josey-Bass, 2011.
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There was and only ever will be one Jesus. Hence why Paul tells the Church in Philippi that at the name of Jesus every knee will bend and tongue confess. There’s only
one Christ…and we aren’t it.
Secondly, it’s ok to fail. It’s ok to screw up. It’s ok (weird as it sounds) to sin. We’re
imperfect beings; we’re broken and fallen. Things happen. What isn’t ok for us is allowing our lives to become defined by such things and to believe that we can only
ever be broken and that there is no hope for us.
Following again Father Rohr’s comment above, it is the love of God revealed in and
by Jesus Christ that makes us able to change. It is God’s crazy, confusing, illogical,
and backwards (seeming) love for us that allows us to be bold enough to press forward. It gives us the ability to dust ourselves off and stand upright again when we fall.

It acts sort of like one of my favorite lines from Batman:
Thomas Wayne (Batman’s father): “And why do we fall, Bruce? So we can learn to
pick ourselves up.”
In the Presbyterian/Reformed theological tradition, we adamantly encourage people
to confess completely, totally, and honestly all of their sins before God. That’s a
toughy, however, especially if we were raised to believe that God only loves us when
we’re perfect. Believing that about ourselves has never been part of the Reformed
theological heritage. John Calvin and others knew very well that we’re all pretty big
screw-ups who mess up more times than we get it right. However, he and they also
knew that God’s love was so massively generous that no matter what our wrongs,
God’s love would always be manifest.
We are able to confess to God because God’s grace goes before us. Put another way,
the judge has already declared his sentence before you have to offer an allocution in
court. And the sentence is freedom, forgiveness, and release…not punishment. Therefore, we do not have to fear or worry that we’re going to get wacked over the head.
And even more, we don’t have to hide from anything.
When we confess, we not only list a litany of our failings, but we seek the love of God
to transform us. We desire to receive it deeply into ourselves and allow it to wash
over ourselves and push us forward.
We then desire deeply to be not only a recipient of God’s love for us…but also a flowing fountain, a bursting vessel, a cup that runneth over.
H. John McDargh, the psychoanalyst, theologian, and professor at Boston College has
said, “Does God have regard for me?' or 'Am I a source of delight to the Source of my
delight?”
John McDargh, Desire, Domination, and the Life and Death of the Soul, in: Richard K.
Fenn and Donald Capps (eds.), On Losing the Soul. Essays in the Social Psychology of
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When we respond without reservation or hesitation to God’s love made manifest in
Jesus, then we realize overwhelmingly that we are, indeed, a source of delight to the
Source of our delight.
God’s ultimate desire is to love us and be loved by us. There are no strings attached or
special conditions that have to be met to make this true. We don’t have to be perfect
(even though we try each day). We don’t have to be people who never screw-up or sin
(although this too is a goal for us). But even in our short-comings God is loving us back
to life; are we willing to accept this gracious love even when it doesn’t make sense to
us?
Ultimately, what I’m talking about in all of this grace. Grace comes before us; it was
always there for us. When we fall away from God’s grace, we are found falling right
back into it. We cannot get away from it. Theologians call this idea the prevenience of
grace. In the bigger understanding, it means that grace existed before the fall and was
not the result of it.
Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber explains this idea beautifully:
“God's grace is not defined as God being forgiving to us even though we sin. Grace is
when God is a source of wholeness, which makes up for my failings. My failings hurt
me and others and even the planet, and God's grace to me is that my brokenness is not
the final word ... it's that God makes beautiful things out of even my own mess. Grace
isn't about God creating humans and flawed beings and then acting all hurt when we
inevitably fail and then stepping in like the hero to grant us grace - like saying, "Oh, it's
OK, I'll be the good guy and forgive you." It's God saying, "I love the world too much to
let your sin define you and be the final word. I am a God who makes all things new.”
God loves us regardless of what we do (or don’t do). God’s love is available and active
even before us. It is that love that impels us onward and makes us whole. We tap into
that love each day and seek it when we need strength, forgiveness, mercy, and just a
plain boost. That love is what defines us…and frankly defines God. It is God’s way of
existing, being, deciding, and judging. It is God’s full-throated yell to us, the created
ones, “I love you. And there’s nothing you can do about it.”
Friends, I pray that you will fall in love with God again and realize deeply that God
loves you just as much today as yesterday and will love you just as much tomorrow.
There’s nothing you can do that will make God love you any more or any less than God
loves you right now.
Peace and Joy,

