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“What if I fall?

Oh, but my darling, what if you fly?”

-Erin Hanson

Worship for the Month
September Preaching Schedule
September 1: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
(with Lord’s Supper)

Text: Romans 6: 1-14; I Corinthians 11: 23-26

Thank you
Carol Seib would like to thank everyone for
their prayers, cards, visits, calls, and food that
were offered to her during her surgery and
nursing homecare. COTC is surely a wonderful
place to be!

Teaching: Living the Christian Life: Font and Table
September 8: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Text: Nehemiah 8: 1-12; Acts 8: 26-40
Teaching: Living the Christian Life: Proclaim Good News

September 15: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Text:
Teaching: Rev. Moon-Sook Lee, Korean Peacemaker,
Preaching
September 22: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Text: II Corinthians 9: 6-15; Mark 12: 41-44
Teaching: Living the Christian Life: Make Yourself an Offering
September 29: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Text: Amos 5: 21-24; Luke 6: 46-49
Teaching: Living the Christian Life: Worship Beyond the Walls

Ladies of COTC:
Please, join us the first Friday of every month for food and
fellowship.
See Bulletin OR Before Worship slide show for details:
This September we meet at The Cover at 1pm

Pastor’s Message
Do not be conformed to this world, [a] but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of
God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Romans 12:2
Summer is (almost) over. I refuse to admit that…but alas, we are
getting close to that time . The days will be shorter, the nights longer,
and that dreaded white stuff will fall from the sky.
With the end of summer comes the return to school and less family
trips. All those journeys, to points all over, which are taken during
those warmer months.
As I was thinking about the “Back to School” for our students, I was
thinking about my own learning. In my life, I have experienced 21
“Back to Schools”. I had a big “Back to School” in January, when I
launched into my Doctor of Ministry program at Louisville Seminary.
I have to thank all of you for the gift of time and understanding that
you give to me. When I take a few weeks of study leave to pursue this
advanced education. I am truly in your debt for this gracious act.
Returning to school should not be something exclusively for our
younger folks. Instead, we should all be seriously digging back into our
own learning. When we stop learning and developing, we stop
growing. Remaining teachable is a very valuable asset to have and
refine. Recent neuroscience research suggests that keeping your brain
active after retirement is one major way to support healthy brain
function. That can lead to offsetting such disorders as Alzheimer’s,
dementia, and other neurocognitive disorders associated with older
adulthood.
Here at COTC, we take the summers off from our education and
formation to give folks a time to travel, vacation, and explore.
But starting September 1st, we will be back at it.
New this year, is the addition of a second class time. Our “early risers”

can still come to the Sunset Room at 9am to receive the weekly
offering of education and formation. However, for those families with
younger folks, who are often hard to wrangle early in the morning and
even for those without who simply love a few extra winks on Sunday
morning, we will be offering the exact same class again at 11:15. This
gives you the chance to come to worship, grab a coffee and cookies,
and then spend a little time growing and learning.
Our schedule this year focuses around Basic Bible formation,
theological thinking, and experiencing your faith in different ways. The
hope is that you will engage all of your mind, body, heart, and soul in
growing and forming your faith. These classes will ask you to think,
engage, discuss, and become part of the larger Christian conversation.
Catch what classes are happening online at: https://cotc.org/
education/adult-education/sunday-morning-adult-classes/
God created us with thinking brains and gave us varied gifts to be able
to explore, negotiate, engage with the mystery of God. Galileo said it
this way, “I do not feel obliged to believe that the same God who has
endowed us with senses, reason, and intellect has intended us to forgo
their use.” Exploring, experiencing, and worshipping God is not merely
a head thing or a heart thing. It is both! When you use your entire
body, mind included, it allows you to explore and understand God in
more in-depth and passionate way.
And so I invite you, one and all, to attend even just one class. Try it out!
If you have never come before, try it. If it has been years, try it again. I
promise that your Christian Education Committee, and myself, have
been working hard to put together a series of learning and discipleship
opportunities that will expose you to a broad spectrum of ideas,
concepts, and lessons. These lessons will make you want to ask more
questions and fall in love with your God all over again.
I’ll see you all September 1 at 9 and 11:15 in the Sunset Room for our
2019-2020 Education and Formation year!
Peace and Joy,
Pastor Drew

Christian Education Classes: September
Your Congregation
2018
2019

September 1, 8, 22: “The Strange Book of Books” The

Nationally
2018
2019

problem with the Bible is that we think we already know what it
says. But do we, really? Do we really understand that the Bible has

Christmas Joy

$940

$ -

$2,983,562 $2,229,286

really understand how the Bible compares to other stories in other

One Great Hour of Sharing

$973

$1,217.95 $6,058,779 $3,147,896

cultures? Do we really understand the deeply political agenda of

Pentecost Offering

$696

$660

its origins in a collection of stories that were told out loud? Do we

many of the Bible’s texts? Join host Aric Clark as he introduces us,
again, to the Bible.

September 15: We welcome The Rev. Moon-Sook Lee, a

Presbyterian peacemaker. She will tell us about her experiences
working in South Korea and how the church is doing its part to ease
tensions with the North.

