Worship of the Month
December 2019 Preaching Schedule
December 1: 1st Sunday of Advent (Hope)
(with Lord’s Supper):
Text: Romans 13: 11-14
Teaching: Christmas Letters: Romans
December 8: 2nd Sunday of Advent (Peace):
Text: Romans 15: 4-13
Teaching: Christmas Letters: Romans, Part II
December 15: 3rd Sunday of Advent (Joy):
Text: James 5: 7-10
Teaching: Christmas Letters: James
December 22: 4th Sunday of Advent (Love):
Text: I John 2: 15-17; 3: 1-2; 18-19
Teaching: Christmas Letters: I John
December 24: Christmas Eve:
Text: Isaiah 9: 2-7; Titus 2: 11-14
Teaching: A Christmas Letter
December 29: 1st Sunday of Christmas:
Text: Isaiah 63: 7-9
Teaching: The Christmas Gift Run Down

When Christians say that God became human and lived amongst us in Jesus the
one called Christ, what does that really mean for us and for the world?
That’s a really, really big question.

Andy & Judy Wagner - 12/17

A monthly newsletter article cannot possibly answer to every aspect of this, but
I wanted to help focus our hearts and minds during these days of Advent and
Christmas on this important query.

Renee & Eric Wagner - 12/31
Diane & Jack Wilson - 12/28

The reason being: It’s a deeply important and impactful thing for us to say and
believe that God, the eternal, invisible, and omnipotent One became human.
For one thing, to say that God became human means that God is an actual character in human history. God, then, is not aloof and removed from the affairs of
the world; God isn’t some distant lever puller. Instead, God intimately and
holistically became a part of the world which God created. This means that for
us, we can begin to relate much more closely to God because God understands
what it means to breathe our air, eat our food, and walk around in our skin.
For another thing, we understand that in God’s becoming human God took on
the full lot of the human experience. God did not come as a rich and privileged
ruler who sat on a throne in some far off city. Instead, God came as the simple
man Jesus who lived a simple existence. Jesus was from the backwater of Israel
(the North) where all the “bumpkins” of his day could be found. God did not
come as the upper class; instead, God came as one of us common folk. That’s a
very important detail. God was one who lived on the margins: a member of an
oppressed group who was under imperial rule of another; even further, Jesus
wasn’t widely accepted by his own people. So, for every person who has ever felt
they didn’t fit in to the broader society for one reason or another, God is saying
in Jesus, “I get it; I lived it.”
It’s also important to consider how it is that God entered the world. God’s
entrance wasn’t in some fantastical and mystical ceremony of cosmological
proportions. Instead, God was born through a young woman in a filthy, dank
stable stall. Even more, this wasn’t even Mary and Joseph’s house: it was borrowed space. Think about that: the Creator of the universe didn’t bother to claim
something as God’s own; instead, God was content to borrow a little space
within the world which God created.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Barbara Wolchik 12/02

June Janson 12/19

Brenda Lyle 12/11

Emily Pendleton 12/19

Mary McConnell 12/11

Cheryl Johnson 12/20

Lori Wolfe 12/11

Katherine Fugate 12/26

Diane Blake 12/14

Aric Weber 12/26

Adah Eakin 12/16

Ruth King 12/27

Richard Schiefelbein 12/18

Christina Warner 12/30

ELDER OF THE MONTH
Sam Simpson
Year of Becoming an Elder: 2019
Member of the Church: 14 years
Birthday: May 12th
Anniversary: Mary Lou Simpson — June 2005
Children: Father of three daughters
Biography: Sam Simpson graduated from Gannon University with an Engineering degree and
later returned for his Master of Business Administration (MBA). He worked for Steris
Company, retired in 1992, went back to Steris for another 10 years as a consultant, met his
wife Mary Lou Simpson and married in June 2005. Sam also worked in a systems company,
worked for a Habitat for Humanity on and off, and was a project manager for several hospitals
being constructed at the time. When his wife owned a tax business, he started preparing income taxes. After the business sold, he continued doing volunteer income taxes. Over the
years, Sam has done lots of traveling and noted that favorite place to travel to was San Diego.
Fun Fact: Enjoyed down hill skiing, cross country skiing, hunting, flying drones, and he skydived
when he was 80 years old
Other Church Related Work: Mission work (down in the lower states, such as Louisiana and
North Carolina)

MEET THE NEW STAFF
Taylor Powell
Occupation: Office Administrator
Date Started: November 18th, 2019
College: Penn State Erie, The Behrend College
Degree: Bachelor of Fine Arts, Creative Writing & minor in English
Birthday: November 24th
Hobbies: Writing, cosplay, being with family, and video games
Fun Fact: Taylor was awarded the Outstanding Creative Writing
Major Award upon her graduation from Penn State in 2018.

