Sunday Worship Service
10:00am

9 - 9:45/11:15-12

Sunday School

Church office hours
Monday – Thursday 9:00am-3:00pm
Friday 9am-1pm

Pastoral Staff:
Drew Himes, Pastor
Editor: Taylor Ackerman,
Administrator
Sally Kruse, Music & Pianist

Presbyterian Church

Church of the Cross

Printed Monthly by

View from the Hill

Return Service Requested

www.cotc.org

(814) 835-3663

Fax

(814 ) 835-5901

Phone Number

Fairview, PA 16415

5901 Millfair Road

Church of the Cross

October 2019

Never let evil get the best of you;
Instead, over power evil with the
good.

-Romans 12:21

Worship for the Month
October Preaching Schedule
October: World Communion Sunday
Saturday Oct 26th @9am-3pm

(with Lord’s Supper)

Sunday Oct. 27th after worship

Text: Lamentations 1:1-6; 3:19-26; 2 Timothy 1: 1-14

Monday Oct. 28th—Bag Day @9-11am

st

Teaching: Church for the 21 Century:
Don’t Panic

Set-up is Oct. 21st-25th

October 13th: 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Text: Haggai 1: 1-11

Faith Circle

Thursday, Oct. 24th @ 1pm
st

Teaching: Church for the 21 Century:
What Are We Waiting For?

Contact Becky Beham for further
information: bbeham@hotmail.com

October 20th: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Text: TBA

Teaching: Brett Gudeman
October 27th: Reformation Sunday
Text: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; John 15: 1-11
Teaching: Church for the 21st Century:
Reformation is Hard

Ladies of COTC:
Please, join us the first Friday of every month for food and
fellowship.
See Bulletin OR Before Worship slide show for details:

Smugglers Wharf on Oct. 4th at 1pm

Pastor’s Message
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit the Father
prunes to make it bear more fruit” - John 15: 1-2

So, what is this new rummage sale going to look like? Frankly, no one

knows for sure, yet. By all indications, it appears to be a time of great
renewal and return to the very earliest days of being church.
Tickle argues that each time a rummage sale happens, the church goes
through remarkable and necessary change. Just think, there was the

This October 26th, we will be holding our semi-annual Rummage Sale. When
I first arrived at COTC, it was right on time for a fall rummage sale. I had
never seen such a thing in my life! Sure, I’ve seen rummage sales; but here
at COTC, they’re a whole different sort. The items are organized into
departments; there is an army of volunteers that makes it happen. More
importantly, every dollar supports mission work here or abroad. It’s truly
an amazing thing.
Rummage sales always get me thinking about change. When we contribute

to a rummage sale, we give our stuff away. Sometimes we give things away
because we’re moving and need to let go; at other times, we’re simply just
trying to downsize our footprint; and still for others, we give away the
objects of a family member after they have died. In any case, a rummage
sale and our contributions to it are a sign of change in our lives.
Did you know that churches go through rummage sales of their own?
The late public scholar Dr. Phyllis Tickle published a book in 2008 entitled
The Great Emergence: How Christianity is Changing and Why. In it, she
contends that every 500 years the church goes through a great rummage
sale, where it decides what stays and what goes. This pattern is precise. The
Great Reformation (1517) was the last major “rummage sale”. We are 502
years past that rummage sale and in the eve of our next great one.

Reformation; 500 years before that was the Great Schism; and 500 years
before this was the beginning of the Dark Ages and the rise of monasticism.
500 years before that was the “birth” of the church.
The church today is still contending with its post-Christendom status. No
longer is the church the purveyor of all rules and standards for the world.
We no longer live (and have not lived for a very long time) under the
concept of a unified way of thinking, being, or acting. We live in a diverse
and pluralistic society where there are many people of many cultures and
many religions (or none at all).
The lack of homogenous culture is, in my view, an extremely good thing.
There can be diversity of thought, experience, and perspective. We can
hear multiple voices in any given conversation that give our explorations
new and divergent dimensions of thought.
Some refer to this change in the modern era as the “secularization of
Christianity.” This idea has made some folks uncomfortable because they
believe the church and the world should be synonymous. In a pluralistic
world like ours this simply is never going to be the case. Thus, it has caused
many people to become incredibly rigid in their church thinking and they
have then divided the world between the sacred and the common. People
tend to think that the church should be super holy because the world is
not. This, however, has led to a lot of churches becoming stuck in that they

do not interact with the community of which they are a part of our even

of Acts 17: 16-34. Paul doesn’t seek to refute their lines of thinking to

to speak with their neighbors right next door.

