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“Have I not commanded you? Be
strong and courageous. Do not

be frightened, and do not be dis-

mayed, for the LORD your God is
with you wherever you go.”
Joshua 1:9

Worship for the Month
March 3: Transfiguration of the Lord
(with the Lord’s Supper)
Text: Exodus 34: 29-35; Luke 9:28-35
Teaching: The Shining

Kids Care

An Outreach, Inc. Program
March 6: Ash Wednesday
(with Lord’s Supper)
Text: Isaiah 58: 1-12
Teaching: Fasting, Praying, Seeking
st

March 10: 1 Sunday in Lent
Text: Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16; Luke 4: 1-13
Teaching: Tempting Temptations
March 17: 2nd Sunday in Lent
Text: Luke 13: 31-35
Teaching: Go Tell Herod

March 24: 3rd Sunday in Lent
Text: Psalm 63: 1-8
Teaching: A Love Letter to the Beloved
March 31: 4th Sunday in Lent
Text: Psalm 32; Luke 15: 1-3; 11b-32
Teaching: What Sort of God is This?

Packing Meals for Vulnerable Children
Plan to stay after worship Sunday, March 10th
“Bag the Beans”
It will take place in the gym. We will pack up 25,000 beans
and rice meals for hungry people living here in Erie
It is a great time of fellowship and mission that can be
enjoyed by all ages

Ladies of COTC:
Please, join us the first Friday of every month for food and
fellowship.
See Bulletin OR Before Worship slide show for details

Pastor’s Message
“When they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him, and they
raised their voices and wept aloud; they tore their robes and threw dust in
the air upon their heads. They sat with him on the ground seven days and
seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they saw that his suffering
was very great.”
Job 2: 12-13
Ashes.
Ashes are the product of what was, not what is. Ashes are all that is left after
destruction, especially fire, tears through something which was solid.
Ashes form into heaps and piles and even get picked up and fly in the winds,
being scattered hither and thither.
And on March 6, we will gather to smear this sooty paste onto our foreheads
for Ash Wednesday.
Why do we do that? Why do we make thumb smudge crosses on the first
day of Lent?
The tradition of fasting and repentance dates back to the Council of Nicea
around 325 AD and the use of ashes to begin this season is attributed to
Pope Gregory I (c. 540-604AD). The tradition connects to the declaration of
God in Genesis 3:19, “You are dust and to dust you shall return.” It reminds
us of our mortality, our sinfulness, and our need for God. It becomes an act
of declaration. The placing of ashes says, in effect, “I only deserve the broken, shattered, scattered, and pulverized pieces of existence because of my
sinfulness.” And in the act of receiving the ashes, God commends the making
of the sign of the cross, so as to say, “Yes, you are mortal. Yes you are sinful.
But remember the Good News of the Gospel: The cross has freed you all.”
Lent is to be a time of deep inner searching and introspective prayer. Some
may give something up for Lent, such as a particular luxury, favorite food, or
activity. Some fast until sundown one or more days a week. These are to remind us and bring us into closer contact with Jesus who denied himself food
and water for 40 days in the wilderness and then was tempted by the Satan.
We should not ignore the Lenten journey. We should not only come to for
the “high points” of Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and
Resurrection Sunday. We should commit to some sort of prayerful, repent-

ant, and searching journey with God during these 40 days which are given as a gift. They are a gift of slowing down; a gift of finding worshipful
silence; a gift of searching deeply.
We all rush around too much. We all consume ourselves with too much
“stuff” and “activities.” We are distracted. We rarely ever truly experience Sabbath rest.
But now we have these 40 days. These 40 days in which to confess, begin
to repent, and become grounded again in the wide expanse of God’s
mercy.
May I commend one activity to you all: lectio divina. It is a way of reading
Scripture that is broken into four simple steps that call for loads of prayer. I would encourage you to try this with the Psalms as they’re simple to
use and fit well with this prayerful Scripture reading.
Step One: Lectio (Reading). Read but a few verses (5 or 6). Really truly
read them. Soak in them.
Step Two: Meditatio (Meditation). Reflect silently or “chew on” the text
you’ve just read. Try to discern what God is attempting to say to you.
Step Three: Oratio (Response). Pray in such a way that your heart, not
your head, speaks to God.
Step Four: Contemplatio (Contemplation). Remain completely silent. Silence your heart, mind, body. Sit silently in God’s presence and just listen.
Don’t listen for; just listen.
This ancient form of prayerful Scripture reading can be deeply powerful
and moving. It allows us to remain centered on God’s presence, to hear
from God, to speak to God, and to be bathed in God’s holiness. It is a perfect way to journey through these 40 days and seek God’s presence much
more deeply.
I pray you all have a restful, renewing, and repentant Lent.
Peace and Joy,
Pastor Drew

Calling all Volunteers!!!

Church of the Cross

COTC Church office
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9am-11:30am to buzz in child for classes
and Women’s Bible Studies
If interested, please do not hesitate to get in contact with,
Taylor Ackerman
taylor@cotc.org
814-835-5901

Minutes of the Session
February 13th, 2018
Meeting Canceled due to weather

_________________________________________________________
“Chosen International Medical Assistance (ChosenIMA) is currently in
need of friendly, charismatic individuals who would be willing to man
our front office space during daily business hours. Volunteers would
greet visitors, direct them when dropping off items, assist with the
distribution of home health care objects, and answer the phone.
ChosenIMA is currently open:
Monday – Thursday from 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Friday from 8:00 AM to 3:00PM
Whether you would like to volunteer on a weekly or monthly schedule
for a 4 or 8 hour shift, or on an as-needed basis, we can use you. Call
Kristen at 814-833-3023 or email her at kristen@chosenima.org for
more information.”
Best,
Kristen Pepe
Volunteer Coordinator &
Executive Director Assistant
Chosen International Medical Assistance
3638 West 26th St Erie PA 16506

Next Session Meeting: Wednesday, March 13th

Our Average Attendance – 103
Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of February:

Budgeted
Operating Budget $57,213
Missions Budget $6,695
Per Capita Receipts $1,318

Received
$48,838
$7,066

Expenses
$54,743
$2,768

The Per Capita assessment for 2019 is $31.50 per member.

