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APRIL 2020

A BEAUTIFUL DAY TO
BAG THE BEANS

April Mission of the Month:
“YES WE CAN”
West Millcreek Food Pantry
This is our local food pantry located right behind Westminster Presbyterian
Church on West 26th Street.

A gigantic THANK YOU to everybody who helped
successfully package 20,000 beans & rice meals for
the 2nd Harvest Food Bank on Sunday, March
8th! Praise God for providing all of the resources
and people-power that was needed. Without all of
you, and the family and friends that you invited, the
challenge seemed too great. With God and our COTC
family, nothing is impossible!
A special shout-out to the Church Life Committee for
the spectacular snacks and to our dynamic DJ and
live performer, Yeshuwa Myers!

Please join us for our April Project "YES WE CAN" as we continue the
battle against local hunger. While we do have a few folks at COTC who
regularly bring in items for WMFP, we are asking everybody who is
able to bring in CANS and other non-perishable food items each week
and we will build a collection in the sanctuary.

In addition, we are looking for some folks who would like to do some
hands-on service work at the West Millcreek Food Pantry in
April. There is still a tremendous need among our neighbors who need
food and the WMFP plans to remain open to help these people. Current
plans are to offer a drive up service where volunteers will load food into
people's vehicles. Help is needed on Tuesdays, April 14th and 28th
from 7 - 11 AM. There is also a produce truck delivery at 8 AM that
needs to be unloaded if the later start time works better. Also on Friday,
April 24th, a truck delivers approximately 5,000 pounds of food which
needs to be unloaded. Volunteers are needed for this project from 8:30 10 AM.
Listen for further announcements in case any of these plans change due
to further COVID-19 restrictions.
***Please see Karen & John Schmitt to sign up to work.***
Together, we are being the hands of Christ. YES WE CAN!

Worship of the Month
April 2020 Preaching Schedule
April 5: Palm Sunday
(with Lord’s Supper)
Text: Matthew 21: 1-11
Teaching: The Future Begins Now!
April 9: Maundy Thursday
(with Lord’s Supper)
Text: A Last Supper Menu
Teaching: I Corinthians 11: 23-26
April 12: Resurrection of the Lord
(with Lord’s Supper)
Text: God’s Brand-New Week
Teaching: John 20: 1-18
April 19: 2nd Sunday of Easter

Text: Acts 2: 14a, 22-32

STUDY ALONG WITH THE

Teaching: Yo! Listen up!

PASTOR THIS MONTH!

April 26: 3rd Sunday of Easter
Text: Acts 2: 14a, 36-41; 1 Peter 1: 17-23
Teaching: There’s Still Time…and Hope…And Love

Pastor’s Message:
All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any
had need.
Acts 2: 44-45
My friends,

Congratulations to
Jim Butts & Linda Houston
for their upcoming marriage!

In this new age of the coronavirus known as COVID-19 or SARS-CoV-2,
we’re just not sure what to do or think. I remember learning about HIV/
AIDS growing up as a kid in the 90’s. I remember hearing about SARS,
MERS, H1N1, and similar bugs. But this one seems to really have us in a
panic. Some are good reasons and others are probably blown out of
proportion. In either way, a united, community-wide response has had to
be taken.
I have found that the recommendations which are being made by public
health experts are incredibly consistent to what we have been teaching
and talking about for a couple thousand years in Christianity: sacrifice.
Public health folks have been asking all of us 50 and younger to stay
home, stay out of health care settings (like nursing homes) and to
generally think about those who are older than we and those who are
immunocompromised. We’ve had to curtail our plans; we’ve had to make
sacrifices.
I cannot tell you how many soundbites, news clips, and headlines have
used the word sacrifice but I have seen this word appear a lot.
We have become accustomed in this country to being able to go, do,
move, buy, and interact as freely as we choose. So, when an order comes
down to limit, stay home, and not move so freely, we’re a bit put off by
the notion. Some of the people I know in my own age bracket have said,
“The experts say it won’t hurt me; so why can’t I just go out and do what I
want?” To which I have responded, “Because the world doesn’t revolve
around you. You have to think of other people ahead of yourself.”
I wonder why I don’t have a lot of friends….

