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Pastor’s Message:
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven”
Ecclesiastes 3:1
As I write this, we are entering the yellow phase of re-opening.
What a weird, strange, odd, anxiety inducing time this is.
None of us planned for this; none of us saw this coming. This was not something
that Session had ever discussed because, frankly, none of us thought something
like this would ever happen. That’s no fault to the Session or any other church
leaders. This thing sort of came out of left field.
This entire situation has gotten me thinking much more about time.
Time, we must remember, is a human construct. Time is a way for us to measure
but honestly time is nothing more than this. Time does not exist in the universe
as a separate entity. Humans have placed it over top of the operation of the
natural world to make an explanation that we can understand for our system of
existence.
Interestingly time doesn’t exist in Scripture…well, at least not in the way we’ve
come to understand it.
Time for us is a concept of days, hours, minutes, seconds. It is a very limited reality and there are clearly defined changes in time. 11:42 is different from 12:13, for
example.
But in the Bible, time is not such a rote and strict idea. Instead, the Bible uses
words like we see above: season. We also hear about ages, (end of Matthew 28)
or kairos in Mark 1:15. But these too have a much more seasonal flavor than a
strict sense of seconds and minutes and hours.

Seasons, we all know from experience, are not strict times. They are instead
bleed over periods. Winter gives way to spring eventually. But that doesn’t mean
that when the vernal equinox happens there will be no more snow and the
weather will be generally warm. We have seen that this year! Snow came down
on April 15; and as I write this looking out the window it’s snowing again!
Our lives are a period of seasons. We move from one to the next but they often
overlap. Qoheleth (pronounced Co-hell-et) the author of Ecclesiastes
understood this beautifully.

In the well-known verses that follow what I have included above, we hear things
like, “a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to
dance” (v.4). We know from our own lives that sometimes in the midst of our
weeping laughter comes and in the midst of our grief we are able to celebrate.
We might think that at this moment in time, it is a time to be serious and stoic.
And that is true. But it may also be an occasion to laugh and rejoice. While we
watch people die from this horrible virus, we’re also seeing new life as babies are
born. The seasons of life bleed one into the next with no precision or exactness.
We are experiencing that now; all of us. We are mourning what was and what
could have been. But we’re also rejoicing that we’re healthy or with our loved
ones or finally able to catch up with sleep/housework/time with family. This
season of our lives is bleeding into others even as the seasons outside bleed into
one another.
We can speculate about the how and when and why and what of this entire situation. Or, we can choose to embrace the reality of what is.
What is is the fact that we’re in this season. What is is that we’re facing these
days of laughter and tears, mourning and dancing.
As it stands, this season of global pandemic won’t end with the strike of a clock.
Instead, it will end gradually with the implementation of medicines and/or
vaccines. It will end gently and gradually and not abruptly.
Our frustration level grows each day that we’re not out carrying on our “normal”
routines. But this season too shall pass…gradually and over time.
What you are experiencing and going through makes good sense. This season of
common life is absolutely different for every person which is perfectly normal.
Friends, I encourage you to step back from the impulse to go, do, make and ask
you to simply be. Be present to yourself in this season; be present to one another
in whatever ways you can. Be present to God who is still speaking and still at
work in our world. Simply put, just be.
I pray that you will remain safe and secure. Stay well, stay inside, and WASH
YOUR HANDS!

Peace and Joy,

Rev. Pastor Drew Himes

Yeshuwa Reviews

Sandy Gorndt—5/02

Lawrence Eakin—5/16

William Lyle—5/03

Edward Keim, Jr.– 5/18

Kathy Taylor—5/05

Kathryn Smith—5/19

Robert Griffin –5/06

Peggy Thomson—5/20

Collin Morey—5/09

Mary Oas—5/22

Mary Trostle—5/10

Barb King—5/25

Joan Rearick—5/12

Patty Rearick—5/26

Samuel Simpson—5/12

David Kahl, Jr.—5/31

James Boyd—5/16

Patrick & Darla Speranza—5/02/1992

Richard & Ellen Lobb—5/09/1987
Gary & Cynthia Montgomery—05/15/1972

Although the congregation has not been able to meet like we usually do on Sunday
and many things have changed from the way we are use to in our weekly routines, we
have been able to find a way to still keep in contact with our loved ones via a phone
call, email, and text message. We have even been able to join together as the congregation of The Church Of The Cross (from a safe distance) by video. This is also why I
feel like the song "Find My Own Way" by Griz featuring Wiz Khalifa fits perfectly
with the situations we are facing lately as a whole community. This song is one of my
personal favorites because of the joyful uplifting feel the beat has, including positive
messages in the song that are great things to keep in mind! The chorus, which is sung
by a choir, goes like this:

"I pray everyday
That I find the strength
To carry this weight
Know that I will be okay
And I know that I'll see the day
When I find my own way
Where the skies have no grey
So go and let the sun shine on me!"
Griz is an artist that makes beats with a lot of energy and also plays his saxophone in
them which makes them that much more entertaining while Wiz Khalifa is a vocal
artist with a positive and fun attitude in his music. Their styles match together perfectly on this song! The Outro at the end of the song features vocals by an uncredited
artist that are just as powerful and moving as the chorus but has more of a prayer feel
to it! You can find the lyric video for this song on YouTube, which makes it easy to
sing along to, also! I believe that we always have to make the most of any situation
with right now being no different. Keeping a positive aura, staying healthy, and making sure my loved ones are alright has always been a priority; I pray you are finding
your own way of doing the same!

