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“The Lord is merciful and

compassionate, slow to get
angry and filled with unfailing love.”
Psalm 145:8

Worship for the Month
June Preaching Schedule
June 2: 7th Sunday of Easter
Text: Revelation 21: 1-7, 10, 22-26

Teaching: Vision Problems

Meet Us on the Green

June 9: Day of Pentecost

What? Nine holes of golf

(Recognition of New Members)
(with Lord’s Supper)

Where? Overlake Golf Course Route 20 in Girard
When? Every Sunday at 3:30pm!!

Text: Romans 8: 14-17

Teaching: Welcome to the Family
June 16: Trinity Sunday
Text: Britney Knight preaching

Join us for dinner afterwards!
If you are interested call/text Joe Dillon 814-392-

Teaching:
June 23: 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Text: I Kings 19: 1-15
Teaching: You think is gonna be easy?
June 30: 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Text: II Kings 2: 1-2, 6-14

Teaching: Those who’ve come before

Ladies of COTC:
Please, join us the first Friday of every month for food and
fellowship.
See Bulletin OR Before Worship slide show for details:
We will be meeting at Heartland in Girard on June 7th at
12:30pm

Pastor’s Message

“As ministers our greatest temptation is toward too many words. They
weaken our faith and make us lukewarm. But silence is a sacred discipline,
a guard of the Holy Spirit.” -Fr. Henri Nouwen (1932-1996)
One area of Christian faith formation I admit to never receiving a lot of
instruction about the Holy Spirit. Growing up, I remember asking many
people, “Who or what is the Holy Spirit?” Some would say, “The third
person of the Trinity.” I would ask, “So, what does that mean? What does
the Spirit do?” And I would be told, “Well, the Spirit was sent by Jesus to be
with us.” I would then reply, “Yeah…and?” And that’s usually when the
conversation was turned quickly to the weather, sports, or literally
anything that didn’t involve trying to understand this.
As I grew up, got into college and Seminary, I still wasn’t met with a lot of
solid answers. I admit, that I was trying to get facts and information about
the mystery of God. Silly me.
What I’ve come to find out is that the Spirit, much like all of God, is not
something to really know in a factual, academic sense. Instead, the Spirit,
like all of God, is to be experienced.
We Presbyterians love to give attributes and facts about things. We like to
say that the Spirit inspired the Biblical authors and continues to inspire our
reading/interpretation. Not untrue. We also like to say, that the Spirit of
God swirled over the face of the deep in Creation. Also, not untrue. We like
to say that the Spirit came down like a dove in Jesus’ baptism and became
like tongues of fire on Pentecost. Again, also, not untrue.
But what does that all mean about the work and action of the Spirit? Not a
whole heck of a lot. When I was baptized, although I don’t remember it,
there was no dove. And while I have met people from other nations and
other cultures…no tongues of flame.
So, what gives?
When I spent my time in Taizé and as I have come back since, continuing to
seek the contemplative experience, I have found that I am experiencing
God much more than before. When I went to France, I had a very academic
mind. When I came back, it’s all been changed. Yes, I still love to learn. Yes,
I still read. Yes, I still consider myself a nerd. What I have realized is that

while those things are good, they will not allow me to grow a whole lot
closer to God.
Instead, I had to let go of what I was trying to do and allow the Spirit to
take over. I had to be still and silent.
Now, I no longer simply believe the Spirit was present in Creation.
Instead, I see that the Spirit is still active in creating and re-creating. And
while I didn’t have a dove over me in baptism, I now can recognize the act
of the Spirit in God’s call to baptism.
This month, on June 9th, we will welcome new members to our church.
These are not new faces, however. They are faces you’ve seen for the
past 13+ years. These are our teenagers. You have watched them grow
from their own baptisms to now being able to stand and speak for
themselves.
You will be seeing the work of the Spirit, as it has been active in their
lives. You will see how the Spirit has been at work in and through all of
you to mold them, teach them, love them, encourage them, and walk
alongside them.
The public affirmation of faith (or more commonly “Confirmation”) is not
merely a thing you do when you hit a certain age. The public affirmation
of faith is when a person expresses that they recognize that the Holy
Spirit, which is what drew them to the waters of baptism, has been
stirring inside them. It is now drawing them back to the waters to
remember their baptism and to set their lives on a course of following
God, loving Jesus, and serving in His name.
Interestingly, the questions asked of a person publicly declaring their faith
are the exact same questions which were asked on their behalf in
baptism. This time, however, no one has to speak for them; the Spirit
quickens them and inspires them and energizes them to declare, in their
own voice, what they believe.
Look and listen for the work of the Spirit. Sit in the silence and feel God’s
work amongst you. When we slow down and open wide our minds, we
will see the Spirit working; we will hear God’s voice; we will know that
Christ is present.
Peace and Joy,
Pastor Drew

Church of the Cross

Mission of the Month

Minutes of the Session

Blended Spirits Ranch

May 8th, 2019
Interpretation and Stewardship
Contributions are being received
for LWW filter system

Properties
Spring clean up completed
Christian Ed

June mission focus is Blended
Spirits Ranch
Worship and Music

Outdoor services are July 14 and
August 4, weather permitting.
July 14th— Sundae Sunday

Seeking additional help for
Children’s Church

August 4th—We will be joined by
Fairview & Girard Presbyterian
Churches

Mission

Staff Reports

May mission was Women’s Care
Center and we donated many
baby items

Himes
Futuring team is meeting soon to
wrap up “Phase 1”

Next Session Meeting: Wednesday, June 5th
Our Average Attendance is approximately – 102
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of May 24:

Budgeted
Operating Budget $141,631
Missions Budget $16,575
Per Capita Receipts $1,700

Received
$136,775
$16,372

Expenses
$135,872
$4,009 (LLW)

The Per Capita assessment for 2019 is $31.50 per member.