Garrett Trott—4/01

Paula Kiehl—4/12

Sarah Pendleton—4/02

Julie Pendleton—4/14

Julia Taylor—4/03

Lisa Kiehl—4/16

Robert Ricart—4/05

Michael Oas—4/18

Kirk Warner—4/05

Tristan Milie—4/23

Janice Sivek—4/06

David Taylor—4/23

Joshua Daniel—4/07

Ronald George—4/27

Amy Fugate—4/07

Kevin Cain—4/30

Jenny Carner—4/08

David McConahy—4/30

Laurie Law—4/08

Irene McCullough—4/30

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
Ron George
COTC: Member since COTC was built
Occupation: Custodial Staff
Birthday: April 27th

Anniversary: May 27th, 1978
Biography:
Ron grew up in the east side of Erie, PA, and lived in multiple areas in
Erie such as 7th and Holland, moved to 9th in German, 23rd in Myrtle,
and 23rd in Chestnut. He met his wife while remodeling the
Greengarden Tavern and married in 1978. He has four wonderful
children, three sons and one daughter. One of his children live in Erie
while the others are out of the state. All three of his son’s wrestle, and
his youngest went to states twice. He has five grandchildren; two
grandchildren from his daughter and three from one of his son’s.
Fun Fact: Ron helped build Church of the Cross. He was almost in the
‘72 Olympics in Munich Germany for wrestling. He had also owned a
1967 GTO and a Chevelle SS Super Sport 396.

Sacrifice is what we’ve been about as Christians since our Christ called
for us to consider the “least of these” (Matthew 25: 31-46). We’ve been
about giving up for the sake of the other since the early days of the
church (see that Acts snippet above). We’ve been about the care,
welfare, and life of other people ahead of ourselves for a really long
time.
This, friends, is our time to shine. This current situation is our time to
be able to share hope-filled words and to demonstrate the othercentered way of life that Jesus showed to us. So what if you have to
stay home more? So what if you have to not go out as much? Spend
some extra time with family; read; watch a good movie; binge watch a
series on Netflix. Get that housework done you’ve been putting off; call
your friends and family; go for a walk; take a hike; find some peace.
Use the extra time to check in on neighbors; make a meal for an
elderly friend or neighbor who is afraid to go out. Offer to go to the
store for them.
The most Christian thing you can do right now is to do very little. That
sounds counterintuitive, of course, but in this situation it is the best
course of action.

Favorite Song & Movie: I Can Only Imagine ~MercyMe

Together, we’ll get through. Keep your head; keep the faith; love one
another. And…WASH YOUR HANDS!

Hobbies: Ron enjoys Bible Study and he has been involved with the
Kairos Prison Ministry for 30 years.

Peace and Joy,

Rev. Pastor Drew Himes

MercyMe singer Bart Millard

Key Notes by Sally
Wow! What a difference a few weeks make in our lives! And how quickly things
move from China! The pandemic that we all face as a human race can really make us
take a few steps back and cause us to reflect on what is important; taking care of
those we love, even if it means keeping a distance, using our technology to educate
our children and to work from our homes. And now our worship services have been
simplified, if not canceled, as to protect those who are at the most risk, our dear
elderly folk. These are the people who have been our rock in building our churches
over the decades. Our world has been shaken by something so small, yet potentially
fatal.
Since the days of Moses, plagues have faced this earth. We as a people know all too
well, the many diseases that have affected our family and friends. We can be
thankful for the scientist who have committed their skills to our medical world.
So, how does this mix in with worship? Or with music in our church? How does all of
this affect us as a church? Guess what friends?! This is exactly what we have been
training for! To BE the church in uncertain times. To reach out to the helpless, to
take a meal to a friend, to share words of encouragement, to pray for one another,
to call on fellow Christians, to heed the call of Christ in a world who is worried, panicked and uncertain of the future.
In these times, we are given more opportunity to worship God through listening to
music, to pray, to read scripture. We can come to the Throne of God with our knees
on the floor and our hands reaching out to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. He has
been waiting and waiting for us to slow down so that He can speak to us, so that we
can worship Him, so that we can realize that our dependence is on Him, and not of
the things of this world. As much as I love all of my activities, I am thankful for a few
extra hours to do more for my family, to cook a little more, to sit at the table, and to
hear what each person is experiencing.
God Loves His children, He wants to hear from you. He wants to hear you say how
much you love Him. God in his love and mercy wants to spend time with you. If you
or a family member or a friend becomes ill, rely on the healing power of God. He
wills for us to survive this pandemic. He longs for us to be well and to be happy.
He will Hold me fast. He will hold me
fast. For my Savior Loves me so, He will hold
me fast. (Matt Papa and Matt Boswell)

ELDER OF THE MONTH
Min Kim
Member of the Church: 2003-Present
Elder: Since 2007
Birthday: September 12th
College: Oakland University in Rochester, MI, for a Biology
Degree

Favorite Scripture: Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning when God
created the heavens and the earth.” Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brothers, whatever is true,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy–think about such things. Whatever you have learned or received or hear
from me, or seen in me–put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.”

