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Trust in the Lord, with all
your heart
Proverbs 3:5

“Chilly Sunday”

Reminders

February 24th after worship
Come one, and come all...but most importantly, come with a hunger for
good food and even better fellowship. We would love to see you!
*Soups Welcome

“Chilly Cook Off”
Ladies of COTC:
Ladies of COTC:
Please, join us the first Friday of every month for food and fellowship.
Please, join us the first Friday of every month for food and fellowship.
See Bulletin OR Before Worship slide show for details
See Bulletin OR Before Worship slide show for details

Dear Elders and COTC Family,
It has been the joy of my life to serve our church family, with you in
ministry. It began for me on May 15th, 1980 and I plan to retire on
May 31st, 2019. Few people have had the opportunity to serve this
long in one place. I thank the Lord for His mercy and grace, which
allowed me to have this blessing. Although, I struggle to release my
grip on what has been my life’s work, I sense the Lord telling me
that it is time for someone fresh to carry it forward. Peg retired
several years ago, and we look forward to having the freedom to
worship with our sons and their families more than once or twice a
year. Thank you, for all the opportunities for fellowship and to
worship God. For the many kindness to me throughout the years
and for your continued support. It has been an incredible honor to
have been in ministry with all of you.
Love in Chris,
Jim Black
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“Pastor Drew’s Message”
All throughout the month of February, I hope you will take notice of a consistent
theme in worship: African-American spirituals. In the United States, February is
Black History Month. As part of this, I wanted our worship to focus around AfricanAmerican spirituals so that we can grow in greater appreciation of this facet of the
Christian life.
African-American spirituals were a result of enslaved people who were unjustly
and unfairly stolen away from their native homes in Africa by European slave
traders and colonizers of what would become the United States and many of the
Caribbean islands. Christianity was forced upon those who were enslaved by the
masters. However, those who were enslaved were able to create a counternarrative within this warped version of Christianity. They were able to learn,
believe, and know that God’s desire for the creation is not slavery or injustice or
racism. Instead, God’s desire is freedom and liberation for all peoples. Thus, they
discovered the true meaning of the Gospel.
As part of this counter-narrative, the spirituals were vehicles through which the
largely illiterate enslaved community was able to learn Scripture, story, and
tradition. The spirituals provided relief, through work songs and distractions when
days became overwhelmingly painful. Spirituals assisted escaping slavers by:
helping them learn the routes to follow, the people to look for, and when
conditions were either favorable or unfavorable to do so. Spirituals serve more
than just their Christian task of teaching; they were an active, and a practical, part
of liberation.
During the early era of African-American Christianity, preachers were being formed
within the communities of slaves. Some preachers were literate, being taught by
masters and mistresses, while others had been taught to memorize large swaths of
Scripture. This preaching, from within the enslaved community, allowed those who
were being subjected to the dehumanizing experience of chattel slavery, to hear
from the voices of their own people. They shared the same experience, which
God’s desire was for freedom for all God’s people, not from the oppressive and
violent voices of the masters telling them to obey, submit, and that their lot in life
was God’s will. They heard From his book, Deep River: An Interpretation of Negro
Spirituals written in 1945, the Rev. Dr. Howard Thurman, a cutting age black
liberation theologian, says this about slave preachers:
“The ante-bellum Negro preacher was the greatest single factor in determining the
spiritual destiny of the slave community. He it was who gave the masses of his
fellows a point of view which became for them a veritable Door of Hope. His
ministry was greatly restricted as to movement, function, and opportunities of
leadership but he himself was blessed with one important insight. He was
convinced that every human being was a Child of God. This belief included the
slave as well as the master. When he spoke to his group on an occasional Sabbath