Humbling thought, eh? Even more, God was visited first by shepherds and then
by foreign magicians. Not the wealthy and elite; not the big and powerful. Instead, the simple, foreign, and common.
There’s even more to God’s taking on humanity. Throughout the four Gospels
we find that God in Jesus experiences a range of human emotion: frustration,
sadness, grief, joy, hunger, longing, and even anger. When we feel these same
things, we can understand that God gets it; God knows from experience what
being a human is all about and how much of a difficult task it can be from day-to
-day. For me personally, this is truly how I am able to have faith in God. I know
that God gets what my daily life is actually like. This gives me a sense of peace
and security knowing that God isn’t removed from my struggle, pain, or even
joy; instead, God is very much a part of them because God, in Christ, has felt and
experienced these very same things.
So, what else does it mean for us that God became human?
Well, ours is the only God who did such a thing. There are other religions who
claim that their divinities may have come in the guise of a human for a period of
time. But for Christians, we understand that our God became incarnate (literally,
put on flesh) for eternity. Our God did not merely show up for a season or just
for a singular purpose. Instead, our God decided to become a forever part of the
created order and to relate to us and to it.
Advent, or the weeks leading up to Christmas, is a time for Christians to reflect
in prayer and Scripture on the notion that God became one of us: Immanuel
(God with us). The word Advent comes from the Latin word which means,
“Coming.” In Advent we celebrate through remembrance the original coming of
God in the birth of Jesus. And we most certainly look forward in the celebration
of hope of the return of our Christ. But we also have these four weeks to
contemplate what it all meant for God to choose such a course of action at all.
I pray that each of you experiences an overwhelming sense of Immanuel in your
life during the four weeks of Advent and that on Christmas morning you feel the
presence of Christ being born again inside of your heart and mind.
Advent peace and Christmas joy to you all,

Pastor Drew

Why do we worship? How are we to worship? Whom do we worship?
God is not only our Father, but He is the Creator of all things. First and foremost, God provided a way that we can live with Him in eternity through the
sacrifice of His Son Jesus. That’s how much God Loves us! Wow! Amazing
Love! How can it be...? When Christ died on the cross and left this earth to be
with His father in Heaven, God made a way to let us know that He was still
with us through the Holy Spirit. God is our Father, our Creator, our Savior and
so much more. We can rejoice in His faithfulness and in His everlasting love
for us. This is why we worship Him.
The Holy Spirit inspires us in different ways to worship God. We often
associate worship through our time spent in church on Sunday morning;
hearing the Word, praying together, singing, or playing our instruments.
Worship can also be through spending time with a friend or as we sit around
our tables with our loved ones. We can worship God by helping those in need
or helping the elderly with projects in their homes. Our fellowship with others
pleases God, especially when we give Him praise.
Through our acts of worship, music is a great way to reach the unbeliever or
to encourage the down trodden soul. Music is often thought to be a universal
language. It reaches across every land and softens the hearts of many.
Prisoners have often spoken how childhood songs and hymns have helped
them get through the day. Music breaks down barriers of uncertainty, and
when the spoken word is difficult to cipher, oftentimes music creates a
pathway to understanding. Music can encourage people to dance together, to
laugh, to rejoice in their relationship. Can you imagine God’s face when He
hears us sing? I know that He takes joy when we honor and worship Him. We
should not hold back but exalt His name with Shouts of Praise!
As we prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ birth, may we consider how we can
praise Him in all that we do. May we worship God in our giving, and in our
singing. May we think about not only the baby Jesus who came to earth in a
lowly stall, but who died on the Cross, so that we may have life eternal. May
our songs be our way to give Him our best through our worship.

Remembering 2019
Mission

Interpretation and Support

Plans are complete for responsibilities at “Our Neighbor’s
Place” over flow shelter on
November 24th

December mission focus will
benefit 41 children through the
Angel Tree project

Proposed 2020 budget was
passed

Evangelism/Church Life
Gift bags will be distributed to
shut-ins

Christian Education

Personnel
Taylor Powell has been hired as
Office Administrator in the
church’s office

Volunteers are needed to teach
Children’s Church

Next Session Meeting: December 11th
Our average attendance is approximately — 98
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of November:
Budgeted

Received

Expenses

Operating Budget

$310,009

$241,294

$243,592

Missions Budget

$36,280

$28,910

$11,386

Per Capita Receipts

$2,054.50

The Per Capita assessment for 2019 is $31.50 per member

News/Appreciation:
Welcome to December, where snowmen

The ladies of the Lunch Bunch will be going to Heartland Inn &
Cafe in Girard on Saturday December 7 at 12pm. They will be
joined by the women of the Faith Circle for a time of food,
fellowship and fun! Please bring a box or two of cereal for the
West Millcreek Food Pantry.

are built, carolers sing, and families gather
together to celebrate the birth of Christ.