Biography:
Min Kim was born in South Korea and moved to the states in 1987 with her parents. She
lived in Detroit, MI, for 16 years. She met her husband at Korean Presbyterian Church of
Metro Detroit and later moved to Erie, PA, after getting married. Her husband bought a
Beauty Supply business and later they had their two sons, Timothy and David.
Growing up, her father was a Presbyterian Pastor and so she followed the Christian faith.
“Growing up in the Christian environment is a gift from God,” she said. It was very
important to Min Kim and her husband to attend a church that had children's ministries.
They soon found Church of the Cross that had children education and became members
in 2003. Currently, Min Kim helps her husband with the business while her sons are in
college. Timothy attends Geneva College for Student Ministry and Mission, and David
attends Rochester Institute of Technology for Computer Science.

Fun Fact: Min Kim enjoys winter snowboarding with her family and playing the piano
and flute. She loves to read, especially Christian related materials, such as the bible, and
listening to Christian music. She has knitted many beautiful prayer shawls for members
of COTC.

Favorite Team: EPL England Premier League. Favorite player is Heung-Min Son who
plays as a winger for Tottenham Hotspur.

Church of the Cross:

Church Property

Minutes of the Session
Mission
Properties
New phone system is being installed with new
wiring and better WIFI connections in both
buildings. System is being paid for with income
from gym rentals.
Spring cleanup of church property will be
Saturday, May 9th, from 8:30 AM – Noon.

Evangelism and Church Life

May 9th, 8:30 AM—Noon

Committee will take charge of the bake sale in
conjunction with spring rummage sale on May
16th.

“Thank you” to all who participated in “Bag the
Beans.” Over the past 8 years of COTC participation, 180,000 meals have been packaged.
April mission focus will be Millcreek Food Pantry.

Highway cleanup is scheduled for Saturday
morning, June 6th.

Worship and Music
New sound board has been installed in the
sound booth.

Christian Education
April adult Sunday School focus is “Bible 101.”

SAVE THE DATE!
Next Session Meeting:
We need volunteers to attend our spring cleanup and
help with trimming shrubs, weeding, spreading
mulch, and more! Bring your friend’s and family!
We are in need of someone who has access to a
vehicle that will pull a cart full of mulch.
For more information or questions contact Sue Ohrn!

APRIL 8th
Our average attendance is approximately — 81 (before closure)
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of March:
Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$71,796

$69,710

$72,706

Missions Budget

$10,282

$7,860

$3,482

Per Capita Receipts

$1,343

The Per Capita assessment for 2020 is $31.50 per member

Pop-Up Projects
“Pop-Up Projects”
are for
People with a Passion
who want to go out into our Erie community to be the “hands & feet of
Christ.”
Notify the Mission Committee if you have an idea you’d like to pursue!
For example, money to:
Purchase boots, coats, and/or gloves to distribute when the weather gets
cold? Buy supplies to serve a meal? Make a “Blizzard of Blankets” for those
in need?
*** Contact the Huzinecs and/or the Schmitts***

Sack Lunch Saturday
Join us at COTC on Saturday, April 18th, at 9:00 a.m., to help pack lunches for
those in need and distribute them to various downtown locations at 11am. SLS is also
collecting blankets, socks, hand/foot warmers, and monetary donations to help purchase blankets for the winter months that will be passed out with the lunches. Monetary donations can be given directly to Brady Himes or left in the church office to
her attention. Please also indicate what you’d like to purchase with your generous
donation. It only takes $0.73 to provide a sandwich, chips, banana, water and the
sack to serve in it!

Christian Education Classes
Bible 101-Everything you wanted to know but were too afraid to ask.

Come and bring your questions, thoughts, and wonderments
about Scripture as we venture together over these four weeks
to gain a better understanding of Scripture.

May 16th, 9:00 AM—3:00 PM
Join us for our rummage sale!

