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Worship of the Month
February 2020 Preaching Schedule
February 2nd: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
(with Lord’s Supper)
Text: Micah 6: 3-8; I Corinthians 1: 18-31; Matthew 5: 1-12
Teaching: Vision 2020: CROSS
February 9th: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Text: Isaiah 58: 1-5; Matthew 5: 13-20
Teaching: Vision 2020: CHURCH
February 16th: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Text: Deuteronomy 30: 15-20; I Corinthians 3: 1-9
Teaching: Vision 2020: CHOICE
February 23rd: The Transfiguration of the Lord
Text: Exodus 19: 1-6; Matthew 17: 1-9

Teaching: Vision 2020: GOSPEL

STUDY ALONG WITH THE
PASTOR THIS MONTH!

Pastor’s Message:
“Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for
doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated,
but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone
who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness
and reverence.”
I Peter 3: 13-16a

Congratulations to
Linda Houston & Jim Butts for
their engagement!

I recently had a conversation with a pastor friend of mine and we were talking about
how good Presbyterians are at deed (or doing) ministry. We’re great at organizing,
raising money, giving money, going and doing, baking a casserole, and on and on our
list went.

But then, as my friend bluntly put it, “We stink at word ministry.” By word ministry he
meant sharing the Gospel or our experience of it with others in words.
We’re good at the doing part; we don’t always associate the word part with the deed
part. And so, we become, as my friend and I agreed, just nice religious people who do
nice things. We don’t always (or even often) reinforce the works that we do with words
explaining why we do them or how we understand God to be present in our actions. We
find it fairly easy to do; not as easy to say or discuss or talk about.
As a disclaimer, I am NOT saying we should stop doing. Not in the least! We can and do
organize teams of people to do amazing work. And it’s all very, very important
Christ-centered work.

Jaehwan Kim & Min Choo-Kim —2/20/1999
Jim & Peggy Black—2/26/1997

At this church we have worked alongside ServErie; we’ve spent time at Our Neighbors’
Place; people have served at Emmaus Soup Kitchen; we take lunches to the homeless,
and on and on our deeds go. And these are very, very important deeds. These deeds
embody the Kin-dom of God. These deeds bring the love of Jesus Christ in a truly
incarnational (in flesh) way to our community. They are an embodied demonstration for
those who are often overlooked or looked down upon in our society that people of faith
still regard them as human and relish the opportunity to serve them just as they would
serve Jesus Christ himself.
I saw this first hand when we manned the Our Neighbors’ Place shelter back in January.
While it’s always a wonderful experience to see some of you interact with the residents
of the shelter, this one particular evening was especially powerful. As I looked out, I saw
some of you throwing an arm of love and support around someone you don’t know all
that well; I saw you laughing and telling stories like old friends; I watched as you broke
bread at table; I saw hugs, hands held, pats on the back, and smiles. What I saw
friends, was the presence of our Risen Christ right in front of me. It was a powerful
experience; it was deeply spiritual for me. I honestly can’t even describe in words the
depth of emotions that I experienced. All I can say is that I was so blessed that night to
be afforded this opportunity to look right into the future world when Christ returns and
the Kin-dom is complete. In other words…I got to see Heaven that night.

Colleen Smith—2/02
Jeaniva Milie—2/04
John Schmitt—2/06

And it was powerful.

Teresa Buchholz—2/07

But I wonder if we’re remiss in these situations if we don’t also take the opportunity to
share our faith in word too?

Dian Tessauro—2/07

Patricia Bartlett—2/11
Carol Wilkins—2/12
Donna Walkow—2/16
Susan McConnell—2/18
Dolores Lyons—2/24
Karen Schmitt—2/24

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
Irwin Markle
Birthday: May 3rd
Occupation: Irwin works at Erie Aviation Inc.,
where he not only helps people with projects, but
handles a wide variety of work such as maintenance
and painting. At Church of the Cross, he focuses on
custodial maintenance and has done a spectacular
job at organizing the maintenance room. He also
helps with painting, cleaning, and fixing things.

Biography:
Irwin has lived in Erie his whole life. He graduated from East High School and
went to a 18-month program at OYC to further his education with general
construction. He had already gained many skills due to wood shop class in
high school, but then learned how to plumb, level, and more at the trade
school. He has two sons, Travis and Aaron, and together they enjoy playing
their 6-string guitars. Irwin has been relearning to play the guitar thanks to his
son Aaron. Irwin also has three wonderful grandchildren, Taylor, Makenzie,
and Landon. He enjoys going to the movies with his granddaughters and
flying kites with them.

Favorite Movie: August Rush (2007)
Fun Fact: Irwin enjoys kite flying, fishing for perch, and building model cars
and ships.

