Reminders

*Annual Congregational Meeting

After the Annual Congregational Meeting

January 27th following worship

*Sunday Jan. 27th, immediately following worship

Worship for the Month
January 6: Epiphany (with the Lord’s Supper)
Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 5:14-16
Teaching: The Christmas Effect

January 13
Supply Preaching: Rev. Chuck Camarrata

January 20

This meeting happens once a year to conduct the business of COTC, and
ALL members are requested to attend. This is your opportunity to ask
budgeting, operating, or staffing questions—or any church business you
may have. It is also the time to approve the new Elder nominations for
2019-2021. Your vote is very important!

Stay afterwards and enjoy the promised breakfast
The Session will be cooking for
YOU!

Supply Preaching: Britney Knight

January 27
Text: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Teaching: A Holy Day

Ladies of COTC:
Please, join us at Olive Garden, on January 6th

“Education is not the filling of a pail,
but the lighting of a fire.”
-William Butler Yeats
As many of you know, or maybe don’t, I will be continuing my
education beginning January 7th. By the time you read this, I may
already be gone for two weeks.
So, where am I going? What am I doing? And why?
I am beginning studies toward earning the Doctor of Ministry from
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. My program of
concentration/specialization is Pastoral Care and Counseling.
But why you may ask? Haven’t you spent enough years in school yet?
The short answer is no. At least, not for me. I am a consummate
learner. If I won the lottery (which would be awfully hard because I
refuse to gamble) I would spend the rest of my life in school…and I
would give away a lot of the money.

I believe, that we never reach a pinnacle of knowledge or wisdom.
Every experience and every opportunity should be taken to learn and
grow and strengthen what we have learned and seek to learn more.
Any time we can spend with learning, growing, and engaging with
diverse and divergent viewpoints allows us to gain a deeper
relationship to God who works through our human relationship.
Further, we afford ourselves the opportunity to directly engage with
other people who come from different places with different
experiences which hopefully help to shape our own lives in a richer
way.
I have chosen this specific track and this special program at LPTS
because of my previous graduate degrees in Social Work (specializing
in psychotherapy) and Divinity (or theology). I am fascinated by the
intersection of mental illness, addiction, and faith/spirituality. We are
not static creatures. We are highly complex ones. There is a lot that
makes us tick as human beings and I am fascinated with always trying
to figure people out. I do this not out of some perverse desire to have
ultimate mind control (although that would be pretty cool). I do it so

that I can better understand people and how I can serve them and
care for them on a much deeper level. The more I understand about
how the mind, body, and spirit interact and operate the better I am
prepared to assist people in their prayer, faith, and discernment.
During this program (which runs over the next three years) I will have
to be in Louisville for 1-2 weeks at a time in January and June. I will
complete the rest of my studies independently over the rest of this
time. During my time in Louisville, I will be in class from 8am to 5pm
each day, learning with other pastors. We will be engaged in intense
lecture, discussion, projects, research, and writing, all seeking to
better serve God.
My work through this DMin program is for both personal
development and to improve and enrich the ministry here at COTC. I
find that education just for the sake of itself is selfish and quite
useless. Thus, I seek at all times to find educational opportunities
which will allow me to better serve Christ and all of you.
Also as part of this program I must complete a doctoral project (sort
of like a dissertation but with more practical application than
theoretical basis). To complete this phase, I may well invite you
(some or all) to participate in my research. As I get closer to this
phase, I’m sure you’ll hear more about it and seek to find if you have
interest in participating (no pressure….really!).
I ask for your prayers and patience during this process. I will not allow
my studies to interfere with my primary task to be your Pastor.
However, during the times when I must be away for studies, you will
receive any necessary pastoral care from a colleague of mine and you
will be made well aware of you this is and how to contact them.
I appreciate you all and I thank the Session for their support in this
endeavor. Together, we can all grow as children of God and find
newer, better, and deeper ways to serve our God
together.
Peace and Joy,
Pastor Drew

PASTORAL CARE/COUNSELING AVAILABLE at
COTC

that by hearing directly from those in need he is able to provide

the most effective pastoral care and counseling. Further, while he

If you are in need of an ear to listen, some advice, or more for-

may have gained knowledge of a need second or third hand, he

malized pastoral counseling, Pastor Drew is available to you.