say that only his way of thinking is correct. Instead, he incorporates the

This is not an uncommon reaction when the church is going through one

wisdom of the philosophers into his sermon. In a way, he is “speaking

of its 500 year rummage sales. Just think: if you hold a sale yourself there

their language.” We see this same trend existing in the Gospels. The

are some things that everyone is telling you to get rid of because you

authors of the Gospel use language and literary styles which make sense

don’t need them any longer but you’re just super insistent that you hold

to each community which they are writing to. Matthew, for example,

onto these objects for some unknown reason. This is happening with our

uses a style consistent with Jewish historical narrative. Luke, however,

more ancient thinking. Believing that the church is still the center of the

uses a style synonymous to Greek epics. This is because each author

world, and that all decisions made must reflect church values, has left us

recognizes the essential needs and “language” of their community and

disconnected from the world around us, which is ever changing and ever

thus instead of causing the entire community to bend to their single

growing.

person viewpoint, the author molds the message in a way that connects

Instead of fighting against pluralism, we should embrace it. We should

easier with their community.

become part of it. The early church was very much a part of a pluralistic

All of that history lesson to say: the secularization of Christianity is not a

world. Just looking to the religious landscape of the time gives us

bad thing. In fact, it’s basically what the church has always done (except

evidence of this pluralism: There were Greek and Roman philosophers

from Christendom under Constantine to the fall of the Holy Roman

who didn’t embrace any religion; there were Jews (and many different

Empire when it tried to single handedly run the culture).

types even within this larger group); there were practitioners of

As Christianity has moved into new geographic areas throughout the

traditional Roman religions; local tribal religions; Zoroastrians and others.

historic past where it was not the dominant culture or religion, it was

Even the political landscape of Israel, for example, ranged from the ultra-

decided to hold closely to the local flavor and tell the Christian narrative

fundamentalist Essenes, the ultra-conservative Sadducees, to the more

in ways that make sense to the local people. In African Christianity

middle of the road Pharisees, to the politically motivated Zealots and

today, for example, the use of traditional song and dance to tell the

everyone in between. Even within the Roman world there was a variety

Christian story is encouraged.

of perspectives of holding to a strong central Senate, or only keeping to

Here in the United States, we’re having a very difficult time with this

the central authority of the Emperor, to a wide spread democratic

transition to secular Christianity. We are still attempting to hold a hard

system based on the vox populi (voice of the people). This is the world

line between the “sacred and the profane.” What churches in the US

that the early church was formed in. We even see the Apostle Paul

have forgotten is that for the Biblical world, there was no sacred and

interacting pluralistically with this world in his sermon at the Areopagus

profane. Everything was sacred. There was no place where God was not

Christians, are.

and there was no time or place for people who followed God to not be

Instead, we must go where the people are found. We must go and make

able to live as God showed them to live. This didn’t mean that every

relationships with them as neighbors, friends, and strangers. We must

person had to follow God’s way; only this conduct was expected by

show them what we believe to be sacred and true; and let them decide

those who were followers of God.

for themselves how they wish to respond to our ways of living.

For us today, we need to realize that we can live the Christian life boldly

All this month (except for the 20th when Brady and I will be on a much

and authentically even when those around us do not. We do not need

needed vacation), I will be focusing my Sunday morning teaching around

state sanctioned prayer in school to be able to pray in school; we do not

the concept of a changing church and how we all need to take a deep

need state sanctioned specific times for Bible reading in school for us to

breath and make some changes. Changes isn’t a bad thing. Further, our

be able to teach our children what the Bible says. Frankly, that’s not the

adult education classes will focus around what it means to be a

school’s job anyway; that’s ours as parents of children and as those who

Presbyterian disciple of Jesus. By looking at several aspects of Christian

have affirmed that we will help to teach the faith to children in our

life and faith, we hopefully will begin to reignite our faith and practice in

churches. We do not need social programs to tell us how to care for

an ever-changing world.

those who are in need; we have seen the lived experience of Jesus to

Please, join us each Sunday in class and in worship so that we can start

know how best to accomplish this.

expanding the conversation and growing our faith, spirituality, and

Hopefully, you’re getting the point. Our society does not need to adopt

common life together again.

and hold dear the tenants of religion that we think are best. We can still

Peace and Joy,

live our faith boldly in the world. And that’s what we’re called to do.