September 22: Biblical Interpretation: 101 Being called to teach
and preach the Bible can feel daunting. But it doesn’t have to be.

Dr. Jacob Myers offers us a set of easy to grasp models and
strategies to make our teaching and preaching ministries faithful,
full, and dynamic.

Any Questions? Contact Matt Trott

$783,956

$111,402

“Keynotes”

2019 ERIE CROP HUNGER WALK
Mark your calendar for Sunday September

by Sally *and Amy

15 at 2:00

for the 2019 Erie CROP Hunger Walk! This marks 50 years of
CROP Walkers like us responding to hunger. Last year we helped
raise over $8 million dollars to help families survive – and thrive
– because of our steps! Locally, the Erie Walk raised $59,300
with 25% of that going to 24 local organizations.

Are you up for a challenge this year? With this being the
50thanniversary of the CROP Walk, Church World Service has
issued a challenge for every walker to raise $50 more than they
raised last year. COTC raised $11,600 last year. Can we do it
again? Is $12,000 a possibility? We have had some of our COTC
walkers find collecting donations online to be very effective. As
a meaningful bonus, CWS is offering a custom CROP Hunger
Walk scarf for people who raise $100 online at least four weeks
before Walk Day! Go to www.crophungerwalk.org/eriepa/and
sign up for our Church of the Cross team and encourage your
social media contacts to make a pledge.

Additional information and the traditional sponsor envelopes
will be available in mid-August on Sundays. Contact Karen and
John Schmitt (john.schmitt@verizon.netor 440-6103) if you have
any questions.
See you on Presque Isle on Sunday September 15 as we walk to
end hunger one step at a time!

Worship is a wonderful gift. We join together in fellowship,
to share scripture, word, and song. What a joyous act, as
Christians, to Glorify the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!
It is my prayer, when we gather on Sunday Mornings, you
respond to the presence of the Holy Spirit with your
offerings of praise. That you continue to sing throughout
the whole week. God inhabits the praises of
His people! Let’s give Him our best!
Choir practice has officially begun, but we always have room
for you!
Please consider becoming a member. We have fellowship
time once a month. We are making plans to share God’s
love outside the walls of COTC. We want others to feeling
His love throughout the community.
The Choir and Bell Choir schedules are posted in the choir
room, in the Newsletter, and online. *No significant changes
from previous years.
If you have any questions about our choirs: please, feel free
to talk with Sally Kruse for Choir or Amy Fugate about the
Bell Choir.
Happy Singing!!!
Sally Kruse & Amy Fugate

Church of the Cross

October Mission of the month:

Minutes of the Session

Erie City Mission

August 14th, 2019
Interpretation and Stewardship

Thanksgiving Turkey Food Bag Distribution

Erie Gives $7,290 + match

Worship and Music

Properties

Hiring Sound Booth Tech

Changes to insurance, different
energy sources, and parking lot
improvements

Volunteer South Booth Tech
training

Christian Ed

Himes

Sunday School starts 9/1

Hosting the “Presbyterian
Peacemaker” from South Korea
on 9/15

Youth activates combine with
Fairview Church

We have done this for many years. Feeding all the needy families
in our Erie area. This year, we seek to continue this tend of helping
others enjoy a warm Thanksgiving meal.

Staff Reports
Suggested donations:

Mission

Cranberry sauce
2 cans turkey gravy—No jars, please

One large box of Jell-O (any flavor)
2 packages of Kool-Aid (any flavor)

CROP Walk 9/15

Boxed mashed potatoes
Boxed turkey stuffing

Next Session Meeting: September 11th

Large canned yams

Our Average Attendance is approximately – 83
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of June:

Budgeted
Operating Budget $228,715
Missions Budget $26,766
Per Capita Receipts $1,960

Received
$190,011
$22,706

2 cans of vegetables (corn, peas, or beans)

Expenses
$198,148
$9,275

The Per Capita assessment for 2019 is $31.50 per member.

September

Food Pantry items

Sept. 1st Mac & Cheese/Peanut Butter
Sept 8th Cereal/Baked Beans
th
Sept. 15 Tuna Fish/Canned Spaghetti
Sept. 22nd Toilet Paper/Bar Soap
Sept. 29th Spaghetti/Sauce

“If you don’t go after what you want, you’ll never have it. If you
don’t ask, the answer is always no. If you don’t step forward,
you’re always in the same place.” – Nora Roberts
Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

9:00 Sunday School

Wednesday

Thursday

3
8am Men’s Study

4
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

9:30 Choir Warm-up

Friday

Saturday

5

6

12

13

7

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

10:00 Worship w/
Communion

8:00 – AA

8
9:00 Sunday School
9:30 Choir Warm-up

9
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

10
8am Men’s Study

11
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

10:00 Worship

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

7:00 Session Meeting

15
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship

16
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

17
8am Men’s Study

14

8:00 – AA

18
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

19

20

21

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

CROP WALK
8:00 – AA

22
9:00 Sunday School

10:00 Worship

23
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

24
8am Men’s Study

25
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

26

27

28

1:00 Faith Circle

6:30 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 – AA

29
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship
w/ Handbells

30
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

1
8am Men’s Study