Rev. Drew Himes
Nadia Bolz-Weber. Pastrix: The Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a Sinner & Saint. Nashville,
2014.
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ERIE COUNTY CROP HUNGER WALK
The Lord sure blessed us with a beautiful day for the CROP Hunger Walk! Our
dedicated COTC team of 26 walkers put their sneakers to the pavement to raise
money to combat the growing hunger problem. Go Team! The inspiration award
went to Denis Jacobson who participated along with his wife Lori! Thanks to all
of our generous sponsors. Sponsor sheets and money can be turned in at the
COTC office or at Sunday worship or to the Schmitt's (call 814-440-6103 to
arrange for a pick up). Our goal is to have all money collected by Sunday October 11. Look for final results in the November newsletter. Who will be taking
home the prestigious "Red Sneaker Award" for raising the most money?!?!

Our COTC CROP Team included:
John & Becky Beham, Jim Butts & Linda Huston, Barb Clark, Marijane Dilllon,
Bob Griffin, Deb Hagmann, Drew & Brady Himes , Dennis & Carolyn Huzinec,
Denis & Lori Jacobson, Min Kim, Yeshuwa Myers, Jim & Sue Ohrn, Rob Ricart,
John & Karen Kelly Schmitt, Sharon & Christy Sitter, Sue Tibbits, Kirk & Christy
Warner
THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR WALKERS AND SPONSORS FOR BEING
THE HANDS AND FEET OF CHRIST AS WE HELP FEED THE HUNGRY!

WELLNESS TIPS
•

Wear your mask and stay six (6’) feet apart in social
situations

•

Wash your hands often (warm, soapy water for at least 20
seconds)

•

Keep a regular sleeping/eating schedule

Church Office
•

Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm
Fri 9am-1pm

•
•

Carry out activities that improve your physical and
mental well-being (light exercise; walking; eat healthy)

•

If you’re feeling overwhelmed, anxious, depressed, sad,
ask for help (Pastor Drew is always ready to help with
this)

•

Office hours:

•

COTC’s Gym remains closed to the
public until further notice. This was
decided by Session on 9/10/2020.
Please continue to mail in your
contributions.

Check in on family, friends, and

neighbors (especially those unable to
get out or use technology to connect)

•

Wednesday evening: adult study via
Zoom.

Jesus, Your name can silence the storms; the strivings that
trouble our world. Jesus, Your name reveals You as Lord; Oh,
powerful name!
Jesus, Your name, Counselor; Wonderful Way, Life’s Comforter.
Spirit of Truth defending me, though in me was the blame.