day, he knew what they had lived through during the weeks; how their total
environment had conspired to din into their minds and spirits the corroding
notion, that as human beings, they were of no significance. Thus his one message
springing full grown from the mind of God repeated in many ways over a wide
range of variations was this: ‘You are created in God’s image. You are not slaves,
you are not ‘n-----s’; you are God’s children. Many weary, spiritually and physically
exhausted slaves found new strength and power gushing up into all the reaches of
their personalities, inspired by the words which fell from this man’s lips. He had
discovered that which religion insists is the ultimate truth about human life and
destiny. It is the supreme validation of the human spirit. He who knows this is able
to transcend the vicissitudes of life, however terrifying, and look out upon the
world with quiet eyes.”
I would guess that you have heard many of the spirituals before and have probably
even sung a few. You may not have even known that you were singing a song with
such a powerful and storied past. Some of those we don’t realize are spirituals are
“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,” “Go Tell it on the Mountain,” “Were You There?” “A
Balm in Gilead,” and “Deep River.” I think, shamefully, white folks appropriate the
artistic work of others, especially those of color, and give no time to consider and
celebrate the history of how a specific piece came about. Unfortunately, in the
history of spirituals, once they became heard by white audiences, they were often
sold, without attribution to the original sources of the material, and certainly with
no remuneration. Therefore, as part of our celebration of Black History Month, I
want us all to learn a bit more about each focus song. Each Sunday, in your bulletin
there will be a brief sheet about the history or themes of that week’s selected
spiritual. This is meant to give due respect to those who originally brought us these
pieces of deep and abiding art and worship.
It is my hope that the spirituals will not only open a door into part of God’s sacred
story of liberation for the oppressed, but that they will also raise to your
consciousness many of the injustices which began so long ago and still sicken our
world. Through our use of these spirituals, your heart will be pricked to think about
your black sisters and brothers and remember the unfair, unjust, and racist world
that they are forced to live in. That it will spark conversations about recognizing
and eradicating white privilege, white supremacy, racism, and finding healthy ways
to bring about just solutions to such terrible problems. Perhaps, even move us to
be allies and not silent on social justice issues.
We can either remain silent when it comes to the issue of racism. Or we, like the
slave preachers, can say, “You are…we all are…a child of God. You are not a racial
epithet. You are a beautiful human being created in the image of God and you
deserve liberation from oppression. And I will do what I can to bring it about.”
Peace and Joy,
Pastor Drew

PASTORAL CARE/COUNSELING AVAILABLE at COTC
If you are in need of an ear to listen, some advice, or more formalized
pastoral counseling, Pastor Drew is available to you. He has specialized
training (Master of Social Work with Graduate Certificate in Mental
Health) and several years of experience as an adult psychotherapist.
Appointments can be made Sunday-Thursday for any time of the day

(evenings available for those who work) and he is available for emer-

second or third hand, he may not approach you to ask if you’re in
need of such assistance because each person’s needs are unique and
many are made uncomfortable by such a tact. Many people have the
capacity through their support systems to get through rough patches
without formal assistance. Others, however, to no fault of their own,
need a little extra help and Pastor Drew is here to provide that to
you.

gencies 24-hours a day. If you’re unsure or hesitant, be assured that he

If you’d like to get started or aren’t sure whether you have a need

provides supportive, non-judgmental care and will either provide short-

for formalized pastoral counseling, reach out to Pastor Drew and

term pastoral counseling to you or refer you to a clinical specialist for

ask. He can be reached in the office Monday through Thursday 8am

ongoing needs, or both.

to 4pm; after hours (for emergencies only, please) at 814-580-9215,

Please make your needs known directly to Pastor Drew. Asking a friend

to speak to him on your behalf, speaking to the office, or just staying
silent will only delay his ability to walk alongside you on your journey.
With Pastor Drew being the only pastor on staff and with his ongoing
work load both here at COTC and with the Presbytery of Lake Erie, it is
difficult for him to assist you if he’s not reached out to and allowed the
opportunity to schedule time with you directly. He prioritizes pastoral

care and counseling and will make every effort to open his schedule to
your specific needs. Please do not assume that Pastor Drew knows your
specific needs or situations unless you have spoken directly to him. His
training and experience have taught him that by hearing directly from
those in need he is able to provide the most effective pastoral care and
counseling. Further, while he may have gained knowledge of a need

or via email at pastordrew@cotc.org. Please know that all conversations with Pastor Drew are privileged communications as defined by
church standards in the Book of Order and under the laws of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (excepting someone who presents
an immediate danger to self or others).

February Mission of the Month
Emmaus Ministries
Calling all those who like to bake, we would love your help
on February 24th for the Bake & Take.
Emmaus, a ministry of the Benedictine Sisters of Erie, is a
Christian presence and outreach to the poor in Erie since
1974 through the Emmaus Soup Kitchen and Food Pantry,
Sister Gus' Kids Café and Emmaus Grove. We will hear more
about this ministry on February 24th when someone from
Emmaus will be speaking to our congregation.
Our welcome gift to her will be a table full of homemade
tasty treats. She will then take back to their soup kitchen and
share with those who need it most in our community. If you
like to bake, please consider making your favorite recipe and
bringing it to church in a *disposable container on February
24th.
You can place your baked good on a table in the front of the
worship area.
Baked items include:
Cookies

Cakes
Sweet breads
Please remember to put your goodies in a disposable pan!