William & Brenda Lyle—0/19/1984
David & Diane Blake—5/23/1964

-Yeshuwa Myers

Ron & Dawn George—5/27/1978
Scott & Kelle Heidt—5/29/1994

Source:
“Find My Own Way (ft. Wiz Khalifa).” YouTube.com, Griz, 15 Mar. 2019, https://
youtu.be/gbnDS1MaxVg.

Key Notes by Sally

ELDER OF THE MONTH

Hello Everyone! I don’t know about you, but I feel like I’m in the middle of a deep
hibernation, from the World. I know that most of us have been affected in one way or
another by the shelter in place regulation to avoid contamination of the Coronavirus. Some
folk have traveled out of State and returned home to be quarantined before they can even
go into the grocery store. Television ads have been directed toward instructions on how to
take care of ourselves to promoting safe distancing practices. The news has gone from
politics to....COVID-19 to more politics. We are now having to wear mask and can only
purchase essential items. I went to Lowes and bought a small area rug for my living room
floor which has been bare for 10 years. The cashier was upset that I was purchasing this
item.....what?

Sue tibbits

Through this period of shelter in place, many of us have tackled projects that have been left
undone because, well we never have the time....like, to clean out closets, to update a photo
album, write a letter, or to surprise a friend with a special meal. Some of my projects have
included working on classical selections on the piano and finishing a cover on a rocking
chair, ( from 10 years ago!). Another activity that I have begun is watching inspirational
videos from musicians. I’ve discovered the video button on Facebook and learned how to
follow individuals. This has become a great way to be inspired not only by a story, but by a
song that these individuals had sung, and in some cases songs they had written themselves.
I’d like to share one of those stories with you.

Birthday: June 11th

One of our favorite songs here at Church of the Cross is Days of Elijah. It was written by an
Irish man in 1994. His name is Robin Mark. I happened to click on his video a number of
weeks ago not knowing who he was. Turns out he is a song writer and a worship leader in
Belfast, Northern Ireland. This man is a sweet, sweet soul. Robin Mark wrote the Days of
Elijah out of a response to world events, the genocide of the people of Rwanda. The
unthinkable was occurring yet again. Troubled about this news, Robin Mark began thinking
about the stories of Elijah, and of Moses, of Ezekial and David, when faced with uncertainty,
they remained faithful and adhered to God’s instruction to lead their people. Mr. Mark
made a video during this pandemic to connect to fellow believers. After the song played, he
went on to share a story about here in America, when a group of American soldiers who
were at Camp Pendleton in California sang Days of Elijah with vigor and with motions! I
continued to watch the video and it was the singing of the soldiers that brought tears to my
eyes. I was not only so proud of them for all they were doing for my freedom, but that they
were proclaiming that God would be coming, riding on a cloud, that they would be listening
for the trumpet call, and expecting for Salvation to come. I encourage you to look up this
video. Under Days of Elijah – US Marines w/ lyrics.
These days are very uncertain in many ways. How does worship look as we look ahead, and
when will we be able to resume? When can we hold our grandchildren? When can we plan
for our next family reunion? We are forced to change our perspective on life, realizing those
things that are truly important.
1 Peter 5:10 And the God of grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you
have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and
steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen...

Member of the Church: Sue Tibbits and her family

became members of Westminster in 1984, then
charter members of COTC in 1992. (COTC broke
ground on our son Mike’s 9th birthday, March 29th,
1992! What a birthday celebration that was!)
Elder: January of 2018

Favorite Quote: “Worrying is carrying tomorrow's load with today's strength- carrying

two days at once. It is moving into tomorrow ahead of time. Worrying doesn't empty
tomorrow of its sorrow, it empties today of its strength.” ~Corrie Ten Boom
Bible Verses: John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you. I do not give to

you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled; do not be afraid.
Isaiah 41:10 So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed for I am your God. I
will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
Biography: Sue grew up in a suburb of Pittsburgh, then attended IUP, where she majored in accounting. Upon graduation, she was hired by Hammermill as a computer programmer, where she met and married the love of her life, Don. Together they raised two
wonderful sons. When the boys were in elementary school, Sue went back to school,
(Mercyhurst), and earned a degree in secondary Math. She taught at Erie Day School,
then Walnut Creek, then finally settled at her beloved Westlake, where she taught Algebra to 8th graders for 20 years! Sadly, their youngest son, Mike, died suddenly at 16 from
a heart problem in 2000. (He wanted to become a pastor.) She also lost her husband
Don in 2017, after he fought a valiant battle with Lewy Body Dementia. Sue retired in
June, 2018, so she could spend more time with their older son Matthew, who lives in
Maryland with his wife Krissy, and their two children, Abby, almost 5, and Mikey, 1 1/2,
who are the light of her life!