Football Team: Green Bay Packers

I certainly don’t mean forcing beliefs upon people who are uncomfortable with the idea or
standing on a milk crate in the middle of the room and screaming Gospel passages. But I
wonder…what if we each talked about our faith a little bit in all of these opportunities of
sharing?
I have found being at Our Neighbors’ Place that so often the residents will share a story of
hardship, loss, or sadness with me. They will share that they are scared and lost. I often
listen and even offer to pray with and for them and provide what pastoral care that I can.
But I freely admit…I fail to take these opportunities to share the transformational story of
the Gospel with them. I fail to tell how Jesus Christ has saved me and saved them too; I
fail to talk about how I have seen God’s redeeming hand at work. I fail to tell the stories of
times when I too was in the utter darkness and just as lost and scared and unsure.
In brief…I fail to share my faith.
But all hope is not lost; we’re not abject failures. God will use us yet! And surprisingly, the
good news for us is that we’re Presbyterians. So, this will be a super easy fix.
As Presbyterians we are people of Word and Sacrament. These, we understand, are
central to our lives of faith because they are the central means through which God speaks
with us and to us. We hear God’s words for us in Scripture and we experience the
embodied grace of God in our sacraments. We are, therefore, accustomed to this pattern
of word+deed.
Think of it this way: On communion Sundays, what do we have? We hear the reading and
proclamation of the Gospel (Scripture and teaching) and then we share the sacrament of
the Table (sacrament). To put this in perfectly earthy terms…we gather around a table, tell
stories, and share a meal.

We know this pattern well outside of the church too: It’s what we do at Thanksgiving,
Christmas dinner, and Fourth of July barbeques; it’s what we do at family reunions and
birthday parties. We gather around tables, break bread, and tell family stories.
That’s exactly what Jesus was doing in the Last Supper. As he and his disciples gathered
in the upper room, they told the old, old story of Exodus. They talked about their past and
what had brought them to where they presently were; how they were saved by God’s
actions. And they shared a meal while gathered there.
When we partner with organizations like Our Neighbors’ Place or Emmaus Soup Kitchen
or the Erie City Mission, what are we doing? We’re gathering around tables, telling stories,
and sharing a meal. Does that pattern sound familiar?

We can take these opportunities to share our faith not only in our actions, but also in our
words. We can honestly and authentically enter into the lives of others who often begin as
strangers and we walk away as friends. We can share our own story of salvation…not
some boiler plate sales pitch Christianity…but instead our own deep and personal story of
how we have seen and known God’s love for us. In this way, then, we remain Word and
Sacrament people; word and deed Christians. People who speak and do; go and show.
May God bless all of us and give us the strength, courage, and wisdom to speak our faith
in deed…and word!

Peace and Joy,

Pastor Drew

Key Notes by Sally
I have many fond memories of singing in church as a young person. I recall beloved Sunday school
songs such as “Climb up Sunshine Mountain,” “Do Lord,” “This Little Light of Mine,” “Zacchaeus,”
and of course “Jesus Loves Me.” As a youth, I remember songs such as “Pass it On,” and “He’s
Everything to Me” as favorites in our group, 40 years ago. I often think that many of these songs
have been forgotten as I have not heard them sung in a very long time.
When we began the contemporary movement to sing worship songs from a screen, much of our
traditional practices of singing changed. It has been a real struggle for worship leaders to create a
balance of holding onto the traditional hymns and to move forward with young worshippers in a
new way of worshipping. Like everything in life, there are always new ways to everything that we
do. I was in my early twenties and helping to lead worship when I directed a neighboring church to
go to a screen. It was because new songs were being written so quickly and were not in the hymnal.
So, to keep up with the times, we moved to this format of using a screen so that the words were
made readily available. But did we leave behind the tradition of sharing hymnals with our loved
ones for viewing a screen that directs our eyes toward the cross?
I had the awesome experience to attend a Getty Sing conference last August. I have reserved my
seat to go again this year. I can’t wait. Keith and Kristin Getty are writers of modern-day hymns.
Their lyrics are biblically sound and the music is refreshing. To hear them play their music with
bagpipes, penny whistles, violins, drums, and guitars along with piano is an experience in itself. Yes,
they are from Ireland. Singing is brought alive through the sounds of these instruments and the
singing of 13,000 people. They have written a book called Sing, How Worship Transforms Your Life,
Family and Church. In February, during the Sunday School hours, I will be teaching from this book
along with a book from Joni Earekson Tada where she and other prominent teachers of the word
expound on the essence of hymns and how they have impacted their lives. I hope that you will join
me to seek a deeper understanding to why we sing in church, to discover why our favorite hymn is
our favorite, and to examine how we as a church depend on music to expand our relationship with
God.
Old songs or new, music has been a source of worship for thousands of years. Yes, we are going to
be exposed to many new songs, but we also have the richness of the heritage of the old. As we look
ahead to this next year at COTC, I encourage you to take your bulletins home which have the songs
written out, find those songs on your phone or computer and continue singing those songs during
the week. Leave the bulletin on your table so that you are reminded of the seeds that were planted.
Share them with neighbors or to a shut in who need encouragement. The bulletin shouldn’t be just
for Sunday mornings itinerary. They can become part of your daily devotional.
Another thought is to use the scripture listings in the newsletter to pray and study along with the
pastor as he prepares the weekly sermons. In my working with Drew these past 6 months I have
found it helpful to have read the scripture ahead of time before discussing the theme as we plan for
the services. Part of our ability to accept new ideas is to prepare our hearts for what’s ahead. Studying and rehearsing work the same way as we allow our selves to be open to God’s plan in our lives.
I encourage you to join us on Thursday evenings at 6:30in the music room as we learn the hymn
sand worship songs for Sunday mornings. Also, join our prayer time at 9:45 before church begins,
you can find us in the front of the sanctuary. We invite anyone to join us!