Pastor Drew

For example: I am a pastor whether I’m sitting at my desk in the church

or standing behind the pulpit. I’m a pastor in the back of an ambulance
or soaking down a fire; I’m a pastor in line at the grocery store or sitting
in a booth at a local eatery. I never stop being a pastor; none of us
should stop being Christians because the world around us doesn’t fully
embrace our brand of religion. Blaming the world for the lack of
Christians in it is like blaming a hearse for the death of our loved ones.
The world is not responsible for telling the Christian story; we, as

Church of the Cross

Sack Lunch Saturday

Minutes of the Session

I recently had an experience that opened my eyes to the needs of Erie County. I was
sitting in a restaurant courtyard, enjoying my time with a close friend, when I witnessed

September 11, 2019

a homeless man digging through the trash. He found a drink, that we had previously
deposited into the trash. He drank what was left of it, threw the cup back in the trash,
and went on about his day. It instantly broke my heart, to see someone in need have to
find what we discarded, knowing it was most likely the only liquid he would have had
that day- and it was a warm one. This experience spoke to me, and I knew instantly that

this was my call to ministry. Sack Lunch Saturdays was born.
That evening, Drew and I discussed possible options of how to help meet this need in
the community, and the option that made the most sense to me was a package lunch. I
began to research the cost of different items that make a substantial lunch, and got a
rough idea of what could be included. To me, that included a sandwich, fruit, water, and
a snack item. Finding out that a lunch could be packed for around $1.00 was all the
information that I needed to know that this was going to be huge.

Properties

Missions

Parking lot will be sealed

Sept focus was CROP Walk

Evangelism/Church Life

Distributing college care
boxes

COTC will man “Our
Neighbor's Place” overnight
shelter on Nov. 24

Current pictures of COTC
members doing faith service

October mission focus: Food
Bank

Fall Rummage sale on Oct. 26 Concept of “Sack Lunch
Saturdays” discussed
& Oct. 28
Worship & Music

I feel that with the assistance of COTC, Sack Lunch Saturdays can become a new ministry

Employment of sound booth
operator

that not only assists those in need, but gets the church out into the community,
interacting with others, stepping outside of their comfort zones, and making a huge
difference! For most, a lunch handed off with a smile is the only compassion they will
receive. With the support of the Church- physically, spiritually, and financially- we have

Next Session Meeting: October 9th

the opportunity to make a difference, doing what God has called us to do: serving the
widow, the orphan, and the foreigner. We are the hands of Christ, we have the ability to

Our Average Attendance – 89

make a difference, and the opportunity is right here!

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of September

I truly feel in my heart, that this has the potential to become an important part of the
Erie community, and I’m willing to take this as far as it will go. With the assistance of the
Church, we have the means to make a lasting impact. Stay tuned for more details on the

Budgeted
Operating Budget $257,105
Missions Budget $30,089
Per Capita Receipts $1,960

Received
$212,749
$25,323

Expenses
$219,827
$10,688

packing/distribution dates and locations, the needs of this young ministry, and how you
can get involved!
Peace and Love,
Brady Himes

The Per Capita assessment for 2019 is $31.50 per member.

Need something to do?

Rummage Sale Details

Presbyterian Women of Lake Erie Presbytery are cosponsors of The Saturday October 12th Fall Convocation
at Wayside Presbyterian Church. The event features Debby Irving - the author of Waking Up White.
There is no charge for the event but you are asked to register by Sunday October 6th. This is a great opportunity to
hear about her journey from white oblivion to white
awareness and to be inspired to do some transformational work ourselves! If you have any questions -please
email or call me ( 814-833-2053). It would be great to see
many Presbyterian Women at this event!

Saturday October 26 @9am-3pm

Blessings!

Sunday October 27
Monday October 28—Bag Day @9-11am
Help will be needed all week for set up, October 21-25

There will also be a Bake Sale during the Saturday sale.
If you can, please supply us with some tasty treats

Proceeds from this fall sale will be given to

College Care Packages
If parents would like a package sent to their child(ren),
please supply the office with their address. You can do
this by e-mail or filling out the attendance slip.

Student supplies and gift cards are preferred.

Living Waters of the World
Please, bring your donations during office hours
through Wednesday, October 23rd. Please DO NOT
bring computers or TV—these do not sell and we must
pay to dispose of them (which of course will cut into
our donation to Living Waters)!

Thank you <3

Deadline: Oct. 14th

Thank you, to all of you who help so diligently with our
Rummage Sales—this is one of the many fun ways we
can love, connect, and serve!