Our God is Great, and Greatly to be praised!
I am so excited to return to our Sunday Morning worship. I
know for some, you will not be able to come. I will miss those
who will not be able to join us. I hope that you have been
able to utilize the online technology. Other changes will also
be happening in order to protect everyone. Unfortunately,
we will not be able to sing as a congregation. This is really
hard for me to grasp. Oh, how I’ve missed hearing the voices
of our congregation. Our God inhabits the praises of his people. The word ‘Sing’ appears 102 times in the scriptures. How
important this is to us as Christians, and how much our God
loves music.
As we enter into a ‘new’ way to worship, I want to encourage you to participate while music is being played through
waving of your hands, to bring a scarf to wave in the air to
the beat of the music, to tap, to clap, to respond to the song
online as a gesture of worship to God. If you have a dusty
old guitar in the closet, I encourage you to bring it out of hiding and offer to play it during worship. I can give you chord
sheets for any of the songs that we do.
It's no secret that the enemy wants to discourage us. But,
we can’t allow that to happen. So with our whole being, by
being present through in-person worship, or online live
stream, by standing in line at the grocery stores, or helping
to encourage those who can’t get out, we will praise God in
all that we say and all that we do.
A song I hope that you can take in that we have been
singing in our worship is, Jesus, Your Name by Keith and
Kristyn Getty and Ian Hannah.
Jesus, Your name, Prince of Peace; Quiets my soul, treasures the least. In perfect rest You will keep all whose hope is
in You.
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Jesus, Your name has stood in my place and freed me from
hopeless shame;
Jesus, Your name now father’s me; With joy I bear His name.
Jesus, Your name, Mighty God; All Pow’rful One, ruling in
love. There is a King upon the throne earth cannot overthrow.
Jesus, Your name great banner of hope; Steadies the knees of
the weak. Jesus, the name all nations will praise; Oh, glorious
name!
This song gives me great comfort every time I sing it. The
words and the melody are so well written. I encourage you to
look up songs on the internet and sing along with them. Sing
them with your family, have them playing as your working
around your home or when you have guest visiting. You never
know when a song is going to speak to somebody’s heart, just
when they need it.
If anyone knows me, you know that I LOVE a New Song! I am
the same way about finding a new recipe, or a new sewing
pattern. The freshness it brings to my spirit gives me a sense of
renewal. I love to discover how God is working in peoples lives
as they work to create new things. I also treasure the old and I
often consider what a composer may have been going through
as they wrote the lyrics to their songs. I also wonder about composers of classical music, such as Bach, Beethoven, Chopin, what
they were going through experiencing in their lives to have
written such incredible music? I am not one to form a hard
opinion on music, or on much of anything as I always believe
that someone is touched by it somehow. I hope that you can
find opportunities to sing at home, or while taking a walk. You
know, you can pull up words on your phone and find videos to
sing along with. So. with that my friends, keep singing for the
Lord and give him praise with every single note and word!
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Church of the Cross:
Minutes of the Session
Fun Fact: COTC’s live worship videos through
Facebook have been reaching 600-800 people
weekly!
Since March 27, 2020, we’ve had 9,892 views of
worship videos!

Next Session Meeting:

November 14th

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Cade Fuchs—10/02

Deb Hagmann—10/15

Rachel Morey—10/03

Denis Jacobson—10/18

Nathan Schenck—10/03

Robert Potthoff—10/21

Logan Milie—10/04

Hannah Speranza –10/21

Todd King—10/06

Laura Weber—10/21

Nathan Law—10/06

Rebecca R. Wilson—10/24

Sharon Sitter—10/08

Tim Kim—10/25

Nicky Stock—10/08

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of September:
Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$215,389

