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“My presence go with you,
and I will give you rest.”
Exodus 33:14

Worship for the Month

Christian Education Classes

April 28: 2nd Sunday of Easter
Text: Acts 5: 27-32; Revelation 1: 4-8
Teaching: You cannot stop…
May 5: 3rd Sunday of Easter
(with Lord’s Supper)
Text: Luke 24: 13-31; John 21: 1-8
Teaching: Confusing Appearances

May 12: 4th Sunday of Easter
Text: Acts 9: 35-43; Revelation 7: 9-12
Teaching: The power of God
May 19: 5th Sunday of Easter
Text: Acts 11: 1-18

Teaching: Who are we?
May 26: 6th Sunday of Easter
Text: Acts 16: 9-15; Revelation 21: 10,
22-22:5
Teaching: Vision Problems

Please, see the bulletin AND before worship slides for more
information
Any Questions? Contact Matt Trott

Pastor’s Message

As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe,
sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do
not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.
He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But
go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there
you will see him, just as he told you.”
Mark 16: 5-7
Easter is over for another year so we can all return to business as usual,
right?
Wrong
That was a trick question, Easter is never actually over. Sure, the liturgical
season (with corresponding color) may change. But the reality of an empty
tomb and a resurrected Jesus never stops being true. Equally, disciples who
are made to chase after and scout out a very active Jesus should also be
our way of living.
Unfortunately, our desire to go looking for Jesus has been stunted by our
desire to feel safe and comfortable. By seeking clear cut guidelines,
responsibilities, programs, defining who’s in charge, and making statement,
we’ve lost our edge of being radical sojourners. We’ve lost our energy to
keep moving and keep doing, unlike our Christ who is constantly going.
I sit on our Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry and I also serve on the
Presbytery Futuring Team. Due to this, I’ve been tasked with reading a lot
of information on the current status and future unknown of American
Christianity. I noticed, for example, that a recent report states that the
current amount of churchgoers is at an all-time low. People are more likely
to do anything else on Sunday than attend church. People are asking me
often, “What gives with the church? Is there any hope?”
Sure, there is; there’s always hope to be found in our God who refuses to
let anything get in the way of the holy work of redemption and
reconciliation. But becoming part of this way of living is going to take some
serious work on our part.
And for starters, we’ve got to break loose.
One of the most profound resurrection account statements is the one
found above from Mark’s Gospel. Here’s the crux, “But go, tell his disciples
and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him,
just as he told you.”
In order to be part of the resurrection ministry of Jesus, we’re going to
have to go. Go where? To Galilee. And we must remember that Galilee isn’t
a city; it’s an entire region. The historian Josephus records that this area
was made up of 200 villages. So, when Mark says that Jesus is going to
Galilee, he means an expansive, and densely populated, place. So too we

shouldn’t be trying to figure out where we’re supposed to go. Millcreek?
Fairview? Erie? Girard? McKean? EVERYWHERE! That’s where we need to
go. Every street, every person, every situation; that’s where we’re being
sent.
And just what will Jesus be doing once he arrives in Galilee? The answer
comes with how Mark ends his Gospel. He ends it loosely; he doesn’t
have something neat and tidy like a commissioning (Matthew) or the
Emmaus Road and Ascension (Luke), or a BBQ and commissioning on a
beach (John). Instead, Mark leaves the end of the story open. He in
inviting us to go back to Mark 1:1 and start reading to hear again about
the healing, teaching, loving, embracing, and casting out that Jesus did
previously and is already doing again.
The words of Mark’s ending serve as an invitation to participate in the
resurrection ministry of Jesus and all of its ill-defined, non-specific
geographical reaches. There’s not one specific task, or people, or place to
go to. It’s really to a large place doing a lot of different stuff for many
different people. We will remember that chasing Jesus is part of the trip.
We’ll constantly be looking for signs that he’s already been there.
We have to loosen our grip on defined programs, actions, and plans.
Trying to create 5-step plans or 50-point mission statements isn’t going to
work. Instead, we must throw ourselves into the rhythms and ways of
Christ’s ministry. We know what those are; all we need to do is read the
Gospels repeatedly and we’ll see clear details of how are to act, live, and
love.
The world needs more of Jesus and less of us. We need to get out of our
own ways, and especially out of the way of a Savior who is alive again and
loose in the world. We can join in on his work if we’re willing. Sitting
around waiting for his return isn’t going to cut it; trying to put Jesus into a
box isn’t going to work either. Our God is a God who is loose, moving,
travelling, and active. Our God doesn’t sit still.
Neither should we.
“How should I serve? What should I do? Where should I go?”
Everyway…everything…everywhere. Let’s drop our definitions. Let’s
simply accept the challenge of doing ministry in the way of Jesus…going
ahead to Galilee, wherever that may be, and doing ministry, whatever
that may mean for us.
Christ is (still) risen!
Peace and Joy,
Pastor Drew

