Worship of the Month
January 2020 Preaching Schedule
January 5: 2nd Sunday of Christmas (Epiphany of the Lord)
(with Lord’s Supper)
Text: Isaiah 60: 1-6; John 1: 1-18
Teaching: Arise; Shine; Go!
January 12: The Baptism of the Lord
Text: Isaiah 42: 1-9
Teaching: A Baptism Promise
January 19: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Text: Isaiah 49: 1-7
Teaching: What are we to do?
January 26: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Text: Matthew 4: 12-23
Teaching: It’s Time to Go

Pastor’s Message:
The night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light
-Romans 13: 12
By the time you’re reading this, the old year 2019 has become a part of history and the new year
2020 is now opening into brand new possibilities. Not only is this the beginning of a new year but
it is the beginning of a new decade.
And with the beginning of anything new comes the possibility of what can be. But in order to be
part of the future, we must begin to start letting go of the past.
As this decade closes out, this church has seen a lot of change. In 2009 (ok, a little beyond this
past decade), Rev. McCormack retired.
And in the middle of the past decade Rev. Moelk was forced to retire due to health issues.

And then there was a period of three years when interims filled the role of pastor. And after that
time, God saw it fit and right that I would be called as your next Pastor.
Now, I am not Jesus Christ. I am not Superman. I am just Drew Himes; a man who loves Jesus
and wants to know him and make him known more and more and who wants you all to join me in
this love for our Christ.
I am also the one that God has placed into this church’s life at this critical juncture in its history.
That makes me take as big, if not bigger, of a gulp than all of you.
I strongly suspect that you have noticed that I am very different than who and what you have
known in the past. I will be the first to admit that. I was born and raised in the Presbyterian
tradition but have been formed and spiritually fed by Methodists, Lutherans, Episcopalians, and
Roman Catholics. I read the writings of Benedictine nuns and Mennonite theologians. Yes, I make
the sign of the cross before preaching and after receiving the Supper of our Lord. Does that make
me Roman Catholic? No. This is a deeply meaningful spiritual discipline which I first learned in
college and have been carrying forward ever since. It fills a spiritual need of my very own and
helps me to connect to the work that I do. Yes, I love to quote authors and books and studies
which no one outside of a seminary classroom has ever heard of. This isn’t because I want to put
on airs about my intelligence. Its simply because I am so very in love with the study of Scripture
and theology that I am hoping my excitement for these subjects will become infectious with all of
you. I speak differently, I act differently, I walk differently. That is because I am different. I am not
who has come before me and I will not be who will come after me. I am just me: authentically and
really me.
It’s difficult, I am sure, for many of you to look up front every Sunday and see this 32-year-old “kid”
leading your church. It’s difficult, I am sure, to look around you every Sunday and see that the
chairs which were once filled now sit empty. It’s difficult, I am sure, to know that beloved events of
the past decade (and beyond) are no more.
But that doesn’t mean God is done with us yet. In fact, I truly believe, we’re just getting warmed
up and being prepared for what God wants from us in the next decade.
Over the last two years with you all, I have discerned that God has called me to be a prophet for
this church. A prophet, unlike popular conceptions, is not a fortune teller or prognosticator. A
prophet is a woman or man who is called by God to speak a specific word to a specific people at a
specific time. The Old Testament of our Bible is filled with prophets and they all spoke a specific
word for a specific situation.
That too is what I have been called to do and be for Church of the Cross. At times that word is
going to be hard and challenging. At times that word is going to uplifting and reassuring. But all-inall that word is from God, through me, to all of you.
And that word, as it keeps ringing in my ears, is hope, life, and faith.
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ELDER OF THE MONTH
Dave Gehrlein
Year of Becoming an Elder: Fall of 2019
Member of the Church: 3 years as member, but
attended for longer
Birthday: January 2nd

