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Return Service Requested

Loving God

Serving in Jesus’ Name

Following virtual worship, we are offering the opportunity to gather in our parking lot for food and fellowship. Bring a chair, a lunch, and your mask…or just stop
by to socialize and see people again!!

Fellowship begins at 11am; food is blessed and we all eat
at 12pm; stick around as long as you wish after to
socialize.
(*Note: When socializing, we ask that all please wear a
mask; and when eating, please keep appropriate distance
as masks cannot be worn).

Also…plan ahead. On Sunday, August 30th, during our
Food and Fellowship, we’ll have a special Big Summer
Blow-Out Celebration! You won’t need a lunch that
day…and that’s all we’ll say! Please plan to attend this
special gathering after worship!

Wednesday mornings from 10am-12pm (rain
or shine). All you need to do is drive up (in a
mask) and you’ll be greeted by a loving team of
Pastor Drew and COTC Elders who will pray
for whatever your needs may be.
All are welcomed!

Luke Stock—8/01
Judith Wagner—8/01
Adam Weber—8/05
Samuel Trostle—8/07
Karen Vandervort—8/07
Nancy Cox—8/12
Joel Sander—8/12

Follow our Facebook page to see live worship
videos every Sunday at 10 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie

Russell Moran—8/13
Louise Schulze—8/13
Kevin Ricart—8/19
Tina Schiefelbein—8/19
Marie Callahan—8/22

Linda Houston—8/22

Check our website page for updates, past
worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

Marion Bennett—8/24
Dawn George—8/24
Quinn Johnson—8/25
Emily Sander—8/25
Robert Walkow—8/27

David Blake—8/30

Dean & Laurie Swanson—8/09/1980
Kevin & Emily Sander—8/10/1996
Joseph & Marijane Dillon—8/11/1979
Aric & Laura Weber—8/13/2016
Denis & Lori Jacobson—8/23/1986
John & Karen Schmitt—8/23/1980
Shawn & Jenny Carner—8/31/2013

Pastor’s Message

As I cut the grass I’m reminded of God’s desire for us to care for the
earth; to be its stewards who manage it and manicure it. I feel like a
gardener and I’m personally caring for God’s own land.

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we
will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake
in the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult…Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted
among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.”
Psalm 46: 1-3, 10

Where do you find yourself slowing down and meeting God? Are you
slowing down and meeting God?
One might assume that because of a global pandemic which has
closed down our favorite social and eating spots that we’d be less busy.
Instead, we find ourselves twice as busy because we have to figure out
how to “do” life with a bunch of extra steps thrown in that we’ve not
done before. I know, for example, everything here at the church takes
five extra steps because we have to consider spread, safety, mitigation,
and then how we’re actually going to pull things off. These are challenging days indeed.
But that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t be allowing ourselves to slow
down and meet God. In fact, now more than ever, we NEED to slow
down and we NEED to meet God. Frankly, we should have been doing
that before the pandemic…but maybe that’s another conversation
entirely.
For me, I find that tractor time conversations are where I slow down
and meet God. When I sit on my riding mower, I can be still. I can be
slow. I can meet God. When I’m out there cutting our acre of grass, no
one can call me, my fire department pager cannot go off, no one can
talk to me. It is time for me. And when I’m on the tractor these
amazing things happen.
I smell the grass and I’m reminded of fresh cut grass from the ball
fields of my youth.
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And I get some time to ask really big questions and think them
through. I can unpack a piece of Scripture; I can wrestle with a
theological question; I can think of anything I want to and converse
with God about it.
Or sometimes, I can just be silent. I let the classic rock play in my ears
(yes, I love to listen to classic rock…which sadly enough is quickly becoming all the music I grew up listening to!! Oy vey!) When I’m just
letting the music play in my ears, I get lost in the beat, the rhythm. I
tap my foot or my hands and just disappear.
I always feel better after I mow because I’m able to let things go, to
soak things in, and to simply just be. I can let my worries and
frustrations pass away and simply be wholly present in the moment.
So, I have to ask: Where is your “tractor time?” Where can you meet
God and be slowed down? What activity or place allows you to let go,
slow down and simply exist with God? Where do you let your brain
wander and your heart be free? Where do you speak openly and honestly to God and give space to remove the distractions and simply
listen for the still small voice?
If you don’t have one of these places, I highly recommend it. Find
somewhere that gives you joy and peace. Find a situation, a physical
location, or state of being that allows you to release completely from
the world around, have some time with yourself and God, and simply
just be.
I pray for each of you that you would be able to find a place where the
truth is maintained: Be still and know that I am God.