Thank you to the wonderful volunteers who provide help to
the office: Karen Vandervort, Sue Ohrn, Deb Hagmann, Karen
Schmitt, Sandy Long, Sarah Kahl, Marion Bennett, Sue

CROP WALK UPDATE

Tibbits, Darla Speranza, Lynne Ricart, Amy Fugate, and Mary
Lou Simpson. Your hard work is always appreciated!

The latest totals for the 2019 CROP Hunger Walk exceed $51,000 (including
$9100 from COTC)! About $12,750 of that amount (25%) will remain here in
the Erie area to fight our local hunger problem. Please SAVE THE DATE for
next year’s CROP walk – Sunday, September 27, 2020!



Please join us in welcoming Taylor Powell to the church’s
office.

She

will

be

working

full-time

as

the

Office

Administrator.


We thank everyone who donates to drives and helps support
those in need during the holidays. Together, we can fight

Sack Lunch Saturday
Join us at COTC at 9am to help pack lunches for those in need and distribute
them to various downtown locations at 11am. SLS is also collecting blankets,
socks, hand/foot warmers, and monetary donations to help purchase blankets for the winter months that will be passed out with the lunches. Monetary donations can be given directly to Brady Himes or left in the church
office to his attention. Please also indicate what you’d like to purchase with
your generous donation. It only takes $0.73 to provide a sandwich, chips,
banana, water and the sack to serve in it!

hunger, the cold, and spread love to everyone.
Dear COTC Family,
Denis and I can’t begin to thank you for your prayers and encouraging

words…which have meant a great deal to us. We’re receiving so many
blessings from God, and are grateful beyond words for your cards, gifts,
baked goods and visits. Keep praying, they’re working! We continue to have
faith in God for complete healing!
With our deepest appreciation and love,
Denis and Lori Jacobson

Christian Education Classes

December Mission of the Month:

Angel Tree
“New

Testament:

101”

taught

by

the

Rev.

Dr.

Margaret Aymer, Professor of New Testament Studies
at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.

Always thought you understood the New Testament

Forty-one angel tree children will be receiving both a clothing
item and a toy for the holiday. The tags will be available
starting Sunday, December 1st. The gifts need to be wrapped
and returned to the church by Sunday, December 15th. This
program has been in effect for over the past 10 years and we
thank you for your continued love and support. If you have
any questions, please contact Mary Oas at (814) 397-3449.

pretty well? Maybe need a refresher? Have no idea how
to understand the New Testament? Well, then this class
is perfect for you! Through a 5-week journey, Rev. Dr.
Aymer will open our eyes and minds and provoke our

discussion as we dig in deeper to the New Testament.
Classes begin at 9am or 11:15am; always a perfect
time to jump in!

Any questions? Contact Matt Trott

Thanksgiving Bags
Our congregation filled 87 thanksgiving food bags and provided
$500 for turkeys to accompany those bags. Thank you for your
loving support for this vital mission to help feed the hungry in Erie,
PA. The food bags were distributed on Monday, November 25th,
and the city emission has expressed how grateful the recipients
were for the generosity. If it wasn't for this program, these people
would not be enjoying a warm thanksgiving meal.

Warming Shelter
Located at First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant
The warming shelter provides a nutritious meal, hot shower, warm
place to sleep and any clothing needed. On November 24th, 50
men and 10 women enjoyed a warm meal of homemade chili, corn
muffins, antipasto salad, and brownies with ice cream, chocolate
sauce, and a cherry. Thank you to the people who helped serve,
supervise, and provide the meal. Your hard work is always
appreciated.

December

“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior, for God has looked with favor on the lowliness
of God’s servant.”
-Luke 1: 46-48
Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2

Wednesday

Thursday

3
7am Men’s Study

4
10am Ladies’ Bible Study

Friday

Saturday

5

6

12

13

7

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

8:00 – AA
8
9:00 Sunday School

9
7:00 Handbells
Rehearsal

10:00 Worship

10
7am Men’s Study

11
10am Ladies’ Bible Study

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

7:00 Session Meeting
15
9:00 Sunday School

16
7:00 Handbells
Rehearsal

10:00 Worship

17
7am Men’s Study

14

8:00 – AA
18

10am Ladies’ Bible Study

19

20

21

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

8:00 – AA
22
9:00 Sunday School

23

24

7:00 Handbells
Rehearsal

10:00 Worship

25
Office Closed

26

27

28

Office Closed

8:00 – AA
29
9:00 Sunday School

30

31
New Year’s Eve

10:00 Worship

PUT ON YOUR FRIDGE TO KEEP TRACK OF DATES!