Children/Family: Two stepdaughter’s and 3 nieces
named Lauren, Elise, and Abbigail. Dave FaceTimes them often and he’s the
godfather to his oldest niece.
Biography: Dave grew up in Erie, PA, where he worked with construction along
with his father. They also would deal with maintenance, painting, and dry wall
work. For 3 years, Dave lived in Largo, Florida, for a change of scenery. Dave
found Church of the Cross after he moved back to Erie for family. He cherishes
his time with the church and appreciates how accepting everyone is, stating
that the church is a “come as you are” kind of family and he is grateful for how
Pastor Drew has changed his life. Dave’s goal is to give others hope, saying that
there are many people who don’t have peace and serenity inside themselves
and he wants people to understand that it’s a beautiful world out there.
“There's a blessing in every curse,” Dave says. Dave is also very passionate
about God, family, and work.
Fun Fact: Huge hockey fan, specifically Tampa Bay Lightning. He is also a fan of
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers football team.
Other Work: Dave enjoys giving back to the community and does this often
through the AA program. He has the drive to help the homeless, whether it’s a
simple talk, moral support or letting them know that there’s hope.

When we let go of what was, we get to embrace what God is doing now…right now…in our midst.
Further, we get to see how God’s redemptive future is breaking in all around us. Imagine if the first
disciples had gone to the tomb, realized it was empty, and said, “Well, I guess that’s the end of
that” and didn’t wonder at all what it meant for Jesus to NOT be where they last saw him.
Imagine if Paul had received a lot of resistance to his teaching, been jailed once, and gave up the
task of spreading this Good News that was given to him because it got “too hard.” What would our
world look like? Would our church even be here? What would the New Testament be like?
Instead, both the early disciples and Paul pressed forward in wonderment and the resistance that
they received. Both of these never let the world and its definitions of “success” define what it meant
for them to be evangelists.
So too we should not either.
We are waking up from a dark night. But that night is ending and the new day is dawning.
What will that new day dawning look like? Honestly, I don’t have any exact answers. As I said, I’m
not a professional guesser. But, if I had to venture:
-A church that takes its sacrificial and missional role seriously by being the hands and feet of Christ
in the world
-A church that deeply loves and studies Scripture and our Reformed theological heritage and that
invites others to join that journey
-A church that is honest and authentic; that loves deeply and embraces widely no matter how a
person may dress or look
-A church that isn’t afraid to try new things which are odd, different, and outside the box
-A church which embraces its youthful energy and vitality
-A church which prays, cares, and loves itself
-A church which is inspired and fueled by the Holy Spirit which leads it forward
-A church which fondly celebrates the past without it becoming a Golden Calf which impedes its
future
-A church which isn’t scared to press forward, come whatever may come, because it knows that
Jesus Christ is Head of the Church and that God always makes a way in the wilderness.
My friends, we are standing on the edge of the promised land. Moses has already died and now its
time for Joshua, the young, timid, and oftentimes scared, new leader to step up and move the people forward. Joshua needed the reassurance and energy of the people and the people needed the
steady voice of Joshua calling them forward.
Will you let me be your Joshua? Will you let me lead you forward in this new decade? Will you
walk with me and behind me and beside me and bring your abilities and talents and energy to this
new decade?
Together, we can and WE WILL make Church of the Cross what God has called it to be: a people of
faith who love God, serve others, and share the Good News of Jesus Christ in all that they say, in all
that they do, and in all that they are.
Come with me, Church of the Cross. Come with me into this new decade and together we will see
exactly what it is that God has in store for us.

Peace and Joy,

Pastor Drew

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Key Notes by Sally
Blessings to you and your family as we come into this New Year. It is a new
decade being 2020. For some it is a new beginning as we resolve to strengthen
our relationships, as we work to better our health, or simply strive to be better
persons. Perhaps we can bring some focus to our relationship with Christ, be in
His Word more regularly, listen to Christian music to inspire us, and pray
without ceasing.
As we look ahead to a new year at COTC, Pastor Drew’s vision is to BE the
church. That can be many things. It can be a volunteer at the food pantry, a
person who visits the shut-ins, the person who seeks out opportunities to share
the gospel in unsuspected places. It can also be the community who welcomes
newcomers to our services, who supports programs in the church to bring
revitalization in hopes that we would be a light to others through the mission of
our own church.
How can we create that sense of community within our own church yet shine
the light for all the world to see? Is it our time in worship, that we as a
congregation would pray together, share the Word of truth together, to sing
songs of praise together, that we would engage in opportunities of fellowship to
encourage one another, to find ways to help each other, to be a blessing to one
another through our acts of love?
Our time of worship is a great place to begin, but it is the action of taking our
worship outside of our doors that will shine the light of Christ to others. Maybe
it’s taking the bulletin to a neighbor to share with them the words of a song, or
to invite them to the women’s bible study. Perhaps its an opportunity to take
communion to someone that needs to feel God’s presence. Perhaps it’s creating
an extension of our worship and taking it to a family who needs to hear words
that can heal a relationship. When we step out of our comfort zones, we are
truly being the Church of the Cross, because we are sacrificing ourselves for the
good of others.