Fun Fact: In her free time, Sue enjoys attending and playing handbells at Church of the

Cross, gardening, cooking, reading, painting, traveling, playing pickleball, walking on the
Peninsula, cheering on the Penn State Nittany Lions & Steelers, and just being with
friends!

Church Property

Church of the Cross:
Minutes of the Session
Notes
The April meeting of session was held using
“Zoom” to allow for session members to remain
safely in their homes.

Church finances were reviewed. Receipts are
adequate for expenses.

Mission
Mission committee reported on the April mission
focus which has been the West Millcreek Food
Pantry.

Session members reported on communications
with members of the congregation.

RESCEDULED: May 16th, 2020
8:30 AM—Noon

SAVE THE DATE!
Join us as we work outside. Please bring wheelbarrows,
rakes, shovels, trimmers, etc. We’ll wear masks and practice
social distancing. We’ll have 15 yards of bark to spread, so
we’ll need lots of help. What a great opportunity to safely get
together after such a long time apart to ready our church
grounds for the summer season.
For more information or questions contact Sue Ohrn!

Next Session Meeting:
MAY 6th
Our average attendance is approximately — 81 (before closure)
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of April:
Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$95,729

$83,542

$90,389

Missions Budget

$13,709

$9,873

$4,618

Per Capita Receipts

$1,343

The Per Capita assessment for 2020 is $31.50 per member

MISSION FOR A MONTH!
West Millcreek Food Pantry
Session & the Mission Committee invite you to support our local
food pantry (provides for 16505, 16506, and emergencies). From
May 8 – June 8 you can help in several ways. Donations of nonperishable food items can be left at COTC in the box by the church
office entrance. Monetary donations by check can be made
payable to COTC with WMFP in the memo. If you are interested in
volunteering to help with food distribution on the 2 nd & 4th Tuesdays
of the month from 7:30 – 11 AM, contact John & Karen Schmitt
(440-6103 or john.schmitt@verizon.net) for details.

POSTPONED!

SPECIAL MATCHING OFFER:
Every dollar donated will be matched up
to $1,500!

The sale will be rescheduled when it is determined that
a large number of people can safely gather. Due to the
long lines of customers both outside the doors and
inside the gym, we will need to make plans to keep our
community safe. We apologize for the change and will
update you as soon as there is a new date.

This money will come from the COTC Non-budget, Mission Discretionary
account.

*** As you can imagine, the need at WMFP has increased due to
the pandemic. Feel free to encourage your family and friends to
join in this campaign. Please help us “Being the Hands of Christ”
as we help feed the hungry. ***
35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in. 40 "The
King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.' Matthew 25: 35 & 40

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Taylor Powell
Occupation: Office Administrator

•

Birthday: November 24th
College: Penn State Behrend, 2018

Biography: Taylor grew up and has lived around Erie County her whole
life. She graduated from Penn State Erie, The Behrend College with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in creative writing and a minor in English. In
her senior year, she received the Outstanding Creative Writing Major Award
and successfully defended her senior thesis, a book-length collection of
fiction titled In Mind, Out of Sight. Taylor also served on the editorial staff
for the international literary journal Lake Effect and attended the 2018
Association of Writers & Writing Programs.
Hobby: In her personal time, Taylor enjoys cosplay. She is best known for
being Popstar Ahri from the game League of Legends and won third place
for the 2018 Erie Comicon cosplay contest.
Fun Fact: Taylor values spending time with family and friends and enjoys
attending cosplay photoshoots and conventions, playing video games, comic series (Marvel), virtual reality, editing photos and videos, singing, traveling,
and working on her writings that she hopes to publish in the future.

•

Popstar Ahri Cosplay

COTC’s Gym remains closed until the green
light is given by Governor Tom Wolf. There is
to be no gym use of any kind.

•

Please continue to mail in your contributions.

•

We are still practicing social distancing.

•

Worship is still online only.

•

Reading her thesis at Penn State Behrend

Church workers have returned to work for
half days. You can reach someone in the office
from 8am-1pm. Voicemails are now answered
in the span of one day wait time.

Wednesday evening: adult study via Zoom.
Thursday evening: fellowship time also via
Zoom. Email pastor Drew for more information on either of these opportunities.

MAY

“I can do everything through Christ, who gives me STRENGTH”
~Philippians 4:13
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

8:00 – AA
3

4

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

5
8am Bible Study

6

7

8

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study
7:00 Session Meeting

10

11

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

12
8am Bible Study

8:00 – AA

13

14

15

20

21

22

16

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

Happy Mother’s
Day!

8:00 – AA

17

18

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

19
8am Bible Study

24

25
Memorial Day!

26
8am Bible Study

23

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study
June newsletter
submission deadline

10:00 Worship—
Facebook

9

8:00 – AA

27
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

31
10:00 Worship—
Facebook

Every day is subject to change due to Covid19. Please follow our Facebook page for
updates on events. We do our best to post
changes and announcements.

28
1pm—Faith Circle,
Sunset Room

29

30

