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Now the Lord is the Spirit, and

where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is freedom.

2 Corinthians 3:17

Worship for the Month
July Preaching Schedule
July 7: Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
(with Lord’s Supper)

Text: 2 Kings 5: 1-14
Teaching: He’s got what?
July 14: Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Outdoor Worship
Text: Psalm 8; Romans 8: 19-25
Teaching: For the beauty of the Earth

Sundae Sunday
July 14th
After our outdoor service the fellowship will
continue with activities (rain or shine) and of
course, make your own ice cream
sundae. Bring your favorite topping to share.
Ice cream and water will be provided.

July 21: Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Text: Amos 8: 1-12; Colossians 1: 15-28
Teaching: This is why I need Jesus

July 28: Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Text: Luke 10: 38-42

Ladies of COTC:
Please, join us the first Friday of every month for food and
fellowship.

Teaching: Mary vs. Martha
See Bulletin OR Before Worship slide show for details

Pastor’s Message
“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans
and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.”
James 1:27
You may have noticed in a lot of my writings or Sunday morning teachings that I speak
often about justice, love, and care for the least, last and lost. You may think some sort
of social justice hippie liberal who just takes my talking points from the 20+ Democratic
candidates for President. As a side note…wouldn’t it be cool to have that kind of
competition to be an Elder in the church? Anyway, I digress.
I’m sure you could have guessed, by the sheer volume of uses of these words, that they
matter a lot to me.
Is it because I am also a social worker and have worked with the homeless, substance
addicted, and abused? That’s part of it.
Is it because I have worked in a long-term care setting as a chaplain with those who are
dying? That’s part of it.
Could it be that I’ve been a firefighter and EMT for eight years and I’m called out at all
hours of the day and night to be present with those who are often suffering? That’s part
of it.
Really, the reason I feel so passionately about justice, love, and care for the least and
forgotten is because the Bible clearly instructs me to do so. My faith in Jesus has shown
me that to be a disciple, I must respond to the woes of the world in a manner that
accurately reflects the actions of Jesus.
There are over 2,000 verses of Scripture in the Hebrew Bible (or Old Testament) and
Christian Bible (or New Testament) which deal clearly with these issues. For example,
Leviticus 19:10 tells us: “You shall not strip your vineyard bare, or gather the fallen
grapes of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the alien: I am the Lord
your God.” Similarly, Deuteronomy 15:7-8 says, “If there is among you anyone in need,
a member of your community in any of your towns within the land that the Lord your
God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or tight-fisted toward your needy neighbor.
You should rather open your hand, willingly lending enough to meet the need,
whatever it may be.” And further, in the Christian Bible, Jesus says at Luke 3:11 “In
reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none;
and whoever has food must do likewise.” And on and on the list could go, for another
1,997 plus verses.
We are clearly shown in Scripture to care for those who have little and for those who
are considered the most vulnerable. We hear often of a declaration to care for the
“widow, orphan and foreigner.” In fact, that phrase can be found 37 times in the
Hebrew Bible. In the ancient Near East, these three groups represented those who had

no one to speak for them or care for them. They had lost their parents, had been born
out of wedlock, or lost their spouses. Further, they were people who were from outside
of the Israelite religion and culture and thus had very little standing in important
matters in the broader society. Our modern world does not escape the presence of the
vulnerable. Even further, the issue of vulnerability is not merely an economic matter. It
has become a racial matter, a gender matter, and even a nationality matter.
The entire ethos around social justice has taken such a political flavor that people are
often turned off by the very words. It is assumed, wrongly, that social justice is an issue
that politically liberal people love and politically conservative people hate. As a political
matter, this may very well be true. However, as people of faith, we do not have the
luxury to allow our human politics to enter the equation. And we cannot ignore the
Biblical commands to care for those most vulnerable and oppressed in our midst simply
because it does not line up with our political affiliation.
We hear often today about such matters from Democrats and Republicans. We hear
negative talk on all sides of the political spectrum. The declarations about caring for
others, in whatever way, have been turned into a political matter. This, however, is not
how things are to be for we who proclaim Christ as Lord and Savior. We do not answer
to political pundits or politicians. Instead, we serve our Servant Lord and seek His will
and wisdom for our lives.