may not approach you to ask if you’re in need of such assistance

He has specialized training (Master of Social Work with Gradu-

because each person’s needs are unique and many are made un-

ate Certificate in Mental Health) and several years of experi-

comfortable by such a tact. Many people have the capacity

ence as an adult psychotherapist. Appointments can be made

through their support systems to get through rough patches

Sunday-Thursday for any time of the day (evenings available

without formal assistance. Others, however, to no fault of their

for those who work) and he is available for emergencies 24-

own, need a little extra help and Pastor Drew is here to provide

hours a day. If you’re unsure or hesitant, be assured that he

that to you.

provides supportive, non-judgmental care and will either pro-

If you’d like to get started or aren’t sure whether you have a need

vide short-term pastoral counseling to you or refer you to a

for formalized pastoral counseling, reach out to Pastor Drew and

clinical specialist for ongoing needs, or both.

ask. He can be reached in the office Monday through Thursday

Please make your needs known directly to Pastor Drew. Asking

8am to 4pm; after hours (for emergencies only, please) at 814-580

a friend to speak to him on your behalf, speaking to the office,

-9215, or via email at pastordrew@cotc.org. Please know that all

or just staying silent will only delay his ability to walk alongside

conversations with Pastor Drew are privileged communications

you on your journey. With Pastor Drew being the only pastor

as defined by church standards in the Book of Order and under

on staff and with his ongoing work load both here at COTC and

the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (excepting some-

with the Presbytery of Lake Erie, it is difficult for him to assist

one who presents an immediate danger to self or others).

you if he’s not reached out to and allowed the opportunity to

- Pastor Drew

schedule time with you directly. He prioritizes pastoral care
and counseling and will make every effort to open his schedule
to your specific needs. Please do not assume that Pastor Drew
knows your specific needs or situations unless you have spoken
directly to him. His training and experience have taught him

Church of the Cross

Attention:

Minutes of the Session

Youth in Middle and High School

December 12th, 2018
Interpretation and Stewardship (Ohrn, J)
Expenditures are being watched closely
Receipts remain below plan
Pledges are similar to those in 2017
Properties (Jacobson)
Doors in childcare areas have been fitted
with locks
Four exit doors in education building
have been changed to allow exit, but no
entrance from outside
Evangelism/Church Life (Beham)
Goodie bags will be distributed to shutins
Missions (Speranza)
CROP walk date has been changed to
September 15th
Over 800 pairs of underwear and socks
were donated to Our Neighbor’s Place
overflow shelter
Mission focus in December is the Angel
Tree Project

Worship and Music (Trostle)
Communion will be served January 6th –
Keith Trostle is the leader
Committee continues to seek an usher
leader
Christian Education (Benedict)
Adult Sunday school continues with
varied choices
Personnel (Wolfe)
Review of staff will take place in the new
week
Nominating Committee
Committee is seeking additional
suggestions for elders
Staff Reports
Himes
Urges session members to refer people
in need of counseling to him; he is
unable to provide help through third
parties was successful
Decemberfest was successful

Join us for
“The Church has Left the Building”

Saturday January 12th, 2019
This month we’ll clean toys at
Experience Children’s Museum
Meet us at the church at 9am

We will return to the church for lunch and will be
ready to head home by 12:15pm
All students must have a signed liability waiver on
file

Our Average Attendance – 117

(Participants will qualify for 3.5 hours of communi-

Our faithfulness in Stewardship during the month of December:

Operating Budget
Missions Budget
Per Capita Receipts

Budgeted
$349,569
$42,136
$2,441

Received
$292,125
$31,548

Expenses
$382,254
$37,023

To date 65 pledges have been received totaling $240,250 towards our Budget

ty service credit)

This is a really fun way to do something special for a
sister in the church! You remember her in prayer and
with an occasional note (hopefully, once a month) to let
her know you care. You surprise her with a small gift on
at least one special day during the year. Keep it secret
though, in December is when you reveal who are around, right around Christmas time! These delightful surprises are a great treat for your “sister” and are
such a blessing to YOU as you continue to remember her in prayer and special
times throughout the year.