ELDER OF THE MONTH
Matt Trott
Member of the Church: Matt Trott and wife Jennifer became
COTC members in 2002.
Children/Family: Wife Jennifer (Hetrick) Trott, married in 1997
at Westminster Presbyterian Church of Erie and two sons Steven Trott, 18, and Garrett Trott, 13.

Favorite Quote: “99% of the people in the world are asleep and
the other 1% live in a state of constant astonishment” - Joe Versus the Volcano.
Favorite Scripture: Philippians 4: 6-7: Do not be anxious about anything, but in
every situation, by prayer and petition, with Thanksgiving, present your requests
to God., or as he paraphrases: “Don’t Worry, Be Happy and Faithful”…
Biography: Besides serving for the second time on Session as an Elder for COTC, Matt
enjoys learning and sharing information about Bible, religion, Reformed Theology and
working in diverse groups, to meet his personal mission to share in the “Diffusion of
Liberal Cultures”.

Matt is a member of The Jeep Mafia and is a proud owner and maintainer
of his 2001 Jeep Wrangler Sahara which is fun to drive in both winter and
summer. Besides automotive mechanics, Matt was a former boxer at
Cathedral Prep and a dedicated fan of all Penn State sports and the NFL
Oakland (now Las Vegas) Raiders.
Matt graduated from Penn State University, with Bachelors in Geography and Minor in
Business Logistics.
He is past President of the Erie Independent Council on Aging (ICA) and current Chair
of the ICA Legislative Committee, and Niagara Network, Matt travels regularly to Harrisburg and to conferences as a participating member of the American Society on
Aging (ASA), the National Council on Aging (NCOA), National Assoc. of Area Agencies
on Aging (N4A) and PA Association of Area Agencies on Aging (P4A).
Employed at THE Greater Erie Community Action Committee (GECAC) since 1998 (22
years) and currently the Division Manager of the Area Agency on Aging in Erie at
GECAC, with responsibility for directing more than $8 million worth of services provided each year to older adults throughout Erie County.

Church of the Cross:
Minutes of the Session
Mission

ATTENTION: Youth in Middle and High School
Join us for
“The Church has Left the Building”

Worship and Music

“Bag the Beans” project is scheduled
for March 8th, 2020, immediately following worship

Plans are underway for a fundraiser to
defray cost of improvements to the
sound booth.

Interpretation and Support
About 60% of the 2020 budget has
been pledged.

Christian Education
Volunteers are needed to teach
Children's Church

Saturday, February 8th, 2020
This month we will spend time with residents at the

Pennsylvania Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Home
Next Session Meeting:

Meet us in the gym building at 9:00 A.M.
We’ll return to COTC for lunch and be ready to head home
by 12:00 P.M.
All students must have a signed liability waiver on file.
(Participants will qualify for 3.5 hours community service credit.)

February 12th
Our average attendance is approximately — 78
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of January:
Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$23,932

$41,757

$31,175

Missions Budget

$27,360

$892

$0

Per Capita Receipts

$892

The Per Capita assessment for 2020 is $31.50 per member

BAG THE BEANS
Kids Care
An Outreach Program, Inc. Program



especially with the wrapping up of 2019 projects. We also thank everyone

PACKAGING MEALS FOR VULNERABLE CHILDREN

who helped gather data, create reports, stuff envelopes, staple and more!

Plan to stay after worship: Sunday, March 8th, 2020
For the 8th year we will meet in the gym following worship to pack 20,000
bean and rice meals; which will feed hungry people in the Erie County. It
will be distributed to the local food pantries through the Second Harvest
Food Bank of Northwestern, PA. This is a super fun time of fellowship and
mission that can be enjoyed by all age groups. SAVE THE DATE!