When a person is hungry, or sick, or injured, we cannot, as Christians, ask their politics
or sexual orientation or country of origin. Instead, we are to feed, heal, and care for
them regardless of any of these conditions. We are to “Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The
second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than
these” (Mark 12: 30-31). When we love our neighbor as ourselves, this verse tells us,
we are also loving the Lord our God. And so, we cannot consider another person’s race
or gender and decide whether or not they’re worthy of receiving an expression of God’s
love. We must respond to their need as best and as fully as we can.
This way of living true social justice (and I’m not referring to the political buzzwords) is
found not just in the 2,000 plus verses of Scripture that tell us to do so (although
they’re all quite painstakingly clear). We see more obviously the posture of our God,
revealed in and by Jesus the Christ and testified to by the Scripture.
In Jesus, we see our God who directs God’s love to everyone but God’s self. Think of it
simply: What did God gain on the cross as Jesus was being tortured and murdered?
Nothing. Not one thing. God, in fact, lost everything. We hear, for example, in the
“Christ Hymn” of Philippians 2: 6-11 that Jesus threw away all of his power and might
away so that he might become as one of us and suffer with and for us.

God’s way of being is that of a suffering servant. And Jesus tells us further in
Matthew 16:24, Mark 8:34, and Luke 9:23 to “Pick up your cross and follow me.”
Luke even adds to this the word “daily.” The Christian life, in which we’re called to
truly pattern after our Christ, is to suffer. To suffer with and to suffer for. To allow
our love, like God’s love, to always be other directed.
And when we do this, we do not have the time to stop and ask a bunch of political
questions. If a woman has received an abortion, we cannot judge. We, instead,
should love. We should embrace. We should walk alongside her. If a person is to
find that they are experiencing homelessness, we cannot ask “Why;” we simply
offer all that we can to meet their human needs. If a person finds that they are
addicted, we do not castigate and disparage them. Instead, we realize they are
fighting demons which have overtaken their life and through our love we embrace
them and help to cast those demons out.
We should not allow the world around us to inform our way of thinking or being.
The world is a very fallen sinful place. And while we very much live in it and
unfortunately continue to the sinful nature of it, we are called by our lives in Christ
to try all that we can to add to His way and not our own.
Truly, we cannot become so overwhelmed by the evil all around us that we simply
give in and do nothing. We must work in our lives of faith to combat this evil and to
bring more fully the love and righteousness of our God.
10 times out of 10 living our lives of faith means living the social justice life; that is
loving God fully through our care for the other, meeting their needs, and
advocating for their welfare.
I hope that you will join me in this social justice life as we love God; connect with
others; and serve in Jesus’ name.
Peace and Joy,
Pastor Drew

Church of the Cross
Minutes of the Session
June 5th, 2019
Interpretation and Stewardship

Worship and Music

Contributions are being received Outdoor services are July 14 and
for LWW filter system
August 4, weather permitting.
July 14th— Sundae Sunday
Properties
Spring clean up completed
Christian Ed
Seeking additional help for
Children’s Church

Mission

August 4th—We will be joined
by Fairview & Girard
Presbyterian Churches
Staff Reports
Himes

Futuring team is meeting soon
June mission was Blended Spirits to wrap up “Phase 1”
Ranch
July mission focus will be
ServErie

Next Session Meeting: August
Our Average Attendance is approximately – 98
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of June:

Budgeted
Operating Budget $174,040
Missions Budget $20,368
Per Capita Receipts $1,772

Received
$162,406
$19,386

Expenses
$156,565
$4,652 (LLW)

The Per Capita assessment for 2019 is $31.50 per member.