$210,226

$184,999

Missions Budget

$30,844

$22,367

$10,488

Per Capita Receipts

$1,602

The Per Capita assessment for 2020 is $31.50 per member

Mary & Keith Trostle—10/01/1988

Rachel & Patrick Morey—10/12/2013

Laura & Bill Weber—10/01/1983

Vicki & Donald Jackson—10/15/1994

Kathy & Ken Taylor—10/08/1994

Barbara & Gary Damico—10/16/1965

In honor of the 503rd anniversary of the Reformation, here is
a little bit of information about a few influential reformers
1. John Calvin (10 July 1509-27 May 1564): Calvin is considered to be the
central thinker for the founding of Presbyterianism and broader Reformed theology. Together with Martin Luther, Calvin created the bulk of what we understand today as Reformed theology. While it has been reformed over the
years by later reformers like Karl Barth, his doctrines are still kept fairly
intact. John Calvin was originally from France where he was born and raised
in the Catholic Church. Unsatisfied with the teaching, doctrines, and practices, Calvin began to speak out. This led to his need to run to Geneva, Switzerland for safety. From here, Calvin established what would become the
Reformed Church where the Bible was central, there were no bishops but
instead elected and representative councils, and the sacraments of Baptism
and the Lord’s Supper were open to all people. He espoused the belief that the
Word of God must be both read and preached in the common language of the
people and that pastor should be heavily schooled with advanced education.
2. Jan Hus (c.1372-6 July 1415): Father Hus was a Czechoslovakian priest
and professor at the University of Prague who was one of the first clarion
voices (reinforcing in his region the thoughts of John Wycliffe) on the need
for reforms in the church. Amongst his many arguments, he stated that
indulgences (or the selling of prayers and masses) was contrary to Christian
teaching. He also believed that the Mass should be said in the local language,
the Scripture should be translated to the local language, and that the people
(not just the priests) should be able to receive the Lord’s Supper both in bread
and wine (known as sub utraque specie). Hus was also one of the first to
argue for the equality of women in civil and religious life. He is known to
have allowed women to preach and stated, “Women were made in the image
of God and should fear no man."
3. Martin Luther (10 November 1483-18 February 1546): A priest, doctor
of Biblical theology, and Augustinian monk, Martin Luther’s name is synonymous with church reform. On October 31, 1517, nailed to the church door in
Wittenberg, “The Disputation of Martin Luther on the Power and Efficacy of
Indulgences,” which came to be commonly known as the 95 theses. Among
his other areas of work was to argue for the centralization of Biblical teaching
for the lives the faithful; celebrating communion with both bread and wine;
the lack of primacy of the Pope; and salvation by faith alone. He was excommunicated by the Roman church and eventually was able to lay the groundwork for what would become Lutheranism which is still very much alive and
well today. His teachings, like Calvin’s, have gone through some reform but
are quite intact.

* The church reformed and always
reforming under the word of God

4. John Wycliffe (c.1328-31 December 1384): Wycliffe was a priest,
philosopher, academic, and early reformer in England. He and Jan Hus
worked together (from a distance) and began calling for reforms within
the Catholic Church. Most centered around indulgences, the authority of
the Pope and bishops, salvation, and for Wycliffe he very much
encouraged the work of translating the Bible out of Latin (The Vulgate)
and into his language (Olde English). He also became an important voice
in contemplating predestination, a common theological theme reaching all
the way back to St. Augustine and appearing in the works of Martin
Luther and John Calvin. Wycliffe also strongly denounced the doctrine of
transubstantiation and began to teach what we today would know as a
blend of consubstantiation and spiritual presence. After his death, in 1415,
his thinking and writing were declared heresy by the Council of
Constance.
5. John Knox (c. 1514-24 November 1572): Knox was originally
ordained a Roman Catholic priest on Easter Eve 1536. However, he
became a true reformer in Scotland. While it’s unknown exactly when
Knox embraced the Protestant reformation, he became a student of John
Calvin’s after having travelled to Geneva, Switzerland to learn directly
from him. Knox carried back much of the thinking he learned and is
considered to be the “Father of Presbyterianism.” In Scotland upon his
return, he established what would become the Presbyterian Church,
assisted in writing the first ever Book of Church Order, and together with
several other theologians wrote the Scots Confession which is still found
in our own Book of Confessions to this day. For his troubles he was
imprisoned in France for two years and found himself in exiled from
Scotland and living in England for five years. It was his ideas that gave us
the shape and polity of the Presbyterian Church that we experience today.

