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HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY!
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Answer: 37
Hint: Were they ALL four-leaf clovers? Did you notice
the cover page?
For questions, email Taylor@cotc.org
This fun game was inspired by Taylor Powell’s wonderful
mother. Hope you enjoy!
Let us know if you found them all! Winners featured in
next newsletter.

Good luck!
Can you pick out all of the
four-leaf clovers from this
newsletter?

GAME TIME!

Worship of the Month
March 2020 Preaching Schedule
March 1: 1st Sunday in Lent
(with Lord’s Supper)
Text: Genesis 2: 15-17, 3: 1-7; Matthew 4: 1-11
Teaching: The Beginning of Our Downfall
March 8: 2nd Sunday in Lent
Text: Genesis 12: 1-4a; John 3: 1-17
Teaching: Our Second Chance
March 15: 3rd Sunday in Lent
Text: Exodus 17: 1-7; John 4: 5-42
Teaching: What Are We Doing Here?
March 22: 4th Sunday in Lent
Text: 1 Samuel 16: 1-13; John 9: 1-41
Teaching: Are We Ready to See God’s Future?

March 29: 5th Sunday in Lent
Text: Ezekiel 37: 1-14; John 11: 1-45
Teaching: Are We Ready for New Life?
STUDY ALONG WITH THE
Taylor@cotc.org for the answers

PASTOR THIS MONTH!

Pastor’s Message:
“Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the
seventh day God finished the work that God had done, and God rested on the
seventh day from all the work that God had done. So God blessed the seventh day
and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that God had done in
creation.”
Genesis 2: 1-3
As you read this, we have already begun the 40 day journey to Resurrection
Sunday (or Easter) called Lent. Lent is a centuries old tradition dating back to the
early 300s AD when the church realized that it was deeply important to spend a
period of time in mourning and penitence for their sinfulness.

Diane & Dave Sheffer–
3/25/2006

We have all continued that tradition to this day in one way or another.
One of the most important aspects of Lent, for me at least, is the work to find
wholeness. Lent gives me a time and opportunity to reflect on everything that
fractures me. Lent, for me, is a time of deep searching to find, name, and eliminate
my sinful ways. It is a time for me to think about my evil and misguided thoughts
and actions and to seek to find and accept God’s forgiveness.

This is no easy task. During Lent I take more time in silence. During Lent I set aside
special time to simply sit in God’s presence and reflect prayerfully and silently on
how I have walked away from God and what I must do to get back.
In order to do this, I have to be very intentional about my Shabbat (or Sabbath).
Shabbat is a very necessary discipline for every single one of us. It was
inaugurated in the biblical passage I quoted above when God shabbat after
creating the heavens and the earth. Shabbat is a Hebrew word which means to
“end, cease, stop, or halt.” While we could read that and say, “Well, yeah, God
stopped doing physical work,” we have to look a bit deeper.
Shabbat is more than just stopping work. Shabbat is essentially about two things:
disconnection and wholeness.
When we intentionally stop our regular routine, we disconnect from it. For example:
I get up every morning to come to the office at the same time. I then follow the
same morning ablutions, and eat the same food. I drive the same route and listen
to the same radio stations. I follow the same order of events each morning. I do this
each and every day. Until Friday. Friday is my day of Shabbat. Friday is the day
that I disconnect from all the routine.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Don Wolfe—3/9
Shirley Pecora—3/10
Virginia Hagan– 3/11
Valgean Smeltzer– 3/13
Thomas Pendleton—3/14
Betty Torrance– 3/15
Jennifer Cain—3/18
Jim Daniel—3/22
Matthew Trott—3/25
Jennifer Miller– 3/29
William Callahan—3/30

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
GRACE TROTT
Church of the Cross: Childcare Worker
College: Penn State Erie, The Behrend College
Pursued Degree: Mechanical Engineering
Biography:
Grace is currently in her senior year at Penn State Behrend. After
graduating from college, Grace aims to work on the development of
biomedical devices or design and make prosthetics. She is the
fundraising chair for the club Society Women Engineers at Behrend.
With this position, she makes and handles the preparations for
fundraisers. She also researches drones and grades homework at
college.

