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Church Office Updates

WELLNESS TIPS
•

Wear your mask and stay six (6’) feet apart in social
situations

•

Wash your hands often (warm, soapy water for at least 20
seconds)

•

Keep a regular sleeping/eating schedule

•

Carry out activities that improve your physical and
mental well-being (light exercise; walking; eat healthy)

•

If you’re feeling overwhelmed, anxious, depressed, sad,
ask for help (Pastor Drew is always ready to help with
this)

•

Check in on family, friends, and neighbors (especially
those unable to get out or use technology to connect)

•

•

Office hours: 8am-1pm.
COTC’s Gym remains closed until the green
light is given by Governor Tom Wolf. There is to
be no gym use of any kind.

•

Please continue to mail in your contributions.

•

Wednesday evening: adult study via Zoom.

•

Thursday evening: fellowship time also via
Zoom. Email Pastor Drew for more information
on Zoom.

Follow our Facebook page to see live worship
videos every Sunday at 10 AM
www.Facebook.com/COTC.erie
Check our website page for updates, past
worship videos, and newsletters!
www.COTC.org

Pastor’s Message:
Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a town and
spend a year there, doing business and making money.” Yet you do not even know what
tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little while
and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or
that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil. Anyone, then, who
knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, commits sin.
James 4: 13-16

The above verses are those which I selected to share with the McDowell High
School graduating class of 2020 at their virtual baccalaureate service in early
May. They are words that have spoken to me for many years.
When I was just graduating from high school, I had my entire life figured out. I
would matriculate to a military college in the beautiful rolling Green Mountains
of Vermont. I would take away a Bachelor of Science in Political Science and
then go to law school. I would then either practice law or work in politics for a
senator or congressperson. I would work my way up the political food chain and
eventually end up in a top level of government.
You can see how that all worked out for me. I could never have imagined fracturing my distal fibula (the small bone in the back of your leg) while practicing
self-defense techniques. If you’ve ever noticed, I still walk with a slight limp
because of this injury. While I’m not in pain, I always carry around a sign of
incident.
In those days, I did not know God. Sure, I knew that there was possibly a God
because I was raised in the church. But in those days, I didn’t know God. I was an
agnostic. And as the former organist in my home church told me just a week or
so ago when I was catching up with her, “You were pretty proud of being an
agnostic.”

I should have listened to all of those indications of God’s beautiful providence as
I wrestled with faith, religion, Scripture, belief, and what it meant to be loved by
a God who I didn’t especially love…or even like.
I should have realized that I wasn’t in charge of things and that I should just let
God be God.
You see, I had a lot of questions about God, religion, faith, spirituality, Scripture,
belief, practice, etc. But I didn’t have a lot of outlets for those questions. I’ve
always been a garrulous and inquisitive pain in the…neck. When I questioned my
pastor, he told me to talk to my youth leader. When I questioned by youth
leader, she told me to talk to my pastor. It wasn’t until I was an undergraduate
and taking “Religion 101: Understanding the Bible” that I finally found out that
asking questions and wondering and doubting and having skepticism were
actually welcome in the pursuit of faith. It wasn’t until the “Crazy Korean”
professor, the Rev. Dr. Kang-Yup Na prodded me and all of his students to ask
questions that I realized that I could actually be part of the Christian community
and still have all my questions and wonderments. In fact, he demanded that we
bring a 3x5 index card to every class with questions about the text, faith, belief,
etc.
He used to say, “If you’re not tripping and falling as you read the Biblical text,
then you’re just not reading it.”
I was finally at home in a place where all of my questions were not only
welcomed but encouraged. I was finally able to start making sense out of all of
this wrestling that I had done for so many years. And it was thanks to four people
in particular:
Rev. Dr. Kang-Yup Na; Rev. Dr. Beverly Cushman; Rev. James Mohr; and Rev. Dr.
Paul Johnson. Each one of them in their own unique way contributed to my
growth, my ability to believe and place my faith completely in Jesus and know
that A. I’m not God and B. That’s a very good thing.

What I failed to realize at the time was that the very God I questioned is the very
God who loved me and had a purpose for my life. This very same God, made
known to all of us in Jesus Christ, had a trajectory for my life that I could never
in a million years have imagined.

I also have to commend my church community and parents who let me run
around like an untamed mustang as I tried to figure things out. They didn’t push
me away or shame me for my questing; they encouraged me and loved me all the
same.

But then again, I should have listened to the wisdom of my now late former
pastor, the Rev. Dr. Paul Johnson, who told me when I was 14, “You’re going to
go to seminary and be a pastor someday.” (I recall responding to these prophetic
words with a full-throated belly laugh).