Where does our Mission Money Go?
Undies, undies, and more undies!
What a blessing for the quests of Our Neighbors’ Place,
seasonal shelter. We know God’s love is packaged in many
different ways, but it was truly packaged in multi-pair packs of
underwear. We learn in 2 Corinthians 9:17 that “God loves a
cheerful giver,” and you have certainly given with great joy and
fun. I love it! Thank you! Merry Christmas! Joy and Peace, Pat
Tracy
The missions we support that partner with the Presbyterian Church:

CHOSEN $3,600

If you would like to be a Secret Sister for 2019, please fill in the form below and
drop it into the Offering Basket or send it to the Office as soon as possible (asap)
– new names will be distributed to the “Secret Sister” mailbox in the Office Lobby in January. Watch for your name to appear on a mail slot there. Remember,
family does not forget one another! Keep yourself faithful to her, especially if she
is faithful to her own sister.
If it would happen that you would need to discontinue the program (at any
point), please reveal yourself to your sister or let the Church Office know.
If you are currently a Secret Sister, continue through Christmas. Your 2019
“sister” will become effective as soon as it appears in your mailbox. Reveal yourself to your 2018 sister by Christmas!

Due to the Church Office by January 7th

Frontier Fellowship $1,000
P.O.L.E. $1,500
Presbyterian Camps $500
Presbyterian Homes $1,000
St Croix Hospital $1,000
Wee Kirk $750
World Mission Initiative $500
International Mission support continues:
Barb Marang in Honduras $1,000
Nicky Stock in Pakistan $2,500
Living Waters $400
Plumwood Pres (Pakistan) $1,500
USA missions include:
Mike and Sus Schmitt with Campus Crusade $500
Ken Wagoner with China Outreach $600

Name _______________________________________
Local missions are as follows:

Favorite Color ___________________________
Anniversary _____________________________
Birthday ________________________________
Hobbies and Likes _________________________________

Second Harvest Food Bank $1,000
Emmaus Ministries $1,000
Community Country Day School $1,500
West Millcreek Food Pantry $1,000
Women’s Care Center $750
Habitat $1,000

Don’t Like _______________________________________

Kairos (Prison Ministry) $500

Phone number, should we need to call you _________________________

PSU Behrend Ministries $200

Coalition for Christian Outreach ministries $200

What is Per “Capita”?

Christian Education Classes

Per Capita is a set amount of money that is assessed annually per communicant
member in each congregation of the Presbyterian Church equally, responsibly and
interdependently by sharing the cost of coordinate on and evaluation of Presbyterian
mission, and the divine worship, legislative and judicial functions that identify our
denomination.

Cycle 1: FAITH AND THE ARTS

Simply stated, the Per Capita assessment is how all PCUSA members and member
churches help pay for the important functions of the larger church; the Presbytery,
the Synod and the General Assembly. Church of the Cross has benefitted greatly from
the professional services provided by the larger church over the years. A few examples of these important services are:

As we begin the New Year, many of us make resolutions, which
we hope to accomplish. Starting with something small and within
a short time frame really helps to accomplish one resolution at a
time.

Assistance with details of new church formation in 1991-1992
Assistance with financing the new church formation from 191-2015
Assistance with COTC Capital Funds Campaigns in 1991 and 1994
Assistance with Pastoral Nominating Committee in 2016-2017
Providing Christian education and counseling resources
In 2019 the Per Capita Assessment will be $31.50 per communicant member. Of that
amount, $20.25 is for the Presbytery of Lake Erie (Erie, PA), $2.30 is for the Synod of
the Trinity (Camp Hill, PA), and $8.95 is for the General Assembly (Louisville, KY). If
you would be willing to help reimburse COTC for this assessment, you will find an
envelope in the front of the package for 2019 that is titled “Per Capita”. Based on the
size of our congregation at this time, the total 2019 assessment will approach $8,000,
so any financial assistance our members can provide will be sincerely appreciated.

Please, contact any member of Session if you have any questions on this subject,
thank you!