Yeshuwa Reviews

“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,
for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me”

Jesus Walks

Kanye touches on police brutality in this song, describing a condescending
conversation between an officer and someone the officer looks down upon. The
range of stories I’ve heard about police encounters is quite shocking. From ones that
go smoothly and are just like a conversation that you & I would have and then both
parties go on the way of their day, to ones that turn unfavorable. There are many different characteristics many different people can have. It is hard to place a ‘bad’ label
on a group of people, unless they’re a radically violent group, of course. There’s
negative, positive, and grey area in many things like labelling a group a certain way.
I believe that the first part of the human race and the human consciousness coming
together is to break the thought of stereotypes like, “all of [such and such] are [good/
bad]” Which is easier said than done because people are always right and justified in
their own minds

This month I chose to go with a song from an artist I’ve been following ever since I
first was handed a mix CD by my cousin with this song on it. Little did I know that
this would be an introduction to an artist that would majorly help shape me in my
development as an artist. It was 2005 and at this time I only played piano. I hadn’t
really heard of Kanye West until this instance, my cousin was very zealous about his
collection of music and wanted to show me some of it. I waited until I got home before I listened to the two CDs he had given me. They both were great mixes of music
that I had never heard of, with one song with a style I had never heard of. An artist
by the name of Kanye West had a song called ‘Jesus Walks’ that he put on his album
‘College Dropout’ and it was one of his biggest hits! Incorporation of religious
beliefs in rap? I currently attended school at Villa Maria Elementary at this time and
all of this was news to me. It resonated with me because I was Catholic and what he
said in his song I believed in too. It also resonated with me because it was something
very different, a concept & a message I could get behind. It combined two things that
my life majorly focused around, religious beliefs and music in a style I liked. The
song starts out with Kanye saying:
“Yo, we’re at war. We’re at war with terrorism, racism, but most of all we’re at war
with ourselves”
Ironically, this is a topic I hinted towards in my review last month of Black Eye
Peas’ song “Where Is The Love”. This also was around the same timeframe so
Kanye & The Black Eyed Peas were in a similar head space. A similar place that we
are in today. While many are at war externally with racism, human rights, and
political differences, there are even more people who are at war with themselves
internally. An internal war could be from who to hang out with for the evening to if
they are well enough to see sick family members across the country. I do believe
there is silver lining on the horizon, though. We all must pull together (at a safe distance) and be smart in order to be safe and healthy.
“(Jesus walks), God show me a way because the devil’s trying to break me down
(Jesus walk with me)”
The lyrics in the first verse are gritty to give the setting of the song and even mentioning Chicago, where Kanye is from referring to it as “The Valley Of The Chi,
where death is.” Kanye has a unique way of delivering the lines in this song, making
many of them have direct spiritual references. Chicago has been known in recent
years for its high level of crime and death. Just last weekend (from the time of
writing this) there were 37 people shot and 5 fatally wounded, 4 being teenagers.
There is no wonder why Kanye makes the connection to Psalm 23:4:
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“And I don’t think there’s nothing I could do now to right my wrongs, I want to talk
to God but I’m afraid ‘cause we ain’t spoke in so long”
I think this line is the very relatable to things I’ve heard from my peers as to why
they wouldn’t go to church or why they feel a lack in their faith. They feel that their
life has strayed too far away from anything God would accept because of their
interests or lifestyle or beliefs. I believe it’s the job of us as Church-goers to
reinforce an open mindset and welcoming arms, no matter the background, demographic, or circumstances. Church is supposed to be sanctuary for all and if we shun
people for their beliefs because they don’t align with ours, well I think we should
take a look in the mirror. I’m sure we can all think of something we’ve done that
God would not particularly favor; but that’s okay because God forgives. God may
not forget, but God forgives. I think that and not wanting to admit our faults is what
holds people back from retuning to or finding their faith. We have to remember that
our presence in this life is minuscule to God’s time and our 5 to 10 to 50 years on
this planet that we may have strayed from our spiritual path, God would love to
welcome us back with open arms. We should emulate this. If God is perfect and we
are created in His image, then we too are perfect. We may not see the perfection if
we compare ourselves to others, but if we focus on loving ourselves and sharing that
love with others, we are very capable of finding out that we are perfectly imperfect,
just the way God made us, quirks and all, and God made us perfectly that way.
“I ain’t here to argue about his facial features, But here to convert atheists into
believers, I’m just trying to say the way school need teachers, The way Kathie Lee
needed Regis, that’s they way I need Jesus!”
“So here go my single, dog, radio needs this They say you can rap about anything
except for Jesus That means guns, sex, lies, video tapes But if I talk about God my
record won’t get played, huh!?”
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The entire second verse is very prominent as Kanye mentions a lot in a short
succession. First he mentions that we shouldn’t be concerned about the demographic of how Jesus looked but that it is more important to have belief in Jesus; to pray,
to worship. Explaining it in several different ways (even mentioning the talk show
hosts) how zealous Kanye is for Jesus.
Next he mentions that the radio needs this single, but he knows what he’s up
against. The radio plays songs for the masses. One of the biggest successes for a
music artist is to get their song heard on the radio. Thousands if not millions of
listeners will be tuned in. Kanye says that the radio accepts all kinds of songs with
violent or suggestive nature, even obscene, but if you mention God, then there is a
strong likelihood your song may not make it. Kanye changed the way that was
when he released this song. This song did get that big and get those plays.
Launching a new wave of music into the airwaves for people to hear, causing a new
wave of artists and music to appear in following years, and also inspiring young
minds & spirits because the impossible has been accomplished.
“Well if this take away from my spins, Which will probably take away from my
ends The I hope this take away from my sins And bring the day I’m dreaming ‘bout
Next time I’m in the club everybody screaming out (Jesus Walks)”