As I have been able to grow in faith, I have always kept a little piece of those
agnostic days in my life: my questions. I am unsatisfied by small readings of the
text; not taking a dive 50,000 feet into the world the text is unsatisfactory in my
head.
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I never accept what anyone says at face value; heck, I even question what I
believe on a near daily basis. I am always working to understand deeper; refine
sharper; and make clearer to my heart and head what it means for God to be
active in the world.
Ultimately, I have learned that planning my life in my head is a fun exercise,
but it may not be in line with what God desires for me. I have had to learn the
hard lesson of listening for God’s direction and to follow God’s will for me. It’s a
hard pill to swallow.
But I have also found that I have done nothing that I wanted to do in life. I have
never ended up where I wanted to be and doing what I wanted to do. And this
has caused me to be able to praise God for what I have received. If I had gotten
what I wanted, I would have lost out severely. Instead, I have been given grace
beyond what I could even begin to imagine…and grace that I don’t even deserve.
I had to finally surrender my will to the will of God and that was a hard journey.
I wanted what I wanted and I wanted it on my terms. But in surrendering to
God’s will, I have never gotten anything I ever wanted and I have never done
anything I wanted to do…and I am forever grateful to our loving, liberating, and
life giving God who has granted me the joy of a life I could never have designed
or imagined.
We may know very well what we will do in life; or so we think. What we must
do, as James commends us, is to be open to the will and wisdom of the Spirit
who will guide and direct us to wherever God needs us to be, doing whatever
God needs us to do. Remember, at the end of the day, where we end up and
whatever we end up doing is ultimately what God needs from us in God’s
beautiful plan of resurrection and redemption.

Friends, I pray that you will be open to the movement of the Spirt in your life;
that you will find God’s will for you and follow it.
And to all of our 2020 graduates, congratulations! Now, go and do beautiful
works of love in the name of Jesus…and be ready for a lifetime of hard left turns
and curve balls that God will throw your way in God’s pursuit of you and God’s
desire to bring wholeness and grace to the world which God has created.
Peace and Joy,