Fun Fact: Grace took a class on 3D printing and
owns a 3D printer, so she enjoys printings and
painting things for gifts and decorations.

Hobbies: Playing guitar, participating in trivia nights at different
restaurants, cooking, and playing video games. She also travels to visit
her boyfriend in Philly, who goes to school in Rochester.

On Fridays, I celebrate some sacred chaos. Instead of getting up at the same time, I
get up when my body is ready. I skip the morning ablutions (for a while) and sit quietly
reading or learning. Then maybe I’ll have breakfast…or shower. Then maybe I’ll run an
errand or two. But the last thing I have on my mind is time. I intentionally break out of
my routine and disconnect from my rhythm of work. I become different and other-ly
minded. I don’t think about church work or any of you (no offense). I read for pleasure
and I watch movies I have wanted to watch. I take a nap. I eat lunch. I have no
schedule for my Fridays.
That’s on purpose.
When God shabbat at the creation, God disconnected from God’s work. God was
essentially saying in that act of shabbat, “I am not what I created and what I created
isn’t me.” For us we might say, “I am not my work and my work is not who I am.” When
we shabbat, we break from what we do: what we make, think, or act like regularly. We
break from our routines and intentionally disconnect from our everyday lives.
The second dimension to this, wholeness, in inextricably linked to the first. When we
disconnect from those regularly scheduled lives, we almost instantly become whole
again.
When God shabbat, God disconnected from the work and become wholly God again.
Instead of having to be the one who created and blessed and formed and brought forth
into existence, God could simply exist completely within God’s self. God could fill that
world which God created with all of God’s presence and be fully present to all.
The same is true for us. When we practice intentional disconnection, we also practice
radical wholeness. We get to be complete again within ourselves. When we stop all
the constant stuff: schedules, events, people vying for our time, phone calls, and
running around, then we are able to be whole. We are whole to ourselves; we are
whole to God; we are whole to our sisters and brothers; we are whole to the world.
When we stop defining ourselves by what we do and instead allow ourselves to be
whole, we aren’t fractured any longer. There becomes a peace and stillness.
As we wind our way through Lent, I would encourage you all to practice Shabbat.
Intentionally disconnect from your life. Schedule less. Take a whole day of simply
being. Throw the schedule out the window; do what feels like a natural rhythm; don’t
force yourself to be anywhere at any specific time or follow a regimented routine.
Allow yourself to focus on your wholeness. Take intentional time to slow down over
these 40 days and rest in God’s presence. Search your heart and see what needs to
be changed. Search for God’s presence within you and among you.
May God grant to each of us the peace and wholeness that comes from rest.

Peace and Joy,

Pastor Drew

Key Notes by Sally
Church of the Cross has been blessed by people who have many different gifts.
I’m always excited to see those many facets of the church being run by people of
grace using their talents for the Lord. God loves when we come together to
build His church, not only in structure, but by going out into our neighborhoods
to share the love of Christ. As a church it is important to be involved in the ministries offered so that we can grow in fellowship and in the word. So, I ask, are
we supporting our programs enough? Not just through monetary means but
offering ourselves, giving the time and the work that it takes to continue the
ministry so that it remains effective? It’s often thought that it’s the Martha’s of
the church that get the work done. I think it’s important that we all be both
Mary and Martha; if we help one another with the work, we will all have the
time to sit at the feet of Christ.
When I came into this position as the Music Coordinator, I was given the assignment to update the music program of our church. The first part in doing
this assignment was to seek out new music for our worship time. I hope that you
are enjoying the new songs we have been singing on Sunday mornings. Updating our sound system became another area to address. In January, we installed a
new sound system. Another area that I have been focusing on is encouraging the
congregation to sing, to become God’s choir, that we would sing to Him for His
glory and for His faithfulness to us. Yes, I have just made YOU a member of the
COTC choir! When we all join in the song, there is a beautiful bond of fellowship. We as a congregation are created to worship Him, not only through word
and prayer, but also through songs that edify Him, Jesus Christ, who is the Savior of the world and who is the King of our hearts.
I have a favor to ask of you. If you have ever played an instrument, or sung in a
choir, I would like to talk to you. I want to know what your interest in music is
and if God would call you to dust off those instruments or exercise those vocal
chords and become an active participant in leading worship on Sunday Mornings. (For those who find themselves as shy, I understand, as I am one of those
persons, but God is working in me to be stronger for His purposes). This participation can be on a regular basis, or it can be an off and on basis. Visit me after
the church services through March, or email me at sally@cotc.org.
I am blessed by the members of Church of the Cross. We are a caring and loving
family. Let’s take our joy to the outskirts of our community. Let’s be the light of
Christ to others.