Sally’s Message

Mission of the Month

Dear COTC Family,
“Our God is an awesome God.” I love a good song, especially one that lets me
sing to God. Do you have a favorite song? I have so many. That was one of my
favorite things about working with Jim Black; he and I shared so many favorites.
We had our top 10, which actually was our top 100.
The love of music that I have today has been nurtured over my entire life. My
dad and mom were the perfect pastor and wife team when it came to singing
and playing special music for church. Dad had a wonderful baritone voice and
mom is a fabulous pianist. Dad always made worship meaningful. I remember
he especially loved to sing “God is so Good” when we had special services. This
is just one of the many memories, that I hold dear, when I think about how
music has always been a part of my life.

Please join us this month as we work alongside our
sisters and brothers in Christ in ServErie through
some hands-on mission. We will be helping to
clean and prepare JoAnna Connell Elementary
School for students this upcoming school year.
Church of the Cross is putting together a team to
go help with this effort on Saturday, July 27th from
8am-noon. If you are interested in helping sign up
before July 22nd. Please, call the church office, email taylor@cotc.org, or sign-up after church.
For those of you who don't know, JoAnna Connell
Elementary School is an Erie city school located on
East 38th Street. Help be a part of making our city
shine for it's youngest members.

I am grateful to be the COTC pianist for the past 12 years. I am excited to see
what is in store in this new chapter of the music ministry of COTC. I have some
new visions of ways we can incorporate music into our worship, yet still honor
our traditions. I love mixing up the old with the new! It brings joy to all when
everyone gets a little of what they like. Mostly, what I am hopeful for, is that as
we continue to grow in our relationship with Christ, we grow in our worship
through meditation, word and song. That our music is an act of worship, and not
a means to glorify ourselves. That God would be glorified in our shouts of
praise!
Would you consider joining the choir this fall? Would you consider ringing
Bells? New regular ringers and substitutes are always needed and welcome. You
do not have to be a trained musician. We will work with you in our rehearsals
and even provide one-on -one training. It’s the fellowship that really makes the
experience fun!

I look forward to working with Amy Fugate as we plan out the next year. Please,
watch the bulletin, newsletter, before worship slides, or online for details about
the fall start up dates. If you have any questions, feel free to call or email me. I
would love an opportunity to get to know you.
Happy Singing!
Sally

Combined Service and Picnic

August 4th
Fairview and Girard Presbyterian Churches at COTC
Pot Luck Picnic following service
Getting to know our fellow West County Presbyterians
Invite a friend or neighbor for fellowship

2019 ERIE CROP HUNGER WALK
Mark your calendar for Sunday September 15 at 2:00 for the 2019
Erie CROP Hunger Walk! This marks 50 years of CROP Walkers like
us responding to hunger. Last year we helped raise over $8 million
dollars to help families survive – and thrive – because of our
steps! Locally, the Erie Walk raised $59,300 with 25% of that going
to 24 local organizations.

Are you up for a challenge this year? With this being the
of the CROP Walk, Church World Service has issued
a challenge for every walker to raise $50 more than they raised last
year. COTC raised $11,600 last year. Can we do it again? Is $12,000
a possibility? We have had some of our COTC walkers find collecting
donations online to be very effective. As a meaningful bonus, CWS is
offering a custom CROP Hunger Walk scarf for people who raise
$100 online at least four weeks before Walk Day! Go
to www.crophungerwalk.org/eriepa/and sign up for our Church of
the Cross team and encourage your social media contacts to make a
pledge.
50thanniversary

Additional information and the traditional sponsor envelopes will be
available in mid-August on Sundays. Contact Karen and John Schmitt
(john.schmitt@verizon.netor 440-6103) if you have any questions.
See you on Presque Isle on Sunday September 15 as we walk to end
hunger one step at a time!