Rev. Drew Himes

3

Dean Swanson—6/05

Carol Seib– 6/13

Randall Schiefelbein—6/06

Judith Benedict—6/15

Victoria Cain—6/07

Garrett Heidt—6/17

Jean Smith– 6/08

Peggy Black—6/18

Sarah Kahl– 6/10

Marie Magraw—6/19

Susan Tibbits– 6/11

Elle Arneman—6/21

Renee Wagner—6/11

Ashley Wagner—6/22

John Benedict– 6/12

Perry Rearick—6/26

Diane Sheffer—6/12

Ronald Buchholz—6/29

Bradley Jacobson—6/13

Ronald & Teresa Buchholz—6/06/1970

Ernie & Dian Tessauro—6/19/2008

Todd & Barb King—6/12/2004

Kirk & Christina Warner—6/20/1992

John & Sandy Gorndt—6/13/1959

John & Judith Benedict—6/22/1968

Richard & Peggy Thomson—6/13/1970

Jim & Lois Branch—6/23/1978

Thomas & Julie Pendleton—6/14/1997

Samuel & Mary Lou Simpson—6/25/2005

Barbara & Tim Clark—6/15/1979

John & Rebecca Beham—6/26/1965

Randall & Tina Schiefelbein—6/16/1984

Nathan & Mary Schenck—6/26/2010

David & Amy Fugate—6/18/1994

Rolf & Janice Daeschner—6/27/1970

Key Notes by Sally
Hello Friends of Church of the Cross! I miss your shining faces. I look forward to our time
in worship here in our beautiful sanctuary. When we have our live stream presentation, it
is a hard reality to see the empty seats. We look forward to seeing you online and rejoice
to hear that you are with us virtually.
Many of you may know that my father-in-law passed away recently. He was my husband’s
partner in the farming business and the grandfather to our four boys a well as 4 other
nieces and nephews. He was a pillar to the Kruse family who loved to be with family. He
was a farmer who loved to drive his tractors and do the repairs. He loved to teach young
people the value of hard work.
Dad loved music and led singing in Sunday School opening exercises for many years at
Weis Library UMC and at Fairview Bible Church. Both myself and my son Kyle were his
accompanist for many of those years. My husband and I have always only had 1 car. On
Sunday mornings the milking chores still had to be done, so Eddy’s mom and himself
would see to it that the cows were milked as Dad and I would gather the four boys and
take them to Sunday School. Eddy and his mom would come when they were finished.
This was a routine for many years. Fast forward to a few days ago…..the family had gone
in to the hospital to say goodbye to dad. We knew that his last days were here. On Sunday
Morning, I decided that I needed some groceries for the day, anticipating having people
over in the event that dad would pass. My plan was to get groceries before heading into
church for the live stream service. I left the house at 8:15 and headed up the highway. I
was thinking about dad and I had this crazy thought; that wouldn’t it be just like Dad to
pass on through those gates of heaven when he thinks he’s getting ready to go lead
singing for Sunday School? After the live stream service, I gave my son a call and said, hey,
I guess papa is hanging on. He said, mom you need to call daddy. So, I called Ed and he
said that dad had passed away. I asked him what time, he said it was around 9:00. Just as
I thought, Dad passed at the anticipated time. I know that Dad danced and sang his way
into heaven.
Over these past few months while being sheltered at home from this pandemic, I have
found a few live stream events that has warmed my heart and gave me encouragement.
One of those has been the Getty Family hymn sing broadcasted on Tuesday Evenings. This
young family features Keith and Kristyn Getty and their very Irish Daughters. They are
young, and lively. It has been a blast to watch them. You can go back and find their videos
on Facebook. Keith and Kristyn have begun the awesome ritual of teaching their daughters hymns of the faith, focusing on one new hymn each month. They often sing them at
bedtime. It is so refreshing to watch this family sing together.
I believe that both my family and my in-law family has helped me continue that tradition
of the old hymns. My mom especially loves the new songs too. So, I have developed that
love of the old and the new, the songs that worship God and edify the holy name of Jesus.
How do hymns play into your daily life? Do you listen to Christian radio? Do you have a
playlist with your favorite contemporary artist?
Keep your ears and your heart tuned to what will lift your spirits and encourage your
heart to be positive.
Here is a new song from the Getty Writing team, Forever Jesus. You do not have to
purchase this but click on the arrow on the first listing. You can add the song to your
playlist if you’d like. I hope that you will be blessed by these words. https://
store.gettymusic.com/us/song/forever-jesus/?mc_cid=09a5cd7cf7&mc_eid=31c150049e

Highway
Clean Up
We thank you for your wonderful help!
Sally Kruse

Bob Griffin

Marijane Dillon

John & Karen Schmitt

Dave & Debbie Sawtelle

Jim & Sue Ohrn

Carolyn & Dennis Huzinec

Church Property

Church of the Cross:

Thank you for your wonderful help!
Marijane Dillon

Jim Butts & Linda Houston

Sally Kruse

Carolyn & Dennis Huzinec

Jim & Sue Ohrn

Bob Griffin

Karen & John Schmitt

John & Becky Beham

Don & Lori Wolfe

Rob Ricart

Minutes of the Session
Notes

Mission

Session approved the purchase of a new
video camera, digital video converter box, and
cabling to be able to upgrade our live stream
worship. Instead of relying on Pastor Drew’s
phone, we will be able to increase the quality
and effectiveness of our live stream. With this
new technology, we will also look to live
stream not only on Facebook but also the
COTC website.

The Mission Committee provided a WONDERFUL report of our “Mission for a Month” partnership with the West Millcreek Food Pantry.
Combined together between your contributions and Session’s matching challenge, we
will be able to send nearly $3,800 to West
Millcreek! And that’s in addition to the quite a
few non-perishables that were also collected.
Way to got COTC! Way to be the Hands of
Christ!

Next Session Meeting:
MAY 10th
From March 22nd - June 7th we’ve had 5,086 individual views of
worship videos.
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of May:
Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$119,661

$103,399

$108,801

Missions Budget

$17,136

$12,875

$6,012

Per Capita Receipts

$1,343

The Per Capita assessment for 2020 is $31.50 per member

Yeshuwa Reviews

So Will I (100 Billion X)

Thank you, Church of the Cross for your prayers and
thoughtful cards and condolences during this time when my
father- in-law, Edward G. Kruse, passed away. We are thankful for the life and legacy that he put before us as a farming
family and as Christians. Dad loved his tractors and his
ability to repair equipment and to build things. His love for
family is evident in the community that he embraced on
a regular basis to help on the farm, to eat a good meal
together, to celebrate life, to grieve the loss of family
members, to pray together and sing praises to God our
Father. It is no doubt in my mind that when dad moved on
to his heavenly home he sang and danced his way through
the gates. The love and support of so many of you meant so
much to me. The flowers sent by the church blessed me with
the love of a church family who truly cares. Eddy and I are
fortunate to have the blessing of two church family’s and for
that we are grateful. One of dad’s favorite songs: When we
all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be. When
we all see Jesus, we’ll sing and SHOUT the victory!