The October Mission of the Month is the Thanksgiving
Food Bag Collection. This food will accompany a turkey
distributed to the needy the Monday before Thanksgiving
at the Erie City Mission. This meal will provide a warm
Thanksgiving meal to those families that wouldn’t be
enjoying it without our help. The bags are NOW available
to be picked up in the COTC Office.

You may fill as many bags as you’d like! The item list
of needed food is stapled to the bag. Please only include
those items and quantities listed; not any surplus (for
equality of distribution). The food bag items include:

I wasn’t keen on music videos unless they were on MTV, so I hadn’t seen the
music video until years later and I was already an avid Kanye West fan by then.
Plus with two releases for the video, you can tell this song did big things for Kanye.
Both of the videos having a strong visual message with lots of symbolism and
subtle things that won’t play a part until the end of the video, I recommend checking both of these videos out for the spiritual, creative, and symbolic imagery.
Kanye pushed the envelope in 2004 and that’s why I think he’s pretty great. He is
an inspiration to many artists, indirectly if not directly. He has done many productions under Def Jam Records and Roc-A-Fella Records alongside Jay-Z. Since then
he’s released several albums that I strongly favor and even launched his own music
label G.O.O.D. Music, an acronym which stands for “Getting Out Our Dreams.”
He’s recently (before quarantine) started a group with a choir called “Sunday
Service” who he has travel with him to all his shows and festivals and even had
featured on his latest album, “Jesus Is King” which can be found on all major music
outlets.

~ Yeshuwa Myers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9QEVs20jrg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYF7H_fpc-g&feature=youtu.be
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanye_West
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In the COTC Office, there is a sign-out sheet at the bag
pick-up table to fill out when you take and return your
filled bag(s). ALL bags need to be returned to the foyer at
the Office Entrance by Monday, November 2, 2020.
**Remember to check-off your name on the clipboard in
the office when your bag(s) are filled and returned.

Thank you for your help being such a blessing to others!

A Prayer as I put on my mask….
Creator, as I prepare to go into the world,
Help me to see the sacrament in the wearing of this clothLet it be “an outward sign of an inward grace”A tangible and visible way of living love for my neighbors,
As I love myself.