ELDER OF THE MONTH
Janice Daeschner
Member of the Church: Charter Member 1992
Birthday: September 9th
Elder: 2020. Shepherd for 20 years and Shepherd
Leader for several of those.

Favorite Scripture: John 3:16 - “For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish, but may have
eternal life.”

Football Team: Cleveland Browns
Biography:
Janice grew up in Lawrence Park and graduated from Lawrence Park High
School. She then graduated from Gannon College with a bachelor’s degree in
business education. She was certified in middle school math and currently is a
teacher at Our Lady of Peace School for advanced math. She has been married
to Rolf since 1970 and their 50th anniversary is this summer. They have three
children; their son Kevin and his wife Christine, and their 3 children, Brian and
his wife Christine and they also have 3 children; and their daughter Diane and
her 2 dogs. She cherishes spending time with her family, including her six
grandchildren and two granddogs.

Fun Fact: Rolf and her love to listen to Elvis Presley
music, especially his gospel songs. Due to them both being
teachers, they’ve done lots of traveling and have seen
many national parks. “It’s wonderful to see God’s beauty
in each one of them,” she says.

Church of the Cross:
Minutes of the Session
ATTENTION:
Youth in Middle & High School

Worship and Music
Mission

Join us for

“Bag the Beans” project is scheduled
for March 8th, 2020, immediately
following worship.

“The Church has Left the Building”

Interpretation and Support

Sunday, March 8th, 2020

About 66% of the 2020 budget has
been pledged.

This month we are staying at church to help
with

New sound board has been installed in
the sound booth.

Christian Education
Volunteers are needed to teach
Children's Church.

Evangelism and Church Life
Committee welcomes ideas for items
to be included in future bags for
shut-ins.

BAG THE BEANS

Next Session Meeting:

Meet us in the gym building following worship

March 11th

(Participants will qualify for 3.5 hours community service credit.)

Our average attendance is approximately — 84
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of January:
Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$23,932

$48,280

$42,365

Missions Budget

$27,360

$6,105

$2,412

Per Capita Receipts

$1,311

The Per Capita assessment for 2020 is $31.50 per member

The ladies of the Lunch Bunch will be going to
on West Lake Road on Friday, March 6th, at 1:00 p.m.
They will be joined by the women of the Faith Circle for a
time of food, fellowship, and fun!

Sack Lunch Saturday
Join us at COTC on Saturday, March 21st, at 9:00
a.m. to help pack lunches for those in need and
distribute them to various downtown locations at
11am. SLS is also collecting blankets, socks, hand/foot
warmers, and monetary donations to help purchase
blankets for the winter months that will be passed out
with the lunches. Monetary donations can be given
directly to Brady Himes or left in the church office to
her attention. Please also indicate what you’d like to
purchase with your generous donation. It only takes
$0.73 to provide a sandwich, chips, banana, water and
the sack to serve in it!

Follow our Facebook page
for updates and events!