Church of the Cross
Minutes of the Session
January 23th, 2018
Interpretation and Stewardship (Ohrn, J)
- 2018 ending below expenditures (due to
roof repair, window replacement, and
redeeming of SICs)
- 2/3 Pledges goal met
Evangelism/Church Life (Beham)
- Feb. 24th fellowship “Chilly Sunday”
Missions (Speranza)
- 61 Angel tree children
- Feb. 24th “Bake & Take”
- March 10th “Bag the Beans”
- April Mission ”Tooltime”
- Spring Rummage Sale proceeds go to
“Community Room”
- Bailey Sander, mission trip assistance
Worship and Music (Trostle)
- Communion will be served February 3rd
by Jim Ohrn
- Prepare the soup for the Maundry
Thurs. soup supper volunteer?
Christian Education (Benedict)
- Adult Sunday school continues - Church
has left the building on Feb. 9th

Personnel (Wolfe)
- 60 Day Review for Taylor Ackerman
- Exist Interviews for Peggy Thomson and
Karen Vandervort
- Yearly Review for Jim Black
Nominating Committee
- Another three years: Denis Jacobson and
Tina Shiefelbein
- New Elders: Dave Gehrlein, Min Kim,
Jenn Miller, and Sam Simpson
Staff Reports
Himes
- Classwork went well
- Theme for Worship: Spirituals
Black
- Adult choir sang at Manchester
Commons
- Forest view on Feb. 7th
Jim and Bob Griffin visited Bob Walker
*COTC Presbytery Delegate will be
Samantha Kennedy

Next Session Meeting: Wednesday, February 13th
Our Average Attendance – 167

Budgeted
Operating Budget $27,752
Missions Budget $30,999
Per Capita Receipts $752

Received
$33,482
$4,608

Expenses
$22,326
$1,063

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of January:
To date 65 pledges have been received totaling $240,250 towards our Budget
The Per Capita assessment for 2019 is $31.50 per member.

Attention:

Rejoice Refresh Renew

Youth in Middle and High School

Women’s Conference
March 16th

Join us for

Grace Church McKean

“The Church has Left the Building”

9am-3pm
$40 Advanced ‖ $55 Door

Saturday February 9, 2019

Register at WCTL.org

This month we’ll work at the
Author of “A Confident Heart”

Second Harvest Food Bank

Renee Swope

Meet us at the church at 8:30 am

We will return to the church for lunch and will be
ready to head home by 12:30pm
All students must have a signed liability waiver on
file

(Participants will qualify for 3.5 hours of
community service credit)

Renee Swope shows women how to identify, overcome, and even use
doubt in order to live confidently in God’s power, truth, and grace.

Living Waters for the World Fundraiser
OUR 2019 PROJECT IS: Installation of a Reverse Osmosis water
filtration system for the orphanage, Fundacion Red Misericordia. It
is located in Santiago de los caballeros, Dominican Republic. This
orphanage houses more than 120 children.
Clean improved water is essential for children's health and mental
development. In the Dominican Republic, only 74% of its 10 million
people have improved water. The rural areas still use unclean water for drinking and their daily activities. Our orphanage project
will benefit the children's long term health, their ability to learn,
and provide employment opportunities that continue beyond our
project's completion.
Our team is seeking $25,000 for this project. Your contribution/gift
will cover the cost of the Reverse Osmosis system which includes
installation and training for the system operators and ancillary
help and also teach the teachers to educate the community about
the proper use of purified water. Another very important component is to emphasize biblical principles that Jesus Christ IS the Living Water.
We need funding secured by March 30th, 2019. We appreciate
and thank you for your support of this worthy project and will
keep you updated on its progress. Please feel free to contact us
with any inquiries.

If you would like to help, please visit:

ATTENTION, ATTENTION,
ATTENTION
In an effort to increase safety and
oversight, beginning January 1st, 2019,
the exterior door to the office (south
side) will be locked. You are asked to ring the air phone (small
gray box with a camera on it which sits to the right of the
door), so we will be able to see and buzz you in.
This is merely a preventative caution. This change is not
meant to keep you away, the church is still *open and
available to all. However the Session, in discernment and due
diligence, has determined that with the current climate of
violence in religious communities and with our semi-remote
location, and with the ease of access to I-90 and I-79, we are
in a vulnerable location and should seek to proactively protect
ourselves. By locking the doors, and asking people to
announce their presence, it allows us to know when, who,
and where people are within the building throughout the day.
It is our hope that we, nor any organization, would ever again
have to face violence in our places of worship. It is our hope,
through these passive means of security, we will have no
need of other aggressive forms of protection.
If you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to speak
with myself or Session members on our Building and Property
Committee.
Peace and Joy,

https://www.givesendgo.com/GJQH

Pastor Drew and the Session of Church of the Cross

Christian Education Classes
“A Menu of Choices”
Cycle 2: BIG THINKING FAITH
Sundays, February 3rd – 24th
9am-9:45am
Mark your calendars and plan to join us as we learn more about our
foundational beliefs as Christians. Please look over the information below to decide whether you would like to attend Class A-"Creed" or Class B
-"Science and Faith".
Class A