Thank You Letters
COTC,
“Thank you so much. Needless to say, you made our
day!”
From,
The staff at the Women’s Care Center
Dear Church of the Cross Family,
What a wonderful celebration reunion! When I stepped into the gym that night, the
sight of so many of my family and friends took my breath away. From there it
continued to build with an outstanding meal while our COTC pianists, Sally Kruse,
Gena Kirk Shirley and Cindy Sharrer serenaded us. Our hand bell choir (and alumni
ringers) directed by Amy Fugate played beautifully. That was followed by a huge 50+
alumni mass choir, directed by my son Andy Black, that sang several powerful songs
including my favorite, My Savior's Love. Jim Ohrn humorously kept things moving as
the emcee. Numerous friends spoke eloquently as they shared meaningful memories.
I'm told that Sam Trostle took what seemed like hundreds of photographs and crafted
them into an unbelievable collage of musicals and special worship services. I was given
the wonderful opportunity to sing the Irish Blessing with my old quartet, North Coast
Harmony and Ben & Andy. Mary McConnell's rendition of 'Thanks for the Memories'
still makes me smile. As I reflect on those words, I'd be remiss if I didn't acknowledge
all of the 'behind the scenes' folk that helped organize the catered meal, dozens of
homemade cookies, and all the hours setting up and tearing down the gym for this
large event. I appreciate everyone's contribution to this awesome celebration. How
you all kept so many secrets through the labors of planning is amazing! I was very
much surprised.
It is no secret that one of my favorite all time worship moments at COTC is listening to
our church family sing the Lord's Prayer. It was a very rich blessing to close the event
by leading the singing of that powerful prayer one last time. I was given many cards
and gifts including a personalized, handmade quilt which many of you contributed to
and was masterfully stitched by Lori Wolfe. The program assembled by Amy Fugate
and Andy was creative and wonderfully crafted. I am humbled to think of the number
of hours planning and rehearsal to pull off something of this magnitude. Having
considerable programming experience myself, I know how challenging it must have
been to do it long distance with so many people. It was all filled with love. Thank you,
Church of the Cross, for the generous purse, as well as the great binoculars, but more
significantly the expression of your love, friendship and fellowship over these last 40
years. I have been incredibly blessed.
Gratefully,
Jim Black

News from
Welcome to July, a time of
sunshine and life well lived.
Please, allow our work to
inspire you towards a more
loving life, filled with God’s
grace.
•

Thank you for all the help in the office: Karen
Vandervort, Sue Ohrn, and Mary Lou Simpson.
The work you do does not go unnoticed!

•

Know anyone else that does a lot for COTC? Give
them a “shout out” here in our Newsletter!
Birthdays and Anniversaries* for July

*Sarah & David Kahl 7/1
Carole J Bush 7/2
Lauren Heidt 7/2
John Beham 7/4
Kevin McConnell 7/5
Kailey Ann Lewis (Heisler) 7/6
Mary McCann 7/6
Jenna Schmitt 7/6
Emma Whiteman 7/6
Irwin H. (Butch) Bole 7/7
Everett Kahl 7/7
Andrew Black 7/8
*Robert & Donna Walkow 7/10
Rebecca (Becky) Beham 7/12
John Gorndt 7/12

Mary (Lynne) Ricart 7/13
*James & Susan Ohrn 7/13
Wyatt Arneman 7/17
Luke Trostle 7/18
Laura Weber 7/19
*Matthew & Jennifer Trott 7/19
Samantha Kennedy 7/22
Erica Lyle 7/23
Joan Middleton 7/24
Barbara Eisert 7/26
Laurie Hirt 7/27
Chelsea Warner 7/27
Lois Branch 7/28
*Carolyn & Dennis Huzinec 7/29

July

West Millcreek Food Pantry items
July 7th Cereal/Baked Beans
July 14th Tuna/Canned Spaghetti
July 21st Toilet Tissue/Bar Soap
July 28th Spaghetti/Sauce

“Jesus said to the people who believed in him, "You are truly my disciples if
you remain faithful to my teachings. And you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.” – John 8:31
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10am Ladies’ Bible
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