Attention:

Pack the Backpacks Results

Youth in Middle and High School

During August we collected school supplies for Sister Gus' Cafe at
Emmaus Ministries and here's the total:

Join us for
“The Church has Left the Building”

Saturday October 12th at 9am-12:30
This month we’ll pack for food for
Sack Saturday Lunches
Meet us in the COTC Gym Building

Following the food packing, we will deliver the
lunches to those in need in our community
We’ll return to COTC for lunch and be ready to
head home at 12:30pm

All students must have a signed liability waiver on
file. (Participants will qualify for 3.5 hours of
community service credit)

22 Pencil boxes
210 Glues (bottles and sticks)
96 Erasers
55 Pencil Sharpeners
13 Packs of pencil top erasers
86 Three ring binders
40 Packs of note cards
140 File folders
63 Rulers
110 Packs of crayons
29 Packs of highlighters
219 Pencils
36 Packs of mechanical pencils
20 Packs of colored pencils
90 Pens
6 Scissors
56 Packs of markers
19 Packs of pencil lead
36 Packs of lined paper

Quilt Workshop
We are planning a workshop to learn how
to make Quilt Blocks. It will be some time
in early November. We will need 12
individuals to sign –up!
Any interest, please contact MJ Dillon

Christian Education Classes: October

October Mission of the month:
Erie City Mission

Every Sunday during October
6, 13, 20, & 27

The Foundations of Presbyterian
Discipleship

Thanksgiving Food Bag Distribution

We have done this for many years. Feeding all the needy families
in our Erie area. This year, we seek to continue this trend of
helping others enjoy a warm Thanksgiving meal.

Suggested donations:

To be Presbyterian is to join a way of life

informed by a particular rhythm: God calls
us in grace and love; we respond in
gratitude. This video series will introduce
this basic rhythm of life all Presbyterians

Cranberry sauce
2 cans turkey gravy—No jars, please
One large box of Jell-O (any flavor)
2 packages of Kool-Aid (any flavor)
Boxed mashed potatoes
Boxed turkey stuffing
2 cans of vegetables (corn, peas, or beans)

are asked to be a part of.

Any Questions? Contact Matt Trott

Large canned yams

News from
Welcome to October, the autumn air
is fresh and crisp. We inhale a deep
breath and exhale all that does not
serve us. Please, allow our work to
inspire you towards a more loving life,
filled with God’s grace.
•

Great job at the Crop Walk 2019!!

•

Thank you for all the help in the office: Karen Vandervort,
Sue Ohrn, Sue Tibbits, and Mary Lou Simpson. The work
you do does not go unnoticed!

•

Lori Wolfe does an amazing job keeping the grounds
looking beautiful. Thank you!

•

Know anyone else that does a lot for COTC? Give them a
“shout out” here in our Newsletter!

Birthdays and Anniversaries* for October
*Mary & Keith Trostle 10/1

Nicolina Stock 10/8

Cade Fuchs (Cain) 10/2

Denis Jacobson 10/18

Kristine Anne May 10/2

Robert Potthoff 10/21

Rachel Morey 10/3

Hannah Speranza 10/21

Nathan Schenck 10/3

Laura L. Weber 10/21

Benjamin Black 10/5

Rebecca R. Wilson 10/24

Jeanine Lindquist 10/5

Timothy Kim 10/25

Todd King 10/6

Shirley Kennedy 10/26

Nathan Charles Law 10/6
Sharon A. Sitter 10/8

October

Food Pantry items

“Whoever fights monsters should see to it that in the process he does not become a monster. And if you gaze long enough into an abyss, the abyss will
gaze back into you.” – Friedrich Nietzsche
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday

Friday

2
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

6th Toilet Tissue/Bar Soap
13th Spaghetti/Sauce
20th Mac & Cheese/
Peanut Butter
27th Cereal/Baked Beans

Saturday

3
6:30 Choir Rehearsal

4

5

1pm Lunch Bunch

8:00 – AA

6
9:00 Sunday School

7

8

7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

9:30 Choir Warm-up

9
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

10

11

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

10:00 Worship w/
Communion
11:15 Sunday School
9:00 Sunday School

14

15

7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

10:00 Worship

8:00 – AA

7:00 Session Meeting

13

16
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

17
1:00 Faith Circle

18
Office Closed
Youth Group
Sleepover

20

21

22

7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

10:00 Worship w/
Handbells

23
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

24

28
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

11:15 Sunday School
Rummage Sale after worship

26
Rummage Sale @9-3
8:00 – AA

27
10:00 Worship

8:00 – AA

25

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

11:15 Sunday School

9:00 Sunday School

19
Youth Group Sleepover

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

11:15 Sunday School

9:00 Sunday School

12

Rummage Sale @9-11
Bag Day!

29

30
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

31
6:30 Choir Rehearsal