Kids Care

An Outreach, Inc. Program
Packing Meals for Vulnerable Children

“Creed”
Video Series
Rev. Adam Hamilton
Do you have questions about foundational Christian truths, such as the
purpose of life? Believing that powerful answers are found in the
Apostles’ Creed, Adam Hamilton examines it to explore what Christians
believe and why it matters.
Where? Sunset Room
Class B
“Science and Faith”
(Two videos—YouTube)
John Walton, N.T. Wright
How can scripture, written thousands of years ago, possibly be relevant in
our modern scientific world? These renowned Old and New Testament
Scholars will help us to better understand the relevance of both Science
and Faith
Where? Classroom—1st Floor

We start on February 3rd !
Any questions, please contact Judy Benedict

Plan to stay after worship
Sunday, March 10th

“Bag the Beans”
It will take place in the gym. We will pack up 25,000 beans and
rice meals for hungry people living here in Erie
It is a great time of fellowship and mission that can be enjoyed
by all ages

Thank You!
A big THANK YOU to our Congregation for their participation in
the Angel Tree Program! Sixty-one children received 122 gifts
which made their Christmas brighter and more joyous. A special
thank you to Mary Oas who has been our coordinator for the
program for more than a decade! A shout-out to her team of
dedicated volunteers who sorted, bagged, and delivered the
gifts to the children' families: Barb Clark, Pastor Drew & Brady
Himes, Maggie Lindenberger, Brenda Lyle, Mary Oas, Jim & Sue

News from
Welcome to February, a time of love and
choosing to do so actively. Please, allow
our work to inspire you towards a more
loving life, filled with God’s grace.
• Births: Susan McConnell’s daughter,
Laura (McConnell) Baldwin gave birth
to a boy, Oryon Charles Baldwin on 16-2019
• Let us welcome our New Elders: Dave Gehrlein, Min Kim, Jenn
Miller, and Sam Simpson. We shall be praying for you all.
• Thank you to everyone who stayed for the Annual Meeting and,
the best part, Breakfast afterwards.
• Secret Sisters are discontinued in 2019: We did not have
enough ladies sign up. Perhaps, next year we will pick it up.
• We have received many thank you cards and tokens of
appreciation from the people, and organizations, we supported
throughout 2018. Please, swing on by the Church Office to read
all the lovely messages OR look within for some very lovely
expressions of thanks.
• This month will be Karen Vandervort last month in the office.
Please, stop by to say good-bye :)

Birthdays and Anniversaries* for February
2nd Bob Lindenberger
Colleen Smith
6th John Schmitt
7th Teresa Buchholz
9th Kathy Daniels
11th Pat Bartlett
12th Carol Wilkins
16th Donna Walkow
18th Sue McConnell

19th Gordon Rater
20th Min and Jaehwan Kim*
Cindy Sharrer
22nd Julie Gunsallus
24th Dolores Lyons
Karen Schmitt
26th Jim and Peg Black*

February

Food Pantry items

Feb. 3rd Toilet Tissue/Bar
Soap
Feb. 10th Spaghetti/Sauce
Feb 17th Mac & Cheese/Peanut
Butter
Feb. 24th Cereal/Baked Beans

“We love because he first loved us.” – John 4:19
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

1pm Lunch Bunch at
Lorie’s Wildridge
8:00 – AA

3
9:00 Sunday School

4
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

10:00 Worship w/
Communion

5
7am Men’s Study

6
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

7

8

9

6:30 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 – AA

10
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship w/ Ordination and Installation

11
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

12
7am Men’s Study

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

17

18
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

10:00 Worship

14

15

19
7am Men’s Study

16

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

7:00 Session Meeting

of Elders

9:00 Sunday School

13

8:00 – AA

20
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

21

22

23

6:30 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 – AA

24
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship
“Chilly Sunday”

25
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

26
7am Men’s Study

27
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

28

1

2

1:00 Faith Circle
6:30 Choir Rehearsal
8:00 – AA