~The Kruse Family

This week while searching for a song to review I wanted to find a song that
was also new to me. I found some great musicians and songs (some of which
may be in future reviews) but one that really stood out to me was "So Will I
(100 Billion X)" by Cross Worship feat. Osby Berry. The video I found on
YouTube was a live performance and the amount of energy Osby Berry has
was instantly captivating! The lyrics describe God's power and love and the
love the artist has for God's Grace and everything God has done for his
people. The power of the lyrics in combination with Osby Berry's vocal
strength would be incredible to see live!
Osby Berry is a church singer who built his career by sharing the stage with
a list of Gospel Greats. Currently, he travels the world as a worship leader
& singer.

Cross Worship is a band founded by Troy Culbreth that is "a ministry that
desires to gather the Body of Christ together as one, crossing over [many]
boundaries so that we can worship God as one, [because] that is The
Father's Heart" in his own words. The band and Osby Berry come from
Cincinnati, Ohio. Culbreth has been uniting pastors, youth leaders, and
worship leaders to help project their like-minded vision to unite God's body
as one. You can find their music on Facebook, Instagram, Apple
Music, and Spotify, but definitely check out So Will I (100 Billion X)!

-Yeshuwa Myers
Sources:
“The Beginning - The Story behind Cross Worship.” Youtube.com, 23 June 2019,
https://youtu.be/YV3XkGCPMCk.
“So Will I (100 Billion X) / Do It Again - Cross Worship Feat. Osby Berry .”
YouTube.com, 18 Sept. 2018, https://youtu.be/QdIOaAvvOp8.

MISSION OF THE MONTH!

Sunday Supper
Church of the Covenant

Blizzard of Blankets
Let's all pitch in to keep our friends and neighbors warm during the
long Erie winters by showering them with warm fuzzy fleece blankets
made by our loving church community:

July 19th, 2020

Please purchase your own materials (cost approximately $31). If you
would like to be reimbursed save your receipts and return them to the
church office.
We need 6 people to each make 2 dozen cupcakes

and 6 to turn 5 pounds of potatoes into potato
salad using their own recipes.
To sign up, contact Karen & John Schmitt at
john.schmitt@verizon.net or (814) 440-61403.

Shop where you want, this is from the Joann Fabric website: Anti-pill
plush fleece fabric solid color 72 X 58 inch swath on sale $6.49/yard.
For the other side purchase the same fabric (same size) only in a matching pattern also on sale for $8.99/yard. If purchased online you can use
their 20% off coupon. Online orders take approximately 10 day delivery.
The store is open or you can order it and pick up at curbside.

Drop off of food would be at the church prior to

Instructions are easy: Lay pieces together, cut 5 inch X 1 1/2 inch

July 19th or on the 19th before noon.

stripes around blanket and then tie the faces together. Directions can be
found online too. You pin the two cloths together and then cut the
strips.

We will announce if we need more volunteers in
July’s newsletter.

Let's warm up Erie this winter and have fun doing so!
Hebrews 13:16 Do not forget to do good and to help one another,
because these are the sacrifices that please God.

West Millcreek Food Pantry
Our loving congregation donated 106 food
items and an amazing $2530 which was
matched by $1500 from our Mission NonBudget Account for a GRAND TOTAL OF
$4030!
We are consistently astounded by how our
COTC family responds to feeding the hungry.
We greatly appreciate and thank everyone
for their donations.

Card Shower
John Beham will be celebrating his 80th
birthday on July 4th, 2020!
Birthday cards can be made out to:
4144 Venice Drive
Erie, PA 16506
Help us make his birthday memorable!

June

Food Pantry Items

7th—Canned Spaghetti & Tuna
14th—Toilet Tissue & Bar Soap
21st—Mac and Cheese &
Peanut Butter

“For we walk by faith, not by sight”

28th—Cereal & Baked Beans

~2 Corinthians 5:7
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday

Thursday

2

Friday

3

4

Saturday
5

7pm—Zoom
Fellowship Hour

7

8

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

9
8am Bible Study

10
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

6

8:00 – AA

11

12

13

7pm—Zoom
Fellowship Hour

7:00 Session Meeting

8:00 – AA

7pm—Zoom Bible Study
14

15

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

16
8am Bible Study

17
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

18

19

7pm—Zoom
Fellowship Hour

20

July newsletter
submission deadline

7pm—Zoom Bible
Study

8:00 – AA
21

22

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

23
8am Bible Study

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

Happy Father’s
Day!
28
10:00 Worship—
Facebook

Every day is subject to change due to Covid-19. Please
follow our Facebook page for updates on events. We do
our best to post changes and announcements.

24

7pm—Zoom Bible
Study
29

25

26

27

1pm—Faith Circle,
Sunset Room

7pm—Zoom
Fellowship Hour

8:00 – AA

30
8am Bible Study

Remove this page and hang it on your fridge!

For Zoom information email or call
Pastor Drew