May 18th, 9:00 AM—11:00 AM = BAG DAY!
$2.00 gets you a bag to stuff with goodies.
We are in need of volunteers to help setup

from May 11th-15th from 9:00 AM—2 PM.
You may bring your donations for the sale up
until May 13th. Please visit during office hours
to gain access to the store room. The office is
closed from 3/23-4/6 until further notice.
All proceeds will go to local missions.

Yeshuwa Reviews
"His Mercy Is More"
By Matt Papa & Matt Boswell
This is a hymn that we can recall from our March 8th Sunday Service. I
enjoy this hymn because the chorus has a simple message of God having
mercy on all His people, no matter where we may fall short. This is a
good reminder for us as a way we should grow more into being more
merciful towards friends, family, co-workers, and people who may
trespass against us in our daily lives; especially in times of hardship
where emotions & tension can be on edge. God does this through His
forgiveness upon us. I believe that we as people of God can all be more
forgiving or more merciful towards one another by not being judgmental
and not holding grudges, but by being loving, showing understanding,
and being forgiving as God is and by following His example. God will
always have more mercy than us, but why not strive to be as merciful as
God is?

Don Wolfe

Amy Fugate

-Yeshuwa Myers
Check out Yeshuwa on SoundCloud:
https://soundcloud.com/yeshuwa/

You can watch the video of Matt
Boswell and Boyce College Choir on
YouTube!

Ben Fugate

David & Amy Fugate

Every day is subject to change due to
Covid-19. Please follow our Facebook
page for updates on events. We do our
best to post changes and announcements.

APRIL
“I walk by faith even when I can not see”
~2 Corinthians 5:7

Sunday
Sunday

1

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship

Monday
Monday
7:00 Handbells
Rehearsal

8
5
6
9:00 Sunday School
7:00 Handbells
Handbells
Rehearsal—
No worship
Rehearsal
10:00 Worship
Canceled
BAG THE BEANS
15
12
13
9:00 Sunday School
7:00 Handbells
Rehearsal
7:00 Handbells
No worship
10:00 Worship
Rehearsal

He Is Risen!
22
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship
19

Tuesday
Tuesday

9

7:00 Handbells
Rehearsal

Wednesday
Wednesday

4

Thursday
Thursday
2

7am Men’s Study
21
8am Bible Study
30
7am Men’s Study

8am Bible Study

29
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

12

10

Saturday
Saturday
4

7

13

11

19

20

17

21
18
SACK LUNCH
SATURDAY—9 AM
SACK LUNCH
SATURDAY – 9 AM
8:00 – AA
27

28

8:00 – AA

6:30-8 Choir
Rehearsal

24

25
8:00 – AA

8:00 – AA

30
6:30-8 Choir Rehearsal

6pm-9pm Pickleball

Food Pantry Items
5th—Spaghetti & Sauce
12th—Mac and Cheese &
Peanut Butter
19th—Cereal & Baked Beans

Remove this page and hang it on your fridge!

14

8:00 – AA
8:00 – AA

26

22
23
6pm-9pm Pickleball
10am Ladies’ Bible
6:30-8 Choir
Rehearsal
Study
31
6pm-9pm Pickleball
1:00 Faith Circle—
Sunset Room

28

3

6

8:00 – AA
8:00 – AA

25
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

Friday
Friday

The Lunch Bunch –

10

24

5

Lunch Bunch—1 PM
Canceled

11
8
9
10am Ladies’ Bible
6:30-8 Choir
10am Ladies’
6:30-8 Rehearsal
Choir
Study Bible
Rehearsal
Study
6pm-9pm Pickleball
6pm-9pm Pickleball
7:00 Session Meeting
7:00 Session Meeting
16
17
18
14
15
16
7am Men’s Study
10am Ladies’ Bible
6:30-8 Choir
Study Bible
8am Bible Study
10am Ladies’
6:30-8 Rehearsal
Choir
St. Patrick’s Day!Study
Rehearsal
6pm-9pm Pickleball
6pm-9pm Pickleball
7
7am Men’s Study
8am Bible Study

7:00 Handbells
Rehearsal
20

7:00 Handbells
Rehearsal
29
May newsletter
9:00 Sunday Schoolsubmission
7:00 Handbells
deadline
Rehearsal
10:00 Worship
26
27

3

1
7am Men’s Study
10am Ladies’ Bible
6:30-8 Choir
10am Ladies’
6:30-8 Rehearsal
Choir
Study Bible
Rehearsal
Study
6pm-9pm Pickleball
6pm-9pm Pickleball

23

No worship

No worship

2

26th—Tuna & Canned Spaghetti