Thank you for the tremendous work that Taylor Powell has accomplished,



Thank you for your donations and loving help for the food drives and
missions. Together we can make sure everyone stays warm and has a full
belly during these frosty days.

VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER & MOVIE!
The ladies of the Lunch Bunch will be going to Bistro 26
in Erie on Friday, February 7th, at 1:00 p.m. They will be
joined by the women of the Faith Circle for a time of food,
fellowship, and fun!

Sack Lunch Saturday
Join us at COTC on Saturday, February 15th, at 9:00 a.m. to help pack
lunches for those in need and distribute them to various downtown locations at 11am. SLS is also collecting blankets, socks, hand/foot warmers, and
monetary donations to help purchase blankets for the winter months that
will be passed out with the lunches. Monetary donations can be given directly to Brady Himes or left in the church office to her attention. Please also
indicate what you’d like to purchase with your generous donation. It only
takes $0.73 to provide a sandwich, chips, banana, water and the sack to
serve in it!

Please join us in the Sanctuary
on Friday the 14th, 6:00 p.m.
for amazing food and a movie!

Menu Includes:

For adults only

Stuffed Chicken

$20.00/person

Homemade Meatloaf

Vegetable Tray
Mini Wraps

Four Cheese Mashed Potatoes
Penne with Marinara
Green Bean Medley
Rolls & Butter
Chocolate and Red Velvet Cupcakes

Yeshuwa Reviews

February Mission of the Month:
FILL THE FELLOWSHIP FREEZER

Whether it's the cool, old school beat, the catchy melodic flow of
the lyrics, or the scenic view the music video on YouTube has,
there's a reason why Chosen is one of my crowd favorites
whenever I hit the stage!
The lyrics tell a story of being uplifted spiritually & mentally, being
in good company, & striving towards a brighter future. The lyrics
have a 'feel-good' vibe to them that the crowd can relate to &
enjoy. The music backing the vocals has a classic hip-hop groove
that gives the lyrics a bounce to them that makes the whole tune
easy to bob your head to!

Check out 'Chosen' By Yeshuwa on SoundCloud
https://soundcloud.com/yeshuwa/chosen

- Yeshuwa Myers

Please help us stock our freezer with 52 batches of
homemade cookies to help make our fellowship more
delicious. The cookies will be frozen and used throughout the
year for our fellowship time after worship.
You can bring your homemade cookies to church on
February 16th. Please put them in Ziplock bags.
Please contact Amy Fugate if you would like to help or for
more details. (814) 440-7429 or amyfugate7@gmail.com.

Christian Education Classes
“Joyful, Joyful: Hymns and Songs”
Lead by Sally Kruse

Have you ever wondered where your favorite hymns
came from? What Scripture inspired them or what life
circumstance brought them to life? Have you wanted to
dig deeper into understanding how singing is a form of
prayer and that many hymns are bathed in Scripture?
Then this is the perfect class for you!

February

Food Pantry Items
2nd—Toilet Tissue & Bar Soup
9th—Spaghetti & Sauce
16th—Mac and Cheese &

“There is no fear in love; for perfect love casts out fear.”
John 4:18

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Peanut Butter
23rd—Cereal and Baked Beans

Friday

Saturday
1

8:00 – AA
2

3

9:00 Sunday School

7:00 Handbells

10:00 Worship

Rehearsal

4
7am Men’s Study

5
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

6
6:30-8 Choir
Rehearsal

The Lunch Bunch –

8
Church Has Left the
Building—9 a.m.

Bistro 26 – 1 pm

6pm-9pm Pickleball

Mission: Fill the
Fellowship Freezer

7

8:00 – AA
9

10

9:00 Sunday School

7:00 Handbells

10:00 Worship

Rehearsal

11
7am Men’s Study

12
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

13
6:30-8 Choir
Rehearsal

Dinner & Movie:

6pm-9pm Pickleball

17

9:00 Sunday School

7:00 Handbells

10:00 Worship

Rehearsal

18

6:00 p.m.
8:00 – AA
19

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

7am Men’s Study

20

21

23

6pm-9pm Pickleball

24
7:00 Handbells

10:00 Worship

Rehearsal

25
7am Men’s Study

8:00 – AA
26

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

22

6:30-8 Choir
Rehearsal

Ordination &
Installation of Elders
9:00 Sunday School

15
Sack Lunch
Saturday—9 a.m.

VALENTINE’S DAY

7:00 p.m. Session
Meeting
16

14

27

28

29

6:30-8 Choir
Rehearsal

6pm-9pm Pickleball
8:00 – AA
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