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(814) 835-5901
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Church Office Hours

(814) 835-3663

Monday – Thursday 9:00am-3:00pm

www.cotc.org

Friday — 9:00am-1pm
Sunday School

Return Service Requested

9-9:45am / 11:15am-12pm
Sunday Worship Service
10am

July 2020

Church Office Updates

WELLNESS TIPS
•

Wear your mask and stay six (6’) feet apart in social
situations

•

Wash your hands often (warm, soapy water for at least 20
seconds)

•

Keep a regular sleeping/eating schedule

•

Carry out activities that improve your physical and
mental well-being (light exercise; walking; eat healthy)

•

If you’re feeling overwhelmed, anxious, depressed, sad,
ask for help (Pastor Drew is always ready to help with
this)

•

Check in on family, friends, and neighbors (especially
those unable to get out or use technology to connect)

•

•

Office hours: Mon-Thurs 8am-1pm Fri 9am-1pm
COTC’s Gym remains closed until further
notice. Worship will remain online only. This
was decided by Session on 7/1/2020.

•

Please continue to mail in your contributions.

•

Wednesday evening: adult study via Zoom.

•

Thursday evening: fellowship time also via
Zoom. Email Pastor Drew for more information
on Zoom.

Follow our Facebook page to see live worship
videos every Sunday at 10 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie
Check our website page for updates, past
worship videos, and newsletters!

Carole Bush—7/02

Wyatt Arneman—7/17

Lauren Heidt—7/02

Luke Trostle—7/18

John Beham—7/04

Laura Weber—7/19

Kevin McConnell—7/05

Samantha Kennedy—7/22

Jenna Schmitt—7/06

Erica Lyle—7/23

Irwin Bole—7/07

Joan Middleton—7/24

Everett Kahl—7/07

Barbara Eisert—7/26

Andrew Black—7/08

Laurie Hirt—7/27

Rebecca Beham—7/12

Chelsea Warner—7/27

John Gorndt—7/12

Lois Branch—7/28

Lynne Ricart—7/13

www.COTC.org
David & Sarah Kahl—7/01/2006

Ronald & Susan McConnell—7/17/1982

Jack & Jerry Rosenberg—7/01/1966

Matthew & Jennifer Trott—7/19/1997

Brian & Julia Swanson—7/06/2013

Kevin & Jennifer Cain—7/24/2015

Bob & Linda O’Malley—7/10/1976

William & Marie Callahan—7/29/1981

Robert & Donna Walkow—7/10/1971

Dennis & Carolyn Huzinec—7/29/1972

James & Susan Ohrn—7/13/1974

David & Marjorie McConahy—
7/31/1965

Stephen & Mary Oas—7/15/1978

Pastor’s Message:
Has anyone considered unplugging 2020 and plugging it back in? Is there a reset
button we need to hit? When I was a kid, when the Nintendo gaming console
didn’t work, we just took the cartridge out and blew in it to get the dust out.
Maybe we should try that with this year?
First, COVID-19. Then murder hornets And just today, I am reading about a new
strain of swine flu that has pandemic potential and isn’t covered by our annual
flu vaccines.

This year, to say the least, has been apocalyptic. And I don’t mean that in the
misguided sense of the word that the world is ending and we all need to dive
under our desks. I mean it in the true, original sense of the word: apo-kaluptein
(un-cover). An apocalypse is a revelation, it’s an uncovering, it’s a bringing to
light that which had been in the dark.
2020 has been apocalyptic. We have seen it uncover that our healthcare system…
the wealthiest in the world…is broken and doesn’t work. Some have finally come
to realize that racism is systemic and has been going on for over 400 years…and
continues to this day. We are seeing our tried and true institutions (like the
church) being sent into a scramble.

Every Sunday morning (or whenever you’re able to engage with worship) you are
drawn together with all of your other sisters and brothers wherever they are. We
are having to rely these days on the work and action of the Spirit to draw our
lives together. You have sung where you are; offered prayer where you are;
received the grace of God at the Table where you are. And you haven’t been
alone. Instead, you have been surrounded and empowered by “The Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb.” You didn’t need this building to worship God; you were
able to do it where you were.
I’ve heard from your fellow parishioners that they have worshipped with us at
their cabin in the woods; on their boat in the lake; on their back porch; on the
big screen in their homes. We haven’t lost our church, friends. Instead, we have
seen what God is doing right in front of us. We have been part of it and have
experienced the rich blessings of God in places that extend far, far beyond these
four walls.
That, my friends, is the presence of “The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb.”
One parishioner told me, “Communion has never been more meaningful than
when my husband and I sit with our two children and we are able to explain
everything to them. We sit at the table and we hand out the bread and juice. We
explain what it all means and there is a feeling in that moment that I cannot
describe.”
That, my friends, is the presence of “The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb.”