Don and I would like to thank everyone for all their
prayers, cards, and food during my recent knee
replacement. I can feel the love as I wrap myself in my
prayer shawl. Thanks again.
~Lori and Don Wolfe

It’s Time for
Flowers
Easter Flower orders to decorate our worship area on
Easter morning. This year we have three options:
Azaleas $12.50 each
Daffodils $6.50 each
Tulips $6.50 each
Our deadline for ordering is April 5th.
Bulletin inserts for flower orders will be provided each Sunday
starting March 15th - April 5th.
Also note, you may take the flowers home after worship.

Christian Education Classes
“An Introduction to the Old Testament with Dr. Suzie Park”

The Old Testament is a rich collection of
texts spanning thousands of years of
Ancient Israelite history. With wit and
humor, Dr. Suzie Park makes these
seemingly old books fresh and new.

Yeshuwa Reviews

March Mission of the Month:

My Worth Is Not In What I Own
This month's song comes from the February 9th service's prelude,
"My Worth Is Not In What I Own," by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty,
and Graham Kendrick. This is a song with a great message and
reminder that life and our worth is more meaningful than material
things and deeper than skin.
In the second verse there is a line that goes, "I will not boast in
wealth or might Or human wisdom's fading light, but I will boast in
knowing Christ At The Cross," which I liked because it reinforces the
title but also because being humble is something I strongly believe in.
Being humble comes from knowing one's self worth and not having
the need to prove it to other people but being content with what we
have or what wisdom we may have picked up along life's journey.
That's not to say being proud of an accomplishment and sharing it
with people we love and who love us is a negative thing, but knowing
that there is a time and place for these things. However, being
children of God is a great reason to celebrate and to be proud,
especially at Church of the Cross!

- Yeshuwa Myers
Check out Yeshuwa on SoundCloud:
https://soundcloud.com/yeshuwa/

BAG THE BEANS
Kids Care
An Outreach Program, Inc. Program
PACKAGING MEALS FOR VULNERABLE CHILDREN
Plan to stay after worship: Sunday, March 8th, 2020
For the 8th year we will meet in the gym following worship to pack
20,000 bean and rice meals; which will feed hungry people in the
Erie County. It will be distributed to the local food pantries through
the Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwestern, PA. This is a super
fun time of fellowship and mission that can be enjoyed by all age
groups. We are looking for LOTS OF HELP! We need at least 120
people PLUS runners. This is an opportunity to come to church and
help feed the hungry in Erie Co.!

SAVE THE DATE!

PLEASE JOIN AND HELP!

MARCH
“Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.”
Psalm 119:105
Sunday

Monday
1

9:00 Sunday School

Tuesday
2

7:00 Handbells
Rehearsal

10:00 Worship

Wednesday
3

7am Men’s Study

Thursday
4

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

Friday
5

6:30-8 Choir
Rehearsal

Saturday
6

The Lunch Bunch –
1 PM

6pm-9pm Pickleball
8

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship
BAG THE BEANS

9
7:00 Handbells
Rehearsal

10:00 Worship

7am Men’s Study

8:00 – AA
11

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

12

13

16
7:00 Handbells
Rehearsal

17
7am Men’s Study

8:00 – AA

7:00 Session Meeting
18
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

St. Patrick’s Day!

14

6:30-8 Choir
Rehearsal

6pm-9pm Pickleball

15
9:00 Sunday School

10

7

19

20

6:30-8 Choir
Rehearsal

21
SACK LUNCH
SATURDAY—9 AM

6pm-9pm Pickleball
8:00 – AA

22
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship

23
7:00 Handbells
Rehearsal

25
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

7am Men’s Study

26

9:00 Sunday School

30
7:00 Handbells
Rehearsal

27

28

6:30-8 Choir
Rehearsal

6pm-9pm Pickleball

29

10:00 Worship

24

8:00 – AA

31
7am Men’s Study

Food Pantry Items
1st—Tuna & Canned Spaghetti
8th—Spaghetti & Sauce
15th—Mac and Cheese &
Peanut Butter

Remove this page and hang it on your fridge!

22rd—Cereal & Baked Beans
29th—Cereal & Soup