Peach and Joy,

Rev. Drew Himes
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Key Notes by Sally Kruse
“Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. If there
was ever a time that we should find ourselves at the throne, it is now.”
Hebrews 4:16
A few years ago, I was going through a difficult time, I needed
someone to pray for me, and I knew just who to contact. I sent this
person a text and without explanation, she said to me, “meet me at
the throne.” Wow! What an incredible time of prayer that was. This
person lives down near Philadelphia, but she and I were at Jesus’
feet together. Jesus loves his children and just as we enjoy our
very own children and grandchildren, He too loves to interact with
us, to hear our stories, our praises and our concerns and wants us
to want Him, to come to his feet.
I love the song, “Lord, I’m Amazed by You” by Phillips, Craig and
Dean. “Lord, I’m amazed by You, Lord, I’m amazed by You, Lord,
I’m amazed by You, How You love me.” In our time with our
family, are we realizing how amazed we our by them? Are we
letting them know how much we love them? Are we telling Jesus
how much we love him in our prayer time? This is difficult at
times, and it may be hard to give out words of praise, but we do
have confidence of God’s grace through our salvation. We can
wake up to His mercy every morning and find grace amidst our
difficult times.
There is new song written by the Getty Music Group called “Christ
our Hope in Life and Death.” The first verse asks, “What is our
hope in life and death? Christ alone, Christ alone. What is our only
confidence? That our souls to him belong. Who holds our days
within his hands? What comes, apart from his command? And
what will keep us to the end? The love of Christ, in which we
stand. O sing hallelujah! Our hope springs eternal; O sing hallelujah! Now and ever we confess Christ our hope in life and death.”

Church of the Cross:
Minutes of the Session
In-Person Worship: After a robust discussion, the Session has decided to withhold a return to public worship. They all deeply expressed a desire to be in person again. However, they looked deeply at the status
of the Erie Community, the wise words of doctors and public health experts, and prayerfully decided that
they feel it appropriate to protect all worshippers by withholding public worship until a later date. They
will again re-visit this issue at their September Session meeting. The Gym is to remain closed as well.
Fall Rummage Sale: Due to logistical issues and the need for health and safety, the Session has decided
NOT to hold a traditional rummage sale. However, they have decided that there are many worthwhile
items which have been donated to this purpose and so we will be partnering with social service agencies
in Erie County to donate these items for their use.
The Session believed that the Rummage sale is for Mission and that the items donated are for that same
purpose. Therefore, by donating the items to local agencies, the spirit and desire of the sale will continue
to be met and we will be able to bring joy, relief, and comfort to those in need in our own backyards. Any
items not taken by the agencies this fall will be stored for a possible Spring Rummage Sale.
The Spring Rummage sale will be looked into next year and a decision will be made at that time.
If you have items for the fall rummage sale, you can still bring them to the church and know that they will
be given to those in need. Once the donations have been given, I will inform the congregation of which
agencies benefitted and from what types of items they most found useful.

Next Session Meeting:
August 12th
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of July:
Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$167,525

$162,775

$147,089

Missions Budget

$23,990

$17,673

$8,050

Per Capita Receipts

$1,470.50

The Per Capita assessment for 2020 is $31.50 per member

Take a little time today to be at the feet of Jesus, and if you’d like
for me to meet you there send me a note. I’d love to pray with you.

SUNDAY WORSHIP
We provide two options to view our live Sunday Worship
videos:
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie
-Live video will appear on the page’s timeline. You can also
comment and react with emojis!
www.Cotc.org
On Sunday morning, around 9:50 am, log onto cotc.org.
Once on the website, at the very top of the page, you will
see a box that has Pastor Drew and the words “Live Worship.” Click on this. This will take you to a new page on the
website that will display the worship live stream. Sit back
and worship God!