Happy New Year COTC Family!

“Yeshuwa” Myers
Birthday: November 19th
Occupation: Music artist, audio engineer, songwriter, and
music producer.
Biography:

Joshuwa

Thomas

Myers,

better

known

as

"Yeshuwa," started his Faith and schooling at Villa Maria
Elementary where he started piano lessons, going on to
McDowell for high school where he began his passion in
making his own independent music. A few years after graduating high school in
2012, Josh made the decision to attend audio engineering school at The
Conservatory Of Recording Arts & Sciences in Phoenix, Arizona where he learned
in depth knowledge about various audio techniques, etiquette, and skills. Attaining
his Master Recording Program II Certificate in 2016, he went on to working for
several production companies that brought him in close quarters with big names
such as Kevin Hart, Taylor Swift, and Jay-Z, to name a few, that fueled his
inspiration, meanwhile utilizing his new skills to grow his artistry and talent as
Yeshuwa releasing 20 albums, 129 songs, and a few music videos. Returning to
Erie, PA in March of 2019, Yeshuwa has been using much of his time building his
music career, landing shows at various venues around Erie such as Tipsy Bean, The
Erie Art Museum, and venues in Ohio. He has also been featured on WERG 90.5, a
local Erie radio station and in local news articles in The Erie Reader, with more
currently in the works. Becoming the audio engineer at Church Of The Cross has
been an honor for him as it combines his passions of audio engineering and his
Faith in God.

Fun Fact: His latest album "Blessed Vibes Only" is
available online on Soundcloud and YouTube for
you to stream and listen to!

@Soundcloud.com/Yeshuwa

ATTENTION: Youth in Middle and High School

Church of the Cross:
Minutes of the Session

Join us for
“The Church has Left the Building”
Saturday January 11th, 2020
This month we’ll pack food for
Second Harvest Food Bank.
Meet us in the gym building at 8:30 AM

Mission
COTC will serve the meal at the
overflow shelter on January 12th and
will seek volunteers to man the shelter
overnight.

Interpretation and Support
Income has been insufficient to cover
expenses.

Worship and Music
Updates are planned to the technology
in the sound booth which will allow for
better audio and for creating a data
base to archive worship music.

Committee urges all members to make
sure their 2019 giving is current.

for our shift at the food bank from 9 AM- noon.

We’ll return to COTC for lunch and be ready to head home
by 1 PM.
All students must have a signed liability waiver on file.
(Participants will qualify for 3.5 hours community service credit.)

Next Session Meeting: January 8th
Our average attendance is approximately — 98
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of December:
Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$355,992

$251,039

$264,943

Missions Budget

$41,662

$28,724

$12,425

Per Capita Receipts

$2,121

The Per Capita assessment for 2020 is $31.50 per member

COMING IN JANUARY
“State of the Church” Research Survey
Conducted by Barna Research Group

As we begin this new year together, we invite all adult church
attenders to take the 20-minute Barna Church Pulse assessment so
your church leaders can more effectively help you all grow
spiritually this year. Please know that in this assessment, your data
is private, and your responses are anonymous. Be on the lookout for
a link to the assessment that we will be distributing via email. Thank
you, everyone, for participating!



A special thank you to Darla Speranza and Karen Vandervort for the
hours of help they have given us in the past month as we transition
our new office administrator. Because of them, we have been able to
keep up to date on commitments and responsibilities. We sincerely
appreciate their willingness to offer their expertise and time.

Survey will open after January 5th.