So, what has been apocalyptic for you?
For me, I have realized now more than ever, that the church is not just the
Pastor or the Session or the 20% of people who do 80% of the work. The church,
instead, is the wholistic body of Christ followers. Ministry, as a corollary, doesn’t
just take place on Sunday morning. Ministry, instead, is being done in so many
ways by so many people with so many different targets. Ministry today is being
led by the whole people of God and not just one or two people.
So, what lessons can we take away from this apocalyptic moment? One of them,
I believe, can be taken directly from the words of Scripture:
“I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb” Revelation 21:22.
The building has been taken away from us; ripped right from our hands. But we
haven’t been left orphaned or alone. Instead, we have a more real and palpable
presence of our God revealed by Jesus Christ.
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We have been able to (unbeknownst to many) worship together with the church
in Edinboro and the church in Huntington County, PA. We have fellow
Christians of many churches who join us every week because their home
churches do not have the technology to live stream. This church on the hill at
5901 Millfair has become part of the greater church worshipping together.
That, my friends, is the presence of “The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb.”
In this time of isolation, we have seen and felt and experienced the action of God
more fully and realistically. Sure, God operates in our regular gatherings. But
sometimes it’s beautiful to see God at work in such wide and divergent ways. It’s
beautiful to see God’s action in our world and to be invited into a brand-new
thing.
Continue to stay safe, healthy, and well.
Peace and Joy,

Rev. Drew Himes
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Key Notes by Sally
Can it really be July already? 2020 has certainly shown its colors. We will long remember
this year, and, well, it’s not over yet! I continue to pray for my Church family, as I hope
you do as well. In this crazy time we all need encouragement. Prayers, cards, a text, an
email are many ways that we can reach out to one another. Our acts of kindness are
ways we can help bring some balance to a hurting people.
I encourage everyone to listen to good music during this difficult time. Music soothes
the soul, distracts us from our worries, and puts us in a good mood. God wants us to be
happy. God wants us to praise him…..even through the storms of life. So, shout out a
Hallelujah! Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow! Proclaim the Glory of the Lord!,
and Be Ye Glad!
Psalm 51 Comes to my mind as I consider what it means to let go of the past and to
become pure in the things of Christ: vs. 10-17 says, Create in me a pure heart O God and
renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy
Spirit from me. Restore to me a willing spirit, to sustain me. Then I will teach transgressors your ways, so that sinner will turn back to you. Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God. you who are God my Savior, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.
Open my lips, Lord and my mouth will declare your praise. You do not take pleasure in
burnt offering. My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you,
God, will not despise.
This prayer comes from a heart that has come before God in total desperation. A plea
for forgiveness for a sin so despicable. Even the sinner knows how bad it was when
looking back. Have you ever been to that point? Even when everything seems
downtrodden, when it seems nothing could get worse, God is right there for us. He just
wants us to confess. He wants us to trust Him for the forgiveness. He wants us to forgive
ourselves. When life gets messy, we have to make time to reflect, to clean out the hard
things, to make confessions of what’s not working, and work toward making anew.
During this time of lockdown, I have realized on many occasions that God has said,
“Enough! Look! I’m sitting right here. I want you to come to me. You are my child and I
love you, enough to sacrifice my Son for your sin. Enough to prepare a place for you in
heaven. Come, to me and I will give you rest. I will give you peace. I will comfort you
through the storms. I am here for you.”
I will close with these lyrics: Enough by Chris Tomlin
Chorus: All of you is more than enough for all of me, for every thirst and every need
you satisfy me with your love And all I have in You is more than enough.
You are my supply, My breath of life, And still more awesome than I know
You are my reward, worth living for, And still more awesome than I know (Chorus)
You’re my sacrifice of greatest price, and still more awesome than I know,
You’re my coming King, You are everything and still more awesome than I know
(Chorus)

More than all I want, More than all I need, You are more than enough for me.
More than all I know, More than all I can say, You are more than enough me.

Church of the Cross:
Minutes of the Session
Session has decided that we still have not entered safe enough territory in the Erie
region to responsibly and wisely return to in-person worship in the month of July.
However, they have decided that if the case “curve” for Erie County is able to
demonstrate a stagnation or reduction in August, they will agree to begin a gradual
return at that time.
COTC now has a COVID-19 legal waiver form created by Tom Pendleton. “Effective
7/1/2020 (and in effect until suspended by their action) all persons (including
members of the Church) will need to have a signed COVID-19 waiver on file in the
office to be authorized to enter and utilize the buildings and grounds of COTC for any
purpose.”