Church of the Cross
Minutes of the Session
April 8th, 2019

Youth in Middle and High School
ATTENTION: Youth in Middle and High School
(and interested adults)

Interpretation and Stewardship

Worship and Music

Contributions are being received
for LWW filter system

May communion by intinction—
MJ Dilon is leader

Properties

Spring clean up 5/18

Outdoor services are July 14 and
August 4, weather permitting. We
will be joined by Fairview &
Girard Presbyterian Churches

Christian Ed

Staff Reports

Seeking additional help for
Children’s Church

Himes

Lock system updates ongoing

Mission

Futuring team is working on
assignments

Next Session Meeting: Wednesday, June 12th
Our Average Attendance is approximately –
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of April:

Received
$121,118
$14,504

“The Church has Left the Building”
Saturday May 11, 2019
This month we’re at

Habitat for Humanity
Meet us there by 9 AM

May mission focus is the
Women’s Care Center

Budgeted
Operating Budget $113,719
Missions Budget $13,309
Per Capita Receipts $1,600

Join us for

Expenses
$110,496
$-904.04 (LLW)

The Per Capita assessment for 2019 is $31.50 per member.

Lunch, and will be by 12:30 PM.
All students must have a signed liability waiver on
file.
(Participants will qualify for 3.5 hours community service credit)

News from
Welcome to May, a time of rebirth and
renewal. Please, allow our work to inspire
you towards a more loving life, filled with
God’s grace.
•

The Spring Rummage Sale was once again a success.

•

Thank you for all the help in the office: Karen Vandervort, Sue
Ohrn, and Mary Lou Simpson

•

Please, keep your eyes on the newsletter for any new/interesting
announces. Taylor makes it just you ;)

Birthdays and Anniversaries* for May
Sandy Gorndt 5/2

Edward J. Jr. Keim 5/18

William Lyle 5/3

Kathryn A. Smith 5/19

Marilyn Keim 5/5

*Brenda & William Lyle 5/19

Kathy Taylor 5/5

Helen Rater 5/21

Robert (Bob) Griffin 5/6

Mary Oas 5/21

Collin Morey 5/9

Joseph Whiteman 5/24

Mary B. Trostle 5/10

Barb King 5/25

Joan Rearick 5/12

Patty Rearick 5/26

Samuel Simpson 5/12

*Ron & Dawn George 5/27

Ronald Jackson 5/13

Joseph Daniels 5/31

James Boyd 5/16

David Kahl Jr. 5/31

Lawrence Eakin 5/16

May

Food Pantry items

May 5th Toilet Tissue/Cereal
May 12th Canned Spaghetti/Tuna
May 19th Spaghetti/Sauce
th
May 26 Mac & Cheese/Peanut Butter

“May this month bring you all the love and happiness God wishes you.” – Unknown
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

2
6:30 Choir Rehearsal

Saturday
3

4

Office Closed

8:00 – AA

5
9:00 Sunday School

6
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

10:00 Worship w/
Communion

7
7am Men’s Study

8
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

9

10

16

17

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

7:00 Session Meeting

12

13

9:00 Sunday School

7:00 Handbells

10:00 Worship

Cleaning Party

14
7am Men’s Study

11

8:00 – AA

15
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

18

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

Spring Cleanup
8:30-12

Mother’s Day

8:00 – AA

19

20

9:00 Sunday School

21
7am Men’s Study

22
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

10:00 Worship

23

24

25

1:00 Faith Circle
6:30 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 – AA

26
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship

27
Memorial Day

28
7am Men’s Study

29
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

…Bring
3 May Flowers!!!