Our organization strives to be a positive influence
in the community and improve the lives of
individuals through Equine Assisted Learning (EAL)
and Equine Assisted Psychotherapy (EAP). Since our
start in 2007, we have positively influenced the
lives of many children and adults who have
benefited from our program. During the same time
period we have rescued and rehabilitated over
twelve horses from environments of abuse,
neglect, or unwanted situations. We have then
trained through natural horsemanship techniques
to prepare and utilize them in our EAL
programs. In addition to these horses, we have
utilized natural horsemanship training techniques
and trained an additional three horses to work in
our program. As sign of support for our
organization we continually attract local volunteers.
Look for more information about how you can get
involved during the month of June.

Save the Dates

Special Notes

Sundae Sunday

Journals needed!

July 14th
After our outdoor
service the fellowship
will continue with
activities (rain or shine)
and of course, make
your own ice cream sundae. Bring your
favorite topping to share. Ice cream and water
will be provided.

The director of caring ministries at Hamot
tells us there is a need for journals. If you
have a journal you can spare, please turn it in
at the church office. We will see that it gets to
patients at Hamot who have requested a
journal.

Graduation Season is here!
Class of ‘19
•

Carter Michael Houston will be graduating Fairview
High School and attending Penn State

•

David Kim will be graduating from Collegiate Academy
and plans to pursue a degree in Computer Science,
with a minor in Music, at RIT

•

Chelsea Miller will be graduating from McDowell and
attending RIT

Combined Service and Picnic
August 4th

with Fairview and Girard Presbyterian
Churches here at COTC.
Watch for
information as
to the date.

more
we get closer

News from

Thank You Letters
Dear Church of the Cross Family,
It has been the joy of my life to be able to serve the Lord with
you for such a wonderful season. Do you realize how few people
have the opportunity see the children of their church family
grow and flourish as I have? I thank the Lord for His mercy and
grace which has allowed me to have this blessing. Thank you for
all the kindnesses to me through the years and for your
continued support.
I am grateful for the many written notes as well as the personal
visits I have received during this period of transition. Peg retired
several years ago, and we look forward to having the freedom to
worship with our sons and their families more than once or
twice a year. I would love to share with you what the Lord has
waiting for me, but He has not yet revealed His plan. I only
know that if it is half as rich as what I have already experienced
in this life, it will be far better than anything I can imagine or
deserve.
Love in Christ,
Jim
Dear Church of the Cross,
Many thanks to those who helped with the church property
Spring cleanup on Saturday May 18th. We started at 8:30 AM
with 14 yards of bark. By 11 AM the beds had been weeded, the
bark was gone, and we were on our way home.
We couldn’t have done it without:
Marijane Dillon *Sam Simpson
*Jim Black *Andy Wagner
*Bob Griffin *Denis Jacobson *Lori & Don Wolfe *Karen & John
Schmitt *Carolyn & Dennis Huzinec *Jim & Sue Ohrn

Welcome to June, a time of sunshine
and life well lived. Please, allow our
work to inspire you towards a more
loving life, filled with God’s grace.
•

We managed to really clean up
the property and it looks stellar!

•

Thank you for all the help in the office: Karen Vandervort,
Sue Ohrn, and Mary Lou Simpson. The work you do does
not go unnoticed!

•

Please, help congratulate Sally Kruse on her position at
COTC as the new Music Director/Pianist.

•

A familiar face with a new place; Amy Fugate is now our
Bell Choir Director. Congratulations!

Birthdays and Anniversaries* for June
*Kevin & Deborah Barbour 6/3
*Ronald & Teresa Buchholz 6/6
Randall Schiefelbein 6/6
Victoria Cain 6/7
Jean Smith 6/8
Sarah Kahl 6/10
Sue Tibbits 6/11
John Benedict 6/12
Diane Sheffer 6/12
*Todd & Barb King 6/12.
Bradley Jacobson 6/13
Carol Seib 6/13
Grace Wood 6/13
*Joseph & Katherine Daniels 6/13
*Thomas & Julie Pendleton 6/14
Judy Benedict 6/15
Lindsey Clark 6/16

James Moelk 6/16
*Randall & Tina Schiefelbein 6/16
Garrett Heidt 6/17
Peggy Black 6/18
Marie Magraw 6/19
*Kirk & Christina Warner 6/20
Elle Arneman 6/21
Ashley Warner 6/22
*John & Judy Benedict 6/22
*Lois & Jim Branch 6/23
*Mary Lou & Sam Simpson 6/25
Perry Rearick 6/26
*John & Becky Beham 6/26
*Nathan & Mary Schenck 6/26
Ronald Buchholz 6/29
Perry Tharpe 6/29

June

nd

Food Pantry items

June 2 Canned Spaghetti/Tuna
June 9th Toilet Paper/Bar Soap
June 16th Spaghetti/Sauce
June 23rd Mac & Cheese/Peanut Butter

“This is what the Sovereign Lord showed me: a basket
of ripe (summer) fruit.” - Amos 8:1
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

8:00 – AA

2

3

10:00 Worship

4
7am Men’s Study

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

7:00 Session Meeting

9

10

11

10:00 Worship w/
Communion

8

8:00 – AA

15

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

Confirmation Sunday
Pentecost (wear Red)

16

8:00 – AA

17

18

10:00 Worship

22

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

8:00 – AA

23
10:00 Worship

24

25
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