Next Session Meeting:
July 1st
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of June:
Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$143,593

$135,717

$126,814

Missions Budget

$20,563

$15,718

$6,719

Per Capita Receipts

$1,405.50

The Per Capita assessment for 2020 is $31.50 per member

Yeshuwa Reviews

SUNDAY WORSHIP
COTC now has proper streaming tools! With
these new tools, we can provide two options
to view our live Sunday Worship videos:

Can You Lose By Following God
For this month's review I decided to go with a personal favorite
called, "Can You Lose By Following God" by the band Whole Truth.
FYI: This is definitely a song that I like to play loud while driving
slow on a Sunday afternoon! Although the furthest date I could find is
only five years ago, the gritty analog feel the vocals and instruments
have in this recording give this track a classic vibe that I love! Even
the way the cuts are made make me think this was recorded to a tape
recorder!
"Father I Stretch, Stretch My Hands To You"

Www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie

-Live video will appear on the page’s timeline. You can also comment and react with
emojis!
www.Cotc.org

-Live video can be found by visiting our
website.

While the title is a question, by the end of the song you'll have found
your answer! The verses have a build to them that supports the build
of the song's energy. The organ always makes me (and I'm sure a lot
of people) think of a church but the calm melodic transition between
the chords are more mellow than what I'd think of as church organ
intensity. The accompanying guitar riffs have just a small hint of a
sunset beach sound mixed together with the relaxing tempo of the
drums & bass make it so you can't help but roll your windows down
when you play this one! The last trumpet solo at the end gives us a
nice closure to a great song! Serious question though, how could you
lose if you follow God?!

-Yeshuwa Myers
Source:
“Can You Lose By Following God.” Performance by Whole Truth, YouTube.com, 1
Dec. 2014, youtu.be/rd4ILeseUUk.

MISSION OF THE MONTH!

Sunday Supper
Church of the Covenant

Blizzard of Blankets
Let's all pitch in to keep our friends and neighbors warm during the
long Erie winters by showering them with warm fuzzy fleece blankets
made by our loving church community. We will accept blankets beyond July 15th (the deadline)

July 19th, 2020

Please purchase your own materials (cost approximately $31). If you
would like to be reimbursed save your receipts and return them to the
church office.
We need 6 people to each make 2 dozen cupcakes

and 6 to turn 5 pounds of potatoes into potato
salad using their own recipes.
To sign up, contact Karen & John Schmitt at
john.schmitt@verizon.net or (814) 440-61403.

Shop where you want, this is from the Joann Fabric website: Anti-pill
plush fleece fabric solid color 72 X 58 inch swath on sale $6.49/yard.
For the other side purchase the same fabric (same size) only in a matching pattern also on sale for $8.99/yard. If purchased online you can use
their 20% off coupon. Online orders take approximately 10 day delivery.
The store is open or you can order it and pick up at curbside.

Drop off of food would be at the church prior to

Instructions are easy: Lay pieces together, cut 5 inch X 1 1/2 inch

July 19th or on the 19th before noon.

stripes around blanket and then tie the faces together. Directions can be
found online too. You pin the two cloths together and then cut the
strips.

We will announce if we need more volunteers in
July’s newsletter.

Let's warm up Erie this winter and have fun doing so!
Hebrews 13:16 Do not forget to do good and to help one another,
because these are the sacrifices that please God.
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Food Pantry Items
5th—Cereal & Baked Beans
12th—Tuna & Canned Spaghetti

“When you go through deep waters, I will be with you.”
~Isaiah 43:2
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

7pm—Zoom Bible
Study

19th—Toilet Tissue & Bar Soap
26th—Spaghetti & Sauce

Friday
2

Saturday
3

7pm—Zoom
Fellowship Hour

4
8:00 – AA

Fourth of July!
5

6

7

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

8
7:00 Session Meeting

7pm—Zoom Bible
Study

12

13

14

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

9

10

11

7pm—Zoom
Fellowship Hour
8:00 – AA

15
7pm—Zoom Bible
Study

16

17

18

7pm—Zoom
Fellowship Hour
8:00 – AA

19
10:00 Worship—
Facebook

20

21

August newsletter
submission deadline

26

27

22
7pm—Zoom Bible
Study

23

24

25

7pm—Zoom
Fellowship Hour
8:00 – AA

28

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

For Zoom information email or call Pastor Drew

29
7pm—Zoom Bible
Study

30

31

7pm—Zoom
Fellowship Hour

Faith Circle - Postponed until further notice