~The Personnel Committee



Thank you to the wonderful volunteers who provide help to the office:

Karen Vandervort, Sue Ohrn, Deb Hagmann, Karen Schmitt, Sandy

Sack Lunch Saturday
Join us at COTC on January 18th, Saturday, at 9am to help pack lunches for
those in need and distribute them to various downtown locations at 11am.
SLS is also collecting blankets, socks, hand/foot warmers, and monetary
donations to help purchase blankets for the winter months that will be
passed out with the lunches. Monetary donations can be given directly to
Brady Himes or left in the church office to her attention. Please also
indicate what you’d like to purchase with your generous donation. It only
takes $0.73 to provide a sandwich, chips, banana, water and the sack to
serve in it!

Long, Sarah Kahl, Marion Bennett, Sue Tibbits, Darla Speranza,
Lynne Ricart, Amy Fugate, and Mary Lou Simpson. Your hard work
is always appreciated!

Angel Tree December Mission Gratitude:
We thank our COTC congregation for their outpouring of loving support for the
Angel Tree Program.

Thank you to Mary Oas for all of her hard work as our

COTC Angel Tree Coordinator for well over a decade! A huge thank you to Barb

Clark, Debbie Sawtelle, and Laurie Swanson for being Mary's helper elves who
organized and packaged up 82 presents for the delivery. A big round of thanks to

Lois & Jim Branch, Pastor Drew Himes, Carolyn & Dennis Huzinec, Caroline Karle,
Brenda & Bill Lyle, Mary Oas, Sue & Jim Ohrn, Debbie & Dave Sawtelle, and

Karen Kelly Schmitt for delivering all of the Angel Tree gifts.

Christian Education Classes
January Mission of the Month:
An Introduction to Reformed Theology
with Rev. Dr. Shannon Craigo-Snell, Professor of
Theology, Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary

At its most basic, theology is “talk about God.” But the ways
Christians have and do talk about God can vary widely.
Dr. Shannon Craigo-Snell helps us learn the way Presbyterians
and other Reformed Christians approach it.

WE ARE THE HANDS OF CHRIST
Located at First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant

Help serve at The Warming Shelter on Sunday, January
12th. The warming shelter provides a nutritious meal, hot
shower, warm place to sleep, and any clothing needed.
We need a few willing hands to serve dinner (arrive at
6:45pm) and a few to spend the night.

If you are busy that evening and can't serve, please consider
helping prepare the meal.
We still need:
Pots of Goulash (we have a recipe!)
Pies (any flavors)
Ice Cream (gallon containers of vanilla)

Italian Bread
Please contact Amy Fugate if you would like to help or for
more details. (814) 440-7429 or amyfugate7@gmail.com.

January

“Let us not flee from the resurrection of Jesus, let us never give up,
come what will. May nothing inspire more than his life, which impels us onwards!”
-Francis I
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

Saturday
3

6:30-8 Choir Rehearsal

HAPPY NEW
YEAR!

8:00 – AA

2020
5
9:00 Sunday School

6
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

7
7am Men’s Study

8
10am Ladies’ Bible Study

10:00 Worship

4

9

10

11

6:30-8 Choir Rehearsal

6pm-9pm Pickleball
7:00 Session Meeting
12

9:00 Sunday School

13

7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

14

7am Men’s Study

8:00 – AA
15

10am Ladies’ Bible Study

10:00 Worship

16

17

6:30-8 Choir Rehearsal

18

Sack Lunch Saturday
at 9am

6pm-9pm Pickleball

8:00 – AA
19
9:00 Sunday School

20
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

21

22
10am Ladies’ Bible Study

7am Men’s Study

23

24

6:30-8 Choir Rehearsal

6pm-9pm Pickleball

10:00 Worship

8:00 – AA

Warming Shelter Mission

26
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship
-Annual Meeting following
worship
-Chilli/Soup Cook-Off
following the meeting

25

27
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

29

28
7am Men’s Study

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study
6pm-9pm Pickleball

30
6:30-8 Choir Rehearsal

31
Food Pantry Items
5th—Toilet Tissue & Bar Soup
12th—Spaghetti & Sauce
19th—Mac and Cheese &
Peanut Butter
26th—Cereal and Baked Beans