BLIZZARD OF BLANKETS PROJECT
We are still receiving blankets for the previous Blizzard of
Blankets mission. See July newsletter for full instructions and
details.
Instructions are easy: Lay pieces together, cut 5 inch X 1 1/2
inch stripes around blanket and then tie the faces together. Directions can be found online too. You pin the two cloths together
and then cut the strips.

Yeshuwa Reviews

See A Victory & Surrounded with Brandon Lake
I hope this past month has brought many victories your way with the world beginning to open up and start to try and return to how things use to be. I miss all of you
and worshipping together but I was very happy to see the turn out for COTC's After Worship Food & Fellowship! This is a great opportunity to see faces (or at least
the eyes and mask choice) of Church Family we haven't been able to see in months,
and at a comfortable distance, of course.
Another recent victory of love I've had the honor to be a part of was the vow renewal of Jim Butts & Linda Houston! Major congratulations to you both!
Last month was productive for me. Some wins here and some losses there, but life is
about how you get back up and dust yourself off or the continuation after the win.
Before any victory there is always challenge, that's what makes the victory everything that it is. The same reason goes for how a loss can hurt and leave us longing
for victory or a chance to do better when faced with a similar challenge in our future.
A loss rarely feels good, you know, especially when we put our all and our best into
something. I remember I was asked a few years ago what I gained from a loss; I
thought for a moment and shrugged my shoulders. I was explained to that whenever we lose we always gain experience. Experience of what it takes to get better. Experience to a new way of doing something from someone or people who have developed a different approach or tactic that could be useful to us or lead us to discover a
new idea. Experience that could be overshadowed by the trophy or prize in the victory.
Don't get me wrong, we all strive for that win, even me! It feels amazing to receive
the recognition of being the champion! Especially after hard days or long nights of
perfecting our style of doing something and making it the best we can make it and
then finally coming out on top. It's the moment we waited and worked for. The victory is always sweeter with a struggle, but the struggle part can be uncomfortable
and draining. It can even make us doubtful. Any victor I know has experienced this
in one way or another, however, the struggle is what makes us great if we can keep
our light until we reach the end of the tunnel. Then well be bound to see a victory!

-Yeshuwa Myers
Source:
E. (Director), & Fielding, B., Ingram, J., Brown, C., & Smith, E. (Writers). (2020, February 10). See A Victory &
Surrounded with Brandon Lake | Live From Praise Party 2019 | Elevation Church [Video file]. Retrieved August
8, 2020, from https://youtu.be/wJghcUSZyK4

The Sunday Supper
The Sunday Supper hosted by COTC downtown at the First
Presbyterian Church of the Covenant on July 19, 2020 was a
success! It rained cats & dogs before and after the event; but
God stopped the rain from 4:00-5:30 when the hungry were
being served. There were 76 people served! They enjoyed a
meal of hot ox roast sandwiches with Horsey Sauce, potato
salad, a fruit cup, & a cupcake. Also included was a bottle of
water and/or a cup of coffee. Thank you to our COTC helpers who helped in feeding the hungry: Becky Beham, MJ Dillon, Amy Fugate, Pastor Drew & Brady Himes, Denny &
Carolyn Huzinec, Sue Ohrn, John & Karen Kelly Schmitt,
and Lori Wolfe.

MISSION OF THE MONTH!

2020 ERIE COUNTY
CROP HUNGER WALK
Please mark your calendar and join our COTC team for the annual
CROP Hunger Walk! This is the 45th year of walking as we continue to grow in outreach and service to the hungry in our community
and in the world. Last year, the Erie CROP Walk received $56,000
in donations with 25% of that given to 24 local food programs. Our
COTC team led all local churches with $8975!
This year’s event has been moved to a “virtual” format due to
COVID-19. While there will not be a big community Walk this year,
the need to feed the hungry is greater than ever. At COTC, we
have three options for Walkers this year:
1. Join us at Presque Isle at 1 PM on Sunday, September 27,
at Beach One (the planned day for the Walk). More details
to follow!
2. Complete your own CROP Walk (or drive) at your own time
and place and pace.
3. Just obtain sponsors to support the Walk.
Sponsor sheets, collection envelopes, and directions will be available on Sundays at the social gathering after virtual worship at
COTC beginning Sunday April 16. Info can also be delivered to
you.
Please contact John & Karen Kelly Schmitt at
john.schmitt@verizon.net or 814-440-6103 with questions or to
sign up!

WELLNESS TIPS
•

Wear your mask and stay six (6’) feet apart in social
situations

Church Office Updates
•

Office hours:
Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm

•

Wash your hands often (warm, soapy water for at least 20
seconds)

•

Keep a regular sleeping/eating schedule

•

Carry out activities that improve your physical and
mental well-being (light exercise; walking; eat healthy)

Fri 9am-1pm

•

•
•

•

If you’re feeling overwhelmed, anxious, depressed, sad,
ask for help (Pastor Drew is always ready to help with
this)
Check in on family, friends, and neighbors (especially
those unable to get out or use technology to connect)

•

•

COTC’s Gym remains closed until further
notice. Worship will remain online only. This
was decided by Session on 8/12/2020.
Please continue to mail in your contributions.
Wednesday evening: adult study via Zoom.
Thursday evening: fellowship time also via
Zoom. Email Pastor Drew for more information on Zoom.

GET TO KNOW PASTOR DREW!
Is cereal soup? Why or why not? No, because cereal is cereal.
How do you feel about putting pineapple on pizza? Absolutely.
What part of a kid’s movie completely scarred you?
When I was 10, I was eating lunch and watching Indiana Jones & the Temple of
Doom. As I was eating, the main villain plucked out the guy’s heart. It was very disturbing.
Toilet paper, over or under? OVER!
What is your favorite scripture? John 11:35— “He wept”
If you were arrested with no explanation, what would your friends and family
assume you had done? An act of civil disobedience
If you were transported 400 years into the past, how would you prove that you
were from the future? I would pull out my cell phone
If you had the world’s attention for 30 seconds, what would you say?
“The kingdoms of this world will lead to our destruction. So turn toward the holy
righteous, loving, and merciful kindom of God, revealed in Jesus and embrace life.”

What makes someone a hero?
A willingness to give more than they receive
What are the qualities you really enjoy in a friend?
Brutal honesty, humor, intelligence, compassion and the patience to tolerate my random musing's and pontifications
What is your most embarrassing moment from high school?
I was part of a Prep Bowl (the nerd Olympics) team. They would ask us questions. I
got the same question 2 days in a row and got it wrong both times. The question was
“the definition of zesty.” My friend then decorated my locker with the word “zesty,”
the definition, oranges, etc.
What does he do on his downtime? As little as possible
What is your favorite book that you would recommend to others?
Anything by N.T. Wright. Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman. Confessions by Saint Augustine
When you’re having a bad day, what do you do to make yourself feel better?
My unhealthy tendency is to stay silent and withdraw, but when I'm being my best
self, I talk to my wife or colleagues.

Food Pantry Items

2nd— Mac & Cheese & Peanut Butter
9th— Cereal & Baked Beans

“When you go through deep waters, I will be with you.”

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

23rd—Toilet Tissue & Bar Soap
30th—Spaghetti & Sauce

~Isaiah 43:2
Sunday

16th—Tuna & Canned Spaghetti

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
8:00 – AA

2

3

4

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

5
7pm—Zoom Bible
Study

6

7

11:00—Fellowship @
COTC

9

8:00 – AA

10

11

12
7:00-Session
Meeting

10:00 Worship—
Facebook
11:00—Fellowship @
COTC

16

17

18

19

24

25

26
7pm—Zoom Bible
Study

11:00—Fellowship @
COTC

11:00—Fellowship @
COTC

20

21

22

7pm—Zoom
Fellowship Hour
8:00 – AA

Sept. newsletter
submission deadline

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

15

8:00 – AA

11:00—Fellowship @
COTC

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

14

7pm—Zoom
Fellowship Hour

7pm—Zoom Bible
Study

30

13

7pm—Zoom Bible
Study

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

23

8

7pm—Zoom
Fellowship Hour

27

29

28

7pm—Zoom
Fellowship Hour
8:00 – AA

31

Faith Circle - Postponed until further notice
For Zoom information email or call Pastor Drew