Attention:
Youth in Middle and High School
Join us for
“The Church has Left the Building”

Sunday March 10, 2019
This month we’ll “Bag the Beans” at
Church of the Cross
Immediately following worship
All students must have a signed liability waiver on

Lake Erie Presbyterian Women
Spring Gather
Please, come and share in our fellowship

file
(Participants will qualify for 3.5 hours of
community service credit)

Titusville, Presbyterian Church
216 N. Franklin Street
Titusville, PA 16354

Saturday, April 6th
9am-1:30pm
A $200.00 grant is available for *ANY PW group in our area!

Dinner Plans for a Cause?

Christian Education Classes
“A Menu of Choices”
Cycle 2: BIG THINKING FAITH
Sundays, March 3rd-31st
9am-9:45am
The good news is that WINTER is soon behind us, SPRING is soon
before us! With a change of seasons comes a great opportunity to
"experience" something new. If you love music, join us to explore
Christian music over the centuries. If you want to enhance your
daily prayer, try some new techniques for meditation.
Class A
“Make a Joyful Noise”

China Outreach Ministries has sent us a Celebration Dinner
invitation.
Tuesday April 9th, at 6:30pm, located at the Sheraton Erie
Bayfront Hotel
$ 50 per person ‖ $400 per table of eight

*Reserve your spot no later than Tuesday,
April 2nd by the following options:


www.chinaoutreach.org



Contacting the office at (717) 591-3500



E-mailing Kim Baer at
Kimbaer@chinaoutreach.net

Gain a greater appreciation of Christian music over the centuries
as you learn about background, list to selections, discuss details,
personally experience, and actively participate in this class.
Where? Sunset Room
Class B
“Contemplative Prayer”
Through the spiritual disciplines of Taizé, praying through your
Senses, & walking a prayer labyrinth, learn more about each
contemplative meditation technique through practice and
participation.
Where? Classroom—1st Floor
We start on March 3rd!
Any questions, please contact Judy Benedict

Thank You Letters
Dear friends at COTC,
Thank you so much for your donation of $500. We appreciate
your generous gifts to our ministry since 1992! Thank you for
faithfully investing over $11,000 over the years. Wow! We hope
you received our thank you gift several months ago (The book,
The Treasure Principle). We wanted to express our gratitude for
your generosity in a tangible way. This books is one of our
favorites.
We look forward to continuing to further God’s Kingdom with
you, relying on His guiding hand.
We appreciate you,

Mick & Sus :)

News from
Welcome to February, a time of love and
choosing to do so actively. Please, allow
our work to inspire you towards a more
loving life, filled with God’s grace.
• Returned to the Church Triumphant:
Bob Walker
• Bake & Take was a success
• “Chilly Cook Off” was enjoyed by many and tantalized taste buds
a plenty
I was overwhelmed by the “Baptism into Retirement” and celebration
that followed. Many thanks to my COTOC Family for the generous
gift and the beautiful canvas photo of our cross, as well as the cards,
notes, and hugs. May the Lord continue to bless all of you.
Karen
Thank you, Church of the Cross family for the lovely retirement “Send
Off”! Your generous gift and the wonderful canvas photo of our cross
are just amazing! Thank you all for the beautiful cards and wishes –
this church is awesome in the way it loves! I am so blessed and you’re
all such a blessing to me.
Peggy

Birthdays and Anniversaries* for March
Brown, Cole 3.6
Wolfe, Don 3.9
Pecora, Shirley 3.10
Hagan, Viriginia 3.11
Smeltzer, Valgean 3.11
Pendleton, Thomas 3.14
Torrance, Betty 3.15
*Lindenberger, Maggie and Robert

3.16
Cain, Jennifer 3.18
Daniel, Jim 3.22
Trott, Matthew 3.25
*Sheffer, Diane and David 3.25
Miller, Jennifer 3.29
Callahan, William 3.30

Mental Challenge of the Month

March

Food Pantry items

“Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for
the LORD!” Psalm 31:24
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
26

Feb. 3rd Tuna/Canned Spaghetti
Feb. 10th Spaghetti/Sauce
th
Feb 17 Mac & Cheese/Peanut Butter
Feb. 24th Cereal/Baked Beans
March 31st Cereal/Soup

Thursday
27

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

Friday
28

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

Saturday
1

2

Lunch Bunch
8:00 – AA

3
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship w/
Communion

4
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

5
7am Men’s Study

6
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

7

8

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

7:00 Ash Wednesday

10
9:00 Sunday School

10:00 Worship

11
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

12
7am Men’s Study

8:00 – AA

13
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

14
6:30 Choir Rehearsal

17
10:00 Worship

18
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

19
7am Men’s Study

15

16

22

23

Office Closed

Footsteps

7:00 Session Meeting

9:00 Sunday School

9

20
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

21
6:30 Choir Rehearsal

8:00 – AA

24
9:00 Sunday School

25
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

26
7am Men’s Study

27
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

28

29

30

1:00 Faith Circle
6:30 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 – AA

31
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship

1
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

2
7am Men’s Study

3
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

4
6:30 Choir Rehearsal