Christ, since my lips will be covered, uncover my heart,
That people would see my smile in the crinkles around my eyes,

Since my voice may be muffled, help me to speak clearly,

GET TO KNOW SALLY KRUSE!
If your job gave you a surprise week paid break to rest and recuperate,
what would you do with that week?
Go somewhere where there is water and shopping.
What's invisible but you wish people could see? Faith—Hope & Love
Is a hotdog a sandwich? Yes, if it’s between two slices of bread. Make sure it
has chili on it! (Sally’s favorite)

What would be the coolest animal to scale up to the size of a horse?
A labradoodle, because it’d would be like a great big Teddy Bear.
What’s the best type of cheese? New York Sharp. YUM!
What do you like to do during your free time?
Crafting or playing the piano and spending time with my farmer.

Not only with my words, but with my actions.

Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears,
Remind me to listen carefully—and full of careTo all those I meet.
May this simple piece of cloth be shield and banner,

And each breath that it holds, be filled with Your love.
In Your name and in the name of love I pray,

Tell us about the funniest memory you can recall.
The time of being 12 years old and meeting a 16 year old boy who would eventually become my husband.
What were you afraid of as a child?
My grandmother’s fox stole because my bothers would pull it out of the chest
and chase me around the house with it.

What career did you want when you were growing up?
I wanted to teach piano lessons, be a concert pianist, and be a worship leader.

May it be so, may it be so.

If you could create a holiday, what would it be called and how would we
celebrate it?

~Anonymous

Penn State Creamery Day! Everyone gets free ice cream at the creamery. My
favorite is Grilled Stickies—tastes like homemade cinnamon rolls!

Thank you Nancy Daniel for submitting this prayer!

Who are the your 3 favorite musicians?
Johann Sebastian Bach, Frederic Chopin, and Chris Rice.

Fun Fact: Halloween is Taylor Powell’s favorite holiday!
She only got 3 questions correct.. Can you beat her?

Halloween is A CHRISTIAN HOLIDAY. The celebration that we
know today began in the middle 700s at the behest of Pope Gregory III
to set up a remembrance for all the saints, martyrs, and confessors of the
church who had died. Not long after, Pope Gregory IV moved the threeday celebration known as All Hallowstide to October 31- November 2
establishing All Hallows Even, All Saints’ Day, and All Souls Day. The
word we know (Halloween) is a later addition and comes from the
Scottish contraction of the terms All Hallows Even to the shortened
Hallowe’en (or Halloween). There are NO satanic or demonic roots to
this holiday. In fact, historically (and still in many countries around the
world today) there are special services of worship which especially make
use of light and candles (called Soul Lights) to guide the path of the
faithful and departed back to their homes and home congregations one
last time. In many parts of the world, graves were and still are decorated
with candles and children go from door-to-door asking for Soul Cakes
(much like Hot Cross Buns at Easter). The tradition of trick-or-treating
is best known as Souling in the Christian tradition. Please do not be
fooled by what is told to you from unauthoritative sources; investigate
the history of a holiday before castigating it.

Soul cakes

9.B 10.A 11.C 12.B 13.D 14.A 15.D

1.C 2.B 3.D 4.B 5.D 6.C 7.B 8.A

Graves adjourned by Soul Lights

“For with God nothing will be impossible.”
~Luke 1:37
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Saturday
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3
8:00 – AA

4

5

6

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

7

8

9

10

7pm—Zoom Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

11:00—Fellowship @
COTC

11

12

13

14

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

Friends Helping Friends –
Boscov

11:00—Fellowship @
COTC

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

8:00 – AA

15

16

17

Friends Helping
Friends –Boscov
8:00 – AA

7:00-Session Meeting

18

19

20

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

21
7pm—Zoom Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

11:00—Fellowship @
COTC

25

26

10:00 Worship—
Facebook
11:00—Fellowship @
COTC

27
Nov. newsletter
submission deadline

28

22

23

24

Faith Circle– 1pm
Sunset Room
8:00 – AA

29

30

31

Men’s Bible Study— 8am
Gym

Food Pantry Items
6th— Mac & Cheese & Peanut Butter
13th— Cereal & Baked Beans
20th—Tuna & Canned Spaghetti

27th—Toilet Tissue & Bar Soap

For Zoom information email or call Pastor Drew