Jim Ohrn and Don Wolfe
COTC Interpretation & Support Committee
(Updated Dec. 2018)

“A Menu of Choices”
Sundays, January 6th – 27th
9am-9:45am

Class A
(First Floor, Signs near classrooms)
“Being a Creator”
(Original Cards by Denise)
Participants will be taught the technique to create a card together
and then design their own originals. Fun for first timers or seasoned crafters. Parents with children may enjoy participating together.
Class B
(First Floor, Signs near classrooms)
“Faith and Film”
Film: Steel Magnolias
Participants will view and discuss the many Biblical messages
through each of the main characters. Scenes from the film may
encourage further conversation related to one’s own experiences,
and teach us to come better listeners as we support others.
We start on January 6th!
Any questions, please contact Judy Benedict

ATTENTION, ATTENTION, ATTENTION
In an effort to increase safety and
oversight, beginning January 1st, 2019, the
exterior door to the office (south side) will
be locked. You are asked to ring the air
phone (small gray box with a camera on it
which sits to the right of the door), so we
will be able to see and buzz you in.
This is merely a preventative caution. This change is not meant
to keep you away, the church is still *open and available to all.
However the Session, in discernment and due diligence, has
determined that with the current climate of violence in
religious communities and with our semi-remote location, and
with the ease of access to I-90 and I-79, we are in a vulnerable
location and should seek to proactively protect ourselves. By
locking the doors, and asking people to announce their
presence, it allows us to know when, who, and where people
are within the building throughout the day.
It is our hope that we, nor any organization, would ever again
have to face violence in our places of worship. It is our hope,
through these passive means of security, we will have no need
of other aggressive forms of protection.
If you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to speak
with myself or Session members on our Building and Property
Committee.

News from
Welcome to 2019, a time of renewal and
rededication to the faithfulness we all
bring to our lives. Please, make sure to
enjoy Pastor Drew’s messages and flip
through the Office Staff’s hard work. We
do it for you
• Hospitalized in December were Ron
Buchholz, Jim Daniel, Rachel Morey,
and Shirley Pecora
• Gone to the Church Triumphant is Roberta Kennedy
• Births:
• Benjamin Louis born 12-6-18 son of Beth Oviatt, grandson of Carol Seib
• Everly James born 12-24-18, daughter of Patrick and
Rachel Morey, granddaughter of Joe and MJ Dillon
• Thank you to everyone who stayed for the Kookie Klatch and
Becky Beham for organizing the trays and the cookie bags for
the shut-ins.
• We have received many thank you cards and tokens of appreciation from the people, and organizations, we supported
throughout 2018.
Birthdays for January
1st Herbert C. Stull
2nd David Gehrelein

3rd Kathy Wetsell
th

4 Brian Swanson
th

6 Barb Clark
th

7 Kellee Heidt
th

8 Pat Fomer
th

Peace and Joy,
Pastor Drew and the Session of Church of the Cross

9 Meredith Sander
th

10 Bill Irish

11th Zachary Schenck

26th Carolyn Huzinec

13th Jim Black

Jim Ohrn

th

14 Kevin Barbour

27th Ben Fugate

Randy Schiefelbein

28th Candace Magraw

16th Mary Lou Simpson

29th Laurie Swanson

19th Barb Damico

Andy Wagner

Keith Trostle

30th Lori Jacobson

23rd Diane Wilson

31th Ruth Johnson

25th Ashley Whiteman

Dakota Wood

January

Food Pantry items

Jan. 6 Toilet tissue / Bar soap
Jan. 13 Spaghetti / Sauce
Jan. 20 Mac & Cheese / Peanut
Butter
Jan. 27 Cereal / Baked beans

“Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that
prevails.” – Proverbs 19:21
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

5

Happy New Year
OFFICE CLOSED
8:00 – AA

6
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship w/
Communion

7
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

7am Men’s Study

10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

7:00 Choir Rehearsal
at Manchester Lodge

1:15 Lunch Bunch @
Olive Garden

12
9:00 Church has
Left the Building

8:00 – AA

13
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship

14
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

15
7am Men’s Study

16
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

17

18

19

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

8:00 – AA

20
9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship

21
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

22
7am Men’s Study

23
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

24

9:00 Sunday School
10:00 Worship
11:00 Annual Meeting followed by break-

28
7:00 Handbells Rehearsal

29
7am Men’s Study

6:30 Choir Rehearsal

30
10am Ladies’ Bible
Study

26

1:00 Faith Circle

7:00 Session Meet-

27

25

8:00 – AA

31
6:30 Choir Rehearsal